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Preface

Sri Sri Ma Anandamayee Prasanga is a remarkalile work.
The writer was gratified in having the good fortune of eoming
in intimate contact with Ma for aleng timein Dhaka, Varanisi
and other places and through the Grace of Ma, he acquired
the abllity to make good use of that rare opportunity. Placeod
under the tutelage of a Sadguru in his hoyhood, he had
spiritual enguiries aroused in his mind. Having raised various
thought-provaking guestions before Ma, he could elicit from
her many subtie truths. He used to record in his current diary
the accounts of his conversations with Ma. A part of the diary
was published in book-form from Dhaka in his life-time. The
first editions of both the first and second volumes of the book
had been out of print about forty years ago. At present the
second editions of both the volumes are being published
almost simultaneously. This book is a priceless coilection of
Sri Sri Ma's words.

Sri Amulya Kumar Datta Gupta was a talented studentand
in his later life, he had distinguished himself as a Professor of
Law in Dhaka and author of Law books. Towards the end of
his life he lived in Varanasi in Ma's company. In 1973 A.D. he
passed away in Varanasi, the land of Salvation (Vimukt
Kshefra).

Ma reportedly made the fallowing remarks on him, "As @
houschiolder Baba gave a demonslration of the lessun ol
how one can remain unattached in the midst of carthly
enjoyments. He had settled down as an ascelic who
dadicates himself to good warks in his humble cottage. His
good warks over, he passed away to his heavenly abodde



He was free from the three-fold bondage of diffidence, abhor-
rence and fear. Believe it or not, 'this body', was always with
him." (Ananda Varta, Twenty-first year, volume one, page 72).

Swami Paramananda,
Dol Purnima, 1387 Bengali Era
Ma Anandamayi Ashram, Vrindaban.

CHAPTER ONE

Seven days at Navadweep

It was December, 1836. The Christmas holidays were
ahead. But | had no plan to go anywhere during the holidays.
Even before the holidays | had an intimation of Sri Svi Ma's
arrival at Navadweep, yet | did not teel any strong urge to meel
Her. For one thing, it was trying to move out with my wife and
daughters in mid-winter; besides, | was not sure of Ma's stay at
Navadweep for the whole of my holidays.

Later | heard that my friend, Sri Jatindra Mohan Dasgupta,
had set out tor Navadweep with his wife. | had some doubts
about the propriety of suich a course of action without previous
permission of Ma. However, in the morning of 9th Paush,
Thursday (24-12-35), Sri  Bhupati Nath Mitra came to our
house with a letter. It was written by Jatin Babu from
Navadweep. It contained among other pleces of information
the fact that Sri Sri Ma was likely to stay at Navadweep till the
first week of January . It was a news that moved me intensely
and | thought that | had rather have a trip to Navadweep. It
would be two-In-one — seeing Ma and visiting a new place.
Moreaver, the letter seermed to be a call for me from Sti Sri Ma,
though nothing in it led to that supposition. But one thing was
clear: seeing that Ma's itinerary was so uncertain, Jatin Babu's
Information that She would stay at Navadweep for 10-15 days
was a suffisient Incentive for my going. After Bhupati Babu left,
| consulted my wife and at once decided to depart for
Navadweep the very next day.

On 10th Paush Friday, we set out by the Calcutta Mail.
After we got to Ranaghat at 3 a.m,, we had to wait for two
hours before we boarded the train for Navadweep. Wo
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changed at Krishnanagar and reached Navadweep Ghat
Station next day at 8.30 a.m. Crossing the river in a boat we
made for the dharmashaia of the Maharaja of Hetampur. |
cheered up as | caught sight from afar of cur people collected
at the dharmashala. Even as we wete in the meadow, | saw
Ma coming out of the room and washing face at the veranda
with Bunl, Jatish Babu's daughter, helping Her do it.

Qn  reaching the dharmashala, 1 met Jatin Babu and
Radhika Babu.* Raclhika Babu said, "Seeing you coming, Ma
got out of the roum and said, ‘Looks like Amulya Babu, isn't
it s0?” But | could not recagnize vou.”

I kept standing on the staircase while Ma washed Her face.
When Ma got up we made our obeisance to Her. Ma said |
was already wondering, if Babaji would just while away
holidays." ! also said in my mind, “Ma, | am today here, only
because you thought of me.” Ma added, “You set out from
Dhaka at 12 a.n. yesterday. You should regard yourselves as
still being on the way, for we are going out on a boat-trip right
away." | thaught, “let it be so."

Ma went into the room. | exchanged a few wards with
Jatin Babu and Radhika Babu and arranged for our luggages
to be stowed away Ina raom. Then having washed my head
and face with water drawn from the well of the dharmashala,
| took a hasty breakfast and went to Ma to sit close to Her.
Hardly had | spoken a word or two to Ma when Triguna
Babu,** Jatish Babu and others came up. Matold them to hire
boats. Triguna Babu said. “Ma, do get up, | am going to hire
the boats." Ma said, “Proceed. I will follow you. | cannot go
anywhere, can |, without carrying you in a tow?" With that She

*  8ri Radhikanath Tarafdac M.A., B.L, Alawyer at Dhaka and & devotes
** Dr. Trigunanath Bandyopachyaya, M. A., Professer, Shrirampur College
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broke into a laughter. Triguna Babuand Prankimar Babuwont
out for hiring boats. | kept sitting near Ma. Ma said, “Look
here, all of you from Dhaka, keep together ina boat Lot Jitisih
and the members of his family board the same boat. In 1hi
way, al would be able to keep watch on their children.
Otherwise there may be trouble over the young ones.”

Ma again asked me, "Have you taken your bath?”

i: Yes, Ma.

Ma: For how long is the bath good? You take bath now
and then have to take it again. One bath is not enough.

With that. Ma began to laugh. | tried to get at the inner
meaning of Her words. Ma very often talks figuratively. |
thought that She might have in view our impure hearts. It was
true toc. Now | am seated near Ma with no Impurities finding
their way into mind. But after a time when [ shall move away
from Her, my mind will be troubled by diverse thoughts and
poliuted by materialistic ideas. One glimpse of Ma cannot
leave me purged of dirts and enlightened for all times. 5o
we require repeated ‘'baths” and have to make repealed
attempts for mental purification.

The Secret of Pranama

At that mament, Sisif and many others came into the room
and took their seats. Sisir staried arguing with Ma over
something, but finding Her more than a match for him, bowed
down and began to scratch his head. Atthat, Ma said, "You
see, how beautifully everything is arranged. The mament one
realises his mistake, his head hangs low. And when he s at
his wit's end and begins to scratch his head, 1 is bent on one
side. This is the secret of pranama. Why does a parson bend
down his head whiie making a pranama? This is due to hls
realization of his insignificance. He comes to understand| how
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he is a mere non-entity in comparisonwith the one to whom
he is bowing. And so long as his ego dominates, his heck is
stiff and erect. A head held high denotes pride and egotism,
while a head bowed down implies meekness. The gesticula-
tions that went with these words of Ma sent us all into furore
of laughter.

A little while after, we got into boats. For some reason or
other, Sisir went back to the dharmashala in a huff. A man
was after him twice, but he would not corrie. By this time
Radhika Babu came and joined us. The boats were unmoored
and we procoeded up the stream. Cooking was arranged for
inside the boat - dal puri, payas etc. Triguna Babu began to
sing a kirtan, with Jatish Babu and others Joining in. Four or
five boats were tied alongside. Sri $ri Ma walked from one
boat to another to keep all in good humour. In this way we
went upstream tiif about 2 p.m. or half past, when the boat
was fastened al one coast of the Ganges, we got down. Some
bathed In the Ganges, Ma was offered bhoga in the sandy
beach of Ganga and we sat down on the sands to partake of
the prasada.

Serving Is a very difficult job,

Meals over, we sat around Ma. We had talks on stndry
subjects. There Is a place called Dharasu on the way to
Uttarkashl. Ma said, "| noticed there large boulders lying
across the stream of Ganga. Thelr upper surfaces were fairly
broad and even, Tha water of Ganga was purling along round
them. Seelng this | got Into the river and began to skip from
bouider to boulder. Then having come to spacious and
smooth boulder, | sald that It would be convenient to knead
flour on it and make chapaties, for the stone-face was plaln
and Ganga water could be reached out by the spread of the
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arm. Jyotish took me at my word and down to prepare
chapaties on it. But apparently clean, the slab was a site for
the passengers to pass stooland urine frequently. However,
Jyotish washed it thoroughly with Ganga water, before knead-
ing flour on it. Then he lit tire on it and began 1o bake the
chapaties. There was no dearth of wood there, for logs of
wood came floating down the stream -- one had only to pick
them up. When the stove was heated by the fire, | found
faeces clinging ‘o the small dents on the surface. So long they
were invisible as the stone was wet, but as it was heated, the
marks of the faeces stood out in every vein. | watched them
sitting but Jyotish observed nothing. He prepared chapaties
on that surface stained with excrement and offered them to
me for eating. | also ate them without any protest.” So
saying She laughed a lot and we joined in. Perhaps Ma took
this occaslon to teach us how ong, in serving, has to be ex-
ceedingly observant. At the same time we realized the truth of
"Bhavagrahi Janardana" (Janardana, the Lord, accepts the
spirit in which service is rendered, irrespective of the quality of
the thing offered).

Once gone astray, one cannot be restored to the flock as
before.

It has already been said that Sisir had taken offence and
gone back to the dharmashala. We all thought that he would
not return. But it so happened that he came in a boat a little
after our meal was over. All started poking fun at him. He was
evidently ashamed at heart and, not being able to mix with
anybogdy freely, began toflit this way and that In his boat, all
by himself, Seeing him in that plight, Ma said, "Once straying
out of the fold, one cannct fall Into his place as before. When
hatries to be communicative, he feels a reserve. Itis the sama
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inthe path of religion. A person treading the religious pathfor
awhile can no longer take interest in worldly affairs as keenly
as before.”

| had heard about Ma's having sent Sri Abani Mohan
Sharma to Calcutta 1o bring Bimala Ma and Nirmala Ma. They
were due 1oarrive today. So Ma had given Her word for being
present at the dharmashala in the evening. We all thought it
impassible to get back to the dharmashala by the evening, for
it was 5 pm. by the time our evening meals were over.
According to our estimate it should take an hour and a half to
get to the landing place close to the dharmashalfa. But it so
happened that even starting at 5 p.m., we reached the ghat by
the evenihg. Many of us wondered how we could cover the
distance in such a short time,

In the evening an ascetic came to see Ma. He was appar-
ently 40-42 years of age. He was quite sedate and polite of dis-
position. Ma dirccted that a seat should be offered to him
and asked him 1o say something. But he said very palitely,
"Ma, what do | know? You say something, we shall listen."
Ma did nat have much talk with him on religious topics. We
heard that ha belonged to Kailash Ashram, Hardwar. After
a little talk in the veranda, we went into the room and were
seated.

Discrimination between pure and impure while touching a
deity.

Atter all were seated in the room, Sri Nitish Chandra Guha
said to Ma, "Ma, where does the pure-impure disctimination
come in while touching a deity? | am going to the mother,
touching her - why shoutd | bother about purity and impurity?
My mather insists en such discrimination, but | find no ground
for it."

SRISRI MAANANDAMAYI !

Ma: If while going to touch a deity, you perceive it as your
mother then of course, there is no room for discrimination. But
how few have such perception? So the dictate of the scrip-
tures has to be adhered to. If you have really attained o the
stage in which a deity is completely identitied with mother,
you snhould not stop to discriminate. Otherwise, such discrimi-
nation must be made.

The arrival of Nirmala Ma at Navadweep.

When all these talks were on, Nirmala Ma came to the
dharmashala along with Hemn Bhai, her husband, Abani Babu
also carme. He said that Bimala Ma would come the next day.

Nirmala Ma, on coming, leapt right into Ma's lap. Ma
also caressed her fondly. Sri Hem Bhaiwas offered a separate
seat. They had come from Adyapeeth, Dakshineshwar. What
| heard about Nirmala Ma may be briefly stated as follows:—

Nirmala Ma was the housewifg of an average family. She
had four children of whom only one is alive at present. They
were fairly well-off. One day at noon she went with her
husband to Adyapeeth onsome festive occasion. As she saw
there Annada Thakur in a state of bhava(emotional induction)
she was seized an utter dislike for warldly life. She could not
return home that day. She remained lost whole day and night
in a sort of intoxication. When she was back home the next
day, the obsession had not warn out yet, she fell into an
ecstatic fit every now and then. After some days passed in this
way, she gave birth to a son. All her time would be taken up in
attending and caring for the child — she ceuld spare no time
for religious practices. At this she was affiicted with sorrow
and with tearful eyes prayed tothe Guru, “Thakur, this child is
a gift from you — do accept him for your own. With him by my
side, | cannot repeat your name.” Sometime after, the child
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died. Atthis Nirmala Ma came toregard herselfas freed from
a bondage. Erecting a structure over her son's place of cremi
tion, she came over to her Gurudeva's Ashram in Adyapeath
with her husband, As she was fond of seclusion by nature,
Annada Thakur had a cottage built at some distance from the
Ashram temple of Advapeeth and direcled Nirmala Ma 1o
reside there. She had been living in that caltage sa fong.
Recently her husband had started going places with her.
Perhaps the objective behihd it was spreading the glory of
the Guru and furthering the cause of the Adyapeeth Ashram.

Nirmala Ma looked of avery quiet nature. Her words
were extremely sweet and full of simplicity. Abani Babu ap-
peared to be one of her closely attached devotees.

After they had breakiasted, kirtan started. The kirtan in-
duced on Nirmala Ma a state of emotional sway and she
began to weep. Atthis, Ma stopped the kirtan. It was about
half-past-eleven at night and we went to bed.

A mark of hurt round Sri Sri Ma’s eye

12th Poush, 1343, Sunday (27-12-36). Rising In the
morning, | went to make my pranama to Sri Srl Ma. Jatish
Babu's daughters were singing kirtan. After it went on for a
while, all went to thelr respective duties. For my part, | washed
my hands and face and took my seat near Ma. Nirmala Ma did
cometothe dharmashaia on that morning. She was staying
ata small house near the dharmashala.

We were sitting with Ma when a Vaishnavi came. She was
dark-complexioned and rather tall. She had In her hand an
ektara(a one-stringed musical instrument). Ma had named her
"Ektara Ma""

Quserving a dark mark like that of an ointment round the
right eye of Ma, | had asked Her the previous day, "Ma, what
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has happened to your eye"? Ma said that immediately on
coming o Navadweep, She had a fall from the staircase and
was hurton the forehead. | saw a scar also on Her right temiple.
Ma had said, "After my arrival one day | went out for the toilet
fate atnight. Buni was with me. Though out of the room, | did
nat openmy eyes to the full, because a strange thing about me
is that if | do so, | cannot close my eyes again. Buni was
following me. She is a little girl and cannot be expected to
understand my ways. When | stayed at Raipur (Dehradun)
tempie, Jyotish was with me. The staircase there was farworse

than that of this dharmashala — yet | did not have a signle fall

while there. That was because, whenever | had to go any-
where at night, Jyotish went before me and | followed him.
Even with my partially-opened eyes, | could take in the lay
ofthe path from Jyotish's mode of walking. However, thatday
while walking along the veranda in the dark, | treaded the air
and fell down on my face, precipitedly from the veranda. [ was
severely hurt on the hand and forehead. As | feltthe forehead,
| found it already swollen up and there was abrasion at the
elbow. | pressed my hand against the forehead and getting
back to the bed, lay down, lest anybody should observe it.
Nobody cameto know of the hurt in my hand. Next day the
swelling on the forehead was seen to have decreased, but
there was a deep dark bruise round the eye. On coming here,
| had a fall before anybody else did have one.”

A devotee: Ma, perhaps that was exactly why nobody else
fell down from the staircase.

Ma: You mean, not till today.

Observing the dark-mark round Ma's eye, the Vaishnavi
said, “Ma, what is wrong with your eye?"”

Ma: The Suprerna Lord of Navadweep has laid collyriim
round my eye as a part of His make-up {All laughed).
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Vaishnavi: But the left eye is untouched.
Mg: Yes, He chose the right eye for applying His make-typ
With that She laughed profusely.

Judgement according to samskaras(tendencies deve-
. loped by past Karma)

Sri Atal Bihari Bhattacharya, Swami Shankarananda, Niro|
Babu and others were sitting in the room. Nirod Babu hacl
come to Navadweep that very day. He was in service al
Rajshahi. A quiet-natured gentleman, he was known to Ma.
Ma said, “This time on going to Rajshahi | lcoked for you. But
| coutd not meel you." By way of introducing Nirod Babu, Atal
Babu said, "He is a pupil of mine.”

Ma: Is it so? You taught him, yes? Formerly, hearing
Sanskrit slokas from  me, your students used to say, ‘Our
teacher (i.e. Alal Babu) associates with her. He must have
taught her these slokas.'

So saying Ma began to laugh heattily. Then She added,
i‘Not only this, 1hoy also said ‘she must be given to taking
intoxicants. Look, how Her eyes are red and Her face [ike that
of a drug-addict.” "

Ma again said, "'l cannot biame them. All judge according
to their inclinations(samskaras). No wonder that the way | am
dressed make the people talk. Once Bimala Ma and | were
waiting at the Howrah Station. We were bound for oppaosite
directions. Both had dishevelled hair and forshead stained
with vermillion. You may guess how it was, We were sitting
apart. | went up to Bimala Ma and said, ‘Come, let us sit
together.' We did so and saw two English ladies looking at
us askance, and smiling slyly. They were walking past the
plaf:e where we were sitting and whispering something with
their eyes towards us every now and then Al this'| said to
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Bimala Ma,'Come. let us laugh aloud in one voice.” And we
burst into a guffaw. What a laugh was! They were dumb
founded."

The way Ma said all this made us, too, laugh freely. Ma
again said, "They (the English ladies) cannot be blamed
either. They also judge according to their samskaras.”

Ma making merry with her devotees.

After sometime Nitish Babu came and said to Ma,
"Ma, Shankarananda Swamiji has given away his nima(apron)
to somebody and is standing bare-bodied in the cold."

Ma said, "Babaji has done the right thing. It is a Swami's
duty to sacrifice.”

Hearing this Swami Shankarananda said by way of mak-
ing light of his sacrifice, "It is easy enough — this giving away.
| have lost an old garment, | can have a new one for the
asking,” Hearing this, Ma said, "You are a Swami of new
things, are you?" (All laughed).

At this time a devotee, fresh from the bath, brought some
Ganga-water in a Kushi (an elongated copper vessel used in
puja) and got it touched by Ma's feet to drinl< Sri Sri Ma's
padodaka(feet-wash), Ma said ta him, "Baba, have you eaten
anything? Go, and have something.” The devotee was
melted. as it were, at this loving concern from Ma. “Little do
| care for food", he said and holding the kushi high, pointing
to the padodaka it contained, he added, “This is enough food
for me. | do not need any other.” Ma said smilingly, “Only
charanamrita (ihe nectar washed out from the feet - pa
dodaka) will not fil your belly,” All laughed aloud and tho
devotee was a bit put off,

As the day was advancing, we bathed in the Gangjes antl
had ourmeals at a hotel. Cn coming back | was taken to titik
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by all. From then on we tock meals at the dharmashala with
the others. The boarding expenses of so many people were
mostly borne by Sri Sachi Babu.

Sri Dhananjay Bhattacharya and Sri Sri Ma.

This afternoon Sri Sri Ma did not go out for an outing on
the Ganges. Many persons assembled in the dharmashata. Ma
saton the veranda facing Ganga. At this moment an elderly
genteman named Dhananjay Bhattacharya came to see Ma.
He was once praofessor at Behrampur. Now he was living in
Navadweep as a pensioner. He was a disciple of late
Shyamacharan Lahiri, the eminent Yogi of Varanasi.

Swami  Shankarananda having introduced Sri Bhat-
tacharya, he said to Sri Sri Ma, “Ma, | have earned a lot of
money in my life time. | have several children. The sons are all
in service and well off. The daughters are well married. So |
have very little to desire from the worldiy life. Besides, my life
is also drawing to a close. Now my desire is to pass away with
the Mother's name on my lips. Will not the Mother's grace
come down an ma?”

Ma: The very fact that we can call upon the Mother pre-
supposes Her Grace.

The ald man: The Mother is stone-hearted. | call upon Her
no end of times, but She keeps away.

Ma: Stone also wears out, can the Mother help appearing
with all the waitings around? Have you not seen a mother
rushing to the spot leaving aside her works when her children
ery? Butthe ery must ring true. She has always her eyes and
ears directed towards us. She appears and reveals Herself
when we are really eager

In passing, Sri Bhattacharya said,"Ma, once | asked my
Gurudeva how one can get rid of the vitiations of the mind. His
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reply was that for it one must regard a beautiful wonin s his
mother and worship her.

"Once | went to0 meet late Bhaskarananda Swami a1
Varanasi. He rarely ever allowsd anybody to approach hin.
When iwentto himand made my pranama, he raised a cudgol
and was about to thrash me. | took hold of his feet and said,
‘Baba, if | am beaten to death by you here at Varanasi, what
can be a greater bliss to me? Do what you will, | will nat
leave your feet." At this Bhaskarananda Swamiji was highly
pleased and asked me who | was. | told him and alsc related
to him the Yogic practices | was passing through. He taught
me one or two modes and instructed meta meditate on the
Sahasrara. While In meditation according to his instruction,
once | visualised a large orb of radiating light. | have sight
of such lumination at intervals. Well Ma, will the Mother not be
kind towards me?"

Ma: She appears before you in the form of radiance. What
have you to worry over?

Sri Bhattacharya visualized deities too at times. Referring
toit, he said to Ma, "Do these deities communicate?"

Ma : These are sages - they help in the fulfiiment of our
desires by appearing.

The old man: | sometimes hear sounds.

Ma: Is the sound any special kind?

The old man — It Is a continuous sound.

Ma: Itis called Nadla. One who has such visions and hears
such sounds is fortunate Indead.

Srl Bnattacharya continued, "Once my son was severaly
lll. The doctors had despalred of his life. | started worshlp-
ping the Mother. After the worship was over, the boy sweated
off the fever, After that he did not have a relapse. Anothar time,
guests had been Invited on the occasion of a marrlage, when
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the sky came to be overcast with clouds. My sons knew
something of my practices. They asked me to iry one and
| did so. | called Mawholeheartedly. Atlast itwas found that
the clouds had vyielded to broad sunlight. Such things hap-
pened from time to time. Having heard of you, | came today
to see you. Your sight has given me a great satisfaction.
Today | shall meditate on you and see what happens.

Ma: You too are the image of the Mother.

The old man : How? ‘

Ma: How else can you worship the Mother?

The old man : That is true.
Saying so the old man laughed and we all joined him.

To attain the One, stick to one utlerance.

SriBhattacharya went on, “The mother comforts insorrow.
I want solace fram the Mother.”

Sri Sri Ma made no answer to it but sat silently. ‘

The oid man : Today | am very happy, far | am with
Anandamayee Ma. Be kindly disposed to me. With advancing
age, | am somewhat werried. But the assuring thing is that Ma
will not be unkind. Give me some advice.

Ma: There is only one advice to offer. A man should hold on
only to the One as long as possible.

The old man : Why should | not be able to do so? | am
convinced that | will.

Ma: It is all that is needed.

The ald man: | have come with the hope that| shall get
some instructions fram Ma.

Ma: Baba, can this girl say anything? She can only reiterate
the same thing — keep to one utterance to attain that One.
What is needed is to be single-minded.

The old man: A bird repeats the same thing, but it cannot
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see Him.

Ma: Man can see Him by repeating the same (hitie). When
He intends Lo appear, He makes a man repeat the same thirg,
do the same work. There is no need 1o bother about whiit |
have and have not. Itis our job to hold on to the One 16 L
directed to one aim, with one name, one meditation, one corn-
templation. We must make our faith firm. Firm faith is needed,
yet it is sorely lacking. By performing action desire cannot be
brought to an end. Even more desires spring up one by one Lill
they proliferate ad infinitum. If we stay with only one single
desire, that ofattaining God, all other desires become extinct.
If we take no heed of the branches of a tree. but go on
watering its root day inand day out, it is found that the tree has
shed all old leaves and put forth new ones. In the same way it
a man simply goes on repeating the Name unmindful of any
other things, he is freed from the previously acquired tenden-
cies and attains a new life.

The old man: By seeing you | have the impression that you
have attained Him.

Ma: (pointing to the old man) | have got you, have | not?
It is the same image that you are seeking.

So saying Ma laughed merrily.

Ma continued, "One must be eager. Eagerness is in our
nature. Eagerness for attaining Him comes to us by itself,
When we acquire the treasure which is cur legacy, this
hankering passes away. Money also is a treasure and not a
had one at that, if one works ong's way to the reai treasure.
It a man has his eye on God, it is not a sin to spend money o
nourishing the body.

"Attachment cannot be got rid of by conscious effors.
Anincrease in longing for Him can alone expel all other
attachments. Why worry over renunciation? The worldly
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things, bytheir very nature are parted from us. All desire joy
and peace. They are within all. They are not to be given up.
All that are fit 10 be renounced are given up.

The ald man: | get a new instruction from you. “To be
proccupied with the One”, “to be single-minded™. [t is a hope
that He can be attained. But the path to Him is yet hidden. My
days are running otl. Now | must go.

Ma: Where will you go, Baba? Is there a coming and
going?

The old man(smiling): it Is going from one room to another.

Ma: Which ronin is yours?

Sri Bhalincharyit could not understand the question and
kept gazing al Sri Sri Ma's face.

Ma: Your room is the room of breath. So long as you
breath, it is your room. When the breath is out, the room
crumbles down. Then, if it is necessary you must move on to
a new room,

The old man was very pleased at Ma's words and said,
"What yousay Is true and is sanctioned by the scriptures.”
On the peaceful, grave face of the old man expressions of joy
and wonder appeared simultaneously. Seeing that evening
was approaching, he made his obeisance to Ma and went
away slowly. Wa also entered into the room from the veranda.

Scriptures and the ultimate truth.

Two ascetics came to see Srl St Ma. She directed seats
to be offered to them, One of them had come the previous day
also. Hewas not communicative but sllently listened to Ma's
werds, He spoke anly a word or two If pressed by Ma. The
other ascetic was from the western part of Indla. He had
studled phllosophy and was at present studying Nyaya at
Navadween.
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Conversations were carried on in Hindi. The ascetic said,
“Ma. what is the cause of birth and death?"

Ma: There is only one cause. All are originating from the
One, resting on the One and again dissolving in the One.

The answer did not satisfy the sannyasi. He entered into
an argument. Ma told him a word or two and then fell silent.
To every question the sannyasi put, Ma said, “"Baba, all words
do not come out of my mouth at all times. | have no
knowledge of scriptures to make me answer your guestions.
| do not know anything. | say what you make me say. You
could not play on me and so obtained no answaer. It is your
fault. | always say, elicit good words from me, so that both you
and | may listen to them.”

Atal Babu and others who were present said to the
ascetic, “Ma never studied scriptures. Whatever She has
known is derived from Her intuition. So it is no use holding
scriptural debates with Ma. Afso, the knowledge of the
ultimate truth can be gained by intuition and not by inferences
from the scriptures.” At this the ascetic said, "I have came to
Ma just to hear Her realisations so that| can compare and
see how far they conform to the scriptures.” He agaln said
to Ma, ""There are many statements in the scriptures. Many of
them are mutually contradictory. Which of them should be
followed?"

Ma: All scriptural utterances are true. Those striving for
spiritual achievements have tried to record in the scriptures
their realisations in course of sadhana. But how much s
been expressed? (Smiling) | call scriptures time-tables. You
see, if you have to go by rail from one place to another, you
find recorded in the time-table all the stations that come in
between. But they are only the names of those plices. You
can form noidea of what the places are like merely by reacding
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Ihe names  of the places. Besides, the time-table does not

show the names of all the places on the way from one place

to another. Only the names of some important places are
there, Inthe same way, the scriptures do not contain all the
details of the domain of spiritual quest, they set forth only a
law selected phases. But you do not find in them the mention
of the experiences that come to a person who has attained
one of those phases, nor of the infinite multitude of feelings
of different degrees of definiteness dawning upon him
during his passage from one phase to another. So it is wrong
to think that what are written in the scriptures are lhe last
words relating to the realm of sadhana. Moreover, the varying
.s';t:jte.ments in the scriptures are due to the different personal
redilections (samskaras) of the strivers. Spiritual realisations
are coloured by these predilections. They are not the same for
everyone. That is why it is said that what we find expressed in
seriptures are as true as those that have not heen expressed.
Suppose after eatinga rasguila you are askec how it 1astes, all
youl can say is that it is sweet with different qualifying words
udc_ind to it, but it do nat express the taste of rasguI}a inits
ontirety. In the same way the ultimate reality, when realised
tinnot be expressed in full. ‘
The ascetic: Then what should we do? What should we
tlo lor reaching the Supreme State?
M In order to attain God, the only thing to be done is to
to along the path marked out by Guru. Once you make a
stirt, the rest 1akes care of itself. Suppose you want to go to
the eonst of Ganga. You ask one about the route leading to it
imd he tells you. Even if while walking you go astray, the
passers by on the road bound for Ganga will put you baék to
the right track, or you may seek direction from some other
persons on the way and get there. The main thing is to be on
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the move. The first man to direct you may hot acconpiuy yotl
to the ghat of Ganga, yet youwill be able to get thert: thieogl
your own efforts. The same thing holds good of religion. Onee
you get started along this path, helps would keep pouring in

After all these talks Ma went in to have a snack. The wo
ascetics left.

The coming of Bimala Ma to Navadweep.

Ananda Bhai * reached Navadweep with Bimala Ma pas
this evening. Sri Sri Ma sat down to supper with them togethar
with Nirmala Ma, Hem Bhai and others and indulged freely in
jokes. The supper over, She sat down with all in the room. Ma
took the central seat with Bimala Ma and Ananda Bhai on her
right and Nirmala Ma and Hem Bhai on her left. All were in
a highly jovial mood. Ma quipped, “Pure joyin the clear sky.”
(Pure='Bimal’ from Bimala, joy="Ananda’ and clear="Nirrnal’
from Nirmala). Seeing them thus seated in state, Jatish
Babu's mother said, “Today we are gratified to have a view
of the Durga image. Lakshmi, Saraswall, Druga are all in their
places.” Ma laughed and said, “But where are the
Asura(demon) and the lion?”" Swami Shankarananda sail,
“The lion has gone to Dwaraka.” This brought out 2 loud laugh
from all. Baba Bholanath was then on the way to Dwaraka.

Ma (smiling): So, you liken Bholanathto a lion? Wait $ill
Bholanath comes to hear of it.

Shankarananda — | have spoken the truth. Who other than
Bholanath is  able to bear your heavy weight? Those who
Jauyhed at my word are not aware of the true significance ol

> fnanda Bhai — hustsand of BimalaMa. They were bothdissiples of fii
Annada Thakur of Adyapeath, At first Ananda Bhai renounced the wioth b o
beganto stay with his Guru, Ashort tirme after, Bimala Ma also follywied b
husband in renouncing the world. Recently they were staying al Melyaponil
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the lion as the carrier of Devi. | can affirm that Bholanath wiil
not be displeased on hearing it. He will understand the inner
meaning of my statement.

Ma (laughing): Well, who is Asura? Shankarananda (dis-
tending his bosoni): Why? | myself am the Asura.

It was followd Ly another burst of laughter. Ma again cut
jokes with Binyili Ma and Nirmala Ma. Hem Bhai sat silently.
Ananda Bhal wits talking incessantly. He recited poems of
various kincls past ol recounting. One could not simply help
admiring his memary. | sal for a time listening to Ananda
Bhai, | am nol sune | understood all he said. Then | went away
to sleepn.

(2)

13th Paash, 1343 Monday (28-12-36). 10 the morning | sat
downwith Mo Jidtish Babu and others had left for Caleutta the
day betore Tlewe wis no matinal kirtan, Ananda Bhai and
Nirmale. Mt were silting - with Ma, Nirmala Ma sat almost
sitently all the tiroe Alnigda Bhai made many remarks relating
to her,

The marhing wies passed in listening to all these talks.

Shaktipiula Laduri, an income tax officer had invited us
the previots day. Ho hil arranged to offer bhoga to Ma at his
house. His hause wis il Maheshganj on the other side of the
Ganges. We bid 1o go there by boat. He had also arranged
for the boals. A minor hhoga was offered to Ma at the
tharmastialt betore our leaving for Maheshganj. We too had
prasaca.

Serving with bhava (spirit of service) is the real service.
When the bioga was being offered to Ma, a gentleman
came with his wife. We were told that he was the Inspector of
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the Co-operative Societies at Katwa. He had ordorad the
images of Gaur (Sri Gauranga) and Nitai (Sri Nityanarclii)
being constricted for him. He had come to Navadwoop o
take delivery of the images, and having heard of Ma, was
there to have a sight of Her. The gentleman appeared to b
very simple and his wife also seemed to be of a quite doevout
nature. When the bhoga of Sri Sri Ma was over, the gentleman
made his pranama to Ma, Ma said, "l feel | have seen you
somewhere.” But the gentleman could not recall having a
previous mesting with Ma. He apprised Ma of his reasan for
coming to Navadweep. Ma was highly delighted.

The gentleman: Ma. give some instruction about the idoal
conduct of householders.

Ma: I have only one thing to tell you. You have come to
collectthe deitles—thara is no need af instructions so long as
the deities are with you. The main thing is to keep His com
pany. Problems arise when the company is parted. Always Iry
to serve the Thakur(God).

The gzntleman: Tell me something about haw | must serve
Him.

Ma: Instructions come from wilhin so fong as the Thakuor
is with you. Tryto put your heart inte the service, then the spirll
will be drawn in by itself. People talk, you know, of serving
heart and soul — here lies the secret of how it is done. Always
try to keep your heart directed towards Him. Besides, it is one
thing to serve and quite another to have service automatically
performed. You should set about it after collecting the rules:
and regulations of service from those wha know how 1o
serve. Asyou proceed, bhava (the spirit) is awakened, From
then on, you shall be serving throtigh bhava. Serving in split
is the real service, Such a service has no hard-and-fedst rulos
Itis quite personal and admits of no instructions. Quee, in
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the course of conventional service, bhava comes into the
picture,  all subsequent directions about how the service
should be conducted come from the bhava itself. You see,
though all are educated, reading the sarne set of books, yet
some can deliver spaeches while some others can compose
poems. Neither the speeches nor the poems were in the
books they read. These come out from withinthem. The same
thing is true of serving. Real serving, serving through spirit is
independent of teaching. It comes from within. (Looking at the
gentleman's wife) All should serve as Ma serves her husband.
We are all women. There is only one husband. God is our
common Husband. He alone is male, all else are famale.

It was time for our setting out for Maheshganj. The boat
also was in waiting. We proceeded, Sri Sri Ma leading and we
following Her. On the way a wornan said to Ma, '‘Ma’, how much
longer must | continue these works (i.e. worldly works)?'

Ma: So long as you have samskaras (tendencies produced
by karma). This bundle must be untied. This is the cause of all
troubles.

The woman: How iong still will my samskaras persist?

Ma: You must watlt for sometime more.

The woman: But'| cannot bear any more.

Ma: Not so. You have still some power left. Alleast you can
Wil say, ‘| can't.

So saying Ma looked at us and smiled. | felt that Her
worcls implied that reliance on God does not emerge solong as
even a litlle of personal initiative is left. We got into the boats
and renched Shaktipada Babu's house in two or two and a half
howrs. There Ma was  ofiered bhoga. We had prasada. We
were on nlir way back a little before evening. Getting to the
bank of the river we found all already seated in the boats. The
heaviest crowd was in the boat reserved for Ma. In one boat

SAI SR MAANANDAMAYI ]

there were only a few passengers such as Prankumar Dulny,
Atul Babu's brother-indaw and some others. | boarded It A
little before the boats were on the move, Ma walked across
three boats, took her stand in ours and said, “| have come 1o
this boat. for it contains all easygoing men, who would never
say, in s0 many words, Ma, da come to our boat." An uncalled
for grace, if ever there was one!

A little after the evening we reached Navadweep and
found that Khukuni Didi, Swami Akhandanandaji and Sri Binoy
Bhusan Sen with his wife were at Navadweep, wailing al the
bank of the Ganges, desirous of meeting Ma. Aswe got back
to the dharmashala a litle late at night, there were no
outsiders on that day. Only we ourselves sat near Ma.

Sri Sri Ma's instruction to us through the incident involving
Ananda Bhai and Nirmala Ma.

At the artival of new devatees, aur group had gained in
size. But though there were so many of us, there was no
provision for kirtan. This was because Bimala Ma and Nirmala
Ma were invariably spiritually affacted by kirtan and while in that
state they were said to be under excruciating pain. So Ananda
Bhai was always opposed to kirtan. We therefore only sat in
the room and had talks.

A few days before Nirmala Ma had gone to Jamshedpur as
the devatees there had been fervently requesting her for a long
time, and there she had also been emationally carried away by
a kirtan, Referring to that incident Ananda Bhai rebukingly told
her not to go about making & parade of her emotional
reaction. His words bore a touch of taunt, which painud
Nirmala Ma intensely. All present realised that Ananda Bhai's
censure was unjust and unreasonable. But Nirmala Ma's
hushand was sitting quite unaffected. Among those prosent,
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Triguna Babu said some words which, though not rude, were
clear enough to bring home to Ananda Bhai the fact that
he had taken undue liberty in criticizing Nirmala Ma in the
presence of her husband, Hem Bhal. While these controver-
sies were going on, Sri 8ri Ma seemed not to hear any part of
it salong. She was sitting silentand unmoved like an image
of stone. But the moment Triguna Babu said those words to
Ananda Bhai, Ma abjected to it and told Triguna Babu to
apologize to Ananda Bhaj at once. Triguna Babu complied.
The controversy came 1o an end and Ananda Bhai went away
to sleep. Nirmala Ma's bed was made near Ma's and she lay
down. Hem Bhai retired to bed.

After Ananda Bhai had gone to bed, Ma said to Abani
Babu "Well, Baba, you promised to treat us to a kirtan tonight.
didn't you?"

Abani Babu : Yes, Ma. | shall keep my word,

Ma: When?

Abani 8abu said "Just now” and he began to sing kirtan.
The kirtan went on. At the sound of kitan Ananda Bhal came
leaving the bed and sat by Ma. Ma did not say a word but
went on listening to the song. Abani Babu gradually raised his
voice and from time to time cast his eyes at Nirmala Ma.
Ananda Bhai wore a solemn jook. After the kirtan had gone on
for a time, Nirmala Ma fell 10 sobbing. At this, Ananda Bhai,
chafing with anger, went away from the room. And at that very
moment, the kirtan cane to a stop, Matoak Abani Babu to task.

Abani Babu :| cannot be blamed. Did you notask me to
sing the kirtan?

Ma: 1 told you to sing it soflly — why did you raise your
voice by degrees? Besides, you were interested in dragging
Nirmala Ma into an emotional unrest so in the intervals of your
singing, you had been looking at her fromtime to tine to
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measure the influence of your kifan on her. Your croscotilo
was evidentiy calculated to bring her into this pass.

It made us laugh to hear Ma speak. A fine shape of
things, really! Here was Ma Herself asking Abani Babu to sing
kirtan and now She was taking him to task for deing so. Of
course, it was Ma's censure, with not an iota of bitterness in it.

At Ma's words, Abanl Babu began to weep. At that we
stopped laughing and fell into silence. As for Nirmala Ma,
she was removed to another room. Ma said to us, ‘Ananda
Babu cannot be blamed for being offended. It is quite plainto
you how he is affectionate to Nirmala Ma. He objects to kirtan
sostrongly because it causes physical afffiction to Nirmala Ma.
He loves Ma and with the right that accrues from this love, he
says those things and seeks te contro! her activities. True, it
is painful to you but before you say anything in protest, you
should consider if you have any worldly right to interfere. If
you make any statement on the spur of the moment, it is sure
to land you in discomfiture. Under the circumstances, you
should think that all these are the ways of God. While He stirs
up religious sentiments in one, He again throws in
obstruction through another,”

A devotee; Ma, if someone maligns our Guru in our
presence, how should we react?

Ma: It is better to accept such defamation in silence. You
should think that it Is through the will of the Guru that you have
been compelled to hear him defamed. It promotes the
discipline of patiencs.

Name leads to Hathayoga .

After this Ma started interpreting Nirmala Ma's case. "You
seg”, She sald “as soon as Nimala Ma listens to kinan
she suffars physical Imbalance — It seems that her bosom
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wf?s being crushed out of shape. All these are similar to the
effects of Hathayoga. These imbalances oceur during the first

stages of sadhana. Thoy drop out afterwards. You must have

seg‘n people practising Hatlniyoga distorting their bodies in
various ways through diflerent postures, During the first stages
of sadhana even by repeating the Name, one experiénges
Ihese. reactions oceurring  spontanecusly in his body . The
body is thrown oul ol gear on hearing kirtan or singl}l of
Namg and there are many kinds of physical pain. Atthis srz e
listening to a kit is painful and yet stopping it seems ?o
cause a still greater pain. Did  you not hear her say, ‘True
hearing of kirlan ciuises me pain, but | cannot resist f;earin ’
such_syvuur Niwne. Notto hear it is more painful.’ Such g
cor‘udlllmln:nll.'--. tor patience. This is called Eapasya:. So | call
r.-apagy:r‘m,u sk (bearing heat or pain). Though listening to
:lesmgunr_mi Nime s painful, the pain disappears through
patient listening 1o it for a few days.” =
. Mar explitinad Her statement in various ways, Seeing it was
close on 3 aam. | went away to sleep.

Offering fruits to Ganga

14ih Paush, 1343 Tuesday (29-12-

mornilng owling an the Ganges?f(k!l af usax?«}e.r??nt:-?gr It}:lgr?"lnea(?'l ;
Four bo.ats were hired. On that day there was no arrange?‘ne:'é
for c_ookmg; on the boat. Ma said that She would return after
a briel spell of boating. Sachi Babu had plenty of fruits
brought from Caleutta for Ma. A basketful of fruits was taken
on the boat. The four boats were attached close together
withouta gap and sailed along the Ganges. The wavelets on
Gang'a seemed to be playing wantonly, glistening under the
morning sun. With the azure sky above, the sin-destroyin

limpid Ganga flowing with a graceful ease below, there stoc%

SRISRIMAANANDAMAY! 54

our ever-smiling Ma in the middte, clad in white, Her Ewe like
the autumnal moon, Her hair dishevelled — an embadinwent of
spiritual bliss. It was a sight of sights! The devoters weie
singing kirtan sweetly, with rapt self-abandoen. Al this sight, the
bathing women along the ghats of Navadweep kept looking ol
us picture-like, spell-bound. Seeing them standing like thid,
Ma expressed her Joy.

Ma was offered fruits as bhoga. She ordered Sachi Babulo
pick up fruits, one of each kind, and consign them to Ganga.
She also showed him how to doit. Sachi Babu took them one
ata time in folded palms and threw them into the Gangir-
water in the posture of offering oblation during a Yajna
Oranges, apples, guavas drifted along the Ganges. The
boatmen found it difficuit to contain themselves at this
seeming misuse of precious fruits. Thay were making & bid lor
recavering them, but Ma forbade themand kept gazing at the
fruits for a long time.

Sitting in the boat, we partook of the prasada. Bimali
Ma, Nirmala Ma and others were with us. After a shor ramizling
about in the boat, Ma again made for the dharmashalg
Hearing a controversy last night between Nirmala Ma and
Ananda Bhai, a question had arisen in my mind. | was looking
for an oppertunity te put the question to Ma. Finding Heralone
for a short span of time on the way 1o the dharmashala, | said

_to Her, “Ma, when religious sentiments wake up within a

person, obstacles appear on the way of their development. Are
these obstacles accidental, orare they a regular featureof tho
reatm of sadhana?" Scarcely had | put my guestion across,
when Ananda Bhai came up and stood beside Ma. Ma said, "l
cannot answer it now. Raise it some other time.”

We all got back to the dharmashala. Ma satin the veral i,
Manytalks were on. Atthis moment Sachi Babu came with i
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telegram from Baba Bholanath and said, “Ma, Bholanath Is ill,
here is his telegram. What shouid we do now?”

Ma: Perhaps this telegram is agains! the non-receipt of
the letter you wrote to Bholanath. Wait for his re ply to that letter,

Sachi Babu: Baba sends a telegraph being il tn an out-of-
the way place and we shall sit still doing nothing? Is it not our
duty to send a telegram?

; Ma: Nathing to worry over. But you may do what you think
I.

Ma said these words in a way as if Bholanath was no
relation of Hers. Old Dadamahashay and Didima were with
Bholanath; She did not express Her anxiety even on their
accounts. The indifference of Sri $ri Ma is something to take
note of. But we being weak, Her Indiference only adds to our
uneasiness. Sachi Babu sent a pre-paid telegram. In the
afternoon the reply came, intimating that Bholanath was well,

Nirmala Ma's departure from Navadweep.

Today Nirmala Ma and Hem Bhai were due to depart from
Navadweep. Hem Bhal expressed his desire 1o leave the day
before, but Ma would not hear of it, If they had left then, the
Incldent of the night would not have taken place. Thelrs as well
as our days at Navadweep would have passed peacefully, But
Ma willed otherwise. Seemingly, She Herself led us into a
quarrel and then as a dispassionate spectator Instructed us
on the occasion. Coming to Navadwesp | saw, this time, this
pecullar way of Ma,

At noon Srl Sri Ma sald to Nirmala Ma, “Ma sing me a
song.” Nirmala Ma sald, “Ma, | cannot sing at will. My songs
are spontaneous. When | feel like singing | cannot suppress It
nor can |sing at the request of somebody." Ma said, “But you
must sing me a song." Nirmala Ma remalnad sllent.
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Atabout 3 p.m. Ma told everybody to get ready. Sho wotlld
go with us to the temple. She sent for Nirmala Ma.  Alle
sometime we found Nirmala Ma moving in a circle, singjing. I
was an amezing sight. Her face beaming from excoss o
emotion and tears trickling down her cheeks, wilh arms
thrown up, she was singing lost to the external world, treading
the ground to the measure of the song:—

Sri Krishna Chaitanya Prabhu Nityananda

Hare Krishna Hare Rama Shri Radha Govinda.

It was such a sweet song fit to melt even a stone. As |
listened 1o il, Ithought that perhaps Sri Gaurangadeva also
sang such sengs at the doars of Navadweep rousing 1he
audience lo areligious frenzy. All wha listenad to the song of
Nirmala Ma had their eyes bathed in tears. All were speech-
less. Sri Sri Ma was eyeing at Nirmala Ma. with a smile an Hor
lips. Nirmala Ma again sang:—

Jai Radhe Radhe Krishna Krishna

Hare Krishna Hare Hare.

A nam balo badane shunao kane

Bilao jiver dware dware.

(Sing the praise of Radha and Krishna and distribute, Lhe
name among the people from doar to door.)

Thus singing she walked out of the dharmashala and went
towards the Ganges. Many among our group followed her. The
sound of that divine song was wafted to our ears from the
bank of the Ganges borne by the dew-drenched gentle
breeze of the afternoon. Reverberated from shore to shoro of
Ganga, the refrain gradually thinned away into the distanco:

"A nam balo badane shunao kane

Bilao jiver dware dware."”

A mood of detachment fell on all. It seemed asifa scene from
he 2veriflashed across our tear-stained eyes like one projuciod
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on a screen, and dissolved that very instant.

Nirmala Ma was to go to the station in a boat fram the
landing place of the Ganges and from there set out for Beha-
rampur. We had all been charmed by the shy and modest
behaviour of Nirmala Ma. The way she parted from us left on
our mind a deep impression of devotion and love. Whenever
we think of Nlrmala Ma, our heads are bowed down to her feet
from sheer veneration. Perhaps that is how an object of purity
has an attraction.

After the depanture of Nirmala Ma, Ma, as they told me,
had remarkad, "It is pity you did not join in the song of Nirmala
Ma, for it you dlirl, you would have seen something unprece-
dented.” We it whit we were destined te lose. There was no
use grievinepover i1, bt as forwhat | saw and heard — who can
doubt thid they waere the effect of a pile of virtue acquired in
SOIMC Previens, Lirlh?

(3)

Lalita Sakhi and Sri Sri Ma.

A little hetore the evening, Ma went out from the dhar-
mashafi, aceompanied by all. Notfarfrom the dharmashala
was Sankyf Hard (Community House), Ma entered into the
Samaj i Direclly on entrance through the main door there
was on e right a spacious “Nat Mandir" (a hall for
religious and  eultural ceremonies). A pandit was giving a
religious discourse sitting in the Nat Mandir. A small group of
audience attended it. Instead of entering into the Nat Mandir,
Ma stopped at the gate for a while and then proceeded
keeping the Mat Mandir to the right. After advancing a little
| found that a lady belonging 1o the western part of India,
inclined to obesity came up and bowed downto Ma. From the
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way she was dressed up, | took her for the proprictross of tho
temple. After the pranama, she led us to the veranda ol o
building and offered us seatls. | sat very close to the lady. Thon
| had a chance of scrutinizing her face. From the face and
voice | eame to understand that the person | had been
regarding as a woman all this time, was really a man engaged
in Sadhana of Sri Krishna in the guise of a Sakhi. Then
suddenly | was reminded of Lalita Sakhi,* and understood
that we were in Lalita Sakhi's Kunja (a garden abode).

After we all were seated, Lalita Sakhi said to Sri SriMa, 'Ma,
| was displeased with you. This morming somebody said that
you had left Navadweep, | sullced at the news of your teaviry)
without meeting me and kept brooding over that moaod, [ made
no further enquiry about you.”

Ma: You sulked, and lo, here | @m before your

Lalita Sakhi; You ook rather emaciated this time.

Ma smiled a litile and asked Lalita Sakhi 1o sing a sang.
One of us said to Lalita Sakhi, “Ma, we heard about your
kirtan at Calcutta. Today you must treat Lis to one.”

Lalita Sakhi: Ma, as a knower of our heart's secrets (Antar
yami), you know that | cannot sing.

Sometime passad in silence. Ma said to us, "Put soma
questions to her.”

Lalita Sakhi: Ma, what shall [ say. | am a bird trained wup
to speak by Ma. | can only repeat what you have taught ma.

Ma: Those who do not know their "lesson” are eaqgor (o
listen tothat much.,

We had ameng us a Swamiji, who was a devotee of Ma. He
was first acquainted with her at Vindhyachal, since then he

* ltisthe name of ore of the eightconfidantes of Radha. The Sakhi S witnin
originates from the idea that Shri Krishnia i the only male, All othwnt, i
temales, with irishna as their beloved.
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had become adevotee of Ma. He had gone even to Dehradun
to meet Ma. | was told that he had been to England. Swamiji
said to Lalita Sakhi, “Instruct us according to our mental
stgies." I'thought it quite a good proposal. It would kill two
birds with one stone. Besides listening to her instructions,
we would be able to know her capacity for sounding our
m_ental states, if any. But Lalita Sakhi did not step into the trap
laid for her. Very softly she began to say, “The organ of this
heart emits no sound unless struck. Played on by an expert,
it gives out pleasing musical notes (Ragas and Raginis)".
?eing at a disadvantage, Prankumar Babu said, “What are a
fiva's resources? What are his duties?

Lalita Sakhi: Do not talk of ajiva’s duties. The duty of
children is 1o attend 1o studies, that of a husband is to
rr?afn[ain his wife and so on. Different classes of people have
different duties. Inspiie of this difference according to posi-
lions. thereis a common duty pertaining to all. It is to meditate
on the Self, that is, to make introspective enquiries such as
"who am [, wherefrom have | come? what is my nature?” etc,,
and then try to be identified with the self.

Prankumar Babu: Is the emergence of the sense of duty
everything? What about the abstructions in the way of abtain-
h:_q u;fhat seems o be desirable according to the sense of
ity

Lalita  Sakhi: Obstructions there will be, for our sense
cilrg[::‘lns are all externally oriented. It is these sense organs that
huu!ur A every step, and they would continue to de so, till they
are inlernalized. But if our efforts are whole-hearted, help also
comes our way. Itis God Himself who helps us in the form of
Indwelling spirit and Guru. But we are not ready to work hard.
We are eager of wages in advance. But the path, we have to
tread, is uphlill. God says-—
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Jattadagre vishamiva pariname amritropamanm

Tat sukham satvikam proktamatmabuddhi prasacijiun

(Pure happiness is said to be one derived from the aw:ik
ening of one's own intellect. It is like poison in the beginning,
but like nectar in the long run).

Butwe are not prepared to undergo privations, nor hawve:
we the ability for it. Being thus circumstanced, we have just
one hope. (pointing to Ma) Fasten you tiny boat to this ship in
the form of Ma and rest contented. Then wait in the hope ol
Her Grace. What more can | say. This organ gave out the not:
as played on by Ma. | have nothing to say on my own.

Ma (to Lalita Sakhi) : But the organ being of a good quality
rings true. (All laughed).

Lalita Sakhi went on, "We describe ourselves as wooden
puppets in the hand of God. But it is not true. A wooden
puppet has no will of its own —it is completely at the mercy of
others. But we cannot surrender ourselves like a woodon
puppet. We are better described as dolls made of desires."

Seeing the crowd swelling up gradually, our seats
were transferred to the courtyard. We cleared out from
veranda and took our new seats. We were surrounded on all
sides by about a hundred people. Now | was at some distance
fram Lalita Sakhi, but had no difficulty in hearing her words.

The afore-mentioned Swamiji asked Lalita Sakhito inter
pret a sloka from the Gita beginning with “Sarvadharman
parityafya” (discarding all duties ..., ). Lalita Sakhi explained
it In very easy and simple words. Not that she said anything
original, but it was a pleasure to hear her. In the course ol
explaining the sfoka, she said, "A man can gain his objective
fram anything he adheres to as God without any Interlor
motive. It is folty to make a mess of everytning through doslro
forareturn. Everything is indisarray the moment deslires croc)
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in. Otherwise it is possible to get to the goal ev i
ping one's husband as God. This isgthe B\ﬁgybyi\::o:;?ift;
householder_s can acquire religious merits. | tell you a sto.r in
this connection. A chaste woman had a hushand stricken »};ﬂh
Ielprosy. As he was completely handicapped by the fell
disease, she could not leave him behind when oin
elsewhere, lest he should be exposed to the atlacks of bir%is o?
beasts. She used to put him inta a basket and went with th
basket on her head. )
One day her husband saw a prostitute of is
and was enamoured of her. Thoul;h being :;riizgﬁligzhg?sg
the potency to fulfil his desire, yat he was poss‘essed by a
strong lust for the harlot. As he had no hope of having her, yhe
beganto pass his days languishing with sorrow. The che;ste
woman ol;served her husband pining away, drew out the
cause of his sorrow through sheer Importunity and in order
to satisfy his desire undertook serving the prostitute at her
house. Some days passed in this way. The prostitute
pleased at the service of her new maid-servant wanted tc;
know her wish, desirous of rewarding her. The V\.;oman then
to!Ad htlarthe desire of her husband. Hearing this the prostitute
said, 'l havelsfswed many men with this body for money. |
shall feel gratified }'f | can today do the same to fulfil the desire
'zfch:aste woman like you. You Just bring your husband to me.'
t this the woman was delighted and prepared to bring hér
husband to the house of the hatlot. At that moment Naravana
In his abode, Valkuntha said to Lakshmi, ‘| must go tg the
earth just now, because [ must be personally present at the
spot to witness how the Sati is going to serve her husband.’
Lakshmi sald, 'Why should you go alone? Take me also with
K‘ou, sothat | with my presence, may pay homageto the Sati,'
arayana consenting, they both went ta the house of ill famé.
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Mahadeva, the God of gods, also made ready to leave Kl
for the prostitute’s house and when Parbati knew the cilso ol
it, she said, ‘One of my names is Sati. If | do not pay respect
tothis Sati, who else will?’ Sathe Husband of Umaalso sel ol
with His consort, Uma. Brahma and Brahmani were notto ki
behind. The harlot's den, which is like a hell on earth, was
transformed into  heaven, thanks to the Sati. So you sce,
serving her husband without desire far a return, net anly did
the chaste woman have the fortune of visualizing Narayan
and other Deities, but her husband and the prostitute were
also emancipated through her greatness.

By the time the story ended, it was evening. Sti Sri Mn
asked the girls of our group to sing kirtan. The elder daughter
of Jatish Babu sang:-

Sri Krishna Chaitanya Prabhu Nityananda

Hare Krishna Hare Ram Shri Radhey Govinda.

The ather ladies also joined in, Many people listened to the
song standing. Bimala Ma wept her heart out, carried away by
religious emotion. Weeping she said to Lalita Sakhi, "O
Mother, give me devotion, give me devation.” Sesing her
weeping, Lalita Sakhi's heart overflowed with emotion. In an

effort ta contain it, she kept repeating “Jai Guru, Jai Guru™.
Pointing at Ma, she said, “She, whom you have resorted to,
will draw you along. Keep your boat tied to this ship. Nothing
else is required.” Bimala Ma, with her bosom drenched with
tears, began to repeat, “Ma, be sure to draw me along.”
Amidst such sheddings of tears, all hearts were deeply moved.
All eyes were big with tears. Only Sl Sri Ma's face was quict,
smiling. No worldly smiles and tears seemed able to disturh
her Himalayan calm. Ma's affectionate eyes ssemad o ho
shedding benediction on all like a light-house on a storm
tossed acean. Seeing the weeping and wailing of Blmalta M,
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Lalita Sakhi was somewhat astonished and said, "This Is not
dug to a”ny mental depression. So far as | see, it has arrived,
efrnved! Perhaps her remark was directed by het observa-
t;c?n ofa pre-dawn glow of the development of divine love in
Bimala Ma._Then tocomfort Bimala Ma, she said smilingly, “No
Kaar, Lhere IS no cause for anxiety. It is in the nature of this
nandamayee to drag backwards at ti iti
forward mation.” el
Now we took leave. With Ma and Bimala Ma leading, we
slowly returned to the dharmashala. The whole day seemed to
have passed through divine elation. It seemed that having
;ogle to“fNa\l.;aldwetep, the place sanctified by Mahaprabhu, |
ada my liie blessed. The mind was rep! i ‘
etk plete with a feeling of
. On arri:u.ing at the the dharmashala, we sat around Ma.
Duﬁerentt_oplcs were touched upon. Ma said to me, “You asked
me a que':s,tron on the way back from Ganga, did you not?"
| said, 'Ma, as God-consciousness  starts awaking in
someone, obstacles are found to come In oppaosing its
development. Are they a regular feature pettaining to the
world of Sac:fhana. ora mark of individual misfortune? For
example, Nwmgla Ma is on the point of developing an
aqm}rab!e realization, but she s having to encounter
?undrances at every step, seeking to block it up. In your case
g![soI an | have heard, you were obstructed by Baba
10lanath.  From all these | presume that such
aro tha rule of this path. ehstuetions
Ma : Bholanath did not obstruct me iri
the way Nirmala Ma
Is belng obs.ructed. But while discussing these matters, you
shouSTd Iealve out the case of 'this body' (of Herself).
© saying, Ma entered into a discussion of m
y question.
But aftar She had sald a word o two, She sald, 'Words do not
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flow in. This discussion must wait for the present; raisa it whon
the night has advanced farther.’

| : That is a good idea. Khukuni Didi will also be prosent
then.

While speaking of Nirmala Ma's situation | quite uncon

sciously compared it with one of the past stages of Ma and M
instantly protested against it. Even before this | had noticed
that whenever such a comparison was suggested, whether by
myself or by someone else, She was not slow to oppuse it with
the remark, “Do not refer to 'this body' while discussing thesa
things.” In factfrom Her very birth, Ma's life shows a speciality
which is not found in the life of any other saint. Untutored and
without any sadhana from her birth, She was conversant with
all the thecries of the spiritual world. None of the processes
such as asana-mudra Hathayoga and Rafayoga were unre-
vealed to Ma. One day she had told me, "There is no asarti
or mudra which | do not know., When someone shows me an
asana under Hathayoga, it seems that this body has been
subjected to it", When some stage of sadhana is referred to,
She at once says, 'This body has, passed through no encl of
stages, so | understand which stage is being spoken of." Ya!
none of these postures cor yogic activities has been
deliberately performed by Ma. As stages like childhood, youth
etc. appear spontaneously in the human body as a course of
Nature, admitting of no personal option, so was the develop-
ment of Ma's spiritual life. Hence the life-history of Ma is o
striking phenomenon in the world of sadhana. s this the
reason why Ma objects to being compared with athers or dots
it hint at Ma's being an incarnation of God? Similar things cin
be compared. How can comparison come in betwean things
that have natural dissimilarity?
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Howsgzjn one have c!euotinn and faith in God
o howngqrhal ourdiscussian was held up, a gentlerman said
, an a man easily have devotion and faith in Gad?’ ‘

out by the Guru unque
by itselfl while he is
Guru. Itis no use
mind is rostlos

stioningly. What help is needed com
‘o gg&peec}mg under the guidance of t!?:
s, bin 9 that mind is not stabilized The
mind, nourish it '.u .-g Starved of its natural food. Feed the
tha mind Is porlect 1en it wil| caim down by itself. The foad of
Through -chrh-‘rm'{ i The mind is tossing about for that joy
foy, but failim,'u; 1“ objects of the world, the mind is looking for
— itis restloss Tﬁme by {h? object of its search —perfect joy
the mind is ;'l-\:'\.:‘;r{'- 0? pertect joy is inherent to our nature, and
W Cﬂnnml-—‘i its taste. For this the partial joys of the
looks for tha mgt Y L ! liken the mind to a chid. As a child
mind seeki P ”lm[ 167 and is not quiet till it gets her, so s the
Findl alsg ;,‘f:”:{i mother. Its mother is perfect joy. To me the
cannot be ;.:ontor?[ great Seeker of Truth. Just as the seeker
strives for . e 'S.”e- Uil he gains his object and constantly
it with holy Jidnﬂs. r:f\ém l':l:lgg l;:m}regng after perfect joy. Nourish
éﬁ?; ﬁ:v c:xores of the househ;d.tlhé?aur?o}} i;?ﬁt;ce‘ Ao
oy U”eysd;ave aneye on God. If yoy keep that in view you
that) and ‘,.ih:::ﬁ!” the supreme objectivel “So’ham'.(', &5
shadow, Our agas als(ggaogh:;i, J(nter-rela;.ted as tree and its
; --2 projection of So'
:’zgsgyojvgj;’;””wtlorf WIth Him. As one gets to ?hcf ?ogfrgi: tll::
Bodthestg) Iﬁ;gf; rf:;r?nhadow. Inthe same w:y ons can attain
wavering eye on God, ance of worldly duties, if he has an un-

Ma went on Instructing in this key for a long time
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Hindrances in the way of spiritual developments.

As the night deepened, Ma reveried to my provioue
question, namely, why obstructions arise in the wiy of
spiritual developments.

She went on, “You see, fire once ablaze will come a full
cycle. No one can choke it up midway. When God-conscious
ness arises Inthe seeker and subjects him at once to joy and
pain, no man has it in his powerto stem its course. As a seeker
suffers pain on hearing a kirtan, attempts are sometimes
made to keep him away from it, but it is of no use. For when
the time is ripe for the burgeoning of God-conscicusness In
a seeker, he is exposed to kirtans or religious songs through
some unthinkable coincidence, and he is carried off his feet by
an upsurge of religious emation. It is beyond a human being to
hold them in check. You may ask why at all efforts are made
to keep a seeker away from kirtan, as instead of furthering
his spiritual uplift it merely proves ahindrance to it. Here, you

have to bear it In mind that the oppesitions coming from
friends and relatives proceed from the samskaras acquired
by the seeker in his previous birth or his karma. The relatives
and friends that a seeker has, are in conformity with his
samskaras the way he has been conditioned. Some of them
hinder him, while others help him on. As in the case of Nirmala
Ma, you see while Abanl Babu is eager to stimulate religious
emotions in her, Babaji (Ananda Bhai) is always vigilant that
no such emotions might be stirred up. Babaji, from his
attachment for Nirmala Ma, opposes kirtan being sung In hor
presence, because It causes her pain. Again Abani Babu alsa
loves the mother and so is desirous of boosting up Ma's
religious sentiments through the singing aof kirtan. Al thouso
are as scheduled by the samskaras acquired In the provious

birth.
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k]rtanY{i}\:y ::ng.r :rsroxirrhy”:\fla f,ee!s S0 intense pain on hearing
; isthat these laughs and tears
' : , Weals and
ggglss are alsc.:: derived frgm desires. Feeling happy on hearing
hakd na&]e Is also a kind of desire. Did You not hear
o a Ma declare yestlerday, ' cannot keep away from
c:armg spch sweet name either.' The hearing of name
o :asles pgm, again refraining trom hearing it is also as painful
Sand woes are invariably corr i '
elated with desi
tachments. One has to attai ‘ i
. ain equity through such i
of pleasures and pains. Th , ot ol
s - Ihe sufferings must persist
' pé sol
as equity is not gained. They have their need. Those ﬁgg

proceed along the
path of sadhana m .
undergo these experiences.” ust necessarily

Cosmology, Meditation.

IIVI:aMa"r :ow are thg initial samskaras formed?
o arise - r\::se Questions pertain to cosmology, These ques-
N your mind, as you have |
of creation, continuati et Toigdy e
J on and annihilation. You d
i . o al yo
gt?tﬂi{r?t rf]fgwor:‘gt_wes; arlld S0 you ascribe motives even to (}::ozr
inof ultimate truth, these have n ing.
. . ! a meaning.
ThaiT rllz uur\;f;'_«g llf;e \ﬁdantlst calls them Maya (ilusion) )
abu; ! ime
AL 4, shouldn't one increase the time of medi-
weag?t;e?;es. tft des to concentration, And then meditation
\ out during its ow at i
et g ncourse. What is left behind

o If meditation it
] self increases concentrati
can meditate on worldly affairs as weil. wion. fhen we
Ma: Meditation on worldly affairs no doubt increases

concentration, but it creates b
' ondage. Only me
real thing breaks down the bonds. Ay medliation: gin
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it being half past three at night, we went away 1o sluop

15th Pous 1343, Wednesday, (30-12-36). Going Mii In tho

morning. | found Her door closed. | was told that some peoplo
were closeted with Ma to have private talks with Her, Many
people were also waiting outside to meet Her. | saw many new
faces, some*Manipuri boys among others. Seeing that thoso
within were taking a long time, | had a peep through the
window of Ma's room and found Ma talking with Akhandanan-
daji and Khukuni Didi. it seemed that Ma was talking abou
Yajnakunda (sacrificial pit) of Vindhyachal. | heard that the
Yajnakunda had developed some flaw. The Swamiji hadl
come from Vindhyachal to have a talk about it. Understarnd-
ing that it would be sometime before the door of Ma was
opened, | moved away elsewhere for a time.

After the secret consultation was over, we sat with Ma. Ma
was speaking about Bhalanath's iliness. Bholanath had
come to Calculta for treatment four or five months ago.
Denam White had come to Jatish Babu's quarier and exam-
ined Bholanath. Ma also had been taken there. She was
walting in the puja-room c¢f Jatish Babu. Denam White hacl
been much impressed by Ma. His remark was, "l have never
seen a person laugh like this.” Ma had distributed prasada
among all. Denam White came to Ma and stood agape waiting
for the prasada. Ma also dropped a sandesh(a sweetineat)

into his mouth.

Purushakara (initiative) and Grace.

After a while Nirod Babu said. "“Ma, in sadhana, how miich
effort is needed and how much depends on Grace?"

Ma : So long as you have power, you musl act. As yau are
exerting yourselves for different domestic duties, so shoulkl
you in religious matters. But bear it in mind thint thone
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religious strivings so far are done in Ignorance and God s the
acting principle behind them. While oing these works, a
stage comes when a man realises the futiiity of his abilty.
When he comes to the realization that there is nothing he can
do on his own, self-surrender and reliance on God take over,
Even then action does not come o an end. Actions at that
stage are born of knowledge. Now he realizes that it is God
who is getting these works done by him. These too, come
under the category of wark as the ego still persists. The work
done at this stage is Purushakara. They are the works of the
Supreme Purusha.

I Ma, where are you going to mark the end of sadhana?
Knowledge is attained, self-surrender comes in, but works are
yetto fade out. Where does sadhana or action end?

Ma : In the union of the pair.

Many smiled at this answer.

I:Ma, I could not clearly understand the meaning of
purushakara. Does it consist in our all-out attempts to attain
God or does it come inwhen inthe course of salf-exertion, we
lose faith in our own power and refrain from action looking
forward to the Grace of God? Is purushakara an effort to go
up the stream or is it just submission to the drift of the stream?

Ma: When you submit yourself to the drift of the stream, it
Isthe real state of Purushakara. The actdone then is verily the
act of the Supreme Purusha, the act of knowledge. All acts
done before are acts of ignorance.

|- When will the sadhana come 1o an end?

Ma: In the union of the two when one bacomes
“bedanta” (toothless).” At this time Khukuni Didi said, “A littie
before this, Ma discussed Krishina Lila. Sho sald that Krishna

" Ataiater stage, this teemiused by Ma has been explained.
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Lila is not fit even for the ears of jivanmuktas (Ten, ol
pated during their life). The term "emancipated™ Impllos Ilm.l
they were once in bondage and are freed af_tenvarcls.ﬁ)n!y
those who have risen higherthan this are fitto!lsten tp Krisii
Lila asthey alone can understand it. Krishna Lifa begins ‘:Nhum
Vedanta ends. This is inexpressible in words. In Itl'?rs um_
there is only one Purusha. He is Radha, gopinis (the
milkmaids of Vrindaban) and the cowherds all in ane. The sell-
same Krishna enjoys Himself in many ways™. It seemed to me
that it was an arragance on my part to try to u.nders{and
Krishna Lila. So | put no question to Ma regarding it. | said o
Her, “Ma, now that | understand purushakara, tell me what is
Grace.” . '

Ma : Grace is the reward of acts outstanding f rom previous
birth. The good works performed by youin previous birth come
back to you in the form of Grace. . -

1: [f it is the reward of my acts, | am entited to it —itis my
wagsfé: No doubt you are entitled to it, but as you are not
aware of it, you take it for Grace. Besides, inthe course of hig
sad/hana, a seeker comes to a stage when evarythmg appears
to him as Grace. Itis as if whatever is happening on earth is
due to the Grace of God. Itis free from the sadf?ya-sa_dllr;«zrfu
(achieving and the object of achievement) rela.nonsl'np i it
This is the stage of Grace. The stage above it trarjlscunrlz-;
Grace. There remains only one Existence. Who will show
Grace and to whom?

It appeared from Ma's interpretation of Grace gnc.l it
shakara, that they are two aspects of the same thing. thnl
appears to be purushakara when lo_oked at from one View
pointis Grace from another viewpoint. All that wmlq iy the
hape of attaining God-realization, such as meditation,




44 INASSOCIATION WITH

concentration etc. were described by Ma as ignorance-born
af;ts:Wf}en inthe course of such actions, the seeker realises
his insignificance and submits himself to the Supreme, All-
emt?racing One, the real purushakara begins. Theseeker'nuw
realises that all the activities of the universe are being directect
by the will of that Supreme Being — God. This again Is the
stage of Grace; because then the seeker realises that nothing
inthe universe can iake place exceptthrough the Grace of the
Lord of the universe. This is called the stage of Grace perhaps
because the ego still persists. When the edo dissolves, what
remains is unspeakable and that is the Highest Truth.

For the last few days Bimala Ma was eager to go back to
Adyapeeth. During Ma's bhoga, she entreated Ma to permit
her to leave. But Ma continued to oppose her. Bimala Ma, with
almost a tearful voice said, “Ma, you do not understand what
an ordeal itis for me to be staying here. My bosom is being
rackgd tothe point of bursting. | seem to have reached the
fast limit of mytoleration.” Ma said, "Well, you stay for this
day. If you want to go tomorrow, | will not stap you. It is agreed
then, understand?” Bimala Ma consented very relucténliy but
marks of agony were still visible on her face. In the afternoon
Ma went with Bimala Ma and others for a boating on ths;
Ganges. Ma had also asked Sri Binoy Bhushan Sen to join the
boat-party with his wife, They were dueto depart for Calcutta
onthe sameday. Ma gave them some instructions in the boat.

Ahaituki kripa (unmerited or causeless Grace)

As Ma was seated in Her room after the evening, we too
sat at Her feet. Today, arati was offered to Ma. Abani Babu
performed the arati. All sangthe songsofarali. The arati over,
Abani Babu, Swami Shankarananda, Ananda Bhai and.ﬂthers;
read out the Adya Stotra. Atter that Ma was taken away tor a
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snack. We sat on in the room. | started a conversation wilh
Swami Akhandanandaji. The talks we had in the morming on
Grace and purushakara were gone over again. Al this line
Gyan Brahmachari said, “Ma has said that Her talk on Griee
in the moming has not been concluded. Nothing was skl
then about ahaituki kripa (unmerited Grace). Ahaituki kripa is
also there. If reminded of it, She would say something ahou!
it."” We sat waiting to hear what additional things Ma wouild
say about Grace.

After the bhaga, Sri Sri Ma came into the reom and took
Her seat. Khukuni Didi alse sat near Her. Bimala Ma went to
another room to lie down, As soon as Ma was composed on
Her seat, | said, "Ma, you spaoke of a kind of Grace called
ahaituki Kripa, didn't you?"

Ma : Yes.

| : What is it?

Ma : Grace without any cause.

| 1 If there is such a thing, we would be justified in calling
God capricious.

Ma : God has His share of caprices, too. He is perfect in
all respects. So why should He be without caprices?

| : Well, Ma, the causeless Grace you speak of — far whom
is it causeless?

Ma : For God.

So saying Ma passed into an attitude indicating that She
was notinclined to proceed with this discussion. So we were
obliged to stop. Other talks went on.

After a time Ma asked for a kirtan to ba sung In a low tona.
But as the tone of the kirtan slowly mounted up, She had [t
stopped. Ma sald, "If you sing kirtan so loudly, Matajl (Bimala
Ma) will be put to paln and she may even come aver to this
room. Bimala Ma was lying in the room adjoining to the one
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in which we were talking. On the Eastern wall of our room
there was a cleft so wide that anything spoken in our room
was clearly audible in the next. Alittle after the stopping of the
kirtan. Bimala Ma came to our room with visible marks of pain
on her face. She said that she was made restless by the note
of kitan and that she was going to rush Into this room on
hearing it, but somebody seemed to have fastened the door
from without with a chain fastener. So she was writhing with
painall the more, not being ableto come here. At this Ma said
smiling, “As they were singing kiran so loudly, | was thinking
that it would be nice if someone had kept Ma's room bolted,
lest she should be coming over to this room."

The incident provided another proof of the fact that a work
was accomplished through the mere wish of Ma. After some
conversation with Bimala Ma and Ananda Bhai, Ma sent them
both to bed. We kept sitting with Ma.

The main thing about sadhana is the learning of patience.

Sri Sri Ma began to describe the state of Bimala Ma —
"Her body falls into disorder when she hears kirtan and there
is a feeling of intense pain. It is Rajayoga mixed with
Hathayoga. This happens on reciting and hearing the Name,
Ma is cager lo leave Navadweep — this eagerness 100 is
concomilant to her particular stage of sadhana. So | am
holding her back as often.as she Is Inslsting on going to
Adyapeoth. Itls a healthy obstruction for it makas for practice
of patience. If one s allowed to go the way hls mind in its
restlessness seeks to go, he cannot have any disclpline in
patience. To a person golng In for sadhana, maintenance
af patience is of paramount Importance. It Is for her getting
practised in patlence that | offered resistance to Ma and took
her out in the boat this afterncon. If | had allowed her to keep
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lying down instead, it would have done her an injury.” '

Ma, as a rule, never says anything contrary to ol
wishes. | saw Her depart from this rule only in thie e ol
Bimala Ma- and Nirmala Ma. Now | understood the reison vl
this exception. . '

Ma went on, “Tapasya of the right kind consists in
patiently containing the physical pains caused by tl:ua upsUrgpe
of emotions. If one submits to such upsurge in silence for il
while, his body lies still tired out and benumbed. You regard il
as samadii, but it is not really so. It is a kind of physh:;,t
weariness. Sarmadhi and physical langour have to be discrimi
nated between by effects and attitudes. They cannol ho
distinguished at the first sight.

Sri Sri Ma’s education and early life.

“Those who are literate can understand it to some exlgnl.
But 1was not educated either by observing others or reading
books. Literary education was not in vogue where | was born.
On all sides there were houses of Muslims and at that time they
did not care for literacy. Besides, | could not associate much
with them either. Though all loved me and caressed me, yu
| could not goto a Muslim's house except before bathing i
your grandmother would not allow it.

“During my early years, your grandfather gave me carly
education and taught me the alphabets and a few alphabaticiil
complexes. In one day | learnt the alphabets and took another
day to learn the same In the reverse order. After that i
remotely-related maternal uncle of your grandfather got nw
admittad intc the Lower Primary class of his school. Ho hisd
a pathshala (school) in which education up to the Lownt
Primary was taught. | was admitted into the Lower Prinllauv
class right after | had completed my first bock of reading. Thix
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was because the reputation of my being a Lower Primary
student was expected to improve my chance a little in the
marriage market. Besides, my grandlather's school had few
girl students. Another reason of his eagernass to get me
admitted might be a desire to add to the roll of girl students in
his Lower Primary Class. He got for me old text books for the
Lower Primary Class by raking them up from different places.
I had no slate. 1 used a small piece of a slate. Thus started my
educationin the pathshala. True | was enrolled, but | could not
go to schoal everyday. The school was at some distance from
our house. Your grandmother would not allow me to go to
school alone | could goto school only on such days when
she could find samebody to accompany me. On other days
| stayed away at home. When | went to my uncle’s house, my
school-going was stopped altogether. In all, | read at school
only for a days. What | read with the girls one day was found
to have been far exceeded on my next visit several days after.
In order to overtake them | needed to read the pages in
between. But| could not do so, | brought myselfintoa line with
them merely by turning over the pages. But surprisingly
enough, | was first in the class in spite of all these lapses in my
studies. The teacher asking the questions, could not put me in
discomfiture. The reason was that when | sat down to read my
book al home, my eyes fell on a few words, and thair mean-
ings were revealed to me by themselves. As for example,
suppose while reading the bogk | caught sight of the word
‘hasti’. A little reflection over It made me conclude that its
meaning would possibly be ‘elephant’. Thus | maried a few
words and thought out their meanings. There were in the
lesson many other words and thelr meanings equally un-
known to me, but | would never notlce them. Appearing for the
test at school, | found that the teacher was asking me about

1
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only those words that had come to the notice. | did nal (RINE
even a moment's thought to answer them. My answus cane
pat. Al this the other girl students were surprised, for when

they asked me the meaning of any word, | could mak: noreply

nor could any part of the lesson they might ask me 1o r, "{l~
“Once an Inspector came to inspect our school. On i n:
day | had almost committed to memory a part of n:\;wl!':
through repeated reading. The Ingpector came anid afa (0 ”‘;,l
severally what we read. He asked metoreada port.on fm?\s 1“
book. | found it the same as | had almost COfTNTl\Ill[l.( pa
memary in the moming, | quoted it from memory ﬂlL]t;[lj‘lva- N
this the Inspector concluded that | hagl learnt the wmeh)yu <
by heart and asked me no more questions. Thus my educition
Lam?;: iE:"t?elgzialion, | had no book learning, in the SE]I‘HU w.uy
I had notlearnt anything in religious matters from other:,: T1|{|.l"l!
was a Thakur-ghar (a room with a shrine) a@ homg_ Du';u;u_._c
by your grandmother, | did some works relatlng 1o 1.I*fe I m]:n.')
ghar. Your grandmother used to call me ‘atela’(c u-nl.l,y.;
bedisha'(absent minded). One day she tc?_ld me 1o w!dlsﬂbln ;
stone vessel and by way of warning added, ‘See loit anc -)”m:
back the vessel broken if you can.’ | took the pet to the |!m|u
to wash It. There while | was talking to atree, the pot feli ¢ [c J..\INI[I
from my hand and was broken before | was awarc 1nl '1 .
picked up the fragments of that broke.n pot and wen Iltlf.'\‘
home. Your grandmother said, “What is it that .you mf
brought?" | said “You told me ta bring back_ the broimr? ;:::tll ...;
| have come picking up the pieces.' Hearing me, i|1:-ﬂ: ,cr' “r :r
being angry, it was all she could do to keep her kinwgh
SupF‘)'roeIE';:Sceaedyour grandtather prepared to ga o Summ.lmu
forinitiation Their Guru's house was there. Your grivwltather
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was to accompany her. Your grandmother refused to take
with her this awkward girl. | was left in the house. Before
boarding the boat, your grandfather once came back to the
house and finding me sitting silently said, 'You want to go with
us, do you?' With that he got into the boat with me. Later, the
boat was stopped and preparations were made for cooking.
As goon asthe cooking was done, a bird voided excrement and
spoilt thewhale food. Then | heard that it was the place where
others also had their cooked food spoilt. Going there | once
cast my eyes upwards.”

Khukuni Didi said, As you looked up, what did you see
there?

Ma made no reply and kept silent. We began to laugh. Ma
cannot be easily prevailed upon to disciose anything super-
natural. Here ended the tate of grandmother and grandfather.

Sri Sri Ma and Swami Purnananda.

_ {\fter this Ma began to speak about Purnananda Swami of
Rishikesh. Ma said, “When | was at Rishikesh, Purnananda
se_n_tto meone of his disciples with a question. Perhaps he was
cunousvl:o know if| could answer his question. The disciple
on coming said, "My Gurudeva asks you what things appear
inadream.’ | said, ‘A dream implies sleap. It is ignorance. Who
can _recount the things that appear in a state of ignorance?
Again, to a man of knowledge everything is a dream.
Porhaps, Babaji was very pleased with the answer. After this
lie came lo meet me. | also went one day to meet him. Babaji
was skilled in many things. His cooking abllity covered a wide
range. He said, If | treat you to many-course meals of my own
cooking for a whole week, yet | shall not run out of the
repertory of my recipes.” He cooked many kinds of meals for
me: | also prepared rasgulla and payas of orange and sent
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them to him. Thereupon he enguired to me as to how | Ll
cooked them."

Perhaps Sri Sri Ma wanted to bring home to Swiami '
nananda the truth that inspite of his versatility as a cool, there
were some culinary skills which he had still to acquire. Perhitjis
he needed this lesson. For surely enough; Ma's sending him
those specimens of Her cooking was not an gxercise in
courtesy. She did not send him anything again.

Visitations of incorporeal beings.

In the course of conversation this evening, Ma said, "0
not think that you alone are present in the room. There arc
many other beings here. As you come (o listen to my talks,
so do they."

A disciple: Ma, did you not meet Gauranga Mahaprat:hu
and others at Navadweep?

Ma did not give a direct answer ta this question. Bul She
said, "When | go somewhere | meet the special bhava (govern
ing spirit) of the place.”

As the talks went on, it was almost 3.3C a.m. so we
withdrew far the night.

16th Paush, 1343, Thursday (31-12-36). Today Bimati M
and her husband were to leave for Calcutta. Ma had said thil
if Bimala Ma wanted to go today, She would not say no. Bul
Bimala Ma did not say anything about leaving.

Whether Sri Sri Ma's words were ever belied.

in the morning sitting with Ma, | said, "Ma, one day you
saicl to me that words spoken by you never come untrie: 1l
oven, if it was spoken in jest. But Khukuni Didi has saic thid
sometimes your words are found to be belied. Whan Naundu
Babu went to Dibrugarh on service, you told Khukuni Dl
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ask him to meet Sri Shrish Chandra Chakravarti. Nandu Babu
found out on enquiry that Shrish Babu had died before that "

Ma: | told Khukuni that Nandu should meet Shrish, pro-
vided be was there. | did not say he should meet Shrish. When
Imake such a statement | always qualify it with words such as
an 'if’, Khukuni Didi came up at that time. She did not protest
against what Ma said. At night Ma went back ta the statement
and discussed it at length,

Ma said, "Whensver one speaks something atthe worldly
level, there must be both truths and falsehoods, as they both
exist at this level. When | speak at the worldly level and
indulge in jokes, you should take my words as such. As for
example, suppose | tell you 1o fetch a glass of water from that
pitcher. You go and find it waterless. Then you may think that
my word did not come true as | must have given the
direction assuming that it contains water. But from the worldly
point of view it is not a falsehood. Nor are you gtiilty of
falsehood, when you make such statements. It only proves
that you thought that it contained water, but your guess
comes out to be wrong. i | am to speak to you, [ oo have to
make such statements.

"On the other hand if you assume that | know all, there can
be no communication between you and me. For knowing all,
what can | have to ask you? Such questions as whether you
have bathed or eaten cannet then atise at all, the answer being
already known to me

"Besides, there is a stage, where truths and falsehoods
have no meaning. But from this stage one cannot stoop to
worldly communications, as it would bring disorder Into the
world. The world has been planned on the dichotomy of truth
and falsehood. If someone tried to use here an absolute mode
of speech independent of truth and falsehood, the outcome
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would be a chaos. y |
“Between these two extremes, there is a third st In

that state whatever is said to someone comes lruf'! Whan
| say something under this state, it must come tfuc.
I: Ma, suppose somebody under the impression that youn
: Ma, . !
statement cannat be false, accepts whatever yott say‘ ﬂ?mm‘
Ma: Yes, If someaone has such firmness of canviction, o
him all my words shall turn out to be true.

An account of Sri Sri Ma’s childhood and n?arr‘ied ‘Iife.

In connection with the question whather Sri Sri Ma's words

could ever be false, | had relerred to Shrish Babu. Ma bou.-m_
to tell many things about Shrish Babu. They were related to Sr?
Srl Ma's childhood days. Shri Shrish Chandra Chakrav;;rh
was not a relation of Didima (the grandmother). But he l‘_m(i
a very tender heart and he was a very good man. After the birth
of Sri Sri Ma, Didima had several sons who died soon alter
birth. Finding heraggrieved for the|0§s of sons, Shrish Babu
made up his mind to behave with her in SU.Ch a way that sl_-.n
should take him for her son and forgst the loss. Ma saicl,
“Shrish really began to project himself as my br,.cather‘ He.w;m.
very fond of me. He called me “Nim" jokingly. Nim was meant
{0 be an abbreviation of Nirmala. When he mock:ed me in his
way, | made faces at him. At that he would say, ‘Grand! well
done. Let me see it again, do lat me' He entreated mo 1o
dine with him, but | naver did. It was in detereﬂce% oy
Didima who had forbidden me to do so. She had forb':{triu.u e
to take meal with anybody as| had grown up. A tung;l.lrmn il
these events, | met him at Vidyakut. Then | called him to i
house and ate with him. Ma also said that She had hinted 1o
Khukuni Didithat She knew about Shrish Babu's daath, bt the
hinl was lost on Didi. .
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While telling about Her childhood days, Ma said how She

had befooled the brother-in-law of Upen Babu. Upen Babu was
the sonof the elder brother of Sri Sri Ma's husband. Upen
Babu's brother-in-aw had come to the house of Upen Babu,
on the occasion of his sister's “second marriage” (a ceremony
performed a few days after the marriage of a girl). To make fun
of him, &ri Sri Ma had said that accord ing to the custom of the
place, a holy pitcher must be carried on head to the brink of the
pond where women would duly perform some rituals. As
directed by Sri Sri Ma, a small earthen pitcher filled with cow-
dung dissolved in water was placed on the yard, with a smail
grinder close to it. Upen Babu's brother-in-law was told that
he should carry the pitcher on head to the pend, with the
women following him with the grinder. Upen Babu's brother-
in-law must have some doubts, for before putting the pitcher
on his head, he surveyed it briefly; but it was so completely
covered up with banana-leaf and a twig of mango-tree, that he
could see nothing of what was inside. Being assured, he put
the pitcher on head and Sri Sri Ma took up the grinder in hand.
Before he had moved a step or two, Sri Sri Ma broke the
pitcher on Upen Babu's brother-in-law's head with a stroke of
the grinder, How it fared with him after that can easily be
guessed.

After this story was ended, Ma further said, "Once | have
taken it into my head to play a trick on somebody. he played
into my hand surely enough, however cunning he might be.
Once on afestive occasion, a boy was teasing me very much
scattering on me. To drench him with water, | took a pitcher full
of water and went up 1o the roof. Guessing what [ was after,
he ran to escape me. But in runring he strayed to position of
noescape. It was an easy thing for me to pour water on hirn
from above and drench hirn to the skin *
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Though Didima regarded Sri Sri Ma tobea foolist gitl, | li-el
words and manners were by no means like one. Shg wis (rond
at joking. Sri Sri Ma had a relative, who 'though quite |Jl!lk§f In
appearance, had a very high-pitched voice. _One day, c:_*m!fn.::
to Sri Sri Ma's house, he was saying somethan‘g‘when Ma s i
from inside the room, “Mark, someone is giving out a 1Im;
speech through a thick throat.” This threw all into a roar o

r.
!augl}::ocent pleasantries with Sri Sri Ma were as Imuch’(:
source of joy as an evil approach to be ]eslting with Her th.:
dangerous. Once on the oceasion of a marriage, Ma had gone
to the house of a relative. At that time She_was in t_he prime
youth. To an anlooker, She gave the impression of an
exquisitely beautiful image of a goddaess. On the same
occaslon, two refatives, young men both, had alsc come. Ma
said, 'l had gone to the marriage house full;: dressedf :p,
draped in a black wrapper. Seeing me in tiTat attire, olne o : l:e
young men beganto say, “You look like this one, you !ook ike
that one.” When he had said so for the umpteenth time, mw‘/
eyes suddenly fell on him. It was a sor.newhatab.normal gizn
At that time | was a typical housewife and did not loo fl
“other’ men, When haney was put into the mouth of tr}e newly
married bride, the second young man came to me with soma
sugar inhand, and said, 'You are alsoa new bride, let njte.wul‘
some sugar into your motth." | backed away, but eva'lylmult
| did so he brought his hand close to my moul!."l. As r.m wilts
misbehaving like that, suddenty my eyes feli on him. Tf:us II! mi:
also my gaze was somewhat abnormal. But on neelhm‘u
these occasions | had deliberately cast my eyes on 'lhtl.l’n
However, seeing me look like that, the boy desisted. The rii.u,‘f
after the festival they went back home. But scarcely two tLl‘vr.
had passed when | got the infarmation that the youndg nain
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who had cut immodest joke at me had received a sound
thrashing for nothing, and the other who had sought to put
sugar into my mouth had died of chaolera. Their death like this
seems to have been predestined ”

Then Ma passed into the account of Her married life. As
already said, She had been admitted into the Lower Primary
Class, 1o ensure Her a betier prospect in the marriage market,
The tale of Her sludying Lower Primary had gone into circula-
tion. When Ma had gene to their Gurudeva's house with
Didima and others, then also referring to Her education, it
had been said that She was studying Lower Primary. Hearing
this somebody asked Her the meaning of Lower Primary. At
this Ma frankly said, “No one has told me its meaning."

However, hearing that his wife had studied Lower Primary,
Baba Bholanath, the day after the marriage, expressed a desire
to see the hand writing of his wife. It was his intention to find
out if She would be able to write lotters to him. But Ma insisted
on not showing Her handwriting. Inspite of various threats from
Didima, She could not be pravailed upon even tg sign Her
name. Then they all made Her put Her signature by sheer
force, anditwas shownto Bholanath. Ma continued, “After the
marriage, Bholanath wrote me a long letter. In our house, the

deiivery of aletter was a sort of novelty. Before the latter was
delivered, the word went round, thata letter addressed to me
had come. The letter feli into the hand of your Didima. Out of
delicacy she could not give it to me herself: instead. she began
o put it in places where | was likely to notice it easily. But |
ignored it. Not being able to pass the letter on to me, your
Didima was in a fix. At last she passed it 1o me through
someone else. But even when it was in my hand, your Didima
was not relieved of her anxieties, she began to press me
constantly ta answer it. It is customary for girls to be serious

tid
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al ' re ‘discussed. | also
modesty, when sucl tepics a ' o
:s?smumr-\d a mock seriousness to prow:z that | st_\ l!?‘ll.'l'l:::gl
Then q;Jlte a number of persons lay their heads logoethor
drafted out a reply. | copied itand it was posﬂed. A
“When your Dada Mahashaya (grandfather) le : :‘
Shripur, he left some written-out specimeps for me to use it
re Iyiné; to the letters Bholanath might write -.lo me.Bh S
2 “Hearing that | had read up to Lower anag ?‘ht'he
i ¢ the marriage. One nig
ought mea book the day after_ : ‘
:;Zg‘ﬁead the book while | hear it lying down. Ihaveda:;ee%c:g
told lyou the way | read. | have to spelt out iwizry v;grl Defore
[ i fold that on
nounce it. Besides, | had been
:'egrc?ing a sentence, | should not takea b;jealhdbe:r?rti I0 ;aqr:g
i ll-out-and-read me F:
he full stop. What with my spe ‘
L(:l:at with hol?:ling the breath til the end oii ;1 ssg\l:g?;:élf;rwn;z
i ' ‘ n one side
it was a varitable killer. Lymg.‘o ne si s
Il?slening to my breathless reading. Listening for a :Vhlﬂ_z‘wer
turned over in the bed and said, “So, this s yort: o
Primary! Why, you cannot have been through eve
ok of reading.” _ ‘ ‘ .
% The gesticulations which went with these words :);!gﬁto
made ali laugh profusely. This record has‘not. be?n e
capture even a trace of the swaetness of Sri SriMa’s ts;j Witﬁ
Ma was telling the story lying down. She demorjstra;m o
recision how Bholanath made the remark —_the way i
Ever and the exprassions of his face at the‘t‘lme, Khu ‘L'JN o
said' “How can you recall all these detalls? Ma.sasc‘i' r?ﬂng
am 1'nspfred by the mood of that time. so everything :;, co i
back from memory.” This time coming o (Tavay\gage,, -
ize { is truly Anandamayeo -
lized tothe full that our Ma N
;ﬁbodlment of joy. | never laughed so muci:wln my whole life
as | did on this occasion in the presence of Ma.
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Going from temple to temple to see images of Deities

At about 9 or 10 am. | heard that Ma would go out with
us tomake a round of the temples. Perhaps She had
noticed our unwillingness 1o visit the temples which would
mean parting from Herand so decided to conduct us to the
temples of the Deities. At first we went to the temple of
Bhavataran and Bhavatarini Bhavatarini's image was that of
Kali, but here She was seated. It was of a large dimension, [ had
never seen an image of Kali like that. From there we went to the
temple of Jagai and Madhai. Here Abani Babu fell at Ma's feet
and began to weep. After this we wont to the Mahaprabhu's
temple and saw the yolden Gouranga. Going to the
‘Chaturbhuj' (four-armed) Gouranyga temple we saw a series
of images relating Lo Krishna Lila. While coming out of the
temple, | heard Ma singing half-audibly:

_ “Harir Name Sari geye parapare jay"
(One crosses over to the other bank, singing the ferry-song of
the name of Hari).

Lastly, covering Sribasangan,* we retumnoed to the dhar-
mashala.

When, after seeing the image of Sri Gourangadeva, we
were coming back through the market, Ma suddenly entered
into an utensil shop and picked up two pitchers, She gave one
of them to Bimala Ma and said, “Come, let us balance these
two pitchers on our waists.”" The shopkeeper was struck with
wonder at Ma's strange behaviour, and began to laugh.
Akhandanandaji made haste to walk up to. him and said, “Do
not worry about the price of these pitchers, we shall pay It.”

With the pitchers lodged on their waists, Ma and Bimala
Ma proceeded. We followed Ma closely enough so as not to

" Lourtyard of Shribas, an associate of Mahapradhu, In this courtyard,
Mahaprabihu and His associates used to hold Nama Yajna,
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miss any part of the fun. Meeting two sannyasis (munhs), on
the way, Ma gave the pitchers to them. One of the sinysis
frequently came (o our dharmashala. The othor al Tt
declined to accept the pitcher, but it was passed an to him
almost forcibly. Ma was said to have said 1o Khukuni Ditli,
“They did not ask me what they would do with the pitchers. I
they had asked | would have said that when the pitchers were
filled with water, | would drink off them."”

A thett in the house of the Police Constable.

Giving the pitchers to the sannyasis, Ma resumed huer
walk. She walked on, till She came to the Police post. In the
yard of the Police post there wasa big banyan tree. 1L had
a cemented structure all round the lower stem. Ma sat on this
structure, whiie we stood around, wondering what brought Her
there. At last Sachi Babu said, ‘Ma, why have you corne to the
Police post?' Ma said, “The person in charge of the Police
post had his mind stolen for five minutes this morning. That
has dragged me here." We could make out nathing of this
staterment.

In the meantime the Palice Constable in charge of the
post came cut and made his obeisance to Ma. We heard from
himthat he too was present at Lalita Sakhi's house on the day
of Ma's visit. He had heard how Lalita Sakhi was able {o draw
Matoher house by her wounded sentiment regarding her,
That morning he was thinking thatif Ma showed him a similin
favour, it would be a great joy. A little after such trin of
thought, Ma was there with Her devotees. | could dotect an
overflow of Joy on the gentleman’s visage, and now |
understood what Ma meant by Her cryptic words, Tha Pollio
Constable must have besnaman of no mean viruo, Hossod
indeed are such as he!
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On my return to the dharmashala, | listened to an account
of Ma's travel in Assam from Khukuni Didi. During this travel
Didi was with Ma. Arriving at Shillong, Ma had gone to the
house of Shri Hirendra Nath Sarkar, Health officer of the place.
Sti Sri Ma was not previously acquainted with Hiren Babu. But
the gentleman was reponted to be naturally disposed to serve
holy men. His wife too was highly devoted. Hiren Babu's wife
had remarked on seeing Ma that she had seen Her two or
three days before coming out from her puja room, but She
was not then in a narrow-bordered cloth. She had a broad-
bordered cloth on. Didi said, Two or three days Lelore that,
Ma had indeed been clothed in a red sarce with a broad,
prominent border. Perhaps one of the reasons of Ma's
Shillong tour was Her desire to show special favour to that
devoted lady.”

There was another event taking place in Shillong and |
record it here. A few little girls stood in the path along which
Ma, Khukuni Didi, Akhandananda Swamiji and others were
passing. One of the little girs came up to Ma and said, “Oh
you, please comethis way, do." Ma, accordingly, went to her,
She took Ma to her house and offered Her something to eat.
Her name was Shobha Rani Ghosh. Ma called her “Sejo Ma"
and named her "Narayani". | heard this story from Ma also.
Up to that time Ma had three Ma-s. First, Baro Ma — Srimati
Bhramar Ghosh, M.A.; second, Sejo Ma -- Srimati Shobha
Rani Ghosh; and Chhoto Ma — Srimati Lily De. Ma picked her
upatTarapeeth, All the three girls were Kayastha(by caste). On
Khukuni Didi's mentioning it, Ma had said, “What more do you
expect to fall ta my lot?"

Bholanath’s Kali puja at Bajitpur,
Didi afso said that the account of Kall puja at Bajitpur as |
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had collecied from Sri Bhudev Basu was not .Currua:t Shie
(Khukuni Didi) got the true account from Ma (!L}rmg I_Im ecen
Assam tour. It was as follows:— Once, dunlng I_n:a sty il
Bajitpur, Baba Bholanath had arranged Kali puja on .""'
oceasion of Dipanwita(Dipavali). It was the yearly Ki.ﬂl]nl]n.: il
his family. The rice used forthis pujalwas prepared undoer s;lu}':l
condition of purity. That time, the rice prepa_'red for the puji
for the first time was pul away, as it was pecked by a crow.
Then the tice for bhoga was prepared anew, Ma could nol
Herself cook the bhoga for this puja, it was cooked by &
neighbouring Bhahmin woman. When s_he went away gﬁcr tho
cooking, Sri Sri Ma sat in front of the krtch-er}‘ a stick in ham{ ,
1o keep off cats and dogs. While She was smlng_l. She. saw o
fair-complexioned Brahmin brushed past Hx.ar rllghi s:dg inte
the room, took a little rice from the plate in whlch it was laid 1ni
the bhoga and left. Next when after the puja, Bholanath was
approaching the Goddess with the bhngab. a large clog
appeared from nowhere and went away. polluting Ihg bhoga
in Bholanath's hand with a touch of its mouth. Bholanath
poured the leavings on the root of a mango tree r—_mcl TO?k”ill
purificatory bath. Lastly, the crow-pecked rice was used f:;.
cocking the bhoga, and it was offered to lhe. Gocli'cies’s‘ o
concluded the story as related to Khukuni Didi with e
remark, "Bholanath was by no means well-off. Every time he
made modest preparations for the Kali puja, but ke e
noticed what a large number of pecple partook of
prasada.”

The end of an immaral servant. . _

| heard today another event connected with Bajilpn “'.""
Ma. | had already heard it from Bhudev Babu It o Ll
this :—
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In 1335 (Bengali era) Sri Bhudev Chandra Bose went to
Sajitpur as Assistant Manager of the Nawab State of Dhaka. At
that time Bholanath also was serving under the Nawab State
at Bajitpur, There was a servant named Shashi, acting as
Bhudev Babu's body quard. The man was dissolute, but
nobody knew it before. During Her life as a housewife, Ma
used to get up at the holy pre-dawn hour (Brahma muhurta),
sprinkled cowdung water on the courtyard and started the
domestic duties before sunrise, At that time most of the
inmates were still in bed, and so Sri Sri Ma was all alone. One
day after leaving the bed Ma was sprinkling cowdung water
on the courtyard, when Shashi, bent on mischief, touched the
skirt of Her cloth. No sooner had he tauched it, than he fell
down on the ground unconscious, groaning. Seeing him in
that state, Ma informed Bholanath. Baba Bholanath came and
tried to restore him to consciousness. Though the man
regained his consciousness after a time, he naver again got
back his normaley and remained demented forever after-
wards.

After lunch, we again went out for an outing on the Ganges
in the afterncon. As on other days, three or four boats were
fastened laterally and set afloat on the Ganges. Countless
people had taken their positions along the bank to have a
glimpse of Ma. In order that they should have a good sight,
the boats were brought close to the shore. In the afternoen,
it was rather cold on the Ganges. Ma directed the hoats to be
rowed westwards. A remnant of sunlight  still lingered. Ma
said that with the boats sailing westwards, each would have
a bit of the sun and feel less cold.

We returned to the dharmashala towards the evening.
That day a few Babajis (hermits) had come to meet Ma. They
put a guestion ar two to Ma.
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Babaji: What are Saguna, Nirguna and Nirvair? ,
Ma: Baba, that Is for you to say. What da | kinow .| .
Baﬁa‘i- Ma. we have come to you to hear about 1 i
Ma: l‘w;r:}u 'make the beginning, then | can maintain  the
' i o of my own.
ence adding a word or (wo 0 / ‘
Seqlﬂ[he Babajis themselves began 1o interpret Saguna. V:H(I::
they were done, Ma said, '‘Baba, you ' ycurselves' :.JWI.‘
answered your question. Saguna is the attribute of ong's
nature.' o
The first Babaji: What is Nirvana?
: Attempt yolirselves. _ -
'rl\’nl‘?e first Bpagaji: Nirvana is the state in which the ego is

exnrﬁé second Babaji; But a medicine can induce such ex-

inction. Will it amount to Nirvana? o
tmct‘ﬁ; first Babali: How then qO you define it? etely lost
The second Babaji: | say, Nirvana is getting cc:jm;l)mo A
due to dissolution. As a g!ass_ of water rpouge . Nwa”.ﬂ
water becomes one with it, Inthe same ‘Way Lél’l Ug!; Absolu!'e;
the individual soul (Jivaima) is dissolved in the So
(Pargr::fﬁga) that Ma said nothir!g against x':hjt tsheec%:g
Babalji's contention but approve?d of it tolsom;ehe !;arlamarma
Babaji said: 'lf the vaatma?ldassolv_es into the ;
Wheﬁf%ﬁ;ﬁ: emcganrﬁ;ﬁl only so long as there _is action,
adistiné:tion between ‘'you" and "T". B;Jt after the dissolution,
who would show Grace amc:t t% u;#;sror:ib "
. How can one attal P .
Eﬂztﬂieyond our usual motions of devotion ancri:l g:g;ﬁl)ﬁ(: 1rJI :i
there are pure devotionand knowledge. The{‘y ar?tai-n ihcm n
knowledge In the true sense of the terms. 1o & !
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must begin with what resources we have at our command. It
is necessary to tread the way marked out by the Guru. Going
onalong this path of action, one comes by pure knowledge
and devotion.

Al this time Ma was called in for having a snack. The
Babajis left.

Sri Sri Ma dressed as Krishna
We began to talk sitting in the room. After some time had
passed in this way, Khukuni Didi and Triguna Babu called me
inand said, "Ma has been bedecked with flowers. You all go
in and have alook”. Atthis we went to the room in which Ma
had been dressed up. It was a small room teeming with
people. [ found my way inwith a good deal of squeezing and
saw Ma dressed as Krishna with gadands of flowers. On Her
head a garland had been tied into a peak of knotted hair.
On Her arms were bangles and armlets of flowers and She
wore onHer neck a necklace of flowers. Bimala Ma, dressed
as Radha, was seated on Her left—she also was ornamented
with flowers. The girls were singing bhajan very sweetly, Our
Abani Babu, overwhelmed with joy, was dancing. Ma was
stailing softly and occasionally looking askance at Bimala Ma.
The way She cast Her eyes had charms of its own. She was
swaying Her body keeping time with the bhajan. Invested in
that imearthly beauty, Ma did not look like a woman. It was as
It the Krishna of Vrindaban Himself was present today at
Nihidwaoep with all His world-bewitching beauty. A soothing
tidince seemed to be glancing off Ma's face and eyes. As |
lonked an this divine, radiant form of S$ri Sri Ma and listened
tn the blinjan of the devotees sung in self-effacing ecstasy,
I' o longor ragarded myself as a denizen of the mortal earth.
I boggn 1o loast my eyes on that beauty with rapt attention. A

0!}
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i kable jov, spurting out from the depths ol
tst?annt?e::tuzzg?ed to ]bey un%utating all over my bor.}y, Wlﬁilu
| was in this state, | lost all count _of. time. E_Suddenly rlilydc'?:m‘
strayed out and | found Baby Didi walklkng uP an o
outside the door in a fruitless effortto enter rr}to the mfo?l:. mvn-
door ofthe roomwas s0 compactly sealed with men-.ﬁ ‘,Mgh
it was beyond Baby Didi's power 10 squeeze her W?‘i}l 1er SS};
it into the room. | was moved to see her Ioltersng 50f‘| P fMy;
Should she be exciuded from the 5|ght of th.e diwlne form .('}nd gi
which the others had been en]oymg?_ Wnl? this |j1 dr;;'ruu
scraped out of the room for Bab‘?’ Didi with "grfagt ; II :t_h:,r)
and called her. Finding her still hesitant, 1 s"fﬂcl, Dldl.D-gi ‘a|m
so particular. Have a goda:i it ;u;d. enter’’. Baby Di 5

 her shyness and dashed 1. ,
Over:ft‘;eahespeliyol bhajan and kirtan, Ma p.ut off l-fler ﬂ?m
adornments. All seemed to be rudely shaken off from the

e, all of a sudden. ‘
ench?éfdtt?itsa lW.e returned to our seats in the room. Mha lal:u]?
came. Almost all the outsiders !lad gone hame at the long
absence of Ma. Only a few still lingered on.

The reading of the stotras (hymns) composed by lgg Sc::t:z
and Gita Mahatmya (benefits accrued from reading
G“az)ﬂ\-banl Babu read Adya Srotra.Whep it was over, t;rt r:a"|1|
some Sanskrit Stotras composed by Sri Ganvas}?(:..hamvr.; S |
with ihe parmission of Ma. Wwhen he had ‘fi["libh!..‘fl roi H:(qu
caid to Ma, “Ma, can anything be fitfor i?abttual I’I}’;l‘f.hl!“ ol e
than the Stotras camposed by the Rishis (Seers)?

Ma: Restate your question & little c{('zarly.' s

I You see, the Gila Is originally written in u:IIII:‘-.ka ‘ ;|I-I
also avallable in Bengali verses. If a person habituadly ek
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the Gita in Bengali verses inst i
: ead of in Sanskr i
rewarding religiously? R gty
e Mcg:nwrorc:js tol: thg Rishis have potency of thelr own. Yet jf
C ea 2 Bengali Gila with ade i i
el quate faith, he is
I Am | to infer from your state
. ment that the effect of
rﬂgad]ng Stotras con_1posed by somebody other than the
1shr.s depends entirely on the faith of the reader,while the
;zar;jmg Dft Stotras by the Rishis is effective, at least to
2 extent, independently of the faith of the r ?
Ma: Yes, that is right. pader
I If after reading the Gita, | d i
ot o a . | donot fead Gita Mahatmya, am
Ma: After reading the Gita, it is cust
i omary for the pe
end by reading Gita Mahatmya. i pespetd
) I In the whole of Gita, actions with no desire for returns
have been re:commended. Butin Gita Mahatmya, mentions are
n_'!ade of _truns. Pegpie read Gita Mahatmya with the expecta-
tion of fruits. So | think that the reading of Gita Mahatmya nega-
tfzs to some extent the high excellence of the Gita. (s reading
the ae:)a nf)tBent;::ugh that | should alsc read the Gita Mahatmya?
anit Babu: If you have no dasire for fruits, wi I
you read the Gita either? Rl
121 can read the Gita with the i i
_ : expectation of attainin
m:rar:a. or for the purification of the mind. But the G"tg
ahatmya promises the attainment of wife ing:
diseases and others. " RReded
Ma: A person having no desire for fruits will hi
ruits will him
not to read the Gita Mahatmya. el

Saints assume different bodies at will.
After all these talks, Sachin Babu was going to rise, saying
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he was sleepy. Ma prevented him and said, “Thero is 1 slonp
for us before 3 a.m. For usit is just evaning”. Atthis all kit fhiod
out for it was 11 p.m. In fact, for somedays pasl, we wiie
not turning in before three or half past three a.m. But Wit
keeping late hours in succession left no fatigue in our hodly
This was undeniably the effect of Ma's Grace.

Abani Babu started a story. Once he had been to Sili
Kunda. While going up the hill, he had seen a tiger, —avery Diey
one. Abani Babu said,'At the sight of the tiger, | had my hearl
in my boots. Not being able to decide which way to go, | stool
stock-still. The tiger was lying. Seeing me. it rose up and ¢ently
went away into the woods.

Ma: On our way to Uttarkashi* we also saw two Ligjesi,
They also left us alone. Perhaps they had not even noliced
two of us going along the way.

Sachi Babu: They were gentle tigers (All laughed). | have:
read Inthe biography of Baba Gambhir Nath that when he wit.
staying onthe Gaya hill, a tiger used to come to him avery:lay.
Once a few gentlemen were sitting with the Baba, whin the
tier appeared. On seeing that the gentiemen were panicky.
the Baba assured them. The tiger walked round the Babx el
departed. The Baba said that the tiger was a saint.

Ma heard the story patiently. | said, “Ma, why do thu
saints assume the forms of snakes and tigers? What advin
tage do they derive from it? Hearing the guestion, Ma furned
Her face aside. Sachi Babu smilingly said to me, “Ma winilil
not answer this question.” A iittle later, Ma answered iy
question in brief. Ma said, “The saints can assume Pioline.
according to their will. The form of the tiger is nol i gl
form. It is not wise to speak of these things now & tliys, it o

* Ma had gone 1o Uttarkashi only once accompanied by Jysshinln kg
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one would believe them.”
o I Admitting that the saints can assume bodies at will how
is it that some saints abide permanently as shakes ? HI Wi
such a body more suitable for sadhana 7 s
l\z‘!a © Assuming of bodies is according to people's
samskaras (psychic inclinations acquired through karma)
Persons receive their bodies according to their desires Per'
l"_laps those saints had thought when alive that i the IWere:
. uger.s or snakes, it would be easier for them Lo go throu yh thei
religious practices. So in their next births, they are in thg form r
of these animals. It is just as King Bharata, concentrati .s
deer, was reborn as a deer. - Trens

The story of a dog at Shahbag.
In connection with these talks, Ma told a story of a dog of
Shahb_ag. Ma said, 'While we were at Shahbag a dog had
:'assocrared itself with us. When during a kirt;“m. I sat %1 the
i\!achghar', the dog used to listen to the kirtan, with its head
laid on my lap. When in an ecstatic state; Stofrn.s came out of
my mouth, it knelt dewn and listened to them. It was occasion
-?'J”y‘ foun:{ toy jump and bark when the kirtan was on. It seemédﬂ
nke‘a canine rep:resentaﬁon of performing kiran with dances.
Purrng the Hariloot (scattering of a kind of sweets called
Datasa™ forall present to rush and pick up}, it ran for its sha;e
and ate the batasa. It was not that the sight of the batasas ta b
scali.ered prompted it to go in for the s~weels. Forit wa; se 3::
that it was lying with its head on my lap, but as the kirtan WL
er’acieu withthe shout ‘Hariprite Hari Hari Balo'. it was ‘on its fe?;
with a shrug ready to partake of the prasada’ and right on the
batasas being scattered, it ran for one. It scarcely if ever

came 1o us by day. \ . :
kirtan.’ y day. But every night it was present at the
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Khukuni Didi : Once in winter, the dog gave birth to pups.
We all thought that it would not come to the kirtan leavine its
pups on a wintry night. But as soon as the kirtan was on, il wit

there.
Ma: After some time a he-goat also was added to the party.

One of my knees was the dog to lay its face on, while on the
other the goat rested its head. listening to the kirtan. Once |
covered up this goat with a blanket.*

The revival of old memories on wearing out of karma .
Sachi Babu told a story abaut another dog. He had heard

* There s an incidentr=ating 1o this ke-goat, which I heard from Khukuni Digli
and Sri Birendra Chandra Mukherjee, M. A. The incident is as follows. Once
Biren Babu worshipped the image of Kali installed at Shanbag. being directed
inadream. Baba Bholanathofficiated at this puja. Svi SriMa lay nearthe image
of the Goddess eovered with a red cloth. For sacrificing atthe puja, a he-goal
was procured. When Biren Babuwas whetling the bill-hook, preparatery 1o
the sacrifice, e had a finger gashed by the edge. On being informed of it by
Knukuni Didi, Ma said, "Very goed. You just bring some bicod on a bel leaf”
Didi brought seme blood to Ma, She does not yet know what Ma did with iz,

Atter the Fuja. preparalions were made for the goat-sacrifice. Having
dedicated the goat. Bhoianath took up the bill-hook reacyto slaythe goat. Al
this time, Ma suddenly came up anct said, This. goat is not for sacrifice”.
Bhotanath ebjecied toit, but M2 passed the palm of Her hand on the neck ol
the geatand then kept Her hand across ts neck. There could be no sacrifice
Then Ma bade Sri Ashutosh Chakravarti, the nephew of Bholanath, puten a
red cloth__the sartie as Ma had so lang been covered with while lying. Thup
avermillicn miark was put on Ashu Babu's forehead and a garland round hi
rieck. Ma then directed hirn to take the gpaten his lap.

The goal was carriad in abody to the field of Ramna and set loose thee
Betare setting it free, Sri Sri Ma put Her Blessed foot on its back. Haviig
released the goat, when Ma came back 10 Shahbagwith Her followss, wae
iound thatthe goat too had followed them. Since then the He-goal also stiyal
on at Shahbag. Al times, itkept sitting on Ma's bed. Seretimies itbrought it
face close to Ma's lap tofondla Her. One dayitwas seen that Mawaz covenin
itup with 2 blanket. On being asked the reason, tMa said, “He had abtoker
onin his grevious birth(implying, that the goal was an asoetic i it prrevioe.
birth) and in 1his birthalso he has got 4 klanket put on him.™
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it in the village of Suapur in the district of Dhaka. Many had
testified to its truth.

A Mussalman had borrowed some money of a Brahmin.
But he died with his debt outstanding. The Muslim had a son.
It cannot be said if he knew about the debtor or not. He
declined to repay the debt. His father appeared to him at times
in a dream and enjoined on him to repay the debt, but he
ignored it as a mere dream. Another day he dreamt that his
father was telling him, "You are not repaying my debt to the
Brahmin. This has brought a lot of sufferings on me. | have
been staying as 3 dog at the Brahmin's house”. After this
dream, the son went ta the Brahmin's house the next day. In
lieu of cash, he took with him a cow and a calf — the cow for
the principal and the calf for the interest. The Brahmin was
satisfied on getting the cow and the calf. Then the son asked
the Brahmin to call his dog ta him. When this was done, the son
put his arms round the dog's neck and said weeping, “Father,
is your debt repald now?"” Then the dog also began to shed
draps of tears. Thus weeping the dog remained an the spot for
three days and then died.

When the story was ended, Ma said, “Waell, tell me why the
Muslim was reborn as a dog.™

Different peaple gave different answers to this question.
Some said, “The dog is devoted to its master, so it had come
to repay the debt through service.”

Sachi Babu : Well Ma, why did the dog woeep?

Ma : The old memaries had waked up in it. On the wearing
out of karma, revival of old memoties takes place. It is true of
man also. When a man's karma is at the last stage of dissolu-
tion, the memories of his previous birth emerge within him,
Probably the cause of the Muslim's being reborn as a dog is
that he thought of a dog before his death. A man’s subsequent
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birth is determined by his thoughts at death.

Pure desires do not form samskaras.

Talks went on along the line of birth being requlatod ly
desires. Ma said, ""This time during my travels in Assam, | saw
hill-growing plantain trees. It bore flowers. red and very grace
ful. Then some told me that these plantain trees bare only
flowers and no fruit. Later when | went to visit Parasuram
Kunda, then also | saw those plantain flowers on the way. As
soon as | referred to the flowers, the driver stopped the car ail
entered into the forest, He was a Gurkha, carrying a dagger.
With his dagger he cut off a tree complete with fruils and
flowers and braught the whole thing to us. Nobody had told
him to do so — he did it at his own discretion. | had a desire to
see the flowers at a close range — in a moment my wish wits
fulfiled. And the doubts which | entertained before as 1o
whether the tree bore fruits was also removed.”

Sachi Babu "Ma, your desire was easily fulfilled, but it wo
have a desire for these flowers, shall we have to be bornin the
forest for getting at them?”

Ma : Yes, strong desires give rise to complexes for tenden
cies and one has ta be barn for their fulfilment. So I tell you tn
purge your desires of dross. Desires, if pure, are fulfithe
automatically. So all works should be directed towards Gol,
Once Sadhana and Basana* had made a gatland of flowcers 10
offer it to me. They had put it away, intending to bring 0
personally when coming o the Ashram. Atthat time the gl
of Nandu's** was close to that of Sadhana's and Nandit s

= Theywere two sisters both highly deveted 10 Ma, Shirimat Rosaon hivineg
passed B.A. was then serving as a leacher in a school.
** The youngest sen of Akhandanandaiji
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Lo frequent it. That day he went to the house of Sadhana and
returned with the garland. Being a little boy, he played with it for
sometime and then threw it away. Another person picked up
the garland, renewed it by introducing a few flowers into it and
bring it to the Ashram, put it round my neck.

When Sadhana and her sister came to the Ashram they
were astonished to find the garland on me. In this way their
wish was fulfilled.

Spontaneous development of yogic processes in the body
of Sri Sri Ma.

After this, the cases of Bimala Ma and Nirmala Ma were
brought in for discussicn, Sachi Babu declared having noticed
that during the exhilerated state, Bimala Ma's eyes became
fixed, her limbs were stiffened, she felt unbearable pain in her
and remained unconscious for a long time. At this time Khukuni
Didi also said a word or two relating to the past stages of Ma.
After this Ma said, “The modes of spiritual manifestations in me
Were of a special type. Just as a cloth carried away by the drift
of the wind rolls on and nobody can easily catch it up, this body
also in the state of bhava, rolled along and nobody could
overtake it and arrest its motion. Once the play of bhava had
started, various kriyas would start in the body. There was no
intake of food, yet the body was well-nourished and the
slrenglh was like that of a lion. There was no telling from my
appearance that | had ceased taking food. The body often got
bentand thelimbs appeared bloodless. Semetimes [ would lie
file: 71 lifeless corpse. Though in the state of bhava, the body
wiss thiis played upon, there was no physical pain. This was
because all these had their origin in the nature of the self. The
curvidure and stiffening of the hands and feet were also of a
special Kinc. There was no rigour in the muscles. They re-
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mained quite soft, but when the hand was touched il seemod
to be a detached piece of wood, unrelasd o the body.

"I passed many days on very scanty foad or no food i .
I did nothing deliberately. Alf that happered was spontancot s,
It seems that at the time a process of Hathayoga was operative:
within the body. But there was a balance between these yogic
operations and domestic activities. All day | lay still immersed
in bhava, but in the evening | got up, cooked food and served
it to many persons. None of my domestic duties remained
unattended to. Yet the yogic manifestations went uncheckes

The cause of physical pain during sadhana and the aim of
sadhana . :

While speaking about Herself, Sri Sri Ma again started
analysing the condition of Bimala Ma. Ma said, “The physical
pain they suffer under bhava is due to bondage. Whenever
there is hindrance, the pain makes itself felt. Yet it is necessary
to be put to these obstructions in the bhava state, for it furthers
patience. The physical pain felt in the state of bhava is due to
the disruption of knots (granthis) under the pressure of the
inducing force. All this happens, thanks 1o the Name. The old
knots are disrupted, and a new body is in the making. So | say,
feed the mind on the Name, But attachment to the Name is also
a kind of bondage. The fact that one relishes repeating Nama
and listening to it indicates that it contains a seed of desire,
Where there is desire, there is bondage. it is necessary to be
freed from this state. This calls for obstructions. Obstruction to
the enjoyment of desired objects causes pain. While undor
going this pain, one acquires the habit of patienice whicli finally
brings equity. The aim of sachana s to acquire cquily.
(Pointing to me) Babaji asked me the other day whether it is a
normal course of things in the domain of religion to encounte
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opposilions to the development of religious conscicusness.
My reply to it is that it is the rule. Oppostions lead to patience
and patience again brings on equity. It is a state in which a
person neither takes delight in gains nor is pained by loss. This
is the stage of liberation while one is still alive (fivan mukta). It
is in evidence to some extent in children. They freely pass from
laughter to tears.

“Steadiness is not attained until one rises to the ultimate
peak of patience. Pains attending sadhana are to be wel-
comed. One has to be burnt like wood to cinder and then to
ashes. Then it is that equity comes. You must have seen that
ashes dissolve in water and when smeared on the body, they
spread over it indistinguishably. They adjust themselves com-
pletely with any circumstances under which they are put.
Similarly once you attain equity through pains and sufferings
experienced during sadhana, you will undergo no loss of
energy. however you may be placed. During sadhana one has
to fight against desires manifest and latent; this has been
described in the scriptures as a fight between gods and de-
mons. During the sufferings one should rely on the Guru.
Obstructions to the development of spiritual cansciousness
should be regarded as ones offered by the Guru Himself, and
any assistance that may come should be considered to be
coming from Him. To one who holds out like this with patience,
ety comes at last.

(To Sachi Babu) “Your observation of eyes being fixed
during bhava is not of much importance. If one practises
Tratala, the eyes may be fixed, even though he may not be
roligiously inspired. The repetition of the Name alsc may pro-
duce the same effect. Under the intensity of bhava, a person
passes Into a sermi-conscious state; so his eyes bacome fixed.
It Is a stato allied to that in hysteria. Just as a person loses his
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consciousness under the impact of temporal sorrows i
bereavements, similarly unconsciousness may be induced
also in the religious sphere by the inabiiity to contain upsurge
of emotions.

The two states are similar, only their causes are differonl.
When somebody lies exhausted under emational impact, his
body can still contain the seeds of desire, because he relishes
lying like that. Then he dislikes touch or words of others. Likes
and dislikes are also expressions of enjoyment. Such a state of
languor cannot be called samadhi (the state of transcendental
consciousness). Languor is a state of the body, but samadii is
not a physical state.

Different stages or states of sadhana.

“When a person repeats the Name constantly, his body
passes through different configurations. Under the influence of
the Name or by any ohter means, as soon as the faculties are
directed to one goal, divine influences take over and toy with
the body. As a result, the body seems to be seggregated from
the world. Then the person no longer perceives that he belongs
to the world and has a household, consisting of wife and chil-
dren.

"As a rule, & person becomes uni-directed through the
help of the Name or Images. Through repeating 2 name or
meditating on an Image, he develops an attachment for the
name or the image. So each person is inspired by a name
peculiar to him. During kirtan if there is a consonance of
rhythm, image and bhava, the bedy starts reacting. The body
undergoes various configurations under the influence of emo-
tional charge. If for same reason, he is thrown out of riythm,
the body collapses, and remains lying on the ground, matlon-
less. Again, if a single rhythm and song is continued for long,
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the interplay of emations will fall away as it is limited by the

capacity of the body. After continuing for a while it stops. As it
stops, the body falls down and lies motionless. It is not a
trance, but an inert state.

“When after lying unconscious in this way. the seeker
regains his consciousness, he begins to weep. This weeping is
due ta losing contact with the Deity. In a state of bhava he
visualizes the image, but the vision is no more when that state
comes to an end. So, as his consciousness comes back, he
suffers from a sense of loss and weeps. When on the passing
away of this sorrow of separation, the seeker is steadied once
more, the worldly points of view come back to him and he
behaves likes an ordinary man. This may be called the first
stage of sadhana. It is a general description and there may be
some variations in individual cases.

“The second stage of sadhana approximatesto the follow-
ing. The Name or the image which helped the seeker to be
single-minded, gradually loses its specificity. This implies that
the seeker is Inspired even without the hetp of a particular name
of image. Any name or image can now inspire him. This
denotes progress in sadhana. | call this sfate being ‘tale betal’--
(off-tieats in the rhythm). In this state, the external expressions
of the body are also changed and attachments for wordly
objects are on the decline. The seeker then visualizes his
[shtarmurti — the soughi-for image everywhere, —in water, land
or space. This also is a gross stage, for, the Guru is stil
appearing in a limited form. You will not be able to realize well
the implicationg of these stages. | also cannot explain them to
you through the metaphors of rhythm, emotion etc. Only gross
ideas can be expressed in words. The subtle ideas are difficult
to express. They can only be felt. Itean be briefly said that so
fong as the Guru appears in limited forms and this reafization Is
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piecemeal, the gross outlook persists. [t is fullowed by 1hi
realization of an all-comprehensive entity. As for exampii, Lan
my hands, my feets, my hair and at the sarne time the complex
of hands, feet and hair. When this outlook emerges, Giin
samskara (the idea of the Guru as a limited being) disap
pears.

“The physical pain resulting from listening to the Name or
kirtan, marks the first stage of sadhana. It can be compared
with the teething trouble. You see, when children begin to
teethe, they suffer from fever, diarrhoea and many other ail
ments. After they have cut their teeth, the infinite varieity of
stages through which they pass cannot be recounted. Finally,
the teeth begin to fall cut one by one. | call this state, when the
teeth drop out, be-danta (the state of de-teething or taothless-
ness) or the state of equity. Sacdhana continuestill be-danta is
attained.”

Spiritual relationship is not a bondage

This evening something happened which | forgot to men-
tion before. After evening, the ladies were making merry in the
company of Ma, we were talking in the outer room, when
Khukuni Didi called me in. When | was before Sri Sri Ma,
Khukuni Didli said to me, “Today you acquire a new relation,
Didi (my wife) addressed Prankumar Babu's wife as mother
and now this relation has been solemnized.” Hearing this, |
kept standing silent. Finding me anxious Sri Sri Ma said,
“Babaji, you are not expected to do anything in this matiers. |
said smilingly, “Far be it from me to do anything. | have takan
my position as a son-in-aw",

The beginning of forging this tie was perhaps at noon.
when Sachi Babu inadvertently upset an earthen container full
of curd with a thrust of his foot. At that Ma had remarked (i
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curd being split was a good omen. However, when the relation-
ship was solemnized, very few people were near by. At little
later it was circulated that something had happened to
Prankumar Babu's wife. The eldest daughter of Frankumar
Babu (the wife of Sri Jatish Chandra Guha) said to Sri Sri Ma,
“Ma, whal has happened?" Ma smilingly said, "Ask your
mother”. She, too, naively said to her mother, “Mother, what
has happened ta you?" At that all burst into a loud laugh. When
all were in a jesting moad over these things, Ma rose up from
the spot. Finding Her near, | said to Her, "Ma are you not here
to free all from bondage? But | find you going out of your way
forging new bonds." Ma said, 'If that is how you take it, | say it
is a spiritual link—instead of creating bendage, it would rather
fead to freedom from bond. It will do you no harm”. Hearing
Her words, | was assured. | regretted at the thought that
entertained doubts about the work of the One who Is the doer
of all good.

17th Paush, Thursday 1343 (1-1-37) Today | was to leave
for Calcutta at 12 noon, But yesterday Ma had said that | could
not go at 12 noon as Baby Did] would at that time offer bhoga
to Ma in the boat. But | could go by the evening train. When 1
asked Ma clearly If | should leave by the evening traln, She said,
"Tle up your beddings in the morning, you shall go if possible;
otherwlse you can untie It then again.”

Directly an getting from bed in the merning, | was getling
ready packing my sultcases and beddings, when Khukuni
Didl came and sald, "Ma has sald that Instead of going with
the others, you should today board a separate boat. | shall
make some time ta come to your boat with Ma. Then Ma will
talk to Didl (my wife). | also heard that Ma would today go to
a Valshnavl, who has taken no food for the last 22 years.
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Sevadasi and Sri Sri Ma.

As we were to go by ourselves, we kept waiting lung in tho
dharmashala. Most of us went in boats with Ma. Thet ¢geltlig
out slowly from the dharmashala, we set out ina boat al sonn
distance. After we had advanced a little, | saw the boats uf il
Sri Ma and Her followers fastened at the Baral Ghat. All hinl
gone with Ma to meet the Vaishnavi. Having got a companion
or two, my wife also went to Ma with the daughters. | had «
headache, so | kept lying in the boat. After sometime | gat oul
ofthe boat. Then a boatman said to me that Ma had directexd
through a man that all should go to the Vaishnavi's As_t‘wmm.
Hearing this, | started, but | did not know where to go. 1 did no
know the name of the Vaishnavi or the location of her Ashram.
| enquired of a few at the ghat about the Ashram of the
Vaishnavi living in Navadweep without taking any food f_or
twenty-two years. The people to whom | made the enquiry
appeared 1o be inhabitants of Navadweep, but they had not
heard of the Vaishnavi. | took the road leading from Baral Ghat
to the town. After | had gone some way | met a man of our
acquaintance on the road. Though a Calcuttan, he was then
staying at Navadweep and used to come to our dhafmest§ha{a
everyday and sing bhajan to Ma. Seeing me he said, "l am
waiting for you. (Pointing to a house) Malis I_n that house." If the
gentleman had not shown me the house, it would have been
beyond me to seek it out. However, entering it, | saw that It was
a temple. The idols of Radha and Krishna were installed in It.
The idol of Sri Krishna was a thing of beauty. On the veranda of
the temple were seated Srl Sri Ma and some of our group. In
front of the temple, there was a small yard. It contalned a few
flower trees and a grove of Tulasl. On the left were a few small
rooms. The idol of the temple was called Govindaji, the delly
worshlipped by the Vaishnavi. Her name was Savadasl. Whon |
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got to the temple veranda, prasada was being distributed. |
also got my share of the prasada. | congratulated myself on my
good-luck, for the distribution of prasada might have been over
much before my coming, seeing that | was the last.comer and
also that my coming did not depend an my will.

Khukuni Didi gave me the account of the Vaishnavi even in
the presence of Ma and Sevadasi. Ma was looking at my face
smilingly. Pointing to Sevadasi, Didi said, “Her home was in
Manikgunj Sub-division, in the District of Dhaka. She has been
living withaut any meal for the last twenty-two years. Twenty-
two years ago, one day Govindaji appeared before her and
said, 'From this day on | block up all your external doors and
take over your charge completely on Myself.' Since then on she
has not taken food, or answered to nature's calls. Even the
Charanamrita of Govindaji is held by her on the head - she
would not taste it. She communicates with Govindaji and never
stirs out of the Ashram without His order.

From Khukuni Didi's account | understood why she was
not known by the people of Navadweep. They had no knowl-
edge of her as she seldom went out of the Ashram.

Didi continued, “Yesterday Govindaji said to her — The
body In which Govinda resides is present at Navadweep. You
go personally and welcome the One to the Ashram.' Accord-
ingly she went to our ctharamshala last evening and invited Ma.
Even after coming here Ma asked her, “Mather, what did
Govindajitell you?" She repeated, ‘The body in which Govinda
resicles Is present at Navadweep; so | was directed to
approach you personally and welcome you here." "

In our presence, Ma asked Sevadasi, “For how long has
Govinda been residing in this bady?"

Sevadasi : “Since childhood."

Ma : “Then you think this body is good?"
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Hearing all these words, | kept looking at Ma amiizad, i
began to think within myself : has Ma now begun 1o qivi an
account of Herself in Unmistakable terms? Is She taday i
closing Her identity through Sevadasi— the same as She Tyed
set down before me at Dehradun rather vaguely through plulo
sophical concepts? While at Bajitpur,* In answerto a uieslion
of Nishi Babu, Ma had declared Herself as “Purna Bralnm
Narayana" and today She is revealing Herself as Govindi
through the words of Sevadasi. All these thought filied my ey
with tears. Ma was looking at me at intervals and smiling.

Ma said to Sevadasi, “You speak to Govinda. What refation
is He to you?"

Finding Sevadasi silent, Ma said again, "Well, whisper il
into my sars.” So saying, Ma drew Her ear to har mouith.
Sevadasi said something In whispers. Ma said, "She says,
‘What can be the relation with the One to whom | have
dedicated my body and soul? Now you understand how Gov
inda is related to her”

* While Ma was staying at Bajitpur, different yogic phenomena began 1o {aer
muanifested in Her body. Ordinary men, unable to undarstand their implhia

tions, assumed Her ta be possessed or suffering from hysteria, Marny of i
pressed Bholanathitc get Matreated. Atthattime Sii Nishikanta Bhatiachiny:.
Sri i Ma's cousin (the son of her maternal uncle) was staying at Bajitpur Ve
also was in tavour of getting Ma treated by a doctoror @ kaviraj (a traddition:l
iridian physician “Vaidya ). One day Si St Ma was sitting in Mer bed roorm
a coiled pasture, when She was passing through various asanas and i fi.r.

Ohserving this, Mishikanta, semewhat annoyed, asked Bholanath wiy e wir

sitting unconcerned withoutarranging for Her proper treatment, thauglt e
symptoms were so plain before his eyes. He made this remark [ the presens s
of S1i Sri Ma. Hearina this, Ma turnied to Nishi Babu and said, "What dayu It il
should bedene?” Though Ma spoke thewordsina malter-of factway, yed MHirdu
Babu an hearing them drew back infear and sornewhat unconacionsly sim I
Ma, “Who are you?" Ma answered, "'Puma Brahma Marayana,” sl s
story {rom Sri Nishikanta Bhattacharya
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| could not seethe face of Sevadasi, she was veiled. | heard
that she was fortysix years old. She came to this state while her
husband was still alive. After her husband's death, she left her
place and came over to Navadweep where she had the temple
constructed and the idol installed. Since thenshe was entirely
employed in serving and worshipping.

| did not hear much more of the biography of Sevadasi,
instead | looked al Ma again and again. Ma was teday beaming
over with joy. Shri Prankumar Babu's wite was sitting near Her.
Putting Her arms round her neck, Ma said to Sevadasl, 'Ma,
Ma, just look at my Yogini Ma'. Prankumar Babu's wife was
abashed. Ma now looked at me smiling, as much as to say,
"“Yesterday yol were anxious at my bringing you into a relation
with her. You realise teday, don’t you, who it was | tied you up
with?"

A little later She cried out loudly, “"Where is my Basanti
Ma?" When my wife was called in, Ma said to Sevadasi, “Look
at my Basantl Ma.- having passed the night with Krishna her
ayes are drowsy — the eyes of my mother are drowsy.” Put to
shame, my wife drew back. | pondered, "What is this Ma is
saying? | have never seen her pass the night in company with
Krishna. All that can be said is that since coming to Navadwesp
we are keeping late hours in the company of Ma”. While | was
perplexed with these thoughts, Ma was smiling profusely fook-
ing at me. Ma was today all riddles.

Atter this spell of jesting, Ma bade all perform a kirtan. The
girls sang —

Shri Krishna Chaitanya Prabhu Nityananda !

Hare Krishna Hare Rama Sri Radhe Govinda !!
Immediately on the song being started, Sevadasi fell down on
the lap of Ma, overcome with an upsurge of emotion. Also, she
held Ma with both hands tightly as with aniron chain. Her whole
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body was thrown into tremors in rhythm with the songg

After sometima, the kirtan came to a stop. All wiae by
looking at Sevadasi. Pointing to Sevadasi, Ma began 1o say 1o
us, “See, how tightly she was held me. (Pointing to the fingues
of both her hands) Look at her closed fists, how in holditicy e,
the fingers of one hand have sunk deep into those of the otlirt
They cannot be parted by any means. You wil be able o
loosen the grip even if you tug at her hands.” Then tooking al
us, She said smiling, "She, she is leading me away, do free
me.” Hearing Her | was apprehensive and had . vague feeling
of an impending danger. | said to Khukuni Didi, “Didi, wihiat are
you waiting for, standing passively? Go scon and separato Ma
forcibly.” | did not think that anybody other than Didi wers
capable of rescuing Ma. Didi also, as if infected by my fuar,
went up and caught held of Ma. She soon came back and saidl
to me, “Ma said, ‘Take your hands off me. | am comint
presently’. This put my mind at rest”. But Ma was smiling and
repeatedly saying to Sevadasi, “Ma, let me off, let me off.” The
few devotees of Sevadasi present said to us to start kirlar.
Accordingly, kirtan was resumead. Ma urged us to perform the
kirtan standing, with our arms uplifted. Sachi Babu and Abini
Babu intonated the kirtan dancing. while their cheeks werc
flooded with tears. Alittle away from this tumult, | stoad with my
eyes closed, repeating the Name, At that time we ware all at 1
mercy of the waves of bhava rolling all over the place. Al this
maoment, Khukuni Didi gave me a push and said, "What are yo
doing standing in this corner? Come and see how Mar i
dancing, “Hearing it, | once entered into the crowd anc siwe i
unprecendented sight. Sri Sri Ma had one of Her arms rostnnel
the neck of Prankumar Babu's wife while She was swaying
other in tune with the kirtan. The head of Prankumar [ibui,
wife was uncovered, while her hair hung loose in contirind
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abandon. The eyes were dilated, and her face and eyes were lit
up with a supernatural light. She was dancing in a frenzy, so to
say. Whoever was touched by Ma was faring like that. What so
long | had been regarding as the imagination of a poet ap-
peared today as a stern reality. | looked on in amazement, how
a human body inspired with divine emotion became unsteady
like a boat in a chopping sea. Not for a moment could | suspect
any simulation in it. | had been cbserving Prankumar Babu's
wife for the last week. A very demure woman, she hardly ever
spoke a word. Though old, the veil was never off her head and
she went abaut her ministrations in silence. And today the
selfsame body was dancing with the last vestige of decorum
cast to the four winds of heaven, before so many menfalk, in
the presence of her husband and sons. It was a spectacle
which was to be seen to be believe. As for Ma, She was over-
flowing all over with smile, Her face was flushed with a divine
radiance past understanding. Her hand, flung up and down to
the rhythm of the sang, had a grace of its cwn. But Ma was not
swayed by emotion. In the mist of that human gathering carried
away by the emoticnal eddies, Hers was the only form, that
could retain its staid smilefulness.

Sevadasi still lay unconscious. When the dance and kirtan
ware on, | observed a Vaishnavi coming from God-knows-
where; in a vigorous dance violently agitating her hands. With
hor eyos fixed on the image of Govinda, she danced on as if
shaking the temple to its foundation, alternately epproaching
and receding from the image. At this time Khukuni Didi said to
Guehi Babu, “Ma wants you to have a close look at the eyes of
the Vaishoavi. Sachi Babu was standing behind me. 1 heard
these words of Didi, Sachi Babu also had an eye on the
Vaishnavi. Different kinds of gaze had been discussed only the
last night. Mi had said that the fixed gaze of the eyes might be
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due tothe practice of trataka of repeating the Name. Tha [xodl
gaze of the Vaishnavi we were noticing was appiwontly tho
effect of repeating the Name, | said 1o Sachi Babu, "Here yon
have a demonstration of practising trataka, referred to kit
night”. Sachi Babu said, “Ma has arranged for practical dein
onstrations of all the stages of sadhana She spoke of yestor
day.” After the kirtan had gone on for a time, Ma prepared to ¢jo
back to the boat. | heard Her say. “I am going; when Me_l
(Sevadasi) rises up, tell her that | am here, she may meet me il
she so desires.” )

Ma leit. [ some reason or other, | was left behind. Alter
sometime | saw that Sevadasi was up. Triguna Babu and others
were bowing down to her. | also felt like doing the same arlul
going to her, made my obeisance. The Vaishnavi Ma saldl,‘
“Baba, never forget Govinda." | said, “Bless me to that effect.
She passed her hand on my head. B

On reaching the boat, | heard that Ma had gone 1o Visil
Banshidas Babajl. | had not know his Akhara (hermitage) so |
made no attempt to go there.

The reason of travelling on Ganga and offering fruits to
Ganga. i .

On Her return from Banshidas Babaji's, Ma came direct 1o
our boat. | was at the stern and bowed to Her from ths_zre, a
took Her seat towards the prow and sent Khukuni ?idz to mao.
Then She suddenly said to me, “Baba, why has Mata_p (my wifc‘r)
wept? Have you too wept?" | could make out nathing of Mi's
questions. | did not think having any trace of sorrow on my
face. Sri Sti Ma was in our boat. | was having chats witly
Khukuni Didi. My heart was overflowing with joy 'SOrrqw wils
out of question, Yet Ma said that | and my wife mighl
weeping. | said, "l do not know anything.” At my answor, M
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only smiled and said nothing :

Giving instructions to the girls, Ma sent them in and bagan
to talk with my wife. She told her some rules to be followed, in
sadhan-bhajan. From time to time the other boats aiso
approached ours. As soon as they came near, Ma stopped
tallk.ing and directed them to wait at some distance. Khukuni
Didi and | were canversing at the stern of the boat. Didi was
gomewhat annoyed at the approach of other boats and some-
times smiling at the intense attraction of all to Sri Sri Ma. Thus
we reached the bank of Ganga with a piece of land showing up
Here the bhoga was being arranged. Ma rose, ready to get-
down from the boat. At this lime, Khukuni Didi said to Ma, “You
haVG." been speaking to Didi (meaning my wife) so long, b;.lt had
ngthlng to say to Dada (myself)". Ma said, "I have said every-
lhmg_to Mataji. She can pass them on to Babaji. Besides, if
Babaji has anything to say, he is free to do so. | am ready,to
answer him.” She knew full well that | had nothing to ::lax;r
Without replying to Her, | said to Didi, 'Ask Ma why She comes.
everyday to travel on the Ganga and offer fruits.’ Didi and | had
already discussed it, and she was locking for an opporiunity
for such questions could not be put with the people aroundj
Now, reminded of it. Didi came out with her question.

Ma said, “Whenever | come towards Ganga, the river
seems o be calling me."

Didi : "Why do you offer fruit to Ganga?"

Ma : “You want fruits from me. may not others do the
same?”
- Sa saying Ma got down frem the boat. Didi said to me
Geeing us eager, Ma is now keeping nothing back.” '

Having prasada at Sri Sri Ma’s hand
Along with Sri Sri Ma, all got down Irom the boat. | kept
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sitting in the boat for long, musing on all that hacl hapy il In
the Ashram of Sevadasi. Then getting down from the hioal |
went In search of Ma. At this time Sri Atul Brahmachari of o
Dhaka Ashram said to me, “Where had you been so long? Ma
fed all the prasada. Nothing now remains.” | said to Atul Dilda,
“But there must be some of the prasada for me". However, |
slowly proceeded and took my stand near Ma's boat. Ma took
in Her hand a sandesh (a sweetmeat) to offer me as prasada.
| bowed down to Ma and accepted the prasada on my
stretched out palm.

Walking this way and that for a time | found Sri Sri Ma
talking with a gentleman | did not know. | also went there and
stood. The gentleman was from Atul Dada’s native land. He
was a legal practitioner. Having come to Calcutia during X-mas
holidays, he came to know of Ma’s beingin Navadweep and s0
had come to meet Her. As soon as | came to stand near Ma |
saw Baby Didi handing three sections of an orange 1o Ma. Ma
said to her smiling, “You have been holding it so long in your
hand?" Then turning to me, She said, “Can you tell me what |
shall do with them?”

| : Baby Didi wants them to be made prasada. Make them
prasada with a touch of your mouth.

Ma (smiiling) : Not so. Alittle time before, | put prasada into
the mouth of all with my own hand. Seeing you left out, Baby
was sorrowful. Now | must feed you these.

l: Ma, last night | helped Baby Didi see you dressed as Sri
Krishna. 1t has come as a reward for that.

| made my cbeisance to Ma and opened my mouth for the:
prasada. Ma put a section of the orange into my mouth. When
| was about to move away with that, Ma said, "I must feed you
all the three'. So saying, She put inte my mouth the othor lwo
also, one by one. Today the Grace of Ma had gone sa deop o
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the heart of all, that Sachi Babu came shortly after and pros-
trated himself at Ma’s feet, right on the maist sand. Seeing him
at it, Ma said smiling, “Now, what is it you are up to? {t will be
a signal for the others to lay themselves, on the ground like
this.” Rightly enough, many others prostiated themselves at
Ma's feet in imitation of Sachi Babu. | also felt like doing so, but
my diffidence prevented me. | went on offering mental prana-
mas to Ma.

Some of us were to leave by the four o'clock train. So Ma
expressed Her wish totake Her meal eatly. Sri SriMa sat down
to Her meal on the sands with Bimala Ma and Ananda Bhai.
Baby Didi had made a number of preparations for the bhoga.
Ananda Bhai began to eat with relish. | was witnessing the
scene from some distance when | heard someone making
some remark on me. When | looked that way, Khukuni Didi said
smiling, “Itis a pity, Dada heard nothing.” Then | was called by
Ma. She said, "Then a sour prasada fall to your lot, Now | offer
you some sweel prasada.” Have this "rasgulfa." When |
stretched my palm for it, Ma said smiling, “If | put it on your
palm, it may make Baby weep.” | sat down ncar Ma and
opened my mouth once more. Ma put the rasgufla into my
mouth and said, “You have had both fruit and juice.”

L only heard what Ma said. | had no power of reflecting on
it. How could a vessel of limited capacity like me contain so
much Grace and joy?

After the meal was over, we came back and took our seats
in the boat. In our boat, | was sitting with Atul Brahmachari, At
lirst my daughters too were in this boat, but as Ma looked for
them, | sent them to Her boat. | found a gentleman named Sri
g;fsanla Kumar Ayon always accompanying us and taking
initiatives in all sorts of work, | made acquiantance with him.
Formerly he was appointed to the Forest Department, Agar-
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tala; for the last seven years, he had been living in Navitdwaonp
He said. "l shall be under the malific influance of Sl fo
lwelve years, | intend to pass this period in Navadweep in the
company of holy men. | cannot recount the holy men | hiwvi
come in contact with. Quite a number of saints | have so lat
lived with on this bank of the Ganges night and day, but | have
not seen the like of Ma. Ma has renamed me, ‘Mathur, the
second’. | think She has jerked me out of the influence of
Saturn by changing my name.” | said to him, "You really look
like our Mathur Babu and are quite as active.”

Baby Didi had hired some 8 to 10 boats on the occasion of
offering bhoga to Ma. All of them were fastened together and
set in mation towards the ghat of the dharmashaia. Whenin the
evening we reached the ghat, Ma said to me, "Babaji, are you
going 1o Calcutta by this evening's train?”

| said, "It will be as you say."

Ma : Think if it is urgent for you to go to Calcutta.

I : Ma, when | am in Dhaka, | act after due deliberation o
the best of my power. But having come to Navadweep to meel
you, | have adopted “purushakara”. Now | shall do according
to your biddings.

Smiling, Ma sent Khukuni Didi to me. Didi said, “Ma has
sent me to discuss what you should do." | said to her, "Didi, |
truly say | cannot decide whal to do. Having come so near
Calcutta, if | return to Dhaka without meeting my elder brother,
he may take it to heart. Again, he may not mind it at all. | do not
know how he will take it, but Ma does. Sa how can | say il |
should go to Calcutta or not?” Didi said, “But Ma is not the one
to give Her opinion about these domestic affairs. What shall |
tell Her?" | said, “You goto Ma, if She asks you anything about
my decision, say whatever occurs to you at the time.” Did] sald
with a smile, "Ma sent me to you, and here you are sending o
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back to Ma."

As Didi wentto Ma and told Her about my dilemma, 1 heard
Ma say, "Yes, cansidering from the worldly point of view,
Babaji should go to Calcutta and meet his elder brother. Let
himthen start today by the evening train. | got Her order, but
my heart did not respond to the idea of parting from Ma. But
now there was no help for it. With my second daughter | went
to the dharmashala to fetch my luggages. | took a boatman
with me. Swami Shankarananda also went with another boat-
man to fetch Bimala Ma's luggages which were in our room, As
the luggages had been packed, 1 did not think it necessary to
take my wife along.

Hindrance to departure from Navadweep

When Swami Shankarananda and | reached the ghat with
luggages, we saw only one boat. We heard that all the boats
had moved to the station ghat with Sri SriMa. Our boat too was
set in motion.

The wintry darkness with mist had descended on the river.
There was no visibility ahead, The sounds of Ma's fleet were
coming from afar. After some time we overtook them, From the
side-boat | collected my other two daughters. | could not locate
the boat my wife was In. | thought once we got to the ghat, |
would find the rest there.

When the boats reached the ghat, | found a fanfare on this
bank of the Ganga. Later | heard that Bhakti Siddhanta Saras-
watl Maharaj, the founder of Gourlya Math, had passed away.
His body had been carrled to Navadweep all the way from
Calcutta for burial. This accounted for the demonstrations.
However, as soon as the boat touched the ghat, Shankaranan-
dajl took my daughters to get them In touch with Ma. [ put the
luggages on the heads of the porters, sent them off to the sta-
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tion and set out for Ma. Shankarananda Swamiji had stinted §
to 7 minutes back. But | could nat notice in the darl which wiy
we had gone. When | reached the ghat, | could not see any
boat there. | called out the names of my daughters for a lang
time, but there was no response. | was annoyed with Ma nul
being able to determine where my wife and my daughters were
and where Ma Herself was. It was darkness all around. | did not
know the way to the station. | proceeded somehow led by an
enquliry and soon reached the station. But there too | saw no-
body of our group. What a mess, | thought. | saw our luggages
on the platform of the station but there were no men near. |
understood that the coolies came by thereselves and had gone
away, putting down the luggages. |1 once more went towards
the ghat. But this time | found the way quite long. While going
inthe dark, | was about to topple down once or twice. Suddenly
| found Sachi Babu in the dark, he said to me, “Where is your
wife?"

| : | do not know anything about it. | have no idea where my
wife is and where my daughters are.

Sachi Babu : Your daughters are with Sri Sri Ma. But where
is your wife?

To me Sachi Babu was a lucky find. With him | went up to
Ma's boat, When Sachi Babu asked Her about my wife, She
said, "Mataji has gone back to the dharmashala by mistake.
Shankarananda has gone to bring her back.”

Sachi Babu : Will she be able to come back in time? There
Is not much time left.

Ma : You go to the station. if they come by this time, they
would also go to the station, And If they cannot reach before
the departure of the train, you should see off Blmala Ma
and her husband and then come back with Babalf's
luggages.
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| {elt it unseemtiy that | should keep silting in the beat
leaving a man of Sachi Babu's distinction to carry my luggages
for me and said to Ma, "Ma, let me go along with Sachi Babu.”
Ma said,“Youneed not go. Sachi Babu will be able to bring
back your luggages.” But seeing Sachi Babli go aloneg, | was
impatient of sitting on. | again said, "Ma why should Sachi
Babu bear my burden? | had better go."" Ma now said
firmly."No, you keep sitting where you are". The tone of Ma
brought me to my senses. | thought that perhaps | was in for
some danger and so Mawas sofirm in Her forbidding. It gave
me a shudder as | recalled the predicament in which | had
found myself a litlle time ago. Without saying anything more,
I kept sitting in silence. Ma bade my daughters go under the
awning, to avoid exposure to the dew. Sitling in the dark, we
waited for Swami Shankarananda.

A litile fater | heard the voice of Shankarananda Swamiji
from the distance. By that time the train had left. Coming
near, the Swamiji said,"Let me have a cloth guickly, Amulya
Babu's wife had fallen into the water." At the same time | heard
my wife's voice in the boat of Sri Sri Ma. | could not clearly
understand what had happened. Ma directed a cloth to be
given to my wife. All were busy locking for a clath, but there
was none. | szid, "'After Sachl Babu brings back the box, | shall
take cuta cloth fromit." Sachi Babu came soon after. | took
out the cloth, The incident as stated by my wife later was —
Shankaranandaji, going in search of my wife, overtock the
boat in which she was. Baby Didi and Prankumar Babu's wife
were In that boat. When that boat touched the bank at some
distance from where our boats were fastened, my wife whao
was in haste to get down, suddenly fell into the water. The
watar not being deep, she was not completely submerged.
Seelng her fallen, Baby Didi and Prankumar Babu's wife both

SRISRIMAANANDAMAY I 10

shouted. But without heeding the shout, my wifo scranibled
into a boat adjacentto Ma's and said, “Ma, | fell into thoe
water.” Hearing this, Ma said, "I hinted at it to Khulaun! in tho
morning. Well, tell me of your presentiments, if any.” My wili
said, “The other day when we had gone to see the temples,
| inadvertently treaded on your foot. Since then | had a
premanition that | was not gaing to be spared this time. | would
be left behind in Navadweep for good. Whenever | came 10
the Ganga and got into a boat, the thought recurred to me.
Today also when | was in the boat, | was haunted by the
thought that | would find my permanent abode in Ganga. All
others would land from the boats and go away, with me alone
lying under the water of Ganga.”

Ma: Getting up this marning, | saw Mataji running to me
with fear writ large on her face and her hair in disarray. It was
the first time | saw her in that form. | told it to Khukuni, but she
could not understand.

| also heard that on that day Ma had repeatedly enguired
of mywife and said to Khukuni Didi again and again, “Ask her
to stay close to me.” But as from the time She boarded the
boat at Baral Ghat to landing at the bank of Ganga, Ma had
been in our boat all the time, on the way back, my wife did not
trytobe near Her lest it should appear unseemly. From all
these pleces of Information, | had a firm conviction that Ma
today saved us froma great calamity threatening us. Not only
that, She must have dragged us all the way from Dhaka to
avert the death of my wife as astrologically Indicated. |
mentally cursed myself no end of time as | remembered how
| was annoyed at Ma a little while ago and begged Her pardon
repeatedly in sllence.

We went back to the dharmashala from the Navadwoop
Ghat statlon. Jatish Babu's daughters had come to the boal
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with garlands and all to dress up Ma as Krishna today also
but due to these untoward events, it had to be dropped. We
silently re-entered the dharmashala and putting back the
luggages waited for the 3 o'clock train at night. Sachi Babu,
Triguna Babuand Brajen Babuwere alsotaking the same train
to Calcutta. Having reached the dhamashala, Sri Sri Ma gave
Her own cloth to my wife to wear.

Today also Ma was treated to arati. The arati was per-
formed by Jatish Babu's daughters. Triguna Babu sang the
aratf song. It was a great pleasure to hear it.

An account of Sri Sri Ma's Lifa.

After the arat/ was over, Ma spoke on various topics. Ma
said, “Once | had laid down a rule that no one should laugh
while feeding me. Khukuni had quite a job of it trying to abstain
from laughter, while | was being fed. But she was forced to
laugh inthe end. At last Nandu succeeded in feeding me,
suppressing his laughter with great efforts.”

I: Ma, itis said that ance you lived on a few grains of rice
boiled in a kouta (a small tin pot). Is it true?

Ma: “Yes, once we went to Kashl. There going to a shop to
buy some articles, | bought the smallest cooking pot they could
offer for sale. | also bought a kouta, the smallest available.
After we returned to Dhaka, Bholanath's food was cooked in
the small cooking pot. As for myself, | directed that the few
grains of rice that went into the kouta should be bolled for my
meal. It wenton in that way. The kouta was filled with rice and
put Into the rice which was cooked for Bholanath, It served as
my food. Your Didima Iintroduced into the kouta all kinds of
vegetables cut into tiny bits to go with the rice. These also were
bolled along with the rice.” So saying Ma smiled. Ma
mentloned this act of Didima to Indlcate the Intensity of
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External signs of Samadhi

Now the case of Sevadasi was raised. Finding her Lillen
into a swoon in the morning just at the beginning of kirtan,
many of us had taken it for a trance. Ma said, "It was nol a
trance. It may be described as an emotional obsession
merely lying in suspended consciousness due to the impact
of emotion having risen above the limit of toleration. | showed
you then how her two hands were clasped into rigid fists.
During samadhi, the limbs do not stiffen like that. On being
touched, they appear to be wooden, detached from the
body. The rigidity of her limbs might be due to an attempt to
forcibly retain the emational charge. Besides, when Ma was
lying overcome by emotion, | pulled out her eyelid and
examined the state of her eye. | found that as scon as her eyelid
was pulled up, the pupil flitted away. The eye of onein trance,
instead of being restless like that, would give one the impres-
sion of an eye of stone set in the socket.”

I: Ma, may | call it jada sarnadhi (inertial trance)?

Ma : No, it was not samadhi of any sort, only emational
obsession. As for Inertial trance, it is that state when the
bonds with the warldly stimulants have been disconnected, a
few knots have been untied, but not all, so that relation with the
spiritual world has not been established. In this state he
cannot carry any information of the spriritual world. Many
people die while in this state. If there is the seed within, a man
may have spiritual progress even from this state.

I: Is it called samadh/ due to the fact that one or two kinds
of the heart have been untied?

Ma: “Quite so.”
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The prophecy of Harakumar

The chain of talks brought us to Harakumar, the first
disciple of Ma. Ma said, “It was Harakumar who first called
me 'Ma’. Bholanath used to have a paternal affection for him.
But | did not speak with him. He used to come both the times
of the day, bowed down to me and asked for water. it was not
because he was thirsty that he asked for water. To drink water
at my hand was a mania with him. He said that drinking water
from somebody's hand disclosed the predominating attribute
of the giver — whether itis saftva, rajas or tamas. Once | went
to his house and lived there for a time. He was always anxious
to know what | needed and fulfiled all my wants though | did
not speak to him. This made the people envious. He pressed
me to speak to him. But inspite of such importunities, | did not
speakto him, as | did not have aclear direction from Bholanath
in this matter. One day he sald to me from sheer desperation,
“Beti, if, | had served so long an image of stone instead of you,
| could have coaxed responses even from It. Beli, you are
stonier than a stone.” Later, | spoke to him being permitted
by Bholanath. After that he left, having got an appointment
alsewhere. Before he went, he said to me, “Beti, nobody has
understood you so far. But a day would come when
everybody would call you Ma.” '

— “Harakumar could sing well. Kirtans were arranged at
his Insistance. The kirtan induced bhava in me."

— “From the very beginning he slightly suffered from a
mental abnormality. At intervals he became unfit for service.
Finally, he went mad. As a mad-man he once came to see me
at Bajitpur. He brought with him a Rudraksha and some yarn
of a net. He deposited the Rudraksha and the yarn with ‘me
and salid,"Sanctify this Rudraksha for me; and this net-yarn—

It Is a symbol of bondage. Free me from this bondage.”
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Ma told the story laughingly. She said nathing  abott
what She did and did not for Rarakumar. Calling Harakami
mad at first, She gave the account of his coming with tho
Rudraksha. From this one can understand what type of @
made man this first devotee of Ma was. Harakumar is 1o
longer alive. Had he lived to this day, he would have found his
prophecy come true.

Incarnation and His Parshada

Triguna Babu sald, “Ma, when an Incarnation is barn, He
comes along with the others who would make up his set
(parshada). Theyare all high-level persons and they come as
promoters of the Incarnation’s fifa. How is it thenthat all of
them cannot properly comprehend the lila? When one
belonging to Sri Gaurangadeva's set of associateés was
questioned about Sri Krishna lita, he is reported to have said
that he had no knowledge of it. He had recommendad the
enquirer to Ramananda Ray as the sole authority on Krishna
lita, who understood it himself and was able to impart the
knowledge to others. Why is this difference?”

Ma: It is true that Incarnations come with Their group
of associates. They recruit the members from different levels
1o assist Them in Their different actions. All do not belong to
the same level. That is why all the devotees cannot understand
the lila to the same extent. They taste the lita differently
according to their competence.

Nitish Babu: We too are Ma's parshada. (Loud laugh from
all).

Sri Sri Ma Talks about Herself, of various Yogic Kriyas on
Her body.

After that, the topic reverted to Bimaia Ma. Like Nirmala
Ma, she also was experiencing various obstacles from Ananda
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Bhai. Having said so Ma passed on to Her own account. She
said, “Bholanath also had a keen eye an me. He had employed
anagentto spy on meand to inform him about what | did and
where | went at Vidyakut during his staying away. But | naver
disobeyed him. | wasveryfond of playing at cowrie, but | stop-
ped it the very moment he declared against it. | couid have
continued the play if | so liked without Bholanath knowing
about it, but | never did it. For this my co-agers mocked me. |
joined in the mocking in a good humoured way but was never
disobedient.

“Though |always obeyed Bholanath, my mode of conduct
was swept away under inspiration. Then things happened in
spite of myself. If | was inspired to go out-of-daars, | picked
up an epportunity, and out | was. If | was confined in a room,
secured with a chainfastener from outside, | rolled about in
the roorm so frantically that the door had to be opened.

“Manitestation of bhava in me started from Astagram and
continued in Atpara, Bajitpur and other places. Different
kinds of supernatural operations were on. While | was on a
seat, | would be spinning, seat and all, like a spinning top.
These were far from voluntary. During these supernatural
Kriyas, Bholanath offered no resistance. Once in Bajitpur, | fell
into an emotional disarray in the presence of all, while a kirtan
wirs on. It earned me a lot of infamy. People spread the
rumour that the wife of such and such Babu joined in a kirtan
withalong drum (dhole) tied to her neck. After this, Bholanath
used 1o keep me shut in a room, when a kirtan was going on.
But the closed door was no remedy for it. Even inthe room
I ralled over from side tq side with such frenzy that the
conchshell bangles | wore were crushed and all my body
shivered. | could not attend to any work. The muscles of my
hody were relaxed and at last | lay down in total numbness.
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“When these things were happening ta me and the poo ey
were loud In slandering me, Bhudeb Babu's wife came 1o ol
house one day and gave mesome goed counsels. S!'IU salel,
'Whatis the good ofallthis (she meant my state of exhllcratlnlf
during a kirtan)? It only makes the people wag their tongues,
so on and so forth. | said, '| do not know anything. What
happens Is none of my doing’.

“Truly enough, actions when one is in a state of bhava arc
by no means deliberate. They are spontaneous. Suppose, |
was sitting in a room; when | was urged from wuhm'to get out
of the room, this body slipped out with the spantaneity ofa}eal
driven by the wind. The body seemed to have become light
and levitated from the ground. Sometimes | danced balanced
on the big toe of a foot while the other leg bent. The body
sometimes rose up and sometimes touched the graund as
lightly as the tip of a needle. Asanas and mudr:a‘s were
manifested in me for five months. But even in the mlfist oijt,
| performed my domestic duties. All these happened in Baijit-

pur. There| performed my domestic duties mechamc‘al‘.y. |
ate under the will of the Guru. There was no perception of
taste. Atthistime | could not discriminate between what to
exprtess and what to keep back. This state comes from
dependence on the Guru. . '

“The states | have just related carry a special lesson; il
isthat a complete self-surrenderto the Guru is essential. Qne
should consider himself to be a puppet of His hand. A dehber-
ate preparedness for any particular state is ruted out. What is
to happen will happen by itself as willed by the Guru. No one
will be able to counter it. For an ordinary person, the p_racucn
of such dependence must be painful at the outset and it miist
involve smarts due to reactions of bonds. I, for ane, did nul
undergo such pains.
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“Sometimes, stotras came out of my lips. They would
not be pronounced as when spoken deliberately. They came
out from within. Theywould automatically come and automati-
cally cease. It was to some extent like a door being opened and
closed by itself. Sometimes | had an experience of the inner
knots belng untied followed by the gushing out of a language
like Arabic from my lips. Then it stopped all of a sudden.
Curious to know the cause of its stopping, | looked back and
saw a man approaching. He was almost within the distance of
hearing it all. In this way the stotras came out and stopped.
Only he, for whom they were intended, could hear them.
These languages of the Celestials are revealed to one only at
the sprouting out of the pranava (the sound 'OM' in its purest
form), which again takes place when all the knots of the body
are untied. The stofras come out through the loosened knots.
So, though the stotras are articulate, the words are indistinct.
The asanas help in untying the physical knots. But the knots
of bhava (thaught complexes) also should be untied, or the
slotras would not come out. Not only Sanskrit, but all
languages came out of my lips. For, | communicated with
the saints of different countries in their own languages.”

Sachi Babu: Ma, | canaccept your speaking of Sanskrit
as probable, but how did you speak Arabic?

Ma : All languages have some common features. As for
example, all the letters of our alphabet embady the sound ‘&’
(as in ka, kha, ga, elc.). For those who have been able to get
at the fundamental frequency of sound vibrations, should not
find it difficult to speak in different languages or to under-
stand them. All that is needed is to get at the fundamental
frequency.

Ma talked of some other things about Herself. She said,
“When at Shalhbag | gave up taking meals, | seemed to have
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completely lost the memory of food. Once seeing a dag eitting
rice, | went to eat with it."

In 1339, when Ma was staying at the Shiva temple of Ralpur
(DehraDun) with Bholanath and Jyotish Babu, Bholanath wis
under a vow of silence. He always stayed inside the templa
employed in japa and other practices. ‘ ‘

Ma said, “At that time all were under the Impression
that Bholanath was a saint of high order, who had renoun(:.ed
the world, and that | had followed him not being able 1o live
alone without him. After this Bholanath one day dls?losed to
them how | had lived without food for six months. Since then
people began to flock to me."

Farewell from Navadweep .

We talked in this way till 2.30 a.m. Thenwe made rea'dy
far setting out. When the car came we arranged for puttmg
the luggages into it. At the time of departure, | made my obei-
sance to Ma and stood apart. When my wife we:lt to. make l_-ler
the parting obeisance, She said to both of us, This morning
| found you sorrowful. There was anger, besides. Now th?y
have cleared up and | see your smiling faces once more. 1
understood that Ma was referring to our past danger a'md also
to my mental displeasure with Her. Also, in the morning, She
had asked us in the boat if we had wept. At th'e time pf Hor
enquiry we were in high spirits. And our smiling face She
spoke of now — how was it possible either? | rather thought
that on the eve of farewell, our faces were wan alj.d sanenccl
from impending separation. In which of aur bodies did then
Ma observe these smiles and tears? All of Ma's utterances
were enigmatic. When my wife bowed downto Her, Ma said,
“vou are under the protection of a Sat Guru, come, let me pass
my hand on your body" so saying, She passed Her hand on
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her body. Khukuni Didi did the same. Sachi Babu, Triguna
Babu, Brajen Babu and | got into one car. The ladies boarded
another, )
After we reached the station, Brajen Babu bought tickets
for all. The train arrived half an hour later. We all boarded a
third class compartment. Sachi Babu also joined us in our third
class compartment. So long as we were in the train, we talked
on Sri Sri Ma. This time when Ma went to Assam from Tara-
peeth, She made a detour through Naihatl. Sachi Babu went to
Naihati to meet Her, Sachi Babu said, “Ma directed all to
arrange meals at the dharmashala and went out for a walk.
In course of walking, She went to the house of a gentleman
named Shri Kshitish Chandra Ganguly. His ancestral house
was in Mymensingh District. At present he was staying at
Naihati, having set up a travellers lodge there. Sri Sri Ma went
up to Kshitish Babu and said, ‘Baba, can you not recognize
me?’ Kshitish Babu could not remember having seen Ma ever
before. Ma again said,'Do think of it and see if you can
recognize me: You cannot recall it because it is a matter of
such along time ago.” But the gentleman could not recoliect
anything. Ma then said, ‘Baba, give me some water to drink.'
The gentieman said, 'Only water? Let me buy some fruits from
the market.' He hurriedly came back with some fruits from the
market. They were sliced and servedin a large plate. Ma
directed some of it to be put into a saucer and asked a widow
of the gentteman's family to put into Her mouth the fruit out
of the saucer. After eating the fruit in this way, She went back
lo the dharmashala. After Ma had left, Kshitish Babu recalled
having dreamt the night before that Ma Kall had come to him.
Was She notthe Kali he had dreamt of, he wondered, and
running to the station he howed down to Ma and said to Her
many things from the fulness of his heart

CHAPTER TWO

The arrival of Sri Sri Ma at Dhaka. .

o3rd  Faush,1343, Thursday (7-1-37). In _me morning
coming back from the college, | heard that Sri Sri Ma Ananda-
mayi would be reaching Dhaka today. It gave me a great
delight to hear of it. | had some works in r}and which could not
be put off. | was a bit worried ta think if | shall not be found
wartting in either. However, 1 was out of the pouag ql once and
having extended the information to a few fnend.s. frmshs?d my
lunch and rushed to the station. There | met Sri Bhupati Nath
Mitra, Sri Nagendra Nath Roy, Sri Jatindra Nath Da}sgupta
and others. We sel out all together for Narayangun].

As soon as the train reached Narayangunj, the ship from
Goalanda was found to have got very close to the gi-rat: We
took our stand on the flat and from there saw Khukuni Didla and
Ma. Sisir alsowas notifying the arrival of Ma, by waving a
handkerchief fromthe ship. in the same ship Mr. Jinnah, Khlan
Bahadur Azizul Huque, the minister and others were coming
to Dhaka. Many Muslim volunteers carrying flags were
present at the ghat to welcome them. After the crowd had
thinned out a little, we went to Ma in the ship. By that time, Ma
had stepped down from the upper deck. We matfe pranama
to Her and Baba Bholanath at the foot of the staircase. Then
we marched in & body towards the cars. On the way | heard
from Sisir that after our departure from Navadweep, @ “Nagar
sankirtan” had been arranged.

In Navadweep we had been told that Ma would be al
Vindhyachal on 30th Paush. So seeing Ma came to Dhaka on
23rd, | had a suspicion that this time She would. not lbe staying
for long, while yet in ship, | had asked Khukuni Didi about the
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duration of Ma's stay at Dhaka. Didl's reply was, “Three days
only”. Later | heard that it was Ma’s idea to come to Dhaka.
Bholanath was against that all-too-short trip. Ma had said, “It
is good to go to Dhaka, even if it be for a single day."

In the car the talk was centred on Navadweep. Jyotish
Babu had arrived at Navadweep even before Baba Bholanath.
Ma expressed Her desire to set out from Navadweep on the
very night of the daythat Bholanath arrived. Baba Bholanath
had just reached Navadweep, travel-weary at the end of his
long journey from Dwarakadham. He badly needed some
rest. But Ma had already decided on leaving Navadweep that
night; it was a settled fact that no one could unsettle. So all
got ready for departure at about ten or eleven o'clock at
night. It did not please Bholanath. | felt the sign of
displeasure was still on the face of Baba Bholanath. However,
Ma’s sudden departure from Navadweep was a great blow to
the local devotees. The people of Navadweep were getting
more and more attachad to Ma. During my stay there, | myself
had heard many say, “Thereis no want of saints and holy men
coming to Navadweep; but the like of Her has never before
been seen.” *

When these talks about Navadweep was going on, | said to
Ma, “Ma, it is said that you went on a Nagar kirtan (A kirtan-
procession taken through the town). Is it true?”

Ma denied it, but Baba Bholanath said in a somewhat
angry tone that the news of Her going out on a Nagar kirtan
had reached his ears also. His manners clearly expressed that
he didd not approve of it Al this attitude of Bholanath, | was a
hit disconcerted. Perhaps Ma also by way of comforting hirn
salcl, "You may remember that when we went to the Ashram
of Sevadasi, she had expressed a desire lo feed me. But as
Baby was to offer me bhoga on that day, | refused to take
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anything. ! left with the promise that | would go to her Asfwam
some other day and take food there. Later, one day 1o I{unnlll
that invitation | went to the Ashram of Mataji (Sevadasi) with
all. We were going along the bank of Ganga. On the wiy
Nitish started singing a kirtan in a subdued voice jmd those
with me joined in. In this way we arrived at Mata;lsAsh{am
singing kirtan. Thereafter the bhoga was over, Brajen desired
to see the golden idol of Gouranga and insisted that| shr_)uld qgo
to see it with all, So | started with all to see golden idol of
Gouranga. This time also, as they went, they sang %fir‘tan as
before. Seeing them at it, some of the wayfarers also joined in
the kirtan. Thewayfarers singing kirtanalong with us gave the
whole thing the appearance af a vast kirtan party marching
along the road. So that was that; we did not take to the streets
with an express desire of singing kirtan. The kirtan on the rgad
and the concourse of men joining it was a seif-generatmg_
affair.” So saying Ma fell silent. Later | heard from Khukuni Dicli
that after going to the temple of Govinda, Ma had
encouraged the “kirtaniyas” by flourishes of Herarms, so that
the kitan had gained a high momentum. 'Howexfer.
considering Bholanath's attitude, | made no further mention
of Navadweep incidents and there was little more talk on the
way from Narayangunj to Dhaka. ‘

There was a great gathering at the Dhaka station for
the reception of Mr. Jinnah and others._Aﬂer detraining, we
were trying to get into a horse-drawn carriage when somebody
came with news that Dadamahashay was missing. | and Shib
Babu combed the in and out of the staticn, but there was no
grandfather to be seen. At last we went1o Ma and said, “M"f;
Dadamahashay is missing. Where should we look for him?
Ma salid, | observed your grandfather in the crowd on my
way out from the station.” We again went in that direction to
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look for him. In the meantime, Ma's car left for the Ashram.
After searching for sometime, we were in despair and set out
for the Ashram. When we were near the Ashram, we found
grandfather enter into the Ashram along with Ma. Bhupati
Babu was in Ma’s car. On asking him, | came to know that
though Dadamahashay could not be found inthe station, the
car was started for the Ashram at the instruction of Ma.
According to Ma's direction, the car was driven along a path
different from the usual route tothe Ashram. After the car
had gone some distance, Ma said, "Mark him, does he not
look like your grandfather?” Truly enough, it was grandfather
going along on foot. Then the car was stopped and he was
taken into the car. On account of the detour made by Sri Sri
Ma’s car. we reached the Ashram almost at the same time
with Her, though She had a good start on us.

Alter evening, Ma took Her seat in the Namghar. The ladies
saton Ma's right while the meniolk were on Her left. The talks
cut across diverse topics. Sri Kushari,* the brother-in-law
(sister's husband) of Bholanath, came in for discussion. Owing
to the death of a well-placed son, both he and his wife had
become overwhelmed with  grief, Besides, Sri Kushari was
himself ill. Recently when Ma went to see him, She found that
hewas able, to a great extent, to get over the grief for the loss
of his son. He said to Ma, “You went to different places twice
via Calcutta, but you did not meet me. It did not hurt me. |
do not quite feel your presence even when you are near me.
Itls all the same to me whether you are near me oraway from
me under all circumstances, you are unattainable to me.
Physical proximity does not make fortrue nearness. How can
I really foel your closeness to me?” Ma sald, “| found that the

* Sl Kall Prasanna Kusharl. He was a police inspector.
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orientation of his mind was good. But it did nol endure o
long. Immediately after it he said, 'Ma, solong as | am sitting
with you, | feel 1am quite secure.” But those whowere present
did not mark these words of Sri Kushari.”” With that, Mi

smiled.

“l'am in Dhaka”

Shri Pramatha Nath Bose said, “Ma you are often heard
saying, 'l am in Dhaka.' What does that mean?”

Ma: Thought draws persons near. | think of you and so |
am with you.

Pramatha Babu: But you cannot be seen with naked eyes.
Had you been with us, we could have seen you. | do not want
such evasive answers. ‘

Ma: Thinking and visualizing are one and the same thing.
You see, if you now think of your house, an image of your
house will flesh across your eyes.

Pramatha Babu: These are past our understanding. Say
something that we can understand. You have understood my
question, have you not?

Ma: | do not understand you as you do not understand
what | say. If a little boy wantsto knowa subject prescribed
for the Matriculation class, he must abide his time and read
all the books he needs. Then alone he will be able to know the
subject. Do you want me to uncover myseli? Well, tell me what
you make of my statement?

Pramatha Babu: To me, “l amin Dhaka" means " am
hidden" ("Dhaka" In Bengall means “covered up”.). | say, now
you reveal yourself.

Ma: Well, try to uncover me.

Pramatha Babu : How can we unveil you, unless you
yourself stand revealed?
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Ma: Try to the best of your ability. He will do the rest. Get
to the end of your tethers, what remains will take care of itself.

Pramatha Babu: Shall we be referred to karma even by
you?

Ma : Yes.

Pramatha Babu did not like the idea of attaining God
through Sadhan-bhajan. He was through and through a be-
liever In Grace. He was not discouraged by Ma's laying stress
on Karma. He continued, “Look here Ma. | am inclined to think
that there is an easy and simple path leading to the attainment
of God. You are our mother, we are your children. Why should
the children be called upon totake painsfor attaining you,
their mother? The mother would take up the child on her lap,
impelled by sheer maternal affection. This is what | under-

.stand. Is it true?

Ma: Yes, itis.

“It is done then. | do notwant anything more!l” With that
Pramatha Babu rose up.

Ma: Done, is it? For how long will you be able to sustain
this attitude? Being a son, you should be obedient to your
mother. Do as | bid you.

Equity comes after suffering.

After that Srimati Sadhana’s maternal aunt said, “"Ma, |
am burning in endless sufferings.”

Ma (smiling): | call it good.

Whatever might be in the mind of the questioner, she said
In the tong of one crossed in love, “you want It, don't you?"”

Ma: (laughing) Assuming the mortal coll is for suffering.
Herice one Is afflicted with disease or grief; it implies the
wearing out of a corresponding amount of suffering standing
to his account. The body and pains are inseparable. One must
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be burnt to coal and then to ashes. That will be the ond ol
burning. You feel pain as you are still wood. When you are
reduced to ashes, there will neither be fire nor burning. Thon
you will mix with any condition imposed on you. Sec, ashes
smeared on the body become one with it and dissolved In
water, go wholly into the solution.

Basana: Ma, you are no longer fond of us. ‘

Ma: You may like me or not, but | cannot simply do without
you.
With that She began to laugh profusely.

Pure thought pleases and nourishes Paramatma .

Aruna, the daughter of professor Sri Satyendra Nath
Bhadra, was sitiing near Ma. Having passed B.A., she was
serving as a teacher in the Anandamayee Girls' School. Ma
said to her, “Are your studies over? What do you do now?

Aruna: { am in service.

Ma: How much do you get from the service? How much
have you laid by? You must keep me alive by feeding me.

With that She began to laugh. .

Aruna: ! do not understand what you are driving at.

Ma: What do my words mean? .

Ma put the same question toall. Looking at me She said,
“You st silently at the back; can you tell me what my words
mean?"’

Ma (To Aruna): Knowledge and money you earn merely
add to your wants. Such knowledge and money are of no
avail.

Aruna: Should | give up the service, then?

Ma: Why should you? Devote some time to go_od worls,
as you find time for everything else. Take some tl(ne out of
eating, sleeping and gossiping. Try to devote more time to the
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repetition of the Name. The time you devote to the Name shall
not be wasted. Itwill no less be stored up. Sol was reminding
you that you will have to feed me and save my lige. Earning
money is not useless, It nourishes the body. But the mind also
must be nourished. So | say, store up some food for the mind.
You serve in the Schaol. It takes up, say, three or four hours
a day. But excluding those few hours, the thought of your
work at School recurs to you at all times. Similarly, if you
increase your religious inclinations, your religious thoughts
will be constantly present in your mind amidst all worldly pre-
occupations. This is how good tendencies have to be in-
creased.

When Ma was saying all these, somebody came in and
called Her away to communicate some secrets to Her. We
;ose up, thinking there would be no further falk with Ma thai

ay.

instead of going back home, | beganto talk to Khukuni
Dicli standing in the Ashiram. | heard from her that after our
departure from Navadweep, Ma had one day performed a
kitan with the gifls. It was held in Her room in the dhar-
mashala. The men were not allowed to stay in the room. The
doors and windows of the room were closed before the kirtan
was started. While it was on, all were emotionally inspired to
an appreciable extent. On that day, Ma instructed the girls
how a kirtan has to be sung. She repeatedly said that it was not
good ta be boisterous during a kirtan. For a kirtan to be
uffective, a gentle tenor should be preferred.

! ils0 heard from Didi that on the day Ma went to see the
golden Gouranga with the kirtan party, a dog was continually
finding Its way to Ma's feet struggling through the thick crowd.
No amount of driving couid make it desist. At last Ma told them
to let It stay at Her feet,
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Sri Sri Ma's Sampradaya (religious sect)

Didi said that at Navadweep a pandit came to see Mi,
Among other things he asked Her what sect She belongod Lo,
Ma said, “Asect implies a Guru. In my childhood my parcnts
were my Gurus. After my marriage, my husband became my
Guru. And now you all, not excluding the trees and plants arc
my Gurus. Now it is for youto infer which sect | belongto.”
The Pandit was not the one to accept defeat. He said, “lf
I could observe your activities from sunrise to sunset, | could
certainly find out your sect.”

24th Paush, 1343, Friday (8-1-37). In the morning, after my
works at the college were over, | went to the Ashram and heard
that Ma had gone to Siddheshwarl. On hearing it Atul
Brahmachari and | set out for Siddheshwarl. After we had
gone some distance, we heard that Ma had left Siddheshwari
for the house of Sri Akhil Chandra Chakraverti. Akhil Babu's
sonwas very ill. So Akhil Babu had persuaded Her to go there.
Hearing i, we proceeded towards Akhil Babu's house. We met
Ma on the way. As | was up from making my pranama to Her,
Ma said, "It has been decided that we should leave for Calcutta
tomerrow.”

In the afternoon | could not see Ma or have any talk with
Her. | heard that She was talking in Swami Akhandanandaii's
room with some girl students of the University. | talked with
Pramatha Babu till evening sitting in the field. Tonight Ma
would perform a kirtan with the girls. All the girls had been
asked to bring garlands and sandal paste. After the evening i
returned home and having a light refreshment, went back to
the Ashram with my wife and daughters.

On going to the Ashram | found Ma sitting in the
Namaghar. The room was packed to capacity with men and
women. | went in and scraped out a room for mysell, il
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Nagendra Nath Datta had brought a sadhu of Navadweep.
The sadhu was singing a kitan to Ma. Being without
accompaniment, it did not catch on, and it seemed rather
long.

Yogamaya and Mahamaya are the same.

The song over, the sadhu said, "Ma, your coming is for
the deliverance of the fallent”.

Ma: “It is from you all that | have heard of the epithet, the
deliverer of the fallen.”

The sadhu: Ma, do not delude us by quibbling.

Ma: “Where there is movement, there is delusion necessar-
ily.

Ma's replies were very concise. Also, | could not clearly
understand the meaning of Her words. However, | coaxed out
of It a meaning to my satisfaction. Sri Nagendra Dutta said,
“With you, it's a cantinuous act of deluding.”

Ma: Where does deluding fit in? Your nature itself is a
delusion. If He {(God) had not been delusive, we could have
derived no joy.

The sadhu: God's delusion is the delusion of a humorist.
But you have your own way of deluding us.

Ma: One cannot be to the exclusion of the cother. So |
say, Yogamaya and Mahamaya are one. In our ignorance we
discriminate between them. We do not know how to acquire
knowledge sither. Why, we cannot even press our demand or
feel hurt in the proper way. It is because in all these there are
desire and hankering. The ultimate Truth will not be revealed
10 us until we are purged of desire and hankering.

Self-help In worldly affairs, Grace only in religious matters.
Nagen Babu: Who has kept hidden our pure Essence?
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Instead of giving a direct answer to this question, Mt et
it with a question of Her own to Nagen Babu, "Haw da you
understand the dynamism of the universe? In tho world
nothing moves in isolation. All movements are interecon
nected.  Creation, continuation and destruction— all aro
going on as a single function. But in leading your worldly life,
you have made a mess of everything. So you are all wists and
turns inslde. What is needed is to keep the worldly affairs in
neat folds. Then you have no problems. As you stow them
away, SO ¢an you open them up.

Nagen Babu: | wish somebody had unwound the twists
within you.

Ma: You are seers of the hearts of all.

Ma’s answer came to Nagen Babu as a rebuff. He gave up
all hopes of eliciting any spiritual truth from Her and said,
“You have just returned from your travels abroad. What have
you brought for us?”

Ma: | did not go to travel anywhere. | am just wandering
about in the garden of the same house. When my wanderings
are in the same house, what do you expect me to bring for you?

Nagen Babu: | shall have none of your tricks.

Ma : (smiling) You are not yet sure of your alphabets, and
you are asking for the fat book youder, which you musl read.
You would not learn your lesson as guided, would notdo what
| bid you do, but are great at putting lofty questions.

Nagen Babu: Why don't you let us understand?

Ma: How do | prevent you?

Nagen Babu: Who else but you prevent us? If you Just
appear Inour hearts in the form of intellect, we can
understand everything. One of our scriptures (St Srl Chandt)
also says — “The goddess who Is present In all creaturos
in the form of intellect.”
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Ma: We can use our own intellect in eating and atterding
to all domestic affairs — only in this particular matter, “bud-
dhirupena sams thita — present in the form of intellect.”

The way She made this statement sent all of usinto a fit
of laughter.

Even after repeated hits-out from Ma, Sri Nagen Dutta was
not put off. He said, "Ma you know our heart's desire. Then why
don’t you give us what we want?” Ma only said, ‘But where is
Ma?”

How to get rid of the strong impressions of acts in
previous births.

At this time, Sri Hari Prasanna Mukherjee, professor of our
University, came. | got him seated next to Ma. After a brief
silence, he said, “We often see that we play into the power of
the Instincts willy-hilly. What is the remedy for it?"

Ma: Yes, the mind is sometimes subjugated by the
instincts inspite of itself. As a remedial measure, provisions
should be made against the mind's subjugation. But when one
Is eager, both provisions and their implementation are taken
care of,

Hari Babu : But good ideas and faculties will not be
activated so long as there Is a hang-over of the past.

Ma : You educate children against their will. Some such
measure will have to be adopted here also. Children are averse
to studies. They are more fond of play than studles. In their
case, you do not wait till they have played themselves out of
thelr fascination for games before undertaking their educa-
tion. As you forclbly educate children despite thelr inclination
for games, so It Is with religious practices. “Even after belng
born as a human being — a rare gift from God — my days shall
be frittered away In daoing nothing. | shall not able to realize
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God and must submit to various sufferings, being ploughuxd
back to the cycle of birth and death” — ruminating in this way
one should acquire a relish for the Name. All aim at oy and
peace. Worms and Insects also desire joy and peace. Bul
perfect peace cannot be acquired from any worldly ebjects.
The mind isflitting restlessly from one object to another— that
tao, isin a bid for attaining joy and peace. The mind Is in pursuit
of worldly objects such as money, respact, fame and the like
in the hope of obtaining joy and peace. But these imperfect
bits of joy cannot make him happy. He wants perfect joy. The
mind Is restless because it does not get it. Sol say, offer good
food to the mind. Kirtan, meditation, repelition of Name and
japa are food for the mind. If these are fed into the mind, it will
one day settle down to peace. Whatever else offered to the
mind will not appease it, for they are worldly aobjects having
the property of keeping up the wants interminably. Suppose
one owns four or five houses, but this does not satisfy his
cravings and he thinks he would be happier with another
house. Again, a few thousands of rupses saved makes ocne
inclingd to saving still more. Itis true for every worldiy object.
Onlyacquisition of the supreme wealth, whichis Brahma-vidya
—the knowledge of Brahma—puts to flight all wants. Thiswealth
instals a man onthe broadbase of his true nature. Engaged
in sadhana, one should not give way to despair. The mind
should always be encouraged with the thought that if evers a
dullard can become a great scholar through studies, why
should 1 not be zble to attain Brahma if | strive ?

Hari Babu : How can one profit by education |f
adverse propensities are strong ? You have spoken of father's
educating his son by force; but if it is the other way about,
the son dragging the father perforce to games, then who
would teach him 7
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Ma (satisfied) : You have raised a good point. Few can
detect such snags. But, | tell you, a son cannot drag his old
father into games.

Hari Babu : Strong Impressions from previous births
cannot be subdued. Please tell me the remedy.

Ma: In such a case my advice is to make a compromise
between enjoyment and renouncement. As you cannot com-
pletely keep away from enjoyments, it is better to practise
rencuncement even in the midst of enjoyments. As for
example, you may take rich meals for six days inaweek, and
take only rice and some boiled vegetables for the remaining
one day. Keep it up and the desire for enjoyment will be
gradually on the wane. Bear it in mind that the very fact of your
being born as a human being presupposes a minimal amount
of virtue to your credit, for without it human birth Is not
possible. Such a birth brings one into the line of self-knowi-
edge. Now he has the option of elevating himself, or he may be
degraded toa lower birth. So birth as a human being entalls
on one the responsibility of devoting some time to God
though reluctantly, by way of fapasya. It is true that with a
strong tendency brought forward from a previous birth pitted
against him, a man cannot cherish his good Intentions for
long. There may be occaslonal lapses. But i Is not quite
correct to say that nothing can prevail against such strong
tendencies. If one makes an attempt to proceed along the
path of vitue, the mind Is conditioned by it to some extent.
It sends out an occasional pulse of repentence and urges
the man along the right path. Similar Is the effect of belng in
the company of the good. Italso leaves an imprint on the
mind. The sannyasa you so often refer to, has nothing to do
with the wearling of saffron garment. It comas to & person as
aloglcal concluslon to his nature, As & plant regularly watered
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bears flowers and fruits as a matter of course in tha fulness ol
time, similarly if a person sticks tothe Name of God, ho has
the spirit of renunciation (sannyasa) activated within  hiri
naturally, when the time is ripe for it. Once the spiril of
renouncement becaomes truly active in a man, even the gads
cannot tempt him away from the path of sannyasa. So | say, go
on repeating the Name of God. It Is not true that It is of no use.
Jiva is such a frame of joy. He will not be satisfied with
imperfect joy. Let your attempt be to offer him perfect joy.

Hariprasanna Babu was satisfied and making his obei-
sance to Ma, heleft. Then Baul Babu put in an appearance.
He sat near Ma and said, “When will you come to rest?”

Ma : There is no unrest for one who by nature is at rest.

Baul Babu : Does Saguna not change into Nirguna ?

Ma: Does it? Does a Jiva change into Siva ?

Baul Bahu : You are a shrewd woman, there's ho worsting
you at an argument.

Ma : So, you have taken your position as a Purusha, have
you ? (All laughed) where is your female consort ?

Thus began Baul Babu's verbal fencing with Ma. Being
at a disadvantage, Baul Babu broke into a sang —

“How will you know what a woman is like?" etc. This was
followed by another :

“Stir up in me old memorles,
Let them come back renewed----"

In this way Baul Babu sang a number of songs In
succession, Hearing the song of Baul Babu, Baba Bholanath
took his stand on the North of the Namghar and made a slgn
to him. Ma said to Baul Babu, "Now go and take up pens both
of you." Baba Bholanath was under a vow of sllence; to
communicate with him one needed psn-and-ink.
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_ Baul Babu : What shall | do with pen, uniess you serve as
ink (a pun on the word ‘Kali' which in Bengali means ink and
also the Goddess so called).

Ma : Bholanath has both pen and ink.

Baul Babu alrnost gave up the hope of getting an edge on
Ma in the exchange of words and before going to Bholanath
said, “Do not be miserly, give away all you have.”

Ma (smiling) : Baul is the custodian of all treasure.

Baul Babu again sang —

"Come on, heart, let’s steal, etc.

Singing was an obsession with Baul Babu. | have heard
people say that when he was engaged in sadhan bhajan, he
did it with- songs. Once Baul Babu was heard to sing at the Kaii
Bari of Ramna at the dead of night. Baul Babu was ane of the
firs_t batch of Ma's devotees. After he had left, Ma said to us,
“"When | lodged myself in the Siddheshwari temple for seven

. days, Baul used to go there every day. You could not have
done the same, for it involved alot of pains. He worked at the
School by dayand at night he waded through water and mud
carrying fruits for me. | lived on those fruits.”

After Baul Babu's songs were over, Pramatha Babu aiso
sang two songs to Ma. In this way it was 12 p.m. and our stay
with Ma came to an end, since after that a kirtan was
scheduled paiticipated exclusively by ladies and conducted
by Ma. We were not allowed to stay there at that time, we went
back home. The few who stayed in the Ashram, vacated the
Namghar and sought shelter in some other room.

25th Paush, 1243, Saturday {9-1-37). Today Ma was dueto
depart fromy Dhaka. Going to the Ashram in the morhing. |
heard the account of the last night's performance from
Khukuni Didl. Lastevening, a woman had come from Gendaria
to meet Ma. When che was about to leave, she was asked to
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stay on for the night in the Ashram. As desired by My
Khukuni Didi had told itto her. At night when the Kirtan was on,
this lady did a lot of roliing from emotional upsurge. Lator shie
was identified as a disciple of Bhola Giri Maharaj.

At 3 am. the kirtan was at its peak. At that time, Ma
roused everybody to a frenzy with Her own song. At the
kirtan Ma under inspiration performed arati withincense and
cloth. Ma had conducted kirtans elsewhere with girls, but the
arati performed in this way was a new feature.

Ma had instructed the ladies about the procedure of the
kirtan. She had directed them to keep silence for ten minutes
before the starting of the kirtan as well as after it was over.
When the ladies would perform kirtan at the Ashram every
Sunday, they were to follow this new method, A month after
they would compare notes on their visualizations during these
lull intervals. The kirtan must be performed standing with the
door of the room shut against the prying eyes of the outsiders.

Ma introduced some new dispensations regarding the
conduct of the Ashram. On the way to the house of Didima, a
discussion was going on between Ma and Bhupati Babu. | was
a privy to it. Ma teld us, “You should take part in the aifairs of
the Ashram, These are a part of household works, While per-
forming your household works, you must do a bit more and
do the day-to-day chores of the Ashram, such as making
purchases etc. The Brahmacharis should not be troubled for
these mundane activities so that they may devote themselvas
wholly to the worship of God. Why should they be
encumbered even after they have renounced the world ? Tall
Kulada all these. However, we had no need to, for a Hersell
appraised Kulada Dada of Her message.

From Didima's house Ma went to the Kall Bari of Rarnna
and fromthere went back io the Ashram. It was close on 11
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a.m. Ma Khukuni Didi and others took their meals and got
ready. We followed Ma upto Narayangunj. Biddings Her adieu
there, we returned to Dhaka at about 2.30 p.m.

CHAPTER THREE

Ma's arrival in Dhaka on Birthday Celebrations of 1344.

SriSri Ma went to Krishnagar and Barhampur from Dhaka.
The next places She visited in succession were Vindhyachal,
Chittagong and Cox Bazar, Ma stayed at Cox Bazar for a
month after which She set out on a long travel. Her itinerary
included Kashi, Delni, Bareilly, Nainital and other places. |
received a letter of Khukuni Didi from Nainital informing me
that Ma might come to Dhaka at the time of Her Birthday
celebrations.

From Nainital, Ma went to Barishal via Jamshedpur. Her
visit to Barishal was in connection with setting up an Ashram
in the house of Girija Babu.* Fromthere on Herway to Dhaka
requested by Jyotish Babu and others, She stopped at
Chandpur, and went to Kheora, Her birthplace. The village of
Kheora was the native place of Dadamahashay's maternal
uncle. Dadamahashay sold his uncle’s properties and left
Kheora. The place where Dadamahashay's maternal uncle
resided and Ma was born was at that time the dwelling housc
of a Mussalman. Going to Kheora village, Jyotish Babu and
others saw a big hayrick on the side of Ma's birth place. A
project had been under consideration since long past on the
buying back of the site.**

5th - Jyaishiha, 1344, Wednesday (19-5-37). Sri Sri Ma
arrived in Dhaka from Chandpur. Only Bhupati Babu had ¢ona
to Narayangunj for the reception of Ma. | could not o a5 my
wife was Iil. Going to the Ashrarmn at about 6 p.m. [ found 5l Gil

* Gri Girlja Prasanna Sarkar. He worked in the Agriculture Depadtinent il
was one of Ma's earliest devotees.
* |l has been bought and an Ashram has been set up in Khiom
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Ma coming out for a walk in the meadow, surroundad by
women. | did not even have an opportunity of making my
pranamato Her. | enlered into the Ashram and bowed down
to Baba Bholanath, Jyotish Babu, Swami Akhandanandaji
and Swami Shankaranandaji. | did not have much talk with
any of them. Getting to the meadow, | stood waiting for Ma.
After a little walk, Ma drew close to the Ashram. She still was
hemmed in on all sides by a thick crowd of ladies -1 had to
content myself by having aview of Ma from the distance.
Suddenly, the eyes of Sri Sri Ma fell on me. She said, "Babali,
how do you do? In a hale, aren't you?” What should | say in
reply? If | said anything at all, it would have to be in shouts to
be within Ma's hearing.

Nothing is new to me.

Sri Motilal Roy had come to see Ma with his wife. For
Motilal Babu's wife it would be the first meeting with Ma.
Pramatha Babu was also with Moti Babu. As Moti Babu's wife
bowed down to Ma, Pramatha Babu said, “Ma, mark her well,
for she is new to you."” Hearing it Ma said with a smile, “There
is nothing new to me, all is old.”

With a few words to each, Ma proceeded in another
direction. Instead cf following Her, | began to talk to Khukuni
Didi. From Didli | heard thatimmediately after the celebrations,
Ma would set out for Kailas. When Ma was at Almora. She had
met several hill girls. Their native place was five miles away
from Kailas. They had come to Almora for education. They
werp not previously acquainted to Ma. The handbills contain-
ing an imprint of Ma's portrait and enjoining a ten-minute
repetition of the Name were distributed among her devotees
and one of them fell into the hands of those girls. Though the
portrait bore only a remote likeness to the present appear-
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ance of Ma, yet they recognized Her at once as they saw Hor
passing in a car and stopping the car, bowed down to Hor
Even at the first meeting they deveioped an intense attach-
ment to Ma and ever since, they started worshipping Her in
many ways. They expressed their genuine veneration for Ma
by composing songs in Her praise and singing kirtans. Ma
pad consented to pay a visit to Kailas, persuaded by the
Importunities of these girls. Having talks with Didi on many
other topics, | went back to my house a little after the evaning.
| returned to the Ashram rather late at night, fearing that 1 shall
have no opportunity of having a talk with Ma so long as the
crowd was there. Even then quite a number of people were
with Her. As soon as | made my pranama to Her and was
seated, She said, “How is Mataji 7" | said, “All right.”

Sitting near Ma, Ganesh Babu began to read out to Her
a poem composed by himself. Khukuni Didi was feeding Ma.
Didima also was sitting by. After Ma's Supperwas over, Didima
gave me a big “faddu" (a sweet) as prasada.

Immediately after this, Ma went out of the room and
walked towards the Namghar. and had a long talk standing on
the yard of the Ashram. Ma said, that the women of Bareilly
walked about much more freely than the women elsewhere.
When Ma was there, they always spent their time in Her
company after their domestic works were done. One day they
dressed Ma as Krishna and made her stand at the thrice
curved posture Tribhanga with a flute in hand and took Hur
photo. | heard from Khukuni Didi that these women imagined
Ma asKrishna and associated with Her as Gopisand deligjmvd
Her with songs and dances.

Sri Sri Ma and Srimati Aparna Devi
The talicled us to Srimat Aparna Devi When Apara Dovl's
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husband was ill, she reportedly saw Ma in her dreams fre-
quently, and each time such visions occurred she knew that
her husband would recover. Once her husband fell seriously
il. One night she dreamt that Ma appearing to her was saying
that if she sat by her husband's sick-bed dressed ina particular
costly saree she had in her box, he would get well. She had
forgotten having in her possession a saree like the one
described by Ma. But when she opened the box and looked
into it, she found there the saree as described by Ma. She put
it on and sat by the ted of her husband. The face of her
husband, almost driven mad by the agonies of disease,
clearly told her how he flared up seeing her dressed like that.
She was touched to the quick not being able to tell him
anything about her dream. Relating this story Ma began 1o
laugh profusely and we also jolned Her.

Ma also related some episodes of Jamshedpur. She sald,
“This time they in Jamshedpur put up a great show on my visit.
They constructed a gate of flowers and leaves overhung with
many-coloured electric bulbs. They put up a canopy and set
the scene displaying a rich variety. We reached Jamshedpur
at4 p.m. As soon as | reached there, |said that the sky was
overcast with clouds. Jyotish said, ‘No, Ma, these are not
clouds. It appears like that as the sky here is covered with
smoke coming out of factories’.'| said no more. They led us
and made us seated on a decorated carpet under the canopy.
As |t was getting dark, they switched on the lights for a little
thno. But finding us unfed even at that late hour of the day, they
condueted us into the room for bath and food. The moment we
found ourselves in the room, a violent storm and rain broke
loose. Ih a moment the canopy was torn into shreds and the
place was changed into a slush-pool. When later they
sorrowtully said, Ma, we decorated the place beautiful with a
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festoon of light, but all is spoilt before we could show It 1o
you.' | sald that | had seen the illumination if only for & shaon
while.

Khukuni Didi : Why speak of Jamshedpur alone - wher-
ever you went, it was rain and rain. When you reached!
Calcutta, people were groaning under intense heat. But as
soon as you put your foot there, there was a heavy shower
ofrain, cooling the whole city. It was the same at Kheora and
here in Dhaka it has begun to rain.

Ma : When this morning it was very cloudy, | stood holding
onto the railing of the steamer. Akhandanandaji stood close to
me. Hesald, 'Ma' when shall we get rains from these clouds,
—at Narayangunj or in Dhaka ?' The rain came on before we
were at Narayangunj. | said, “"Make bad for me, as soon as
i lie downwrapped, the rain will stop.” It happened exactly fike
that. We did not get drenched either at Narayangunj or in
Dhaka.

Ma now went towards Namghar. Her bed was made and
She lay down. | also made my pranama and went back home.
It was about 1 a.m.

6th Jyaishtha, Thursday 1344 (20-5-37), Today it was 10
a.m. by the time | reached the Ashram. Going to the Ashram
| bowed down to Bholanath. Preparations were going on for

the construction of a small temple on the sacrificial pit, and
another sacrificial pit was in the making at Panchavati. Bhola-
nath showed it to me.

Playing of Satchidananda Cowrie by Sri Sri Ma.

After staying in Panchavati for a while | went to S Sri Ma.
| found a dice-addlet of Jamshedpur oftering bloga to Ma.
After some tlme Ma started playing the game of Satchi-
dananda cowrle. The flrst round was wan by the eldaest daugh-
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terof Sri Prafulla Ghosh. Inan attempt to decide who else won
with her, Khukuni Didi began to count heads over and over
again. Ma peinted out those who, having won, would take
partinthe kirtan. Seeing that Khukuni Didi had stilt her doubts,
Ma said, “Khukuni, what has come over you today 7" Hearing
It we laughed. The words of Ma were so affectionate and
uttered with such sweetness and a note of complaint, that
they fell on the ears with a pleasing concord. This time
Khukuni Didi lost. So she closed her eyes and sat down to
japa.
When the game was on in Ma's room, a Vaisnavi was
singing kirtan very sweetly inthe Namghar. Ma said, “Wha is
singing in the Namghar? | will goand find out.” But Prafulla
Babu's wife prevented Ma from going.

The game was resumed and this time Khukuni Didi won.
The kirtan was started again. Ma was Khukuni Didi's partner,
So She led the song and the others |olned in. Ma sang in Her
voice rare even In the celestials, with cymbals in hands—

“Jal Radhe Radhe Krishna Krishna
Hare Rama Hare Hare.
Say this name with your mouth;
Broadcast t among jivas
From door to door.
We listened spell-bound.

After the song was over, Ma told me the history of
the Satchidananda cowrle game. Ma said, "When we were at
Cox Bazar, many children used to come to me. What should

saytothem and for how long 7 | gave them such Instructions
15, Attend to your studles', ‘speak the truth', ‘obey your
qaents'. Agaln, when we went out to walk on the sea-shore,
thuy would plck up cowrles from the beach and give them to
me At that | sald to them, 'Come on, | shall teach you a new
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courie game'. At this time the rules of the cowrie gaime )
finalized*, and the play started with the children? %:';h‘ﬁ”::'
the Munsiff and other ladies also came. | played cowric u\:rith
them as well. They also had to perform Japa if defeated for
other'wise the children would not take their turn at it. This
cowrie game had a wide circulation in Cox Bazar. Boys wer;:
prepared in advance with khole and kartal (drums and cym:-
bals) and on winning they instantly fell to singing kirtan to the
beat ofdrums. People could tell from the distance that the play
was on, hearing the sound of kirtan. One daya boy who
had never performed japa or repeated the Name, did japa for
a thousand times conforming to the rule of the cowrie game.

= =
Sri Jatindra Chandra Mazumdar M. Sc, a dear relative of mine went at that

IE:'ﬂrne{ic; Cox Bazargcl see Ma. He had the geod fortune of playing the game with
3. It was !rqm h]s letter that | come to know about Satchidananda cowrie
gamae forthe firsttime., On myenquiring about the rules of the game, he wrote
to Te a letter, | quote hers the relevant excerpts from it :— '
Almostthe who!a day Ma plays cowrie with boys and girls of different age
groupe. The School is near Ma's terit. The boys are with Ma for the greaterpart
of l{le day. I set down below the rules of the Satehldananda cowrie game-;
iin the game an even number of players have to participate. Two groups
fl:;n?hit: :f :fqg::v?;;rsnt:a:tﬁl p}a}:%tjs. The players sit in aring with & space for
n the middle, the i
Ml players of the two groups sitting
"Sevencowries are usadin the game, care |
avans L 1 care istaken thatthere are no “matha-
pagia" (Crazy) cowries" which falli i l
s ng on their backs, spin and come lo & slop
1) In -
ihra{v&r). a throw, a face-up cowrie scores one and the player gets ancther
thro(fv? Twa face-up cowries at asingle throwscore nil and do notearn anaxten
(3) Three face-up cowries score nil and do not earn a throw,
(4) Four face-up cowﬁes score Sat (satya). An extra throw Is cuncoclor|,
(5) Five face-up cowries score Chit (Chaitanya) with an extra thiow,
(6) Six face-up cowrles score Ananaa with an extra throw.
(7) Any one of a group winning is a win for the whole group.
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When after the second round of the game, the third round
started. Ma said, “1 will not play any more. Now, [ will actasthe
raferee”.

Ma has learnt quite a few English words such as,
“sllent”, “unnecessary”, “fing” etc. She even speaks a few
short sentences in English.

After the game had continued for a time, Ma rose up and
proceeded towards the Namghar. | also followed Her. | saw
that She appeared before the Vaisnavi, listened to the song for
a while and then turned towards Her own room. On the way,
a man handed over two lotuses to Ma and bowed down to
Her. He was wet all over. Apparently he had plucked the
flowers from the pond and at once run to Ma, Seeing it was
getting late in the day, | made pranama and left. .

At 3 p.m. a heavy shower of rain started and continued up
to 5 p.m. After the rain subsided a little, | went towards t.he
Ashram. Getting there, | found Ma in the Namghar. The ladies
were singing kirtan with Ma. We stood listening to the kirtan.

(8) Satya, Chaitanya and Ananda scrored in due order makes a win,

{9) Four, five or six in separate throws scering ane at a time of in single
\hrows will make for Satya, Chaitanya and Ananda respectively. ) )

{10) Chaitanya of Ananda scored before Satya becomes ineffective but it
s entliled to an extra throw. First Satya has to be scored. )

(11) f Ananda Is scored after Satya, bypassing Chaitanya ina singte throw,
[twill mean victory, but not so il itisscored in six separate throws, Inthe 1_at.ter
oage It will be counted as Chaitanya with one scare to be carrled over, which
moans that In this case Chaitanya cannot be bypassed.

{12) It with one score to be carried over, a throw shows all the seven face-
up uowrles, it will alsa be counted as = victory. There Is no question here of
‘Satya’, 'Chaltanya’ or ‘Ananda’,

{13)8oven face-up cowrles ata throw glves an extra throw.

(14) Savanface-downcowrigs ata thrownulliflesthecarried over gcores and
anmiaan extrathrow, Bul Salya or Chaftanya scored previoustyare notnullified.
For exampla, suppose seme one has scored Satya or Chaltanye; after thathe
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After same time Ma was called to the room of Akhancdanandali.
We came out of the Namghar. | was told that Mrs. Jonnings
had wired to Ma asking for Her permission to rotumn to
America. This American lady had come to Caleutta to take part
in a world religious conference and made a tour to diffaront
places of Indla associating with holy men and devotees. At Srl
Aurobindo Ashram in Pondichery, she heard of Sri Sri Ma and
went to Nainital where she met Her, She was charmed by
Her incomparable personality. We were talking about these
things when somebody came in said that | was called by Ma.
| at once went to Ma in Swamiji's room. Khukuni Didi  said,
“Ma just now commissioned me to have you here at once and
show you these photographs. So you have been called.”
They were Ma's photographs; each one had come out fine.

7th Jyaishtba, 1344, Friday (21-5-37). | went to the Ashram
at about 10 o'clock in the morning and saw there Moti Babu,
Pramatha Babu, Sachin Babu and others. Ma was seated inthe

scores three at three successive throws; after this, he has seven face.down
cawries at the next throw. Inthat case, it will not speil Satya or Ohaitanya, bul
the three carried-over scores will be spoilt.

(15) Satya. Chaitanya and Anandsa scored by three players of a group
separately does not make for a win. Thus there is no intra-group addition of
scores. Each one has to play separately,

{16) After scoring two or three, which are nil-zcores, a player has 1o give thi
next throwto the next player onthe right. Thus the game moves in acirclo, Any
score other than two or three entitles the player to an exira throw.

(17) fone scores two or three at separate throws one by one, they arecarrivil
overand notspoilt, when theturncomes back after completing the circle, thosu
carried-over scores are added 1o the score at the nex! throw.

(18) The winning group In the cowrie game should sing Kirtan ‘Harl bute,
Hari bole' while every one of the lasers must repeat the ‘Ishtamantri’ vnn
hundred and eight times. The uninitiated should repeat ‘Ma' er a Nanw
denoting God. This is all about the cowrie game. | do notknow if | have buen
ableto make it sufficiently plain. If youfind any difficulty while al play, youinny
let me know,
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veranda of Her room. Pramatha Babu was saying toMa, "'l got
you change the place twice like a bundle, butwhat good was
1?7 We have noaccess to you, thanks to the ladies."” Ma began
to laugh. -

Nagen Babu: It is no use complaining. Now the women
are the privileged group.

Ma: (smiling) If the women take the right path, men
cannol go wrong.

At this moment Khukuni Didi came up and conducted Ma
to help Her wash Her face. As Ma went with her, She said
looking at Pramatha Babu, “You remain dissatisfied
bacause you talk of dissatisfaction. You should instead
reach out for what yields satisfaction.”

After Ma had washed Her face, She inspected the plan
of the sacrificial temple and approved of it. | heard the king of
Solan was bearing the expenses of the construction of this
termple.

"Quarrels between Ma and Baba Bholanath at the cowrle game Is worth
maenlioning. Ma sits in a circle with children (o play the game. Ma and Baba
Bhalanath are in cpposite groups, The Swamiji also is in the party. After the
gami Ma and Bholanath have a sharp wrangling over who has won how many
fimes, Each calls the other Kanthha' (Swindler). The loser seeks strength
throuagh the recall of ancther day on which he had won. The whole thing ends
w spell ef merriment.

“uippase, in athrow two cowries are In face-up position attached to each
odiw precaricusty so that if oneis removed, the other may be upturned. Such
Hiae, atino lead to differences between Ma and Bholanath. While one claims
thit = vhee as four, the olher says it is anly thiee.

“tianlimes ready for a throw, Ma says, well, — | leave it to Bhaga
(U srpiwvan Ginrd), let me see how it turns out."

St Ma snys to a boy of Bholanath's group, ‘Bag it of me, say, Ma
maka mn win. Gthejwise you shall lose:' With the movement of both hands,
Bholvl forbids the Loy te ask tor anylhing. The boy says, No, Iwill not ask
of yua, You o n Hincdu whiife | am Brahmo.' Ma says, '[too am a Brahmo—
oven ol thin cont, du ngle’ The boy says, ‘No, | will not, by any means.'
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“I also have my Kuchery(court)".

Ma was taken away to be fed. Pramatha Babu and Ml
Babu went to Ma and left for home with some praseacdi. Ao
some time, Ma returned and sat on the veranda of Hor room
For some time sundry topics were talked about. Then M
enquired about Pramatha Babu and Moti Babu.

I They have gone away.

Ma: Why?

I: They have to attend kuchery.

Ma: (smiling) | too have my kuchery. When | lie down
wrapped up, | attend my kuchery — move about in diffarom
places.

| was told that Pramatha Babu had roused up Ma from
sleep in the morning when She was lying wrapped up. He
could not wait for Ma to wake and sit up by Herself, Perlips
Ma's remark referred tothat event. We often say that Ma has
gone out forawalk, whenwe find Her lying coverad up. Now
She vouched far its truth Herself.

Now, the conversation turmed to Mrs. Jennings. Ma saicl,
“Born of a respectable family, she is quiet and grave. She
often spoke nothing, only kept sitting quietly. She had 1he
power of inducing composure in others also.”

| Is her Sadhana along the path of devotion?

Ma: ‘Well then, play on. You're sure to lose. At the end of 1he (qarwe
Bholanath loses. Masays, ‘You see.' Ask for it riow. Ask of me to make you win
Or you will lose this time also.'

This time also Bholanath forkids him with a beckoning. The boy say, Ll
not ask of you in any case.’

Inthisway Bnolanath loses six timesin succession. Atthe end ofuiely o
Ma says to the boy, "You see, how you are losing every time. Just 2k g
what happens. Say — Ma, make me win, It will certainly be a win for you 1
the boy is ot prevailed upon."”
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Ma: No, but devotion being the common path of least
resistance for jivas, Itshows up more orlessinall. When she
tried to concentrate on herself, tears often appeared in her
eyes, without her knowing”, So saying, Ma began to laugh.

A devotee: | hear, she was to go with you to Kailas?

Ma: Yes, she had asked me if she could expect any
splritual edification if she went to Kailas and whether it was my
disire that she should go. That meant, she was ready to go, if
J ‘asked her to. You know my ways. | told her that a spiritual
uplift experienced on going to Kailas was determined by the
preconceived idea of the person concetned. That is to say,
those who regarded Kailas as a preferred place of a particular
Deity were Inspired by appropriate emotions on going to
Kailas; for the ragt, it was only a sight-seeing tour.

Jyotish Eabu's experience about Ma,

8t Jyalshtha, 1344, Saturday (22-5-37). | reached the
Ashram at 10 a.m. | was told that Ma was still in bed. Seeing
Jyotish Babu taiking with others at Panchavati, | went there
and tock my seat. Prainatha Babu also went with me, There |
found Charu Babu too.

Jyotish Babu was speaking about Sri Sri Ma. | said to him,
"It is said that once you visualized Mz in the form of Devi. Let
us hear of the event.”

Jyotish Babu said, "Ma was then staying at Shahbag. One
morning, going tomeet Ma, | was waiting at Nachghar. Ma,
Bholanath  and Matori  aunt were still lying in bed in their
rooms. Suddenly, | saw the door of Ma's room thrown open
and the radiant form of a goddess appeared near the door.
Atthat, | was very much astonishad. | thought — ‘What Is it
that | am seeing fully awake and in broad daylight?’ It did not
appear to be a hallucination. While | was looking on, the vision
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of the goddess faded out and | saw our Ma goming out from
the room in Her easy, leisurely gait approaching me. To nw
reasoning never gets a less weightage than emotion. So |
made up a plan and began to mentally recite a Devi stolrit
from the Chandi. | thought that if She really was a goddoss,
She would be pleased at my recitation and offer something to
me by way of reward. As She slowly proceeded from Her bod
room to the Nachghar, Sri Sri Ma plucked up a few grass
flowers fram the ground. When She was before me, | bowed
downto Herand She at once dropped on my head the flowers
as Her blessings.

Jyotish Babu continued, "At this time, | was pestered with
the desire to know Her identity. Sol often asked her, “Ma, who
are you?' One day She said, "You will know it later on.' Another
day She said, It is possible to say who fam only solong | have
a perception of seif. | am completely devoid of this perception.
So! am whatever you make me out to be.’ Then She said
a bit seriously, ‘What else do youwant to know?' She uttered
these words in a tone and with an unusual expression on Hor
face that made me shiver to the inmost depths of my being. |
could not say anytning more. Since then, | never asked Hor
about Her identity.”

As it was gelting late in the day, | turned homewards. M
the time of coming away | found Ma sitting up.

When at 3.30 p.m. | went back to the Ashram, | was told
that Ma had gone to Shahbag for a walk. This time whik:
coming from Nainital, Ma had brought along with Her & il
named Godavarifrom the hills. She had inali probability (uno
to Shahbag to show the girl around the place. | wonl lo
Shahbag. Many children were walking about Shahbuq wilh
Ma. Seeing me Ma said, “The trees | planted hore, have now
grown up.” Khukuni Didi asked me if 1 had been 1o Shahlg
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before. Ma said, “Yes, Babaji has. | had once to face a
complaint on this account.”

One day Ma had conducted me to Shahbag. After our
walking was over, the caretaker of Shahbag came out with
his complaint, saying that entry for men was forbidden in
Shahbag as the begums often came there for a walk from the
Nawab's residence. Ma said, “Since then | never came here for
a walk — except today and it is my first visit after that incident.
Itis permissible too, forthose of the Nawab's residence ate
not here at present.” So saying Ma began to laugh.

From Shahbag Ma went to Siddheshwari with Godavari
and a few other women in trail. We went back to the Ashram.

From Siddheshwari Ma returned in the evening and took
Her seat in the Namghar. A litile after, the arati began in the
temple. We sat on silently watching the arati.

After the arati was over, Bhudeb Babu came and sald to
Mataji, “Ma just sing us a song. We can trouble you for one,
seeing that you sing so many songs to the ladies.” At first Ma
refused. Then She sang two songs of Her own accord. One
was Hindi and the other Bengali. She sang in Her sweet voice
lost 1o the outer world. [t went to the heart of all who heard it.

After this Bhudeb Babu came out with another tall order.
It was that he would listen to the Mataji speaking Hindi. Ma
said, "“You put questions to me. | will answer them in Hindi.”

Ma's unwillingness to reveal Her identity.

Bhudeb Babu : People call you Bhagavati and no other,
thit |s, Bhagavati Herself is reborn. Can we not be emanci-
pited by looking at  you and touching you? Ma replied first in
Hincllanel then in Bengali. She said, “Proper sight and touch
cortalnly lead to emancipation, but how often are they in
evidenco? You call me ‘Bhagavati 'Annapurna’— but these
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are mere words coming out of the mouth. How often cimn yini
identify the idols with divinities? You say many things from
your beliefs. | call such beliefs blind as they are not backod up
by feelings that should go with them. Deities are mentioned In
scriptures also and you can talk about from your scripture
based knowledge. But to me scriptures are time-tables anl
no more. A time-table contains names of places but you
cannot have any idea of those places by reading the time-table
alone. It is the same about the deities referred to in the
scriptures.  You can have no nctlon of them from your
scripural knowledge. Notions of them call for action. Actions
lead you to various mental configurations and then everything
becomes plainto you. But you may contend that the property
offire is to burn— itburns the hand if it is touched whethor
consciously or unconsciously. In the same way, why should
you not be benefitted, if you touch Bhagavati, without knowing
Her as such? To this | say, an ice-cold object does nat burn
as soon as it is brought in contact with fire. Perhaps all it does
is to leave a mark on the place. Inthe same way if you see ancl
touch anybody taking her for Bhagavati, it will leave on your
mind a good propensity.Nothing is absolutely thrown away.”

Bhudeb Babu : | understand it well. Now the question is,
are you Bhagavati or not?

Ma: It is a question | cannot answer.

Bhudeb Babu: Why can't you? | can cite a precedent o
support that my question admits of an answer, When Sii
Hamakrishna Paramahansadeva was asked about His idoentity,
He had disclosed it.

Ma: | cannot say or do anything deliberately. With mo i
thing comes out spontaneously or not at all. Perhaps soii
day my identity would come out of my lips. But at present, il
is not coming out.
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Salavation comes from actions dedicated to God.

Paresh Babu*: It is true that one cannot go from one
place to another merely by reading a time table. It requires
actlon. But one can rise to a high state of experience,
without having recourse to actions. God can draw us directly
to the path of religion as @ magnet attracts iron.

Ma: Attraction s there, but we cannot perceive It. It is this
attraction thatinclines one to the religious path. But for itthere
could have been no such inclination at all. It is the natural
destiny of man to be liberated, to attain God. No oneloves to
be bound. Some may develop religious tendencies at an early
age. You can call it fortune, or a reward of good action. Again
some one has an urge for the religious life but can make no
headway. In despair he thinks that he is getting nowhere. But
this very thought of not getting anywhere is a proof that he is
meking some progress. He has his eye on God even for a
passing moment.

Paresh Babu: He can get everything done, can't He?

Ma: it is He who gets evetything done. But a mere state-
ment of this fact means nothing —one must perceive it. We can
attend to all household works, but want to depend on Him
in respect of religious matters alone. It is an inconsistency
amounting to hypocrisy. As children are directed towards
oducation by force, similarly one has to repeat the Name
agalnst his will, and try to be single-minded. The means of
altaining single-mindedness are reading good books, assocl-
allng with the good and taking part in religious discourses.
Whilu at such practices, @ man feels that they are attracting
him magnet-ike towards God. While performing household

* Dr. Parosh Chandra Chakraborly, & brother 1o S Naresh Chandra
Chakraborty, Highly devoted, both of them.
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works, you should do some works for Him as well. Though
whatever you are doing for your domestic life are also His
works, yet for the awareness of this fact, God must be drawn
Into your household. While looking after your relatives and
serving them, you should be mindful of God inherant in
them. Performing household works as one's own, makes only
for bondage; but doing them as God's work leads to
liberation. In each work you do, He must be involved. Thera's
no other way.

A proper bowing consists in a complete self-surrender.

At this moment some women came to bow down to Mataji.
Ma lapsed into silence. After their departure, Ma again sald,
“See, can we even make a bow in the proper way? What Is
bowing like? Well, it is like pouring out water from a pot. If the
pet is held upside down, all the water in it flows out. In the
same way a proper bowing consists in pouring out all one's
emotional content on the feet of the object of the bow. You say,
don't you, that our head is the seat of all our thoughts and
emotions. But when we bend it low while bowing, ncthing
flows out of it. It is like titinga powder can. When the can s
tited, a very small amount of powder and not all falls out
through the perforations In its lid”. Ma added in this connec-
tion, “Unless the water-pot is emptied, God would not come
forward to fill it up”.

“Let there be at least a start in giving”,

Hearing this interpretation of pranama. Naresh Babu sald,
“Ma, If you're bowed down to it In that way, you will get black
ened."”

Ma: All right, offer to God whatever you have, Say, "Ga,
I have only sin, 1 offer it to you." It will at least serve as n atap
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forward towards giving. Here is a story for you. A beggar had
gone to beg to the house of a miser. While the miser made it
a point not to give away anything, the beggar refused to
budge without having his alms. At last the miser, out of sheer
anger, gave him a handful of dust, saying, 'Take it for your
alms.” The beggar accepted it with satisfaction, saying,
‘Good, it Is at least a start in giving.” (All laugh). It is very true.
The miser in his anger gave dust, but when his anger subsided,
he must have felt sorry for having given dust to the man instead
of food. It may be that to the next beggar he would give half
apice or apice instead of dust. | also tell you to give whatever
you can afford. Even if it be half a pice, no matter, later you
may be able to give a pice, a rupee or even a gold coin.

~ 9h Jyaishtha, 1344, Sunday (23.5.37). Ma was away
from the Ashram in the morning. She had been invited to
different families. So | did not go to the Ashram in the
morning.

¥l pre-exist creation, continuation and destruction.”

| went to the Ashram in the afternoon at about 6 p.m. It
was almost impossible for the crowd to have a glimpse of Ma.
in the evening though Ma took Her seat in the meadow,
there was no approaching Her for the crowd of women. |
heard that Madhavi Mata* had come to meet Ma and that Ma
wis very mirthful with her.

When the night was deeper | stood where Ma was sitting.
At thls moment Pramatha Babu came up and said to Ma, “Ma,
In Il an old-men’s kirtan tonight?"

Ma: Ask It to Bholanath. You had better have a kirtan
wilh Bholanath.

" A Vaishnavl Sadhika, having her Ashram at Te|gaen, Dhaka.
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Pramatha Babu: You will not be present at it? [f you are ol
present at our kirtan tonight, then | will not allow you to b
present at the kirtan to be arranged tomorrow by childron
below twenty years.

Ma (smiling): | am with twenty-year-olds, fifty-year-olds,
as well as with centenarians. That is not all — I pre-exist the
cycle of creation, continuation and destruction.

Hearing that tonight there would be a kitan, participated
by ‘middle-aged uncles’ like us, | went to the house to have
supper. The supper over, | went back to the Ashram and found
Ma seated in the Namghar. The others were performing
kirtan with Baba Bholanath. The kirtan continued for about an
hour. Baba Bholanath began to dance in bhava. After the kirtan
was over Bholanath went away. In the meantime Ma also
had left the Namghar. We went on singing kirtan in the
Namghar.

The state of the body on the Awakening of Kundalini Sakti

After sometime | observed a gathering of people on the
veranda of Annapurna temple. At that | presumed that Ma was
there. On going there | found that my guess was right. Ma
was lying on the veranda of the temple, and some university
students were sitting by Her. Almost all of them were my
students. | also made room for myself ata corner. | found Srl
Atul Brahmacharl of “Sadhan Samar Ashram® and Naresh
Babu talking with Ma. | could not hear what they said partly
because a loud kirtan was on in the Namghar and partly
because my seat was at some distance from Ma.

| found my student Prafulla Chakraborty absorbed In
meditation, Noticing him Ma said, “Where have you coma
from?" He made no reply. He spoke nathing even when
pushed by his friends. At this | was a little astonished,
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At this time Ma sald, “See if Pramatha Babu is at kirtan in
tho Namghar." Someone said, “Yes, he is". Ma said, “l am
going to the Namghar for a while." | followed Ma. The boys sat
on. Short time after, | sawthe boys forming a crowd in the
Ashram yard. A student ran into the Namghar and went back
with a fan. Fearing that something untoward had happened,
Khukuni Didi and myself went up to the boys. Going there |
found Prafulla Chakraborty lying on the ground writhing
restiessly. | asked Vijoy, another student of mine, what it was
all about. He sald, “Ever since Prafulla’s mother died, he has
been frequently dreamina of her. Today coming here, he has
lain down, restiess with pain." Hearing this | thought it prudent
to call Ma, and called Her from the Namghar. Seeing the boy
rolling on the ground, Ma said, “It is not good, hislying onthe
ground like this. He may catch cold. Lay him on & blanket in
the temple veranda.” | told it to the boys. They askad Prafulla
to get up, but he keptlying. | noticed that he had not completely
lost his consciousness; but was highly restless. On Ma's
repeating several times that he should be removed, the boys
lifted him bodily and carried him to the temple veranda, but
there atso they set him down on the bare cement. Nobody
apparently paid heed to Ma's advice to lay him ona blanket.
Ma told them to pass their hands on the boy's backbone.
Naresh Babu being near, began to pass his hand. | saw that
ha could not do it properly, yet | could not ge near him for the
crowd. | heard Ma say, “Massage him up from the middle of his
brows to the forehead with your fingers." But seeing that
nobody was doing it, | forced my way to the boy and laying
him on a bed-cover, passed my fingers gingerly from the
junction of his brows to the forehead. When it was done for
some time, Prafulla began to repeat "Ma, Ma" in tune with the
Kitan in the Namghat. From time to time he said, “Why do |
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feel so weak?' When Ma came to hear of il, She said, "It iy
natural that he should feel weak. At the slightest activalion ol
the Kundalini Sakti, the body experiences a shock and the
man falls down unable to withstand its impact. Ask him if ho
occasionally comes to this state.” | asked him and said to Ma
that he had never had it before. To day he was having it for the
first time.

Seeing the boy in that state and hearing Ma's comment,
I was reminded of Nirmala Ma and Sevadasi. | asked, “Ma, is
ita state allied to that of Nirmala Ma?”

Ma: Yes, It is so. Do not think that he has done it deliber-
ately. As soon as a person becomes single-minded, a surge
of bhava breaks upon his body in this way and he is
prostrated. It this state recurs to him, it will bespeak his
spiritual elevation. But it may be that after it has happened for
this oncee, it will never happen again in his whole life.

I: Is a man subjected to such onslaught of bhava if he
is single-minded in respect of any matter other than religlous?

Ma: No.

I: This boy only visualizes his mother indream and thinks
of her; why then has he been so affected by emotional up-
surge?

Ma: There Is an element of divinity in father and mother.

[: If one becomes single-minded concentrating on his dead
son, Is he llkely to have this state?

Ma: He may, but then, he must have submission to God

added to It. That Is, if he thinks that God has taken away his
son, then it may happen.

Why It Is necessary to recite the Name of God to rouso up
one in the grip of emotion.

When Prafulla was lying on tha temple veranda; Mu lnd
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wlsoadvised that the name of God should be whispered into his
car, 1said, “Ma, when a man falls unconscious repeating the
Niume or hearing it recited, why is it needed to whisper the
Name into his ear to restore him? It seems contrary to the law
of Nature.”

Ma: Why?

I: We heat water by exposing it to fire, but we do not bring
it In contact with fire again to ccol it.

Ma: It is not like that. It is like retracing one’s steps during
returning. That is also natural.

State of trance (samadhi )

I: 1 have seen in the diary of Khukuni Didi that you have
divided the state of trance into four categories — Jada
Samadhi, Savikalpa Samadhi, Nirvikalpa Samadhi and
Chaitanya Samadhi, Does one not have super-consciousness
(chaitanya) in the state of Nirvikalpa Samadhi that you speak
of another category — Chaitanya Samadhi?

Ma: It is impossible to say what a person has or has not in
the state of Nirvikalpa Samadhi, | won't go into these discus-
slons now,

[: Do the limbs stiffen during Samadhi?

Ma: It Is not possible to detect Samadhi simply by
observing physical states. In the detection of Samadhi,
physlcal states have certainly to be considered, but Inaddition
to them bhava, spoken words and many other aspects have
to be taken Into consideration, Stiffness may occur during
Samadihi, but It will be simllar to rigor mortis. If the man Is
maved by his leg, his body will move as a whole. (Pointing to
Harsolf) This body has passed through no end of states.
Sometimes my hands and feet became excessively stiff, so
much so, that even when rubbed with might and main, no
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sensation would be produced. But that sate did notamount to
Samadhi. They were the reactions to the upsurge of bhivir,
How few can understand or detect such states! You have
seen the state of Sevadiasi at Navadweep, and thatiswhy | tell
you about these things. It is often seen that a person under the
influence of bhava, closes his fists; he holds a thing so
strongly that it cannot be wrenched away from his grasp. In
such a case you must understand that his emotional influence
has been re-inforced by his will power. But such a thing does
not happen in  Samadhi. During Samadhi, the hand rmay
stiffen, but you can put it in any position you like. If the fist is
closed, fingers would open out as soon as they are pulled, and
when they are let loose again, the fist would reclose itself. You
may have seen a person struck by lightning while standing
and is killed. But though dead, he keeps standing like a live
man. He would drop down as soon as he is pushed. The state
of Samadhi is also somewhat akin to it. in this state will power
being absent, the body can be putinto any desired position.
But if you see that you cannot manipulate the hands and
feet at will, but meet with a resistance, it means that it is not
a state of Samadhi.

|: What Is Jada Samadhi?

Ma: Under it the body keeps lying like an insensient thing
and the mind becomes inert. When the influence passes off, the
person finds that the world has taken up a new form, and
that his outiook con the world has undergone a complete
change.

I: At Navadweep you described Jada Samadhias a state
when a person lases his contact with worldly objects but re-
lationship with the spiritual warld has not yet been astablishod.
This being so, how can a man passing out of this state havo
his worldly polnt of view changed? The splritual truths are yot
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to be revealed to him.

. Ma: The state | told you about is the initial state of Jada
Sarnadhi. It is true that in that State the spiritual
consciousness does not emerge, but its seeds may be lying
dormant within to develop later on by slow degrees. Know-
ledge is then revealed in a piecemeal fashion. As for example,
a sense of utter humility with regard to one's own self. We
express humility and meekness as a matter of good manners,
but when humility wells up from the Inner depths of the heart,
a person takes no offence even whean insulted, as his humility
is not lip-deep but a feeling disseminated through his entire
being. The developments of other attributes like forgiveness,
patience etc. also take place similarly. Those simply under
influence of bhava don't have such awareness as they are
found to accept services from others. But for one who is
developing knowledge bitby bit, It is not possible to accept
pranama or services from others. Bhava and Samadhi are
capable of taking a wide variety of forms beyand all recount-
ing. Itis in our nature to Indulge In tall talks, in our attempt to
describe a little out of the way characteristics observed In
some one. (laugh from all).

As It was 2,30 a.m. | bowed down to Ma and went to the
Namghar. Sitting thers, | began to repeat the Name. At about
4,30 a.m,, Ma came tothe Namghar. At that time our kirtan had
galned a high momentum. Ma struck cymbals ciose to the
ears of those who were sleeping In the Namghar at that time,
to wake them up: All these activities of Ma had charms of
thelr own. At the sound of cymbals, the sleeping devotees
startad up and seeing Ma before them, they were prostrating
themselves at Her ruddy fest In pleasant surprise.

13th Jyalshtha, 1344 Thursday (27.6.37). Last night there
was & comblined kirtan of boys and old men. Jyotish Babu had
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laid down the rule that those taking part ina kirtan should be
in the standing posture and that nobody should be allowet! 1o
sit where the kirtan was on, The kirtan was regulated by thls
ruleand was a grand success. Ma had come to the Namghar
only for a short time. We went back home in the morning.

Sri Sri Ma’s going to the Dhaka Hall.

Today at 10 a.m. Ma wentto the Dhaka Hall. My students
Nani Chakraborty, Shrikanta and others came and conducted
Ma. | also was taken together with Her, Bholanath, Khukuni
Didi, Baby Didi etc accompanied Ma. Seats were arranged for
all at the Lyttori Hall. The boys asked me to puta question to
Ma. Pointing 1o the boys, | said to Ma, ""Ma, these are all my
students. | would ask you to tell them something that would
be of benefit to them."

Ma (smiling) : So they are your students, are they ?
Whose student are you ?

I : Yours.

Ma smiled and remained silent; then She said, I tind no
words coming. You start talking, | shall take up the thread.”

Prafulla : What is the need of religion ? Why should we
be particular about religion ?

Ma : What do you want to do ?

Prafulla : We will acquire knowledge through education,
earn money, do social service and such other works.

Ma : The knowledge you are acquiring is temporal in
nature. It cannot be regarded as real knowledge as it can't
answer such fundamental questions as * who arewe", * whore
dowe come from", “what are we bound for ?" Besides, it does;
not enable us even to know what will happen to us one hou
— hay, even one minute later. There can be no tioe
knowledge divorced from religion. Religion implics tho
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principle sustaining the world.  Only religion leads to real
knowlidage. But the temporal knowledge can also lead us to
real knowledge, if properly acquired and utilized.

As for the social service you speak of undertaking, what is
the certainty of it 2 1t s all very well for you to think at present
tlit by earning money you would do good to others, but it
may well happen that you find it difficult to maintain your
uwi famity, not to speak of helping others. Itis also common
knowledge that those who earn more are inclined to save
instead of spending cn charity. A little thought would convince
you that the people often cannat do what they once intended
to do. This conflict between one's own will and the Supreme
Wil Power has been going on for ever. You intend to serve
others, but it may well turn out that you can barely make time
to serve yourselves, let alene serving others. So | say, who
can have the power of serving others unless he knows God
and can draw upon His power ?

There is another thing. From birds and beasts to man
upwards, - alf long for peace and joy. This is inherent to their
nature, for they all have a foretaste of joy. Otherwise, they
cotld not have desired it. Again, man is not satisfied with
linite joy. He desires perfect joy that does not peter out into
nothingness. The joy that we derive from worldly objects are
lnile, it cannoct afford us satisfaction. Worldly objects merely
pvatnlain us in a state of want. When a man who wants money
aols 1, hwe wants  more money  or something else. Peace
clindes: him constantly. Only the attainment of God can bring
peace e jry to man. Itis not so much of attainment either,
tor everylhing is within him. You see, all seek truth, for false-
hood Is repulsive to all. A man can seek truth only because it is
present within him Otherwise, desifing it would have made
no sense. It is the same with Chaitanya. Remember, how you
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were concerned, when the other day one of you fell down
unconsclous at the Ashram. You tred lo reslore him 1o
consclousnoss, for unconsciousness is not to your liking.
You strovo  for consciousness, because you have within
you aperception of Chaitanya. it is true of joy also. So | say,
you have within you truth, consciousness, joy and peace —
everything; only, you cannot realise them.

A student : To acquire religious merit, are rituals such
as worship ete. indispensable ?

Ma (smiling) : Solong you have been calling in question
the necessity of religion itself. Now you are doubtful about its
rituals. Your doubts have receded from religion and are
entrenched at its periphery — rituals. So | was telling you that
religion is necessary or there would have been no room for
your questioning it. Now, about rituals, my answer is that they
arenol cqually important to all. In the worid religion is but one,
and people try different methods for its attainment, for without
it thereis no joy and peace, whether it is worship, repeating
the Name or meditation all are different paths tothe attainment
of religion. Seme are naturally inclined 1o worshipping. some
others ta meditation. These depend on innate bents of mind
that vary from man to man. There is no universal law for them.
In this respect you must follow your personal inclinations. In
sher, your actions, whatever they may be, should be God-
orignied. You see, you are staying here in different rooins, but
when yau ¢o to halhe, yeu've only one pond* to go lo. The
pond s ote and the path leading 1o it is also one. But as you
sal gul lrom your respective rooms, the path seems ditfferent.
In the same way, religion is one and the practices for its

* Thn Dhaoden Halt encloses a pond. It is surprising though, how Ma came to
kinow ol il
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attainment are also one. But they appear to be different on
account of difference In personal inclinations. Some make it
through worship of God, some others through repeating the
Name and some others still through meditation. Each of them
is a discipline (Sadhana). So | say, sadhana is one. Worship,
japa etc have all uses of their own.

Often the parents of children complain before me that their
sons have no religious tendency. They do not take part in
sandhya (evening prayer), ahnik {daily prayer) and other such
activities leading to the ultimate objective of life. They are
sceptic with respect 1o everything. It has gone to such
length, that a Brahman's son is disinclined to have the holy
thread on him. On hearing their complaint | say that in this
matter, the parents are more 1o blame than their children.
They take care only to ensure for their children the money-
oriented education and neglect their religious training. The
parents are not justified In complaining, if their children, with no
religious training to guide them, grow up to be athelsts and in-
disciplined, for it is the logical conclusion of their own action.
So my advice is that at an early age religious training along
with secular education should be imparted to children. The
effects of such training, imparted at a tender age, are abiding.

Bijoy : What's the significance of investiture with the haly
itiread ? We belfeve that the main cause of our backwardness
is casteism, Older nations are free from castelsm. Why should
we net also abolish casteism and try towork out an all —
ronmned amelioration for our country ?

Mo - What goad will it be to look up to the leaves and fruits
of i tee whoen its root has heen chopped oft ? First the tree
itsolf must be saved. Then alone can ihe guestion of its leaves
and fruits arlse. You wars 1o equatize a Brahmin and a scaven-
gor; but who among you is ready to go Infor scavenging ?

SRISRIMAANANDAMAYI 149

While making railway journeys, you seek the help of poriors,
But you are scandalized at the idea of carrying your own
luggages on the head. You all opt for equality, but shy away
from adopting each other’'s vocation. However, itis quite truo
that you should cherish a feeling of fraternity for all. | too
agree with the concept of one caste. But casteism has boen
in practice from olden days to maintain social order. This
casteism has God's sanction behind it, and if one day it is
abolished, it would be through the will of God. So long as it
continues it is good to abide by it.

Bijoy: The wearing of the holy thread alone does not
make a Brahmin. What is the object of adopting the holy
thread ? And what good comes out of performing sandhya
and ahnik ?

ia asked Bijoy his name and when She knew that he was
a Brahmin, asked him, "You have cast off your holy thread,
haven't you 7" Bijoy confessed. Ma laughed aloud and said,
“The holy thread is a distinguishing mark of Brahminism, a
symbol. Believe it or not, having the holy thread on and
performing of sandhya and ahnik have their uses. You may
take It from me. Go on perfarming sandhya, ahnik and similar
other rituals in the same manner as you are carrying out the
other directions from your parents. You may not understand
their significance at present, but attend to them as courses
enjoined by your parents.”

A student : s it true that those who are human beings al
this birth would be human beings at their next birth as well ?

Ma : Rebirth is determined by actions, If born as man,
one behaves like a beast, he is not reborn as man. Besides,
what a man thinks of at the time of his death is a determining
factor in his rebirth. As for example, king Bharat, thinking of
a deer at death, was reborm as a deer.
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A student : Does it hold good of birds and beasts as well?

Ma : Yes, it does. But there is a difference between man
and birds and beasts. What birds and beasts would think of at
the time of their death is pre-determined. Inthe domain of birds
and beasts, successive births are predetermined in a hierar-
chical order. Actions of birds and beasts cannot make an
exception te it. But itis givento man to regulate his next birth
by his actions. So by man | mean a being, whose mind has
been alerted.* But this should not induce you to think that one
cancome to good end conjuring up merely by good thoughts
in death-bed, after having passed a dissolute life all through-
out. This is because as a man approaches death, he comesto
a state when he Is no longer capable of voluntary thoughts.
His death-time thoughts are determined by the actions during
his life and his next birth in its turn is determined by these
thoughts. This underscores the need of good actions.

A student : Can God be seen ?

Ma (smiling) : Yes, He can. God can be seen and talked to
in the same way as | am seeing you and talking to you.

The student : How does Gad look like 7 Kindly give a
description of His form.

Ma (smiling, pointing to the assembled students) . All these
are forms of God. (A loud laugh from ail).

Now the parting time drew near. Ma sald to all, "Baba, | am
your daughter, am | not ? You must comply with a request of
niines. Say you will comply with it."" The students said that they
wonld try to the best of their power. Ma said, "'l know that you
will clo s 1 tetl you, but still | will insist on your pledging your
wonel. You should devote some time to His work just as

* A Lot compaosite pun of Ma, Manush [man] = Man [mind] + Hush
[‘|[n|tm||
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you are attending to all your works. An hour, hall-an-hour, o
least ten minutes should be spent in daing His worle. 11 i5 birt
a small demand on your time to set apart just ten minutes for
God's work out of a day of 24 hours. | do nat ask you L be
particular about the spot or rtequire you to be in some
definite asana. In whatever state you may happen to be, be
sure that you repeat His name for at least ten minutes a day.
This is my request. | beg this ten minutes time of many
persons. But ‘begging’ is a word not to my liking. Itis not in
the fitness of things to beg one's own kiths and kins."”

Ma spoke these words smilingly and insuch a tone that
they melted the hearts of all who heard them. The boys gladiy
gave their word to Ma that they would devote some time
everyday to God.

Prafulta : But you must come oceasionally to encourage
us.

Ma : Itis up to you to bring me back.

Prafulla : We cannot even approach you, for you are
cordoned off by the ladies. We have also observed thal you are
more indulgent to those of your own group (Laughter from ali).

Ma (smiling) : Youare right. The women attract me more
strongly. But then everybody in the world is a woman Prakriti.
God is the only Purusha or male. All beings of the world long
for God, the supreme Husband. [Uis in the nature of Prakti
to desire something or other. Purtishia has nothing to ask for.
Inthis sense, we are all Prakritf orwomen. This being so, my
attraction for you Is quite as strong. (Laughter from all).

Prafulla : We are greatly pained te see the women so
exacting towards you. Why don't you forbid them?

Ma : Forbidding is not in my line. It | had the slightost
desire for preserving this bady. | could have forbidden their
advances. | am volitionally indifferent to whether this Lody
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continues to be or is destroyed. So [ cannot obstruct anybody.
This body would continue to be or is destroyed. So | cannot
obstruct anybody. This body would continue to be only if you
are intent on preserving it, and it will perish when you cease
to care for its preservation. You have not seen what a mess the
women make of me in their eagerness to put the vermilion
mark on me. They besmear me with vermilion on the head,
forehead, not sparing even my eyes. The vermilion dyes my
garments red. When | cleanse my face and hair, a river of biood
seems to run down the drain. Yet | cannot prevent them from
besmearing me with vermilion, This is because | have not the
slightest urge for preserving my body. All cannot understand
it. It makes many a man gape with wonder to find that | cannot
ecat with my own hand. They see that | can do all my works
with my hand, but when it comes to eating | cannot use my
hand. Many have questioned me about it. | told them that
people eatto preserve their life; how can | do it, not having the
slightest urge for preserving my life ? For a few days | had
started eating with my own hand, but then also | put food inta
somebody else's mouth, instead of my own. Seeing that, they
did not allow me to eat with my own hand any longer.

Pralulla : Why do you accept pranama?

Ma : There was a time when | could not accept pranama.
It somebody bowed down to me, | was restless till | touched
his feet and return the pranama. Nobody could get away with
bowing down to. me without being bowed down to in return.
Somalimes it so happened that if somebody made pranama
o mafrom a distance at my back, my head would bow down
ol itself, though | could not see him. Now | do not prevent
pooplo from offering pranama to me because | think that in
Fowliyg down to me, they are really making their cbeisance to
Cinld,
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With these words, Ma took leave of them . lalso went 1o
my house.

In the afternoon when [ went to the Ashram, | found M:
sitting under a tree in the meadow adjoining the Ashram. Tho
women were all around Her in such a way that the passage of
air was almost blocked. Some were doing pranama to Her,
while some others were laying vermition on Her forehead and
the parting of the hair. Ma's face was dyed red with vermilion.
Someone had covered Ma with a blue Banarasi saree and
had put a nose-ring to Her nose. | observed that Ma's face
was sombre. Seeing Ma thus mobbed, [ moved away from the
place. I wondered, if these women had really any love for Ma
how could they be tyrannical to Her in this manner ?

After a short time | saw Ma proceeding towards the
Ashram, blue-clad and with the nose-ring dangling from Her
nose, while a milling crowd encircling Her marched onwards
noisity. The smile which was still on Ma's lips, did not seem
to be natural and unforced. | was extremely pained at the
sight. | could not find words for either the devotion or good
taste of those who were derlving enjoyment out of dressing
up Ma in that fancy-dress. Seeing me, Ma smiled a little; but
perhaps noticing the marks of annoyance on my face, She at
once looked the other way. Entering into the Ashram, She
showed Her qualnt dress to all. Seeing my eldest daughter,
She said, "what do you come heretolook at? s a sadhu ever
dressed up like this ?" At the sight of Ma so dressed, Baba
Bholanath flew Into a rage. Finding him angry, those who were
Inan orgy of mirth over Ma, had thelr high spirlt dampened
and they dropped out one by ane, Getting to Anhapurna’s
temple, Ma relieved Herself of the fancy garments and
dressed In Her own clothes, went out to have a strofl In the
meadow.
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16th Jyaishtha, 1344, Sunday (30.5.37). Today was the last
day of the festival, its clumination or Mahotsave. On the
occasion of this Mahotsava about three to four thousand
people assemble at the Ashram every year and ali partake of
the prasada. Last night, there was a kirtan performed exclu-
sively by the ladies. Teday in the marning, Ma set out for the
Siddheshwari with the mixed group of boys and girls . Ma first
took bath with the girls in the pond of Siddheshwari. We kept
standing near the temple. After the bath of the women was
over, we had our bath. All were ona spree of merriment.

Ma was offered bhoga consisting ot flower of rice (khai),
curd and sweets. Having our shares of prasada, we returned
to our house at about 9 a.m.

From the noon, a heavy shower of rain broke out. It did not
seem likely that today there would be a heavy crowd for the
Mahotsava. | did not go to the Ashram facing the rain, but
went there alittle before evening. On being there | heard that
there was a great merriment in the Ashram in the afternoon.
In the vard of the Ashram, Ma and Baba Bholanath
performed a kirtan with the devotees in the midst of rain.
They told me that Ma had roused everybody into a frenzy by
Her dance. During this kirtan, many had onset of bhava. When
the kirtan was over, Ma distributed the khichri prasada to all
with her own hand. The prasada was too hot to be received on
the palm. Ma advised everybody to use cloth to hold the
prasada Inand eat it from there. Then She bathed inthe pond
of Ramna Kalibari together with all. Due to the performance
of kirtan In water and mud, the clothes of all had become
bospattered with mud. Ma had declared that the clothes,
Instead of being sent to the washerman for a wash, should be
kopt as mementos after a scap-wash at hame.
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Ma's leaving Dhaka at the end of the festival.

17th Jyaishtha, 1344, Monday (31.5.37). Today Ma was
due to set out for Calcutta. After a light breakfast in the
morning, | went to the Ashram. When | was there, | heard Ut
Ma had been to our house on a short visit and then gone to
Benoy Babu's* house. Next| heard from my wife that an going
to our house, Ma had said to my wife, “So, the Babaiji is not
at home? Well, he stays out of doors most of the time. It is
enough that one at least is at home. (Seeing the garden in
the house) You have such a nice garden, but you never for
once invited me to have a look atit.” After some such words,
Ma had got into the car . | began to wait for Ma at the Ashram.
She returned about half-an-hour after. On Her return, She
directly entered into Her room. | heard that today Bhudeb
Babu with his family would be initiated by Baba Bholanath.
Ma stayed away in the room till 8.30 a.m. When She came

out, She was beleagured by men and women eager to bow
down to Her. Inorder toavoid the crowd, Ma drove out of the
Ashram in Paresh Babu's car up to a spot near the Kalibari
where She kept sitting in the car. I
Waiting at the Ashrarn for a time, | went to the meadow and
stood there. In the distance | found Ma's car surrounded bythe
people. This sort of things gat on my nerves but there was no
help. At this time, Didima came out and 8aid that Ma's
breakfast was ready and that | should call Her in, Not being in
sufficiently pleasant mood, | passed the word to a boy named
Manlk. He said that Ma would not re-enter the Ashram that
day. Any food served would be eaten by Her In the car. As
soon as Didima recelved that Information, I found her ayes

* ShriBenoy Bhushan Banerjee. Anemployse inthe Agrcultural D
and a very old devotes of Srl Sri Ma, Ag sparient
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big with tears in sorrow. Her sorrow went into my heart, and
as | was already worked up, a part of my displeasure spilled
over to Ma. At this time | found Sri Purna Sarkar and Sri
Jogesh Banerjee, fuming with anger, going to Baba Bholanath
to lodge a complaint. | heard that when Sri Purna Sarkar had
gone to make his obeisance to Ma, he had been pushed aside
by someone and an old man that he was, he had fallen down
on the ground, unable to withstand the impact. At this news |
was furious and | lost all sense of propriety. | ran to Ma and
spurred on by my anger, | gave Her a piece of my mind. What
Ma said in reply fell flat on my ears. | cannot exactly recall what
| myself said, but | remember that my words expressed how
angry | was with Her. However, | brought Her back to the
Ashram with sheer force, Ma sat down to eat inside the temple.
While eating, She said to Khukuni Didi, “I could have no talk
with Amulya Babaji, rather | rebuked him twice.” When Didi
passed on Her words to me, | said, “Ma, when did you rebuke
me ? Was it not |, instead, who gave you a good talking —to
this very moment?” Ma said smilingly, “Is It so ? | had an
impression that | had rebuked you." The affectionate Ma
chose this tender way to remind me of my misdemeanour.
After the meal She again said to me, “Babaji, now arrange
for a meeting with the people.” Several of us made Sii Sri Ma
take Her stand on the temple veranda. ltwas so arranged,
that the davotess would come up one by one by the western
staircase and after making their pranama to Ma, get down by
the eastern staircase. But the ladles took a long time over
making thelr obelsance and laying the vermilion on Ma. At this
Ma said to me, "'Atthis rate, it will r.ot be over even inthree or
four hours." |sald, "Well, than, let me conduct you tothe car.
They would make their parting obelsance to you thers.”
However, this time Ma taok the Initiative and told a man that
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Bholanath should conduct Her out of the temple at the right
moment. | realised that it was the best plan. Remarking on the
way the women applied vermilion to Her, She said, “They do
not apply it, they literally pour the vermilion on my head.”

After sometime Bholanath came up, and leading Ma, got
up into the car. We also went to the station. Getting down at
the Chasara station near Narayangunj, Ma went to the house
of a relative of Bholanath. Getting to Narayangunj, we walted
for Ma. She came tothe station about half-an-hour biefore the
departure of the steamer. We all got into the sleamer along
with Her, With folded hands Charu Babu said, "M, give us at
least a one-word message before you go.”

Ma : What message ?

Charu Babu : Just anything you like.

Ma - | have nothing to say here. | have spoken a lot
already. Just increase a little your time of daily discipline. The
days are passing out, devote as much time as you can to His
service.

The steamer was onthe move. t went back to Dhaka,
broken-hearted.

L
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