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The One who is the Etermﬁ!, the Atman,
He Himself is the pilgrim on the path of Immortality.
He is all in all, He alone is.

| Matri Vani

In God’s empire in this world there is creation,
preservation and dissolution—continuous coming and
going, age after age. When subjected to the agonizing
grief of the departure of a loved-one there is no way
except to resort to fortitude and patience, Itis His
dispensation. Pray for the salvation of your dear-one.
Being plunged into that ocean of sorrow you will have
to cross over it. Try to engage in the reading of
sacred books, in japa and meditation, even if you are
not in a mood forit. Do not make your loved-one
miserable by your tears and your longing for him.
Taking refuge in God is the one and only road to
peace. In this material world keep up the remem-
brance of God even if there is no desire for it. Those
who have been taken away are indeed in Him.

* * * .
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That you have become aware of not knowing is
also God’s grace; and your aspiration is equally God’s
grace. The desire for Reality leads to the annihila-
tion of all desire. If a person’s intelligence is bent on
‘the discovery of Truth and heis constantly engaged
in religious acts, he cannot know at what moment
the revelation of the One may supervene, crowning
his efforts. Thus, whether you feel like itor not, so
long as Enlightenment does not come, continue yo"ur
pilgrimage on the Supreme Path with tenacious
perseverance, '

* | * : * *

For ages and ages you have already enjoyed so
much of eating and sleeping, of worldly pleasures and
comforts. The more one indulges in them the more
prominent they grow. One must not give into them,
Man does not know at what particular time the
Divine Power (Sakti) may manifest. Make up your
mind never to abandon your spiritual practices until
you have reached your Goal. You must keep on prac-
tising, binding every minute of the twenty-four hours.
The more the mind remains absorbed in the thought
of God, the stronger will that Power grow—and this
Power is your companion on the path to the Supreme;
remember this.

* - * »
Pray for God’s mercy. Under no circumstances

must you allow yourself to be knocked down. Itis
God’s law to end suffering by suffering. Your pre-
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sent condition is God’s gift of the fruits of your past
actions, Bear in mind that it is because God will
take you into Himself that He is purifying and clean-
sing you.

¥ * . *

By the talk and the dealings of the people all
round distraction and agitation are produced in the
mind due to the clash of different kinds of atmos-
phere. Therefore one has been advised to eat pure
food, to cultivate elevating thoughts and feelings and
gentle, benevolent behaviour, to read books of wis-
dom. In order to avoid distraction and agitation,
advance towards That which has brought you into
being. Even now devote yourself to what will pro-
vide you with the capacity to remain undisturbed
under all circumstances. -

#*  ox ' * ¥

What Ma says is for the good in every respect.
Though the inclination may be lacking and one
forces oneself to attend to one’s religious exercises,
then also God will most certainly grant the fruit of
one’s labours. 'The result of the action (kriyd) will be
reaped as well as the result of the concentration of the
mind; remember this] To complain that one has
practised for a long time without any effect, will not
do. In that realm bargaining has no place. In
order that practice may become one's second nature,
it is man’'s duty to remain ever,yoked to it.

L 3 ¥* "
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'God alone is concealed within all beings. So as
to get first-hand knowledge of this one devotes oneself
to religious exercises—to one’s japa and meditation.
To practise concentration for the sake of finding God
is incumbent on man. In whatever direction one
causes the mind to move, in that direction it becomes
engrossed. ‘Therefore, if one tries again and again to
turn the mind towards God, if one persistently aspires
to realize that oneis eternally united with Him, then
there is hope of finding the way that leads to His
touch.

* * # *

‘That God has. saved you from the attack of a
poisonous snakeis a great good fortune. Call this to
mind whenever anger arises in you. Increase the
number of your japa. Try to purify vourself At
the slightest indication of anger drink a sufficient
quantity of cold water. Anger harms a human being
in every respect. It produces the action of poison in
the body. Pray to God to preserve you from this
mood. To criticize people or to feel hostile towards
anyone harms oneself and puts obstacles into one's
path to the Supreme, If someone does something
bad, you should feel nothing but affection and benevo-
lence towards him or her. Think : “God, this is also
one of your manifestations I” The more kindly and
friendly you can feel and behave towards everybody,

the more will the way to God, who is Goodness Itself,
open out.

*



Matri Satsang in Solan

Swami Bhagavatananda Giri
( Translated from Bengali )

( Continued from the last issue )

7 :
7 Solan, June 12th, 19535,
Thanks to the hospitality of the Raja Durga Singh of
Solan, we are spending this summer most enjoyably in the
close vicinity of Mataji in the peaceful surroundings of
mountainous regions. Itis our utmost good fortune that
Mataji is constantly near us. There is practically no
distance between Mataji's room and the long, wide veranda
assigned for satsang, Abiding as Sheisin this Himalayan
country, Mataji appears to be the very embodiment of the
Goddess Parvati Herself. Her eyes and Her countenance
are ever radiant with an inner divine light. Itis as if the
Goddess Haimavati were continually pouring out Her
infinite mercy on everyone in Her own courtyard. The door
is ever open. The fountain of unbounded love is always
spouting forth,

It is 9.30 p.m. Satsang commences as usual. A
devotee asks : “I have heard that the observance of hospitality
to guests is the bounden duty of all householders. Itis said
that the guest hasto be looked upon as a manifestation of
Narayana, the Lord of the Universe. Thus if he goes away
unattended from the door of a householder, he takes away
with him the merits acquired by the latter from previous



223 ANANDA VARTA [ Vol. XXI

good deeds. On the other hand I have also heard that if
gifts are misused by an unworthy recipient then the givel
has to suffer the results of the eviluse. So householders are
torn between the devil and the deep sea ! If they are not
generous to the guest their merits become annulled; again if
they are charitable toan evil-doer, they have to suffer the
consequences, Would Mataji kindly elaborate on this subject !

Mateji : Are you giving in charity ?
Questjoner = 1 try to.give as much as I can.

Mataji : If somebody bestows a gift and by means of this
gift God is served, then the benefits of this good deed
are bound to follow. Again, if someone receives a gift
‘and spends the proceeds on drinking alcohol or the
like, the donor will also reap the conscqucnces. In
God’s kingdom justice is hair-splitting. ‘Iry your
utmost to choose a worthy recipient for any gift. You
must display your charity in such a way as if you were
performing an obeisance to the Divinity residing in all
sentient beings——be they even birds or beasts—regarding
them as guises of God Himself. If your prana@ma
(obeisance) is not done in this spirit then an inter-
change of power (Sakti) between the one who offers
obeisance and the one who receives it takes place
unavoidably, and the consequences of your gift, good
or bad, have to be reaped. But if you regard every-
one as a manifestation of the Supreme Being and are
mindful of His presence, then there is no relationship
of giving and taking in the act. While engaging in
charity you must try to be wide awake to the fact that
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you are merely giving away to the Lord in that
particular guise what already belongs to Him. In
this way' the door is opened to receiving the fruit of
the Supreme Offering. You all know the story of King
Bali.#% Service to a guest is considered to be service
to Narayana. A guestis the embodiment of Narayana.

If Narayana is served, then sorrow and sin take to
their heels.

Question : 1f one perceives that one’s donation is likeiy to be
misused, what is one to do ?

Mataji : The donation must not be made to the evil-doer as
such; the gift must be to Narayana.

Question : Nowadays few gucsfs come to partake of food, On
the other hand they crowd in when there is a chance
of taking something with them.

Mataji : Give only to Narayana. Don’t look to see where
your gift is being taken. In this way both you and
the receiver bemefit. You must serve your guests as
if they- were the personifications of your own Isia
( Supreme Beloved).

Questioner : But, I have no Ista,

Mataji : Oh, you have no Ists ? He who has no Isia (Supreme
Deity to be worshipped) is anista, an-ista (evil). Pitaji,
can you be evil ? Do you not love this little daughter

of yours 7 You come to her and still consider yourself

* The demon king Bali was a great devotee of the Lord, at whose
mere asking he gave away the whole of his kingdom in heaven and earth,
to be rewarded by the Lord’s permanent Grace thereafter.
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evil ? (Subdued laughter). Mataji is silent for a few
moments and then continues : “Pitaji, you are your own

. Ista. (Everybody now laughs loudly).# The Isfa never

being

does @»isfa (harm) to anybody. Even though He may
cause some sufferings this is entirely for your ultimate
good and welfare. God removes sorrow by sorrow.
He saves you from adversity through adversity. This
is why He is called the Saviour from all pain and

distress.”

There is silence for some time. Mataji’'s words are
pondered over in everyone’s mind. After a while

another devotee asks ‘“What is a simple course to be followed
in order to become “anandamayi”, filled with overwhelming

joy ?

Mataji : By entering the shelter of the Lord, by trying to take

complete refuge in Him.

Questioner : I am always living in the shelter of the Lord’s

lotusfeet. There is no limit to His Love and Mercy,
I am constantly aware of this. (The questioner’s
reference here is pointedly to the divine person of
Mataji Herself). Mataji, realizing this, yet feigning to

‘be ignorant, observes: ‘“You yourself are indeed

anandamayi, it is your true nature, your own Atma (Self).
Do you understand ? Your own Atma—there is only
one Brahman without 2 second. The eternal bliss of
the Brahman is your own. The straight, simple path
is the one which the Guru points out to you. With
unshakable faith and unbounded love you must

*

In reality there is only the One Brahman, the one Atman,
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indefatigably proceed as a pilgﬁm along this Supreme
Path. | -

Question : The Veda Sastras may be considered to be the
Guru of all. A Guru is he whose advice is acceptable
and who takes you by the hand and leads you along
the path of life. The Sastras say : Satsang is a simple
sidhana. The potency of a moment’s satsang can
wash away the sins of a million births.

Mataji - The love of satsang awakens only as a result of the
Guru’s grace.

Question : Gan supreme ananda come through satsang ?

Mataji : The effect of satsang is to open the entrance to the
road leading to param ananda (supreme bliss).

Question : Does one reach the goal ?

Mataji - First let the road be opened. Later only arises the
question of reaching the goal or not, of receiving or
not receiving Enlightenment. Eternal Realization,
reposing in one’s Self—such a state also exists,

Question : Even though one has discovered the road why
does the door not opea ?

Mataji: Can the same scabbard hold two swords ? Can
there be worldliness and Godliness all at once ? How
is this possible ? Just as sickness follows after a surfeit
of enjoyment so does grief follow attachment. On the
other hand, where God is, where life is lived in the
shelter of one’s Guru or Ists, in satsang and all the
rest—can there be room for grief, delusion or joyless-
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ness ? When one has truly realized that one has
found the road, then there is no trouble in proceeding
along it, because He whose job it is to open the road
for you, does so at the right juncture. He is not far
off. He is constantly with you : all you have to do is
to endeavour to go forward with firm resolve.

(To be contimied)

“He who has experienced the magic of prayer may do

without food for days together but not for a single mament

without prayer. For without prayer there is no inward

peace.”

Mahatma Gandhi



~ Some Sayings of Maharshi Ramana
On Surrender

[ It is well known that Maharshi Ramana prescribed Self-enquiry——
“Who am I”—in the first place. But if devotees complained that they
had not the strength to do this, he recommended the path of self-surrender.
Below are collected some sayings of the Maharshi on the same.—M.M.V. ]
“The indefinable power of the Lord ordains, moves
and controls everything that happens'****Knowing full
well that the train carries all the weight, why indeed
should we, the passengers travclling on it, carry the small
articles of luggage on our laps to our great discomfort,
instead of putting them aside and sitting at perfect ease 7"’
. .
To a devotee who asked how to obtain Divine Grace,
the Maharshi said : ‘“By surrender.” -
L I
“Surrender is to give oneself to the original cause of
one's being.” ¥
2
“Surrender to Him and abide by His Will*If you ask.
Him to do as you please, it is not surrender but command
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to Him. You cannot have Him obey you and yet think you
have surrendered. He knows what is best and when and
how to do it. Leave everything entirely to Him. His is the

burden; you have no longer any cares. All your cares are
His. Such is surrender. ‘That is bhakti.” |

%

“Surrender can never be regarded as complete so long
as the devotee wants this or that from the Lord. True
surrender is the love of God for the sake of love and nothing__
else, not even for the sake of salvation.”

#*

To a devotee who complained that complete surrender
was impossible, the Maharshi said : “Yes, complete surrender
is impossible in the beginning. Partial surrender is certainly

possible for all. In course of timeit will lead to complete
surrender.”

%

“Instructions are necessary only so long as one has
not surrendered oneself.”

&
“Surrender consists in giving oneself and one’s posse-

ssions to the Lord of Mercy'"Thus the Selfis realized and
Bliss rcsults
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“Surrender should not be verbal or conditional.”
e

“Complete surrender to God means giving up all other
thoughts and concentrating the mind on Him. To the
extent we can concentrate on Him other thoughts disappear.”

¥

To a devotee who complained that, though he had

surrendered himself, he was not making any spiritual
progress, the Maharshi said : “If you have surrendered

yourself, who are you to examine your spiritual progress ?
Leave that also to the Master.”

%*

“There is no difference between Jfidna and absolute
surrender to the Lord, thatis, in thought, word and deed.
To be complétc, surrender must be unquestioning. The
devotee cannot bargain with the Lord or demand favours
at His hands. Such total surrender comprises all; it is

Jnana and vairdgya, devotion and love.”



The Nectar of Mataji’s Words

Informal Conversation with Ma

Nilmani
( Translated from Bengali)

Varanasi, December 8th, 1972.
After a long time Sri Sri Ma has come to the Kashi
Ashram to grace the occasion of the Bhagavata Saptah.
Learning from Panuda’s letter that Mataji would stay there
for a week, I came to pay my homage at her lotusfeet.
Recently, after about a year, Ma has broken Her silence. We
were so eager to hear Her speak. Her sweet smiles and Her
darsana were not enough for us, our hearts were thirsting for
Her honeyed words. Mataji is now showering words on us
like the first welcome rain of the season. |

Afterthe evening talk on the Bhagavata, I was standing
on the veranda next to Mataji's room, waiting to be called
by Her. Last year, during the Xmas holidays in 1971 at the
Kanpur Bhagavata fortnight, I had waited in vain for such a
call. Not for a “private’” (an individual opening of the
heart to Her about our own problems) but with the desire to
have Her darsana and hear Her sweet conversation to my
heart’s content. The call came after some time. Nirvanda
also entered Her room to take care of Her correspondence.

Ma asked me : How do you like the exposition of the
Bhagavata here ? Isaid : ‘It is very nice, easy to understand
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and yet full of learning. The difficulty is that the pandit
is speaking Hindi too fluently for many to grasp the meaning.”
Nirvanda said : “He has given some new ideas also.,” When
asked what these new ideas were, I said: “One of them is
that God’s three great powers of creation, preservation and
dissolution are vested in Mahasarasvati, Mahalakshmi and
Mahakali. Mahakali is again split into Siva and Kali or Har
Gouri. Mahalakshmi into Narayana and Lakshmi, and
Mahasarasvati into Brahma and Sarasvati. The Paramatma
(God Almighty) has his work done through these six divine
powers. The One who is the Bhagavan (Lord) of the bhakta,
is the Parameshwara (Almighty) of the karmayogin and the
Brahman of the j7@ni. A true bhakta is not interested in the
great powers of God, he wants to relish the lila of the Lord,
Therefore the Lord has discarded His power at the trans-
cendental playground of Vrindaban and enacts His divine
love play with Radha, his hl@dini Sekti. Only by the grace
of Radha does devotlon awaken in the heart of the bhakta.
Parabhakti* has its place above jfigna (Knowledge), karma and
yoga. Therefore the power of Radha is the loftiest and most
sublime.” -

On hearing this, Gurupriya Didi remarked : “This is
the philosophy concerning Krishna.” |
Sri Sri Ma said : ‘You call it a new theory beeause you

have not studied all the Sastras. Have you gone through
the eighteen Puranas ? Read and find out whether or not

* Parabhakii Supreme bhakti. It is said to accompany or follow the
highest Knowledge. 1t is supposed to be an eternal state that is self-
contained, |
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such an idea can be found in any of them. Anyhow, note
down what you have heard and understood.”

A little later, while replying to a letter, Mataji asked
Nirvanda to write: “Man must endeavour to remember God
at every moment,” She went on explaining these words
from all angles. |

Afterwards in another context Ma said : “If you fix
your mind on the thought of God, then cat-like inclinations
will not arise inyou.” She further elaborated. *“The chief
tendency of a cat is greed, its nature is to steal. It is always
on the lookout, when and where milk or fish can be sna-
tched away and eaten. This is its evil tendency, although
it must be admitted that the kitten's surrender to its mother
*is superb.”

“When a person serves God and always thinks of Him,
evil tendencies such as greed, hypocrisy and. so forth find
no place in his heart, After these explanations Mataji again
commented : ‘“‘Does greed mean, greed for food only 7 Greed
begets infatuation and infatuation, disaster. For instance:
a man sees a beautiful woman and starts contemplating
her. He reflects : “How lovely is her smile, how soulful
are her eyes. Then he thinks about the colour of her sari,
her earrings and so on and on. He is unable to put his
mind to anything else. He is absolutely engrossed in these
thoughts. This is the predilection of a cat. The attraction
between man and woman is a cat-like propensity. Where
is the place of God in such a heart ?

“On the other hand, a person who is living in the
contemplation of the Lord, thinks of Him all the time. He



No. 4 1 THE NECTAR OF MATAII'S WORDS 233

imagines His form from head to foot, and is ever devising
ways and means of serving and pleasing Him. It is natural
for him to meditate on the beauty, the qualities and the
essential nature of God. Can he; like the cat, become ensla-
ved by greed and delusion ? This is why this body tells
you to concentraté on God and not to imitate the behaviour
of a cat.” i

On hearing all thiss, Nirvanda and I passed some
remarks. Mataji broke out into hearty laughter and wanted
to know the difference between analysis, commentary and
criticism — as if She knew nothing !

I asked : “Ma, should a worshipper of Sri Krishna
picture Him as having two arms and playing the flute or
with four arms, holding the conch, discus, mace and lotus 7"
Ma asked : “Why ? What do the Sastras say 7"’ I replied :
Both the descriptions are given in the Gitd and the Bhaga-
vata : 847 w9or agy' S’ ‘(Thy four-armed shape, O Lord) and
also ‘eszdg Mg ®F a= @ved A (‘Beholding again Thy gentle
human form’). Arjuna spoke thus after beholding the awe-
inspiring, all-pervading form of Krishna. Itis mentioned
in the Bhagavata that in the prison of Kansa, Krishna after
his birth first appeared to his parents Vasudeva and Devaki
as Viggu with four arms and then took on a human form
with two arms. I have asked a number of learned men and
sadhus, but none could give me a clear answer that would
not leave any doubt. However, last year at Kanpur, I asked
Swami Akhandanandaji. He replied : “Though we find
both the descriptions in the Sastras, my opinion is that a
devotee who worships with the hopc of some gain should

concentrate on the powerful four-armed Lord. Whereas a
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desireless (nidk@ma) bhakta should contemplate the ever-
loving two-armed human form of Krishna playing the flute.”
On hearing this, Mataji expressed Her agreement with
Akhandanandaji’s version and then said: ‘It may be said
of God that He is ever Himself poised within Himself; He
is in all forms; everything is possible for Him."” '

Just then the bell rang for silence and we sat in medi-
tation. While doing japa, I contemplated God as poised
within Himself, in all forms, in many different forms, two-
armed, four-armed, thousand-armed, armless, Jagannath and
the limbless Narayana Sile. On opening my eyes in the
dim light, I perceived Mataji lying down, covered with a

white sheet, in deep absorption, limbless, in the luminous
form of Narayani.

“Knowing that one is but an actor on the stage of the
world, one lives happily. Those who are dressed up in
various disguises, must not forget their real nature. Verily, -
you are the offspring of the Immortal. Your real being is
Truth, Goodness and Beauty.”

Ma Anandamays



Holy Reminiscences

1. My First Darshan of Ma
Jainath Kaul, M, Sc.

In the last week of November, 1955, I had my first
darshan of Ma. The place was Kali Bari; near Birla Temple
in New Delhi in a shamiana (large tent) that had been put
up specially for the Samyam Saptah which was held there
from 22nd to 29th November, 1955.

I had been interested in spiritual things right from
my college days, the lives of saints, the speeches and writings
of Swami Vivekananda and Swami Rama Tirtha being
my favourite subjects of study. This interest had grown
with the passage of time and in 1951, when a new job brought
me to Delhi, I found better opportunities for satsang.

Prayer for Darshan of a Realized Soul

By 1954, that is just a year before my darshan of Ma,
the Unseen had begun to attract me so much that mere studies
failed to satisfy me. I, therefore, started praying to God to
give me a chance to meet someone in flesh and blood who
had actually seen Him. In those days I would often sit
alone and pray fervently somewhat as follows :— |

“O Lord, I wishto see you, but I realize that I am
totally unfit to have your darshan, as I do not possess the
right quality of purity for it. In the circumstances, since I
cannot have direct communion with you, please let me
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have an indirect experience by meeting someone who may
have seen you.”

I did not know then what I was praying for, as God
is not seen and known by anyone other than Himself. It is
only when the ego dies that God is seen and when the ego is
not there, he who sees Him is He Himself.

Meeting an Intermediary

Anyway, determined to pursue my objectives I began
meeting mahatmas and saintly people more frequently than
before, but nobody made me feel that he had seen God, until
one day chance took me to an Ashram, then called ‘Nirbhay
Dham’ near the banks of the river Jamuna in Delhi, There
I met a white-haired man dressed in a loin cloth whose name
was Biharananda. His talks and looks impressed me much
and I began visiting him almost daily in the evenings after
office hours. |

In the course of my close association with him, I learnt
that he had been a very wealthy man with a flourishing cloth
business in Chandni Chowk, Delhi, and that his son Balkishan
Das was still carrying on that business. Biharananda, who
is no more now, was Seth Biharilal when he met and took diksa
(initiation) from a great mahatma—the son and disciple of the
famous late saint Nirbhayananda of Nirbhay Ashram, Barot
(Meerut), whose compositions; as record cd in “Nlrbhay Vani'"
are well-known in that area.

I hear about Ma

 ‘Biharananda, whom I called Swamiji, had travelled
extensively all over India, and had for some time, as he told
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me, even stayed with the outstanding sage of Uttgy Kashi, .
the late Swami Tapovanam. After several months of satsang

at Nirbhay Dham, I happened to ask Swamiji one day;
““8ir, you have seen almost the whole country and met many
great mahatmas. Who in your opinion, is today the foremost
among them all in India ?”" He replied that he had not moved.
out of the Ashram (Nirbhay Dham) for some 10 to 15 years,
but when still a wandering sadhu, he had found that the
consensus among the leading mahatmas then was that in the
spiritual hierarchy in India there were four sages on the top

Anxious to. know who they were, Swamiji satisfied my
curiosity by mentioning their names as Mata Anandamayi,
Sri Aurobindo, Maharshi Ramana and Swami Tapovanam.
At the time I had put the question (early in 1955), Sri
Aurobindo and Maharshi Ramana had already taken
mahasamadhi, and so there were only two left, namely Mata
Anandamayi and Swami Tapovanam.

After I had learnt this, a keen desire seized me to
have the darshan of at least one of them. Swami Tapovanam,
I was told, never came down below Uttar Kashi, and to
a man so such immersed in the world like .myself, Uttar
Kashi, in those days appeared too distant. On the where-
abouts of Matajl Swamiji was unable to throw any llght?
And so several months passed and I continued visiting
Nlrbhay Dham as usual and having Swamiji’s Satmng |

Then one day, in the fourth week of November, 1955
I learnt I do not remember how, that Mataji was in town
and I could have Her darshan in Kali Bari in New Delhi.
I was naturally thrilled to know this'and dcaded tho there
with all the members of my family, _
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X go for Ma's Darshan

It was around 11 a.m., I believe, when we arrived at
Kali Bari and found Ma seated on the right of a raised
platform at the far end in a shamiana, the right half of
which was filled with women and the left half with men.
We at once went right up to where Mother was seated and
paid our respects individually by pram@mas. Although I
did avail myself of the opportunity to look straight at
Mother’s face, I failed to notice anything extraordinary in
it, despite my great expectations. Fortunately, however,
we did not leave the place immediately after the pranima,
but sat down among the assembled devotees, my wife and
children in the women’'s section and myself among men.

My thoughts, after I had sat down there, were some-
what as follows : “Kaul, you are lucky to have had the
darshan of one of the two greatest living sages of India.
Of course, you have not noticed anything miraculous in
Mother, but that does not really matter much, You wanted
to sece such a big saint and God has graciously fulfilled
your keen desire. So you are now one of the privileged
among the seekers in the country.” Just when thoughts of
this kind were coming to me, I noticed that someone near
Mother was requesting Her to say something, and as far as
I récollect, She was replying that “this body” (meaning
Herself) does not say anything, that is, does not make spee-
ches. However, it soon became clear that Mataji was going
to sing a bhajan or do some Kirtan.

Ma Reveals Her Divinity
What Mother sang that day I could not make out, as
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it was in Bengali and I was then a total stranger to that
language, But the effect which Her voice produced on me
was utterly unexpected and of a most extraordinary nature.
As the words of the devotional composition, which came out
of Her ‘Srimukk’ (lotus mouth}, reached my ears, they puri-
fied my entire being. Tears began to flow freely and my
physical frame began to tremble. This reaction, which
continued unabated while the singing lasted, made me feel
that the voice I had heard was not a human voice, and,
therefore, Ma was not only the greatest among the living
Indian sages, but also a Being of another dimension.

I was then 48 years old and had heard many a devo-
tional piece, including highly uplifting recorded music, but
never in my whole life had any vocal programme produced
such a spontaneous reaction in me as I had experienced that
morning. And soI found myself saying again and again
in my mind that Ma was superhuman and that Her darshan,
which I had had a few minutes earlier, although from very
close quarters, had really been no darshan at all, for I had
failed to catch the Divine in Her.

Just then the bhkajan stopped and I neticed that Ma
was preparing to leave the place. As I saw Her getting
down from the dais and covering the short distance to the
narrow passage between the shamiana and the compound
wall of Kali Bari on the right, I rushed out from where I
was seated and took up a position just outside the entrance
to the shamiana and at a distance of some 15 feet from the
passage (between the front right corner of the shamiana and
the compound wall) out of which Mataji was shortly to
emerge, accompanied as usual by a few girls in white.
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T was still trernbimg and my cyes were wet with- tears
‘when I had planted myself in ‘that posﬂflon with m'y etitire
h‘cmg awaiting with ~hundred percént’ concentration the
moment when Ma would agam besome visible and I would
have Her darshan with my new fa1th"ab0ut Her d1v1n1ty
'ﬁrmly planted by Her in 'ty heart and mmd A

| And when She did . emerge from that pa.ssage Her
eyes met mine, and this time the effect was even more pro-
‘nounced than what Her voice had produced a httle
earlier. I found myself quwcrmg as I had never cxperlencad
before, with tears ﬂowmg spontancously and without a
break, as the divine vision passed before my eyes, leaving me
speechless and spell-bound. I kept on turning in the dire-
ction in which the party was moving txll the never-to-be
_forgottcn 31ght dlsappeared f’rom my view.

.Ma as Mt. Everests 1, a gram of sand

After gradually 'calmmg down, I began to take stock

‘of the astounding situation in Wthh I found myself. First
of all, I felt completely convinced that I had, for the first

‘time in my life, come face to face with someone, who, though
moving about in the world like human beings was certainly

not an individual like anyone of us. Secondly, the inexpli-

‘cable experience, which I had gone through, made me feel
that I was like a grain of sand at the foot of Mount Everest

which Mataji was in the spiritual field. From this I conclu-

‘ded that there was nothing in common whatsoever between
‘Her and myself and therefore the question of my entertaining
any thoughts of coming nearer to Her just did not arise. Any

attempt on my part at seeking Her company, I clearly felt-
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then, would be as absurd as that of an unskilled and useless
village urchin wanting to have acquaintance with, say, the
President of India,

And, therefore, I did not stay back at Kali Bari to
enquire as to who Ma was, where She lived and whether it
was possible to spend some time in Her blessed presence. My

“thoughts went back to Nirbhay Dham, and Swamiji appea-
‘réd in my eyes as one functioning on the human level and
‘threrefore, as someone with whom I could mix freely. Firmly
convinced of the wunbridgeable and hopeless inequality

- Between Ma and me, and considering nryself as a miserably
imsignificant. creature when cempared to thedivine: Being
‘that Ma-was, I returned, with my wife and children to our
world'of ordinary human beings to which I belonged: with
absolutely no plan or hope or even a thought of ever attempt-
ing-to meet Mother again in this Ffe.

(To be continued)

*At all times keep your mind immersed in the theught
of God, so that there may be no possibility of straying into.
a path that leads to misery,”

Ma Anandamayi



Thoughts on Mataji
Jyotipriya (Lynn Dalton)

My recollections of when I first heard about
Anandamayi Ma converge in what most people would
call a series of "co-incidences”. Those of us who -have
some small degree of familiarity with Mata_]ls ways are
“more fond of saying, “it was all Mother."”

I cannot remember if I first read about Mata_]l in
Sri Yogananda’s *Autobiography of a Yogi”, orif I first
‘heard Her name through my friend Harlpnya Capy, -who
by 1963, when T first became interested in yoga, had already
been to see Mataji. |

Although I felt attracted to Mother, I was stlll in my
teens at the time, and the idea of India seemed remote.
I became very 1nvolved in the teachings of Sri Yogananda,
not reahzmg at the time how Mataji was paving the way to
Her feet. At the back of my mind I always held and
nurtured the idea that some day I would go to India and see
Mataji; I used to think, “perhaps by the time I reach forty.”

Little could I have dreamt that shortly after my

twenty-nineth blrthday I would be Jettlng 1;0 the Land of my
dreams, Mother Indla ‘

Through the 60’ Mataji’s reahty ‘was pcrlodlcally
brought home to me, Every so often I would meet Haripriya.
She would bring things that Mother had touched and
blessed, and although I could not appreciate them at the time
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( can I truly appreciate them even now ? ), T received them

gratefully.
I recall one meeting with Harlprlya and Shraddha’
Davenport just after Haripriya’s second or third trip to:
India. Harlprlya was a “live wire”. I can never forget
how she radiated Mataps pure v1brat1on, the quality of
nght around Her. It impressed me deeply; yet when she
suggested that I write to Mother somethlng held me back; _
I wasn "t ready.
It was not unt11 1970 that Mataji made Herself felt
béyond any doubt. I had been wearing a set of beads
( which Mother had blessed) that had been given to me by -
Haripriya many ‘months back. One day as I was preparing
to bathe, I was taking the beads off; suddenly, T thought of
Mother......or T should say, She filled my entire being.
Waves of bliss surged through me and I crled for JOy
At that instant,” Mataji had taken over.

It was barely two weeks later that I received a phone
call from Shraddha., We had not talked or seen one another =
for years yet, she had felt intuitively the urge to contact
me and tell'me that at Jong last she was going to India to
see Mother. -Apart from  being very thrilled for her, I was
suddenly extremely anxious to write a letter to Mataji and .
have Shraddha take - it with her on the chance it might be’ _‘
read to Ma. It all seemed entirely spontaneous and ‘‘unplan- ',

ned”; and as is ‘often the .way with Mataji, right down to
the last minute, I mailed my letter to Shraddha and it
arrived the very day before her departure

Shraddha returned late in 1970 w1th a reply frOm
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Mother, and immediately Her blessings were felt. Some.
objects that She had blessed were passed on to me; and there

were wonderful films which Shraddha and her husband

Satya had brought back with them. Mother must know

that in America we need all these gadgets because we do
not have Her physical presence here. So we are endléssly

exchanging pictures, viewing films, and making tapes of
Her voice. This is how a very close friendship between

Shraddha and me began to develop.

In May 1971, Shraddha was again on her way to
Mother, this time for Her Jayanti ™ célebrations in Benares,
Again on the spur of the moment, I wrote a letter to Mother,
pouring out my feelings to Her, and asking for a spiritual.
name, |

The day I received my reply frem Mother about my
name is one I can never forget. Again She was making.
Herself felt beyond all doubt: As I attempted .to meditate:
with a void mind, as She had instructed in. Her reply,
suddenly I perceived a wondrous white light radiating from
the solar plexus; then the light moved upward to my heart .
and my heart seemed to explode with joy and love; then the
light moved upward again and for an instant my head was
bursting with it. It a]l happened in only a. moment; when
it was over, I knew that. my name was “Jyotipriya’, Beloved
of Light, I later marvelled, and still de, when I read
Mother’s words aboyt my name. She saids ‘‘see. whether.a
name comes sponianeously from within your heart of hearts”,
and ‘‘meditate on Jyoti”, Some say that Mataji will not:give
an exact answer to anything; yet She is utterly precise I
believe, whethér we are aware of ‘it or not.  To those who
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really have faith in Her, She will give answers in remark+
able detail, and about the mest muncane things of life.

My experienceof Mother in the form:of Light left me
thi#iling for hours. Tt lifted a great deal off'of nre 'teo. T
félt that many emotional problems, orginating in the soiar
plﬁxﬁs"area',' had been resolved at that moment. |

‘I wrote again to Mother right after this. I wasanxious
to have my name confirmed, and also to ask Mouther fora:
mantra. Haripriya was in India at the time on -alengthy
stay. So I wrote to her, enclosing a messagefor-Mataji:

In June 1971 I received a . letter from Haripriya, with
a pice long reply from Mother, I heard later that my.
friend Atmananda had broken her silence to see that:my.
letter was properly translated to Mataji. For this T am:
eternally grateful.

‘The reply was long and loving, Mataji said, “Thav
God has epemed your heart is a great good fortune”, As:
if She had nothing to do with it | Since the :explesionzin-
my heart, the world was a different place. Sudderdy- 1 !
could feel, and in-many ways it began to take the place:of -
thinking, and has surely proved far ‘mere reliable amd:
accurate. Confinning my mname; She said,” “Thatcyea::
reeceived the name Jyotipriya is a matter of gredt joy
Haripriya said that.She smiled a great deal abeut ‘my mame-
and said to some- peeple nearby, Jyotipriya;: beauti-
ful,” Then concerning a maetra,;She said, “Tiry to keagup:-
the remembrance of -God's NMame"”. From this ] sunmised: :
that I was to receive my.mantra-from.within, . - |

Haripriya told meothey: wondprful degaily abomywhen
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the letter was read to: Matajl She looked most intensely
at a pictiré of my daughter and me, then smiled. She-
laughed, a 1at. during the: interview. Naturally, Haripriya
was thrilled to have a good eéxcuse to get near Mataji.:
Later, she told me that “Jyotishi” means’ ‘‘astrologer”; since -
this is my profession, my name seemed all the more fitting.

- "In March 72, Atmananda wrote me that Mataji had
given Her permission for me to come for the Samyam Saptah -
in November 1972, After this I did not write to Mother |
but began to prepare for my trip: =

" There is one other experience that stands out in my
mind. ‘As yet I 'did not know what my mantra was, so I
would do mental japa of “Om Ma”, hioping to attune myselfto
Her. Then one day during the ‘summer of 72, T was reading
a book which mentioned the name of a certain deity, and
gave the basic nieaning of the Name: Instantly, something
struck riiy heart, the mind was stilled, and I sat as though
transfixed, gazing out of the window. What I saw was -
changeless, eternal, with people, Pplants, animals, buildings,
all apparently in motion within a great silence. At that ~
moment God became truly alive for me, andfrom that -
time-on I felt ‘that ‘Mother was my Guirwi Only nfany””
months later 'did- [ learn what an Istha is, and that the B
Guru brings the Isfha to life, makes the Beloved real. |

My diary begms on Novembrzr 1,1972, as I am on’ the
aeroplane on. the way to Matajl S f’eet We are a group of'
Americans, 1nclud1ng Shraddha and Satya, and when we
land in Delhi we are to meet Swami Nirmalananda Giri.

] am already énthralled with things Indian, éven the
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commercialized - attitudes and .. ways of .our stewardesses.
-Several times I have the. vision that Mataji'is flyingithe
‘plane;. either She is piloting it," or She is: holdlng it/ up in
the air with a finger; it is Her “celestial barge h '

I write in my little notebook of many fears and unusual
sensations; already Mata_]l is tearlng ‘away . old ‘feelings ‘of
‘security—false security that was never there to begin ‘with.
T am going halfway around the world. T 'have injured my
foot badly shortly before leaving, and before we land in-Delhi,
I have one of the worst colds I can ever remember. What
will become of me ? For lack of faith in Ma, I weep and
feel She has forsaken me. I am in pain and heading for a
totally unfamiliar situation. This was my first conscious
_‘expenence of Mother as Kali; already' Her sword of Truth
was operating on the “17, . o T

A stop-over in Bonn, Germany, meant slecp and ‘thlS
.raised the spirits of everyone. Several in the group said that
‘Mother just wanted to give Jyotipriya's foot some ease.. Afte.r
this, my cold was worse but the foot was greatly 1mproved
It-was as though Mother had transferred.-the pain from one
part. of the body to another Later 1 wondcred how much
She was a.ctually hftlng off by puttmg mc through thls.__
T shall probably never know. Once Mother énteérs our
lives, we cannot say to what extent Her ‘“beatings” are
blessings, since we do not know what life would be like
witheut Her. - | '

It seems that we often regress once we know Mataji.
Habits, urges, various sins which we thought we had under
control, or whieh we had uneonsciously repressed, come
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. Forth. with: horvendous. . force :amd seem.. to take us over for a
sxiile,  This: meaast bs. because Mataji is rooting out. our
 fadsehoods and: making us face:up to them. squarely; because
She is Reality f#self,iShe does not deal im half-way measures.
- She. takes, these. things out by the roots; Her love is total,
ungonditional, a hundred thousand times greater than our
_patty love for. Her. Though we. scream for mercy when the
pain.comes, we do not, know how many lifetimes of pain
Sha may belifting off; at that very moment,

By the time we landed in Delhi, I was calling my foot,
upfother's-foot:” And-after all my worries and fears, it was
“tleleast of my problems while I was in India !

' We rested at a hotel in Delhi for a couple of days, and
and the Indian fruit did much for my cold (which none-
theless turned into a kind of walking pneumonia once we
arrived in-Hardwar). On Nov. 6, we motored to. Hardwar

-and procured' excellent - accommodations at the Tourist Bun-

“gatow. “Mataji’ was seheduled'. to -arrive on Nev. 8th by

‘T'had already fallen in love with ' Tndia. Everything
about_"Hard'war' seemed holy to mre. The Ganges rolling
swiftly-by under my window, the Himalayas on three sides,

the snow-peaks in the distance; the lilting of the temple

‘Bellsy the fact that no meat or eggs are allowed in the town,

‘the vibrations of the-cows roaming about freely and- with-
out danger of being slaughtered. Here in the west we: miss
those things; the personal experience of India, brings home

allthe more the sterility of our country. :

Gratefully I'soaked my foot in the Ganges and sat for
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long hours on its banks, with a feeling of indescribable
happiness. For the first time inmy life, Time had finally
- stopped. It meant nothing. One just knew that Mothcr
was taking care of us in the grandest style.

Atlast I am to meet Her. We are at the Hardwar
railway station at 5:30 A.M. Although exhausted, I feel
no tiredness; I am very much on edge. It seemed wonder-
ful to me that [ was standing on the very platform where
many years ago, Sri Yogananda had been arrested while
trying to run away to the Himalayas. |

A strange fear gripped me as I stood there waltmg
It occurred to me that my whole life (and who can say how
many lifetimes 7) was culminating at this moment; suddenly
it seemed unreal to me that I was about to see Matajl in the
flesh, 'What if I did not rccogmze Her when I saw Her ?
Would She look and seen: different from Her photos ? These
were the thoughts that occurred to me. But I think there was
a deeper fear behind these thoughts; what if I had come all
this way and endured so much only to find that I did not
belong to Her ?

Then the train windows were ﬂashi,ng before me.
Shraddha, having spotted Mother in one of them, was running
alongside the train, and we were all following her. It was
just a moment’s wait, and then Mother alighted on the

platform.

- My fears dissolved immediately and forever. In my
mind, I said, “Yes, there’s Mother”, with a ring of complete
familiarity. Never had anything seemed so completely real
to me as Her very presence. My recognition was

instantaneous.



250 ANANDA VARTA [ Vol. XXI

She graciously stopped twice to allow us to garland
Her and bow at Her feet; some of us were able to touch
Her feet before She withdrew them. My hand tingled for
hours afterwards.

Later, someone asked me what my first 1mpressmns of
Mataji were, and what I had thought about in those
moments. When reflecting about it, I recalled that the
first thing I had seen was an incredibly pure white radiance
around Her hcad; Her purity seemed so concrete to me that I
still marvel if other people do not see it. She appeared
bathed in white light. She also appeared incredibly young
and strong; perhaps [ had expected Her to look older and
more frail. Perhaps I was simply unprepared for the
absolute freedom and ease of Her vibration.

As we all bowed to Her (and how amazing it was that
just we foreigners were meeting Her as She arrived in
Hardwar 1), all of us, I believe, . felt overwhelmed with
emotion. It seemed as though we were all in tears and
the word “Mother” came to our lips spontaneously. At
that moment She seemed most compassionate, because
our love for Her is so impure.- We  come to Her with
so many longings and desires, not for Her. but for Her
gifts. We throw ourselves at Her feet seeking Her mercf
and grace, not Her for Her own sake. And She sees through
every falsehood, yet loves us still, unconditionally. '

As we began to follow Her to Her waiting caf, I sud-
denly realized that I was but a step away from Her, walking
almost next to Her. Suddenlv my mind was boggled.

“I'm walking next to Anandamay1 Ma : Unbelievable |
Unbehevablc 1”.
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Then Mother was off in Her car and we were following
Her in our taxis to the Kankhal ashram. Despite Her long
train journey, Mataji sat outside and gave darshan for about
half an hour. Then before we all left for our Tourist
Bungalow, we stood and gazed up at Mataji as She sat on
Her balcony, and for the longest time She appeared to be
looking back at us, without turning Her head or taking Her
eyes away. Earlier, She had the sweetest, most sly smile on
Her face, pointed to us, and said to someone, *“They have
come for Samyam”. Then as She left to go upstairs, She
stopped in front of us, folded Her hands, and said “Narayan”,
looking at each of us.

We weie wreathed in smiles on our way back to the
bungalow, Words cannot convey my sense of relief and
satisfaction. As Shraddha was going into her room, I
stopped and said to her, “Now I can........ ”. and she fnished
my sentence for me; “Now you can die 1”.

Now that I had met Mataji, life had some meaning,
it had value; and so now I could leave it in peace any time.
It was the greatest, most liberating feeling | I suppose ina
very dim way, I knew that I was saved; because Mother
had allowed me to meet Her, in a way She had acknow-
ledged me. I had at last met the Real Thing : because of

Her, Reality was coming to light.



Swami Yivekananda’s Vision : Synthesis
of Opposites
Dr. Janardan Upadhyay, M. A., Ph D.

The philosophical outlook of Swami Vivekananda is
a unique contribution to the spiritual life of the world. The
most glorious aspect of his vision is the synthesis of opposites
which, totally free from all emotionalism, is based on
scientific and rational perception,

Union of Opposites :

What is the nature of the union of opposites ? The
human mind constantly perceives duality, a perpetual opposi-
tion between two mutually contradictory elements of life—
positive and negative, good and evil, God and satan, Light
and darkness, Spirit and matter; Form and Formless,
Infinite and finite. There is an everlasting opposition bet-
ween what is and what ought to be. In this context of
dualism, we are apt to dwell on the negative values of
life. All these ephemeral antinomies have their relative values
for the mind, so that they appear to be lasting. Reality is
otherwise. There is an inexhaustible reservoir of positivity
which is omnipresent and eonstitutes the “Unity of
Being”. All that we perceive in the world is but the
manifestation of infinite ‘T am*. But the surface view of life
reveals only division and distinction; there is constant con-
flict and never-ending struggle, Even Narendra before
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Enlightenment ridiculed the idea of the all-pervading, one
Spirit which is the cardinal view of Advaita Vedanta; that
the essence of everything is God—that God pervades the
whole universe and still ten finger’s measures remain over :
Adhyatishtrat dasangulam. God is immanence and transcend-
ence at the same time. This synthesis was realised by
Swamiji.

The Way of Synthesis :

The problem is how to fathom this potentiality of
Supreme Reality and attain to the bliss of divine com-
munion ? There is a way : Surrender yourself both physi-
cally and mentally at the feet of the Infinite, with all your
virtues and follies, r@jas and tamas. Lie prostrate before
the Absolute Power. He will pick you up, absorb you and
ultimately transform you. For this however you will have to
tune yourself to that supreme violin. Then only can you
enjoy a moment of ecstasy and realize the infinite variety
of the majesty of the Atma—the real Self of man—its transcen-
dence of the chain of birth and death, its infinite power, its .
eternal purity and freedom.

Realization of the Divine Goal :

All things change, but the Oneremains. Hidden in
diversity unity exists. Veiled by perpetual flux the unique
Reality stands unchanged, alone. This is the cardinal
virtue of non-dualism. ‘See the Self and be the Self’ Tat
tpam asi—"That thou art” has been the cry of Saints.
Ramakrishna and Vivekananda both professed this
doctrine. This is why Swamiji preached that the individual
should meditate on his ‘Self’; that only will provide him
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with real Sekti in actual life.  Out of this perfect realiza-
tion of ‘Self’ emerges a new personality which is free from all
attachments and distinctions. In that state of realization one
perceives in all things or clear of them the Almighty Absolute
Power, the Brahman., The ways of devotion may be different,
but the attainment, the goal, the divine object is the same.
What is in the microcosm is in the macrocosm too. Hence
the real goal in diversity of devotion and outlook is the revela-
tion of oneness in the multitude.

Synthesis :'a marriage of spirit and matter :

Unlike Kipling, Swamiji advocates the much needed
union of East and West; Oriental spirituality and occidental
materialism should co-relate, since mere materialistic great-
ness devoid of spiritual outlook, which enables man to
comprehend the entire human race as one Brotherhood
‘Vasudhaiva kutumkam’, is bound to provoke destructive and
bloody wars. Similarly, only a few spiritualized personalities
out of a million will not suffice for the rejuvenation of a
country. Thus Swamiji “preached Muktiinstead of heaven,
Enlightment instead of salvation; the realization of the
Immanent Unity, Brahman instead of God, the truth of all
faiths instead of the binding force of any one”, (The Master
as I saw Him, p. 235 ).

In short, the essence of Swamiji’s vision may be summed
up in the well-known sanskrit verse. | '

“Na Tvaham kimye Rijyam
Na swarga na punarbhavam
Kamye dukha taptanama
Prani namatri nasanama,”
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“I do not for a royal realm aspire,

For release or for  paradise;

To serve those bent with grief I desire

And calm their sorrows-and help them rise.”

On the whole his vision is a gracious embodiment of the
synthesis of opposites, where we find union of Bhakti and
Advaita, mind and matter, the individual and society.
Above all the merging of self in Brahman in perfect identi-
fication is the be-all and end-all of his vision,

*‘Within this earthen vessel are bowers and groves and
within it is the Creator :

Within this vessel are the seven oceans and the
unnumbered stars. ) '

The touchstone and the jewel-appraiser are within,

And within rhis vessel the Eternal soundeth, and the
spring wells up.

Kabir says : “Listen to me my, friend ; My beloved Lord
is within,””

—KABIR



Matri Lila
( July 6th-September 15th, 1974. )

On July 6th, Mataji left Hardwar by the Howrah
Express without disclosing Her destination. Actually She
proceeded directly to Naimisharanya, partly for a rest, partly
to inspect the building work of the Puran Purush Mandir
which is nearing completion, and also to see the two
Brahmacharinis who since January 14th, 1973 are engaged in
the performance of G@yatri Purashcharan and cannot leave
Naimisharanya until it is completed. After a week, Mataji
left for Varanasi, reaching on July 15th, and remained there
for two days only. A very large crowd collected every even-
ing for Mataji's darfana at the time of satsang.

On July 18th, Mataji was again at Kankhal. The
first few days were fairly quiet. Then a good number of
devotees flocked for the anniversary of the Mahasamadhi of
Sri Muktananda Giriji Maharaj (Didima) which was very
solemnly celebrated on July 25th. As soon as Mataji arrived
at Kankhal, perpetual japa was started in the outer portion
of Didima’s Samadhi Mandir and stustained from early
morning until late at night. On the 25th, there was piiji in
the morning and kirtana all day long and half the next
night until 1 a. m. Mataji was present during the satsang
both in the morning as well asin the afternoon when some
Mahatmas delivered very interesting talks. At the close of
the afternoon session, blankets and sweets were distributed
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to some poor people, At midday a large number of sannyasis
and sadhus were entertained to a feast on the verandas of
the new building and then everyone present pastook of
prasada there itselfy while it was pouring with rain heavily
outside. For a short time Mataji went to Jaipuria House at
Ramghat, Hardwar to visit the room where Didima had left
her mortal coil in 1970. There was a special function at
night, with puja in complete silence after 1 a. m., the actual
time of Didima’s demise. A few foreign guests attended as
well., Mataji sat up until 2-30 a, m.

All her life Didima had gone out of her way to give
food to the needy. Often she had given away her own
meal if she had no other resource in the early days. On the
26th midday, I'aeridra Narayana Bhojan (feeding of the poor)
had been arranged in her honour. Two or three devotees
had donated specially for this purpose and over three
hundred destitute men and women were given substantial
meals. This function was extremely well organised. Tickets
had been distributed to 250 poor people. They filed into
the Ashram courtyard by the back gate, while Mataji was
sitting on the veranda of the Siva Mandir, surrounded by
Her girls who were singing “Narayana, Nariyana” in ever
changing modulations. The Daridra Nardyanas# did
prandma to Mataji one by one as they passed by while one of
our bramacharis rained flowers on their heads as a worship
of Narayana. As they passed the entrance to the kitchen,
a large leaf-cup containing a sufficient quantity of puris,
vegetables and sweets was handed to each one of them and
they walked out of the Ashram compound by the front gate.

* Daridra Nargyapa means Narayana in the guise of the poor.
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By that time a lot of beggars who had no ticket had accumu-
lated at the back gate. . There was fortunately a surplus of
food which was distributed to another fifty people or so.
Even those who came later were fed in the evening. Nobody
who asked for food went away empty that day. A Brahma-
chari was present who had been a communist in his young
days and had some years ago come to Mataji to argue with
Her but remained with Her for quite some time. He left
politics completely and is now doing tapasy@ at Uttarkashi.
Mataji had one share of the food given to him. He accepted
it and did prep@ma with the words : “I shall partake of this
with the prayer that all human beings everywhere in the
world may have enough to ecat and that all may turn their
minds to God.” Mataji said : “See, wlat God does 1”
Mataji stayed on in Kankhal for another two days.
- Any number of people asked Mataji where She would spend
the Jhulan (swing) festival which was to start on July 29th.
However, Mataji refused to reply. On the 28th night, She
boarded the Howrah Express but did not disclose Her desti-
nation. Ma alighted at Varanasi in the afternoon of the
29th without any previous intimation. As the swing festival
was to start that very evenings Mataji immediately set to
work and got everybody busy making all arrangements for a
grand opening of the festivities. One can well imagine the
delight of the devotees of Varanasi to have Mataji among
them so suddenly and wunexpectedly during Jhulan after
several years. For five days, namely from Ekadasi (the
cleventh day of each phase of the moon) to Parnima (full-
moon) special puja and &rati of Gopalji were performed
every evening to the accompaniment of exquisite bhajans and
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kirtana, with distribution of prasada at the end. Thereafter
Mataji would proceed to the hall of the Kanyapeeth to be
present at the dramatic performances of Krishna-Lila
enacted by the students of our Girls’ School for nearly two
hours every night., On Awugust 2nd,. full-moon day, in the
morning, there was a special a@bhisheka ceremony of the
Nirayana Shilas and a puja in the Annapurna temple in the
afternoon, On this occasion Mataji sang “Narayana,
Narayana, jai, jai Narayana” for quite some time. After
the pija the Nariyana Silas were placed on a beautifully
decorated swing. In the evening Gopalji’s plija was celebrated
in the exquisitely decorated Gopal Mandir and at midnight
half an hour’s silent meditation observed in Mataji's
presence, as usual in commemoration of Mataji's self-
initiation during that night in 1922, This was followed
by kirtana for half an hour.

The very next day, (August 3rd) Mataji left for
Vindhyachal and on the 5th proceeded from there to
Rajgir. Mr. Robert Bosch, a, German devotee of many years’
standing with his three eldest children had been present
during the Jhulan festival and were allowed to accompany
Mataji to Vindhyachal and also to Rajgir for a couple of
days as they had flown to India for a stay of less than two
weeks for the sole purpose of being with Mataji.

Mataji's sojourn at Rajgir was kept very secret. A
mere handful of people were with Mataji. One or two
Indian devotees who had been abroad for some time and
Mr. Arnaud Desjardirs of Paris with his wife and children
who had come for a few days only after a long interval

were the privileged ones to enjoy Mataji's company in
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solitude in that holy place where the Lord Buddha had
spent much time. Janmastami (Sri Krishna's birthday) fell
on August 10th. Mataji had no Z%heyala to celebrate the
festival among a multitude. The priest of the Siva temple
of our Rajgir Ashram performed midnight pja of Sri
Krishna and the next morning Mataji observed Nandosava
(the hilarious joy of the cowherds over Sri Krishna's birth)
in a joyful manner with the villagers of Rajgir. This was
the first time after umpteen years that Mataji remained
inaccessible to most devotees on Sri Krishna's birthday.

Soon enough Mataji was to have an extremely hectic
spell with a heavy schedule of all day activities at Ranchi.
Dandiswami Sri Bhagavatanandaji had a keen desire to
hold a series of lectures on the Srimad Bhagavata for a
whole month in Mataji’'s presence. Mataji however was
unable to spare so much time for this purpose and it was
therefore reduced to a fortnight. Neatly printed invitation
cards had been distributed and sent out everywere. A large
hall had been secured for the discourses not far from our
Ashram. Mataji arrived at Ranchi on August 15th, A
very large number of devotees came from Calcuta, some for
short spells and some for the whole period of Mataji's
sojourn, Many flocked from other places as well, quite a
number of guests also from abroad. Elaborate arrange-
ments had been made for everyone’s accommodation and
food in the close vicinity. From August 18th to 25th the
ceremonial recitation of the whole of the Srimad Bhagavata
took place every morning upstairs in our Ashram. From
4-6 p.m. Brahmachari Nirmalananda gave very lucid
explanations in Bengali there itself for eight days. The
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discourses of Sri Swami Bhagavatanandaji were held every
day from 7.30—10 2. m. and from 6.30 to 9 p. m, in Hindi
and English in the large hall. This was followed by
“Matri Satsang” until 10 p. m. or longer. Upto August
99nd, Kumari Chhabi Banerji of Calcutta was present and
sometimes sang beautifully between the lecture and Mataji’s
replies to questions. For the first few days Mataji was
present throughout. One day an officer from Chandernagar
gave a talk and twice. Sri Govinda Gopal Mukherji held
discourses in the hall of our Ashram, while his wife regaled
the audience with lovely bhajans. In between the functions
Mataji had to attend to any number of people privately and
in small groups. One can well imagine how busy Mataji
was kept from: early morning until late at night. From
August 24th, She unfortunately had a setback in health and
did not leave Her room for a few days. However, for a
couple of days before terminating Her visit to Ranchi, She
was able to attend the Satsang again.

On September 1st, Mataji left for Dhanbad where She
spent only a few short hours and from there took the train
for an unknown destination somewhere in the direction of
Varanasi, where She could have a good rest in solitude., On

September 9th, She alighted at Naimisharanya once again
and on the 13th morning at Kankhal. There She remained

for three days and two nights only. Some preliminary
arrangements had to be made for the forthcoming Durga
Puja. On September 15th night Mataji proceeded to Vrinda-
ban where She was met by Gurupriya Didi and her party
who had been at Poona for three months. From September
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23rd to 30th a Bhagavata Saptah is being held at Vrin-
daban. - |

Durga Puja is to be celebrated at Kankhal from
October 21st to 25th as well as Lakshmi Puja on the next
full-moon night. Kali Puja at Divali will take place in
New Delhi on November 13th. The twenty-fifth Samyam
Mahavrata will be observed in the Ramathirta Ashram,
Rajpur, Dehradun from November 23rd to 29th.

| Obituary

With deep regret we learn of the demise of Sri M. K.
Palia, President of our Ashram at Poona, on the night of July
26th. Sri Palia was a most sincere devotee of many years’
standing and since 1966 acted asthe President of our Ashram.,.
He was a very pious soul and was of great help to us. As the
anniversary of Didima’s Mahisamadhi fell on July 26th
in the early hours, that day must have no doubt been a
most auspicious constellation for Sri Palia to leave his body.

Several days after sending the above to the Press we
received the most unwelcome news of another severe loss of
a very dear friend and fellow-devotee, Syi J- N. Dutt,
(“Jitenda’) of New Delhi, who passed away at Vrindaban,
on September 23rd, the day of “Radha Ashtami” which
was the first day of a Bhagavata Saptah held in Mataji’s
preserce.  Jitenda was one of the officials who met Mataji
first in Simla in summer 1936, on the occasion of a memor-
able Kirtana, Since then he never wavered in his devotion,
ever ready to serve Mataji and Her Ashram in the most
selfless manner. As he lived, so he died : at the holy feet
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of Mataji. His death occurred suddenly by heart-attack
in the middle of the night. Without delay his wife sent
word to Mataji who came at once and sat by his body for
quite a long time. With her own hands She put sandal-
paste on his forehead and a garland round his neck.

Our heart-felt sympathy goes- out to his family and
we ourselves deeply mourn his loss. At the same time we
feel that we should rejoice at his rare good fortune to be
able to end his life in Mataji’s presence, under the most
auspicious circumstances anyone can wish for.

We shall sorely miss these two friends who have left us
and we shall always cherish their memory. We tend our
sincere condolences to the bereaved familes. By Mataji’s grace

may they remain in peace and bliss for ever at the feet of
the Lord |
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Corrigenda

We wish to apologize for a few embarrassing printing
errors that occurred in the July 1974 issue of Ananda Virta,

Page 162, line 11 Read “without advancing a single step
themselves” instead of ‘“‘advancing a single step
without themselves.”

Page 189, line 21 Read “March 8th” instcad of “March 5th",

Page 202, line 13 Read “Shringar-Bata” instead of “Shrin-
gar Bala”.

Page 205, line 16 Read “Sri Mukunda Ghosh” instead of
“Sri Makhan Ghosh”,

Page 213, line 20 Read “our party” instead of “our forty.”



