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MATRI - VANI

Fver remember that the joys and sorrows of the world are fleering shadows  of
your own self; playing w1th the divine forées brings in everlasting peace and
happiness.

* * *

Give your mind a long rope to play with Hm'l rejoice in the bﬂdl.mﬂb ol His
forms, attributes and graces, and in what is stated about Him in the $astras or what
has been said about Him by the saints of all lands.

% * - e
When you feel you are not progressing spirimally, always think that you alone
are responsible for the setback; fortify your will with o and more strength, with a-

purer ot higher ego-sense, "I must call out His name,” "I will worship Him", "T must
ledrn 1o love Him". This 1-ness peinting to God is better than the self-cgo.

* e _ #

CGod 15, Whatever vou behold is nothing but a manifestation of Him. Ouce you
know Him and live in Him, there is an end to all your sorrows and sufferings. You
then realize supreme Bliss, eternal Joy. Strive bard therefore to realize Him. Remem-
ber, there in no peace withow God.

- * : # *

Bear in mind that He is always watching you, no matter what the conditions in
which you may be placed. Y ou are ever in His embrace. Every form is His form, Try
to see Him everywhere. Do not consider anything your own; every thing belongs to
God. You are to lose yourselfin order to find Him, which means to find youn:e]f Try-
to make your own that whn:h is already yours.

#* * *

Know for certain that the time you devote to Him is usefully spent. Anything that

you do leaving Him out is sure (o resull in Sormow.,

* _ # o
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First of all i is necessary to become acquainted with Him whom you wish to
invoke. Constantly think and talk of Him, look at His pictures. sing His praises or
listen to sacred music, visit places of pilgrimage, seek solitude or associate with the
Holy and wisc, s0 as to become Larmiliar with Him. When this has been achieved, you
may cafl Him "FaT.her" of "Mother". - '

E : * *
From every creature in the world something or other can be learned. In this sense

everybody is everybody else's Guiu. But the supreme Guru is He who guides man in
his search of God or Truth.

* & *

That which calms the breath, lays at rest all conflict and doubt and awakens g
quiet confidence in man's heart is ealled FAITH.

£ * *
All spiritual endeavour is based on faith, thus faith is the first necessity. One's

scarch for the unknown, the Unfathamabie, has to start with faith and. reverence.
There is no ohter means by which to embark on the quest after ultimalte Truch.

* - _ * : "
As amother is known by her affection and tenderness for her children, a wifc by
her love and devotion for her husband, a friend by his fellow-feeling and loyalty to

his comrades, so areligious person can be recognized by his God-centred, dedicated

life. .
* * - .k

INumine the world with a light that can never be extitnguished. Do you know

what this light is? Faith in God, the love of God. Carry the quest for this light into
every home and you will soon see everyone radiant within aswell as withou,



SHREE SHREE MA ANANDAMAYEE PRASANG

Yol. 5
—aAmulya Kumar Dutta Gupta

Translation - Sanjay Ghosh

{mntinuéﬂ.)

West Pakistan is practically devoid of any members of Hindu community,
Even in East Pakistan those Iindu familics who were desirous to stay back there are
naw forced to leave their native land. The Government of East Pakistan by
confiscation of property, by terminating employment and by being totally indifferent
towards the persecution of the Hindy mmmmﬁt}r is accelemting the process of the
exodus of the Hindos.

There have been many changes at the Ashram of Shree Shree Ma at Dhaka. The ’
idol of Ma Annapuma was transfered rom Dhaka Ashram to Kashi Ashram on 27
Tuly, 1947, After some time the statue of Baba Bholanath was removed from Dhaka
Ashram to Kolkata Ashram. [ have heard from others that Shree Shree Ma has ad-
vised many of her devotees to leave Dhaka far India. T cannot say whether it is true of
not. However, it is a fact that after partition of Bengal many afflucnt families at Dhaka,
have started migrating towards India.

I'had very few years of service left at Dhaka Univarsity. The Government 'of
Pakistan acquired my house and put persistent prossure on me to vacate the house (o
which I subsequently succumbed and finally had toleave for Kolkata leaving behmd
my house and property at Dhaka.

1left Dhaka oif 15t April, 1948 and reached Kolkata on 2nd April, 1948 aud luuk
refinge at my elder brother’s place. I was pressed with the immediate problem of my
permanent place of residence. At this time Shree Shree Ma was at Kaghi Ashiram on
* the gueaston of Vasanti Puja. T thought of taking help of Shree Shree Ma in this
regard. Ithonght that perhaps I could follow 1y (uture course of action according to
her direction. f am now a rudderles and confused person and my future days too are
enveloped in dense darkness. With the intention of takin g advise of Shree Shree Ma
['along with my wite started for Kashi Ashram on Vasanti Puja day. 1 did not stay at
Kashi Ashram but sluyed ar my friend Manemohan’s place at Kashi. Manomohan's
residence was adjoining the Kashi Ashram. After depositing my luggage al
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Manomeoban's plave I along with my wife went to visit Shree Shree Ma at the Ashram.
Khukuni Didi Hccompdﬂlﬂd us to an underground guha{cellar) to meet Shree Shree
Ma. I narrated the entire incident of my suffering to Shree Shree Ma and. fuithér
" asked Ma where I could possibly stay in the future.

Shree Shree Ma asked me to stay some time at Kolkata and some titne at Kashi.
T admit that I did not i‘bel-very comfortable and that such arrangement of my stay as
suggested by Shree Shree Ma was not very acceptable 1o me.

I said to Ma, *Already youn have stripped me naked and now it seems you choose
this arrangement invorder to hand over to the Railway company whatever is left with -
mal”

Shree Shree Ma 5rn11ﬂd and said, “Have Ircally stripped you naked?”

I exclaimed, “What else have you Jeft for me? I have lost my house, my property,
furniture and everything. Thave be:en able to escape from Dhaka with a few pieces of
¢lothing only. '

Ma commented, “It is good for you. You have now attamed ‘sansyas’. (hfe Gf a
renuncnte 3

I suidl, “Ma this is really not your tﬁ-&chlﬂg I bave leamt from you that ml:gmn
cannot be pracuaed by force; ‘sarnyds’ commences in a man’s life in a very natural
way. If saﬂnyas is- ﬂCCEp[f:d under pressure it creates problem only and nothing
elve.”

Hearing this Ma only laughed but did not give any reply. However, She only
said, “Go and come back soon after a bath. Gopi Baba is coming. There will be a lot
of imeresting ralk.” I returned afier some time after taking a bath. Bhupatibabu was
also with us. He is permanently residing at Kashi with his wife and as such has
hecome a ‘Kashivasi’ (one who resides in Kashi with the intention of Living there till
death) permagently. In fact he had accompanied us from the railway station to the
Ashram. We again went together to the Ashram. Today isthe Ashtami day (Eighth
DNay from the new moon) of Vasanti Puja. It is being celebrated with great pomp and
show with offeting of Annabhog (offering of food to the Deity). Shree Shres Mais '
sitting near the idol of Vasanti Devi. The asscmbled disciples are chanting ‘Afrtans’.
enthusiasticaly An old sarfused by Shree Shrae Ma has been cut down into pieces in -
the shape of handkerchiefs and is being distributed amongst the devotees as holy -
prasad. | also received one such piece . :
(tar he continued)



MOTHER AND:HER PLAYPUL ROLE
. | —Bhaiji
All people. raen of prety as well ag atheists. rich er poor, yougg or old, made or
Terrale, even infants have free access to Her. She is often board tontter with ataggh,
“Why do you borher-about the time and opportunity to see sme? Doa't.you find that
.my doors are always open? Althouglrowing o the ilkusery atiractions of the-woild,
you oftent forget this Jittle denghter of y::mrs YOI ma}f rest assured that your worries
and tritmlations sre gversefors my eyes.”

Wothing appears strange (0Mother who wmtlms.aﬂ thm;gs ettt the hejp: nf the
- physicaleve, whao ean reuxd att thoughts without the. assistance of the spoken word,
who, sewing and heatingeverything, moves sbout like one soaring farabove; torally

assreoncerned with the affairs of this world and. yet in live tosch with them. Day and
-hight, unconcernediwithi Her perscnal comfort orfatigue, She appeacs tobe w:amng
-foralt men; be they in distress or at eage.

: Pepple flock rovnd Her from-carly. morning ¢l lﬂtﬂsﬂt night. Seme are painting
- Her forshosd with- vermidion draps, othevs drassing; Her hair,-yet others ﬂﬂenng =
~giverHers tuih ontoswvash Her face amd syouth, or 1o clean-Her tesich. with tooth
 paste. Some may requesi Her permission o changa Her ser, others express a.desire
: 1o put soame- sweets or -a-slice: of fruitdnto: Her: mouth, somme whisper: their: secret
requests into Her ear; others are cager to have:aprivate. iterview. with Her, Some
~mray.even be bokd enough to disperse the crowd surrmmding’ Her, saying :-— “Please
-ove away, den’t gouble Mothet in this manner.’

: But: think of :‘Mother™ !>She sits- vp, hourafter. hour, 'da:f after day, in Her
. exepuisitely peaceful manwer in the midst of alt this noire and bustle, msh and tassle;
| She repans steddy sod firar wich # faed brimuwning overwith cheerfitiness, meeHng

all the varicus demands or prayers with such loving grace that the whole atmosphere

appears 1o be overflowing with heavenly joy and happiness. The hearts of the people

assembled may not all be.equally attracted by:Her dignity,. but Her sweet and
:compassienate. glance falls with equal tenderness: upon ajl buman beings like the
_golden fays of the sun at dawn. Noboidy has yetbeen found to come away from Her
- presence in gespair or dejection.

Mother says, — “God’s world is made up of both people. who understand. its
-natgre and who do not. They have to be kept satisfied with jusi the toys they weant.”
.Far this very reason nobody has yet been able to say, “Mother is net raine; but yours™,

whocver has the good fortune to be in intimate touch with Her, muast have felt, “Mother
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is mine and mine only.”™ All have opened their inmost hearts 1o Her and have found
new hope and peace in returm.

It is beyond our power to reglise how Mother plays with Her devotees. We have
found Her responding to the two conflicing emations of joy at the birth of 2 son and
of sorrow over a child’s death at the same time, with egual warmth. We have also
seen Her weeping with a lady mouming over the loss of her son and laughing joy-
ously with 2 happy person. Such contradictory impulses find a wonderiul synthesis
in Her. We huve found Her using swect, socothing words of comfort to the distressed
imploring Her blessings, while withdrawing Her feet from their grasp. She appeared
to be quite unconcerned at another lying prostrate at Her fest wailing. bltterly Mother
began to weep and shed tears so profusely with the bereaved mother, held close in
Her embrace, that the latter came to forger atl her woes; on the other hand she showed
50 much conicern at Mother's weeping that she exclaimed, “Motler, be comforted,
shall not weep overmy son’s death anymers.”

Many of us must have found immense joy by simply looking at Her, touching the
dust of Her feet or hearing Her sweet words, which cause an influx of pure thoughts
and sentitnents in our hearts.

One day 2 friend of mine who had lately returned from England with a mind
suaked with Western ideas, came to see Mother at my request. He said that at the
sight of Mother, the mantra which he had received from his Guru long, long ago
before sailing abroad, and which he had almost forgottes, revived in his memory.
There are many instances showing how by sitting at Her feet many people acquired
the power of concentration and devotion to enable them to worship God and to
contemplate the Divine.

Keeping Her as anideal 10 be followad whole heartedly, with a sacred regard for
Her person, many people have advanced on the spiritual path. At the Siddeswari
tempie when Mother was in a trance, a gird aged sikiecn or seventeen was so much
moved with wonder and joy that she embraced Mother. At the touch the gir] was
overcome with rapture and rolled on the floor saying repeatedly, “Hari Harl.” For
three or four days this blissful state continued.

{an excerpt from Mother as Revealed to Mc)



PILGRIMAGE TO KAILAS
- —Gumﬁriya[lﬂi
(continued)

Sunday, 23 ] une

Ma rose very late and went to the Ganga. When she returned I washed het face
and hands and made her drink some milk. We had been able to procure some cow's
mitk here. Ma again went to the banks of the Ganga with Jyotish Dada. T began
cooking while Swamiji sat for his sadhana. Around eleven a.m. Ma was ffered
bhoga and then all sat to receive prasada. After lunch we all rested. I-sat in the
verandah. The natural scenery all around roused grave emotions in my heart for here
Mother Nature seems to have assumed a very grave form. Though it did not rain, the. .
sky was overcast with clouds.

As | have time today, I shall record an incident that occurred on June 14 in hlmnm
That night Baba Bholanath got extremely angry with Ma ever a trivial matter con-
cerning 2 cap. When Bholnath got vy angry Ma clapped her hands and laughed
aloud, Suddenly she went out. As she took Godavan with her she farbade a.njfune
else to go onut. Ma has sometimes been observed in sach a state. T could not fellow her
and therefore stood in the doorway tortured by suspense wondezing where Ma had
gone. The next instant Ma walked in. Bholanath was still growling with anger. Ma
stretched her hand in front of his face and began turning her fingers around. and
laughed loudly. A little later she moved away slightly and told Bhiolanath, “Quiet,
quiet! This madness always!” The mood gnd form in which she behaved thus cannet
be described in words. Tunu {Prankumar Babu's son) was pressing Bholanath’s feet,
Later he told us that on viewing Ma's fearful form that moment, he was shaking with
terror. Dwarka Prasad’s wife (from Bareilly) and her sister-in-iaw (the wife of the
D.P.M.G. of Nagpur) were sitting on a bedding nearby. They also happened to
make cye contact with Ma at that moment. The D.P.M.G."s wife said, I had heard
descriptions of the form of Kali Devi from my father when 1 was young, {lad:es in
this part of the c-::runtry do not, usually, know much about Kali Devi). “I also saw
Ma’s similar form.* Dwaraka Prasad’s wife said, “Seeing her form today I realised
that Ma 1s the Universal Mother.” The others present did not reve.al theit md1v1dua1
visions. Bach one witnessed a different form.

Once again Ma suddenly went outdoors, forbidding anyone to followg hér. At
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eleven p.m. almosi everyone had left except Hari Ram: Bholanath had:been

sitting motienless, very quiet. When Ma went out ke also sttode on 1o .the road-his-
anrer had not quite abated. Dasu Babu ran outand caught hokd of Bholanath who-
shook himrsclf fiee and continved to walk-away. Nagen Babw and others followed

Rholanath and stopped him. Meanwhile Mahad probably wakked arouerd the temple

compound. When she saw. Bholanath stalk out, she went past him like a streak of

lightning, overtaking him., Though we ran after her we could ‘ot catoh heu.

Howevar; Biolanath  was somehow. made to ratarn when atl 'cajoled and ipleaded -
with tim. Hard Bam: Swamtiiard I-went in search of Ma and reached a tall temple.
busilding: ‘Hari Rt clitnbed on to the verandah while I waited on - the stairs. Hagi:
Ram forad Mi walking to and fro. Sesing him she said, “Yon people go away: from

hereund tel Bholamath by can retarn to-his place. else 1 shall set ot for Kailas rign

away. Hecan follow with yon all later on:" “Witnessing Ma’s form and hearing her

firm command, Hari Ram descended tremabling with fear and wemt anto the temple to

inform Bholanath: Bholanath was-willaequaimed with every state aand mdod that
Ma-could assumme. He hag already antered his recm; covered. himself- with his

blanket-and {5id-down: We sat-quietly, Asit-was so latein the night and as Ma was

still cutside, Swammiji stood in the steeet,; unable to leave, yet hesitating to stay— such:
way his-condition because of Ma's.orders..

Mearnwhisle, Ma descended from tlwtﬁmple she was in and coms to the. wu:tj*ard
of ourtemple. She asked Swamiii why héwas standing.in the street. As wowereako
shufiling du-mmboui-she called me. and said, Y ou know: well enoagh; then winy-do
vou corie ontdeers? Go inside quekly and go to. sleep. Iishalliretem whicnever 1.
wish." WewWentinand sar quietly. Thasa who had seen thisform of Ma began (o feet.-
romb: They, wiwe-had never seen her do anything againss Bholanath's.orders as-far
as possible; they who had secn Ma always move and behave ascording 1o his wishes;
they. who hadalways -seen-this - attitude in her even amidst so many peop.lerand
sitiarions; they:saw this-aspect of Ma today and wene disnbfounded with fegrand
astonishrment,

Acliette later Maentefed the room :as if nothing had. hapqmned«aaﬁhﬂ walked in
smilingly and-said, “Why are.vou all seated? Are vou unable to sleep? Again she
asked, “What, has:Bhelanath fallen asiecp?” Naren Babu’s: wife replicd, *Yes Ma,.
Baba has fallen asleep.” Ma:remarked, “Not at all. A’h"igfi'r., po and see” atd she-
began Iauﬂhm £, Naren Babu’s wife is a personification of- straiphitforwardness-and
s s Nuren Babu. He has-been ike achild in Ma’s. oresenve. Ma asked Dwuraka
Prasad’s wife and her sister-in-law in Hindi, “Why are you also sitting iuiethy? Wi
vou not sleep?” They reptied, “Why shall we not sleep, Ma?” Ma said, “Then go and’
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sleep quickly.” They commented, “Ma, you are tha Universal Mather” and folding
iherr palns, they did praama al Ma's feel.

Ma seemed to manifest a kind of restlessness—she pot up and went inside.
I followed her. She went near the beddings of Manik and Tunu and said, “What are
you doing?” They awcke and came to Ma. She spoke softly, “How did all this
happen...” ete. Ma seemed to beé controlling a particular mood and therefore such
testlessress was visible externally—this was clearly evident. Tunu, Dwaraka Prasad’s
wife and her sister-in-law had happened to catch Ma’s gaze at the moment that a
particularly stern mood was emerging and perhaps that guenched the mood there and
then, for she had then controlled herself and walked out—otherwise who knows
what mote could have ocourred ! The very texe day Bholanath declared that he would
not go to Kailas for sure. Hearing him Ma told us, “Wait, [ shal! pacify my Gopal.”
She then went to him and spcke in myriad ways to win him over and finatly made
him agree to start om the trip. She then came in to drink milk. Mysterious Ma's fifais
unfathomabie.

I shall now continue the narrative of onr trip. At three p.m. Mz got up. The river
is wide there. The hill-tribes people tie a rope on either shore and hang on it liks
monkeys to cross the river—we find it frightening to even look at them. Practice
makes anything possible—this is an example of the saying, We shall leave this place
day after tormormow. As new coolies join us here, all our inggage has te be reweighed.
Each cooly will carry thirty five seers of lupgasge and they will be paid one ripee per
day each. These have bean the wages from the beginning,. '

Here, [ would like to mention an incident. We were unpacking and rearranging
our luggage sitting in front of Ma as she instrucied us 16 empty out things into tins. As
! have mentioned earlier, we were unable to do such things properly without Ma's
belp. Ma sat near us and made us arrange the things in a big trunk. When it was done,
people lifted it and estirnated that the trunk weighed more than a maunnd. (forty seers)

* and therefore we would have to remove some things from it. As Maleft the room she
smitled and said, “Alrigh'r thirtyfive secrs is what it has to be, isn’t it7 You say it is
five seers in excess.” Then langhing slightly she said, *It may ¢ven weigh less!”
Hearing this 1 immediatelysuggested, “Just touchit, Ma—then it will become lighter.”

~ Ma laughed and rejoined, "Your spggestions are also unigue! However, there is no

" meed to touch it.” Finally wheri Rai Saheb brought the zoolies that evening and had

the luggaze weighed, that particular trunk was found to weigh cxactly thinyfour and

a half seers!

In the evening Ma went to the bank of the Ganga for a walk, Raj) Sahib had sent
mountain bananas for M«. He was doing his best to provide conveniences for Ma. |
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Around midnight Ma first went to Jyotish Dada and then to each one of us by tum
and asked, “Did you have any dream last night?” Evey ene replied in the negative.
" Then Ma said, “All these days I met no one and then yesterday a man came.”
Nothing more was said about this.

- From now on we wete 1o have six coobics per dandf as the path would becom
mote and mora treacherous. Nine other coclies were to carry the luprage. A dondy
was hired for Tunu'suse, The people here commentsd that after the Raja of Mysore,
nu olher person had gone to Kailas with such 2 big group of people. Rigorous
preparations were afoot. A coolies have a chief who is called ‘Mate®. Around
midnight we went to sleep. Parvati was accornpanying us all along—her sitnple and
straightforward behaviour is worthy of mention. Sometimes, like a little gird she pressed
Bholanath’s hand—whenever she was afraid of something enroute she would hold
Bholanath’s hand. She must have heen twenty five or thirty years old but she had no
inhibitions or shyness. As if she was 4 close friend for years. '

{to be continuec)



MA’S TECHNIQUE OF BESTOWING DIVINE LOVE -AND
GRACE ON ONE AND ALL

{Taken from Svakriyva Svarasamrita, Yol-2)

Ma’'s Play of Love for the Insensient—At that age of Ma. Her behaviour was,
indeed, somewhat unusual. A mere child. She would, say, be going along on a road
to someone’s house or to any other place and coming back all alone. Sometimes,
then. while moving about alone, it would generally be an easy, free movernent.
Oecasionally, _the &yes would be uparned too, and continuing with upsurging
movements, She would go on jumping, laughing, running and sometimes again,
perhaps taking something in hand, She wounld be throwing it p and catching it back,
Again, with a rhythm too of a daneing pose, She would sometimes sing with a low
humming voice or loudly. Perbaps, again, during Her movement o, She would
startd motionless or walk slowly and keep on talking with rnuch laughter to the earth,
trees. etc. Also, sometimes, picking up such things as branches, leaves and flowers of
tregs, She would wrap Her body with them, and what an affection, love and caress
She would indulge in for them, as if She never went about without a companion at
all. Tf therg was nothing else, then brpeze, wind, sky and void were surely there as
Her companions.

Ma’s Inscruteble Piny, Company or no Company—With vibration substained
by movements of hands and feet, She kept on maving about with great joy, while
jumping, laughing and playing in the company of bregze only. Or sometimes
remaining in one particular area She weuld loiter about this way and that for guiic a
" while. Sometimes with hoth hands raised upwards or half-way up, and atother times,
keeping them hanging downwards, one on each side, She would spin like a wop.
Or She would move on, sometimes waving to and fro, right and left, in four
directions and sometimes keeping the eyes upturned and both hiands hanging loosely.
When during Her movemeants She came within the sight of people, She wonld attract
their attention. All this was, of course, heard from Giﬁji‘s mouth too. Absorbed in
what sort of play with Herself' by Herself, is known 1o Her only. Are the activities of
small boys and girls like this; is alike of it ever observed in the case of anyone? Some
people would say, “Whatever She does and the way She does it during Her move-
ments, indeed, in all that, there is, as if, sweetness—the glorious glamour of beauty."

And when, again. She would be calm. She would tum into a statue : So grave, as
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if, there was not the least trace of restlessn=ss any time, certainly, nonc at all, Her
gravity would remain absolutely unimpaired. Someone would (then) address Ma as
an earthen pot. When this state was there then it definitely did not continue only lor a
short duration.

F‘crhaps she tad 0o dearth of Iniends at any time. Agam She was lonely without
any companion; steady, self-composed and disinterested, with Her gaze also fixed
towards the sky, as if She was not at all bound by any attachments. Others also
definitely noticed this. Looking at Ma wih Her face turned upwards, Mokshada Sundari
Devi often called Her "camet-faced”. €n hearing this (term), Ma looked at the pic-
ture of a camel in a children’s book.

Sometimes Ma would walk haltingly as if She were specially talking endeanngl}f
to friends, and would likewise be engrossed in lively conversation accompained with
langhter. But whom did She talk to? Who wag Her companicen? Someone invisible
too? If somebody arrived suddenly when She was in those moods, then perhaps,
because of the bhava of the new arrival, She would quickly be transformed into a
pentle, guist, obedient and dogile girl.

Birds, Beasts, Reptiles ; All Ma’s Own—Sometimes Ma treated birds and beasts
too with the same bizava. They used to look at Her face in such 2 way, nodding their
heads this way and that, as il they understood what Ma was saying and Ma too would
reciprocate as though they were known to each other from eternity. Even with insects
like ants in rows, She would start talking and dealing with them with iaughter and
sormetimes conversing with thern loudty. She would jump, beckon and look for them,
as if Ma was their great friend. This would go on for quite somerime. After having
dong all this, She wonld never look back in any direction when She left. With Her,
making and anmaking were, ag if, simulianeous affairs.

- One day at Kheora, alitde befure dusk, Ma was going to the tank to fetch water.
Suddenly, with what kheyala one does not know, She ran towards the jungle, peeped
through a narrow way and reterned immediately, _

Never beforé ot after this incident had She stopped a litile and looked at the -
jungle like this, When She came back home with water, She told Mokshada Sundari
Dievi, *[ have scen in the jungle at quite a close distance, (an animal)}—much bigger
than a large dog—with black and white marks, know not what they were, on its
body. It stood calmly and quiely [acing south-west." Ma had entered that narrow
lare, a short distance from the south. Hearing the frightening story, Mokshada Sundari
Devi suid. “What animal did you see with black and white patches? Never go alone
that side. No one has heard that an animal with such colours has ever been secn in the
jungle of this village.” Who knows who it was itt an animals’s garh to whom Ma had
granted darshan!

(an exerpt)



CONTEMPORARY SAINTS
SWAMI RAMDAS

{continued from the previouns issge}
—Vijayanan:ia

He spoke in the simplest, most natral manner and answered every question. no
matter what it was, with the openncss and frankuess of a child. Whaever the subject
under discussion there was never the slightest hint to esotericism or mystery and the
tone of the conversation was that of a friendly exchange without anything of an *ex-
cathedra” attitnde. |

1. Cre day I asked him point-blank ;

“Since you are Ram, (by Ram, Ramdas understood the omnipresent Divire power
and not the historical figure) can you give me the experience of samadhi™

He replied :

“You yourself are Ram. How can Ram give something to hiraself?"

1: “That may be true trom the point of view of the Absolute. But I don't know it
[ suffer.” - '

Ramdas :

“No! No! Ram does not suffer. [t is only a game with him Chis fi#3),"

I “"Very well. Let us say 1 am Ram and 1 am playing the game of suffering and of
ignorance. But, within this game itself, can you give me the experience of samadhi?”

Ramdas : _

“Yes, I could give it to you. But you would miss the joy of victory.”

I mighit have pushed the argument further and said, “So much the worse for the
Joy of victory. Give me the experience of Trath anyway.” But as far as T remember,
our conversition was interrupted at this point for some reason, perhaps by the
appearance of a visitor.

2 AL this period | had become very deepiy attached o Anandamayi Mataji and to
dwell far from Her physical presence’even for a shor tinse was eatremely . painful. 1
thought that this was a gooed sign and spoke about it to Ramdas believing that he
would approve. But his reply disconcerted me somewhat, and it was only later that 1
came to understand how right he was :

“People who gather arcund a great sage”, he told me, “fall into two catcgorics.
The first comprises those who are constantly in his company. The;-,r arg like bugs.
They make the sage sulfer themnselves,
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“The second kind are like calves. The calf comes 1o his mother for milk and then
goes off to gambol frecly in the meadows. In the same way a real sddfaka stays with
his Guru for a while to recharge his powers and then goes into a solitary retreat to
devote himself to imtensive sddhana.”

“Be like the calf™, he told me, “and not like the bug’”.

Ameong the stories of his cxperiences while he was living the life of a wanderer,
he told me about a visit to Hardwar during the Khumbha-Mela. The story is ra-
counted in full in his book. “In the Vision of God,” But in telling it to me he added an
* interesting detail which is not mentioned in the book.

The Khumbha-Mela is an enormbus religious “fair” held every twelve years at
Hardwar, and at Allahabad, Nasik and Ujjain as well, though at different dates. On
that particular occasion an impressive number of sadhus and millions of people were
gathered together in this relatively small town and at the auspicious hour of the ritual
bath they were all massed at the Brahma-Kunda on the Ganges. All minds and nerves
were keyed up to the effort to take this fabulous bath, the fruit of which wuull:l be
nothing less than liberation from the cycle of rebirth,

In such a heaving ocean of humanity the individual is almost powerless. Police
cordons stationed at the Brahma-Kunda and at other places as well do their best to
contrpd and direct this humman tidal-wave. If they lose control of the situetion even for
only a few minutes-and this happens occasicnally-the result ean be catastraphic, Teis
not rare for numbers of people to be suffocated or trampled to death. And here was
Ramdas with one nf his friends caught up in the heaving human sea. Naturally, like
everybody else he was completely powerless to decide his own movements and was
impelled by the fluctuaring waves of humanity around him. He himself had no inten-
tion of participating in the mtual bath. He had come simply as a spectator, “to see the
fun”, as he put it, hut an ndd thing happened : after, having time and again, barely
escaped being trampled on and suffocated, he found himself exactly at the Brahma-
Kunda, precisely at the auspicious hour indicated by the stars. For the ordinary Hindu
a hath in the Brahma-Kunda at Hardwar during the Khumba-Mela, and precisely at
the hour-indicated, is a fabutous thing, promising him the most elevated of destinies
after death. But, with this marvellous gift already within his grasp. Ramdas coolly 1ot
it g0, he did not immerse himself in the river.

“Idon’t want iberatton so cheap™, he said, " want to win it by my own struggle
and endcavour.”

(to be continyed)



BHAKTEI RUPINI MA
—Shuddha Satta Chakravarty

After his first meeting with Mataji in 1924, Bhaiji did not go to Shahbag for
almost a vear. He knew and believed that She was all that he spirituaily aspired for,
but us far as he was concerned Her position of a young housewife was an
unsurmountable batrier.,

Sometimes Bhaiji would debate in his mind. At other times the wish to ses Mataji
was 50 sirong as to be almost uncontrollable. Out of sheer “Ahtak?i”"he wrote a small
book o1 Ma’s way of life. The book Sadhana was shown to Ma and She praised it.
Bhaiji experienced an indescribable sense of juy and security, as it he were a child in -

front of Ma.

Bhaiji wanted his wife 1o share in his joy as well; so he took her to have Ma's
Darshan and pay her respects to Her. Accordingly, after a few days, his wife took a
small diamond omament, a silver dish of sweets and some flowers to Matuji, People
at Shahbag wanted to see the silver dish. Bholanath had said to Ma out of despair, “If,
youwon't use bell metal or brass, will you have your food served on silver?” Mataji
had answered, “Yes I will, but you must promise not to buy or to tell any cne about
it for the next three months.”

ftwas Maraji’s custom to give away to the persons whatever they brought for Her
after a few days or evenimmediately. She would distribute amongst the people clothes,
otnaments and other offerings. She would say to the people after distribution of flow-
ers, sweets and other articles, “Now it belongs to me. Please keep it for me.”

Bhalji ran the gauntlét of public criticism and his family mernbers alsa ahjectad to
his frequent visit to Ma out of bftakei for Her. Even his elder brother, for whom he
had great respect, tried to prevent lim from taking spiritual guidance “from a woman™
Bhaiji himself felt at a loss, because he himself wns not sure what he hoped for or
would gain from Mataji. He decided once more to control his strong desire to surren-
der himself at Ma's feet and took up the study of the philosophical treatise Yoga
Vashishiha, _

After a week Bhaiji came across an old Brahmin gentleman Kalikumar Mukherji.
who asked him what Mataji was like. Bhaiji, out of bhaktr for Ma was unable to utter



14 MA AMANDAMAYCC AMRIT VARTA [VOL, XVI1 Mo, 3, July, 2013

& word but looked at his companion with eves brimming over with tears. For a few
moments, the old man watched Bhatji {ighting for control over his emotions, and
then said Yuictly, “You need not speak. T have been answered, Please take me to
Mataji now, if you will.” Later the old tnan expressed his pathos of losing his own
mother several years before and that day he felt like achild who had found his long
lost mother. Indian culture is parent nriented, and to be more specific, mother ori-
ented. Bhaiji's concentration was sa deep that he would often see Ma while he was at
home ot even in his office. This expedence shows deep ‘hhaksi "for Ma Anandamayee.

Now I would like to highlight the following quotations of Maui Vani : 1) To
aspire to the realization to Truth is alone worthy of man. In the home of the house
holder {grifiastha dshwama) there should be perfect equanimity among all members
o lead a pious life of TRUE ETERNAL HAFPINESS.

2. 50 far as this body is concemed, nebedy ever commits an offence against it,
and therefore there can be no question of asking this body’s forgiveness. Neverthe-
less you'll have to reap the fruit of what you have dorie—for certain. But this body
doesn’t feel even the fainte_st shadow of anger about it.

JAL MA



SHREE SHREE MA ANANDAMAYEE

Vol. VII
{Translated by a devotes)

—urupriva Deyi

Friday, 29 June, 1938 :

From the news [ reecived from the letters of Manmathababu and Kamalakanta, [
see that Ma’s body is becoming very weak ancl there 1s a lot of pain in the hand. Ma
is still in Raiput, All Ma’s devotees always say, “We are happy when Khukunididi
is with Ma, then we do not worry about the state of Ma's body. One does not know
why Ma has kept her (Didi) away. Nareshdadz has implored, “Ma- plcase call
. Khuikunididi.” In reply to this Ma said, *Do Inot know that on her coming there will
be an effort to serve this body in every possible way? 1 have kept her away from me
for her own good.” Nobody has the power to go against Ma’s wish, nor is there any
way of doing so. | pray that Ma gives us the strength to comply with her wishes, that
I shouhd pever go against Her wishes jut because staying away from Her canses pain
She says that Her presence is always there, with her mjucnuns The nnl}r prayer is
that we should be able to experience this.

Sundity, 17 July, 1938 : .,

There is a letter from Kamalakanta from Raipur. We come to know that Ma ha:».
eone to Dehradun. She was in the ashram for 3-4 day An:mrdnlg to the wishes of
Buendada and Narsingh, Mamathadada is perfomlmg afnain the ashram for Ma’s
health. Kirtan has also been performed. Ma has retur;m:d 0 Ramur Rumadevi,
Kamalakanta, Sadhana and a devotee of Swami Nigarananda are with Ma, There-
has been a letter from -Abhay too. He writes, “Ma’s body is still not in a good state.
Ma says, Tt is only by your doing Nama Kirtan, that my body will improve.’ That is
why we have decided that everyone will do one lakh japas for Ma’s health.” Shri
Manmathababu saxd, “It would be best to do fapa of Ma’s name. We should do some
everyday and go on till one lakh 15 over.” I told this to Ma. Ma said, “Simce this desire
has arisen in you, you should write 10-evervone. Whosoever desires to do this can do
s0.” On iceeiving Abhay's letter, it was decided that all the devotees would do onc
lakh japa. This was conveyed to the devotees everywhere, On the chiffa becoming
puritied by the japa, one can pray to Ma, “Ma, it 1s the devotess’ only wish [hat You
et well” . S
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Thursday, 21 July 1938 :

Today, Kirandidi has come to meet me in the afterncon. Sbe has been in Calcutta
[ur two days. She has been in the Kishenpur ashram to meet Ma, It was decided that
Ma would leave on that day itself for Raipur. Kirandidi was present during the yaina.
We have heard that Ma’s health is a hittle better.

Wednesday, 27 July 1938 ;

‘We have received Abhay’s letter a few days ago. Ma has gone to Solan. We
received a telegram form Panchudada from Shimla today. Ma is in Shimla and hds
told us to leave fur Shimla tonighi.

kriday, EB'JuIy, 1938 :

Due to some problem with the transport, we were able to reesch Ma only at 3
o’clock in the afternoon, When we reached Ma and bowed down to her, She laughed
and said, “Knowing that you would be coming today, I did not lie down in the day.
T have been sitting up since one o’ clock.” On hearing Ma's loving words the
unhappiness caused due-to the separation from Her for so long, the pain and the
feeling of hurt seemex to disappear in a second, A lot of devoiees men and women
wera awsiting our arrival.

They were happy to have us thers, The dwﬂtees had been telling Ma, *Ma, call
Didi, sothing seems good without her.”

As soon as Ma agreed, they sentus a telegram, On my arrival, Ma looked at them
and said, “Evervone was restless and kept on asking for Didi. There you are, your
Didi has béen catled for.” Ma was enjoying Herself, saying this. The pain in the heart
also lessened. .

1 could see that Ma’s body was more or less the same. The devotees had
arranged a Nirna Yajnain anticipation of Ma’s arrival in Shimla, The Nama Yajna
wil] take place tomorrow. Ma has been'in Shimla for 8 days. She stayed in Solan for
enly thiee days. The adhivasa was performed at dosk. After that everyone sat around
Ma. Que lady said, “Ma, I am never able to still the mind; what should I do?" Ma
lsnghed and said, “I see that the mind is never restless.” After that She said, “When
does the mind get restless for Him? Only on getting restless will it get sil.” At 10
o"clock that night I explained to the people that Ma’s health was not very good and it
was N0t correct to stay on till too late. After that the pmplc bowed down oneby cne
and Ieft :

Satuday, 31 Juiy, 1938 : - -
The Nima kirtan started at six o’clock this moring. After offering sandal paste
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and garlands to Ma and putting the same on thomselves, the people began to sing -
“Shree Krishna Chaitanya Prabhu Nityananda.
Hare Krishna, Hare Rama, Shree Radhe Govinda.”

There was some change in'Ma’s bhiva today, due to the devotees' kirfan, but
Ma was able to look after Herself. But the body showed some change when taltking
about it. Ma said, “When these pecple perform &irtan, they do so with a very special

Bhava of love.”

Sunday, ¥ August, 1938 :

The ladies performed kfrtan today with Ma from 12 o'clock to 4 o’ clock in the
evening. There was some change in Ma’s bhava today also. When Ma started mov-
ing amongst the ladies, their enthusiasm grew even greater. They started dancing
with great joy and sang :

“Shree Krishma Chaitanya Prabha Nityapanda.
Hare Kriskna, Hare Rama, Shree Radhe Govinda.”

Today too, Ma took care of Herself when She went in bhava. The ladies sat with
Ma at the end of the &irfan. After that, each one left, after taking leave-of Ma.

Various talks about Bholannthji

Some of the men came and sat down only after the ladies bad left. Everybody
was keen to hear about the incidents which took place when Bholanathji pased away,
but due to their worldly bent of mind, they were not able to ask Ma. Last evening on
my starting to talk about these incidents everyone listened intently. Ma also joined in.
She was smiling while She described what happened. The people said, “We were
very keen to hear all this but we were a little hesitant about asking.” Ma laughed and
said, “Cn hearing Me laughing at th{s moment and describing the whole incident,
you will probably wonder, am I Bholanathji’s enemy?" Everybody spoke up to-
gether, “No Ma, we would not make such a mistake.” There was an old lady, who
was sitting on one side. Ma looked at her and langhed and said, “Ma, does such a
feeling not arise in some minds?” The oid lady folded her hands and said, “Ma. [ was
woendering whether it was possible for such a biidva to exist. We are all worldly
people. We cannot even imagine an elevated bbavasuch as Yours.” That is when the
people came to know that Ma had said such a thing becanse She knew the old lady's
bhiva. _

Devendrababu wished to know about the Kailas pilgrimage, -‘Ma told me to
describe what happened. [ started to tcll them and Ma sometimes intervened and
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helped me out. There is &irfan and recitation of scriprures every Sunday at Kalibari,
Some people started the Sunday programme after sunset today, We took Ma there
and seated Her. Kirtan took place after some time. Manojhabu implored Ma, “Ma,
pleasc come down for our Kirtan just once.” Ma was sitting upstairs in the Kali Mandir
verandah. On hearing Manojbabu’s request, Ma came down slowly, movieg Her
arms in thythm with the kirtan, She made everyone feel much more enthusiastic.
Yesterday there was kirtan from dawn to dusk. The ladies performed kirzan in the
afterncon today. Ma was in a slightly different bf3va, even though She was able to
keep her HhFva unamanifested. On watching Her closely, one could see that the
bhdva was somewhat different. On bringing Ma to the kirfan in this state, there was
a change in [ler hirava. Ma sat down after some time. The Littan continued, Ma's
face radiated extracrdigary beauty. The devotees could not shift their eves from Her
face. The kirtan did not last very long this time. Ma got up and sat on Her bed. The
devotees sat down too. Ma sat sijently. The honse was absolutely silent and still.
After some time a devotee asked Ma a couple of questions. Ma did answer but due to
- the indistintmess of Her speech the answer was not very clear.

Tt was quite late at pight and raining ceaselessly, Everybody would have to
return home on the mountainous paths but no one was worried abour that, nobody
wanted to leave Ma, '

(to be continucd}



SHREE SHREE MA’S DIVINE CONVERSATION

Collection Kirpal
Trans-Vrs. Rohini Purang

Shatlananda was a young dandi sannyasi, hardly well known or even very learned.
Ma fixed atime (for a meeting) and when he decided to do-kirtan, She repeatedly told
us to sing with him. She said to Billoji, "Give Shailananda food.” We laughed, but in
Ma's heart there was only mercy. He ended with the words, " [ want the attainment of
immontality (amrita)."

Ma : If immortality is to be attained, it bas to be desired. The attainment of im-
mortality is to be desired. Baba, what is death? You are a pandit. A pandit does not
undersrand the words of another pandit.

) : What i5 death?

Ma : What 15 immortality?

{Muityw or death and ‘amrita’ or immortality come from the same Sanskrit root
i)

() : What happens after death? _

Ma : What remains (after death)? What does your $astra have to say?

Q0 My mind.

Ma : The mind goes round and round and becomes tired. What dees 'to change'
mean?

Q: (It - the mnd - ) knows you are the ama, thac you are 1alking.

Ma : It knows? Yes, it knows worldly matters.

) : What happens to us after death?

Ma : What is in your §Zstras 7 (when you read them) when you will know that it
L.

{) : There 15 only one Brahma withour a second. The chifta contains the knot of
the non-conscious (i.e. of the ego). '

Ma : That which is called Msyacontains the seed of all non-consciousness. Cont-
ing and going is non-consciousness,

: We have heard 0 many things from childhood but we don't understand them.

Ma : Pitaji, if you talk about 'understanding', then if you have read, you have
understond. What is to be gained by understanding? There is nothing to be gained by
understanding (if one) stays between nnderstanding and non-understanding-not by
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staying within understanding and not even by staying within non-understaning-{but}
beyond understanding and non-understanding.

) : Should we forget our learning?

Ma : No. Make it come alive. Go cutside of it and makt: 1t conscious. Where is
consciousness? And this is (just) a stone. it is worshipped to reach Shivaji. If it is
calleda stone, itis not Shiva; if it is called Shiva, it is not a stone. it is called a shila
(Hindi word for 'stene’), it is not a shaligrima. If we say ‘gunt’, then the human being
is not present; if we say 'human being’, then the guru is not. (And yet) the refuge of
the gurn has been sought.

(0 : (We) understand (the person) as gum and also as a human bcmg

Ma : That is two things. While it is thought of as a stone, it is not wholly a
Shaligrama. If your say 'guru’, then the sense of God has not developed (because
guru and God are one). And if there exists some (even a little) sense of the human
being then it (the realisation) is not complete. There should be wholeness in all re-
spects. To get its true illumination, you have to go beyond. If something remains,
there is nothing. o

) : Whal will happen by sitting hege 7

Ma : Here, there — all will have to be transended. What has to happen, that will
(happen) — the text that you read says that. For instance, these words are spﬂken. 50
I amn sitting here listening (o this alk.

Listening, listening—then do not listen to the talk of this empty werld. Here the
way to go bevond the world has opened up - this body says not to do this,

Q : How does death happen?

Ma ; You say, Say what your §8s#ra says. What is death and what is non-death?

(} : When the pranz leaves the hody (it is death).

Ma : What is called non-death? I the prinaleaves the body there will be death -
this that is subject to change, subject to transformation. That which does not change
- amritameans amara (hoth words mean 'non-death’) - where there is no question of
the dead/dying world, that is non-death,

And geing/movement {gatf} (is analogous to) the world {fagaf) (both words ceme
from the Sanskrit roct gam meaning “to ga') - as long as one is bound. Then there are
movement (gati), the world (fagat), and the individual arma (feeva)- And this very
same dead world that is there, and the one 4tmi that is eternal — there is only onc
Brahkma without 2 second - this one 3tm4 cannot be destroyed - no question at all af
coming and going. :

This coming and going that is changeable - this that is - while this movernent
cxists—uniil movement resides in stillness, his question will not disappear.
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For that, beyond movement and stillness — one Brahma without a second, Where
is the one #ma ? Oneself that is within oneself, $¢ long as that does not manfest, tili
then this question will not go. Atmardar it does not come anywhiere, it does not go
anywhere — thera is 1io place for coming and going,

That which was said — only one Brahma withont a second - where thero is the
one 2fma, there s no two at 41l That which is produced with the two (de - Hindi
word for two) 1s the world (duniys Hindi word for world). While the world of prakriif
exists, while the viewpoint Gf creation exists, till then your questioning and talicing —

" all this.

Q: An ordinary jeeva...death....

Ma : Baba, sit. Do not worry. The-teal thing (is thaty when there 1s no death, only
then does non-death manifest. This death that is spoken abont, what is it 7 It is.only
movement. Where there is movement and along with the movément the body, and
then another body-coming and going - discarding these clothes and wearing those.
As long as there are comings and goings, where is there immortality {amrita)?

Talking of the world of prakrits, of the one who has to come int 5000 births, ten
lakh births, crores of births — talk of births means (talk of) coming and going, of the
here and there, of wishes and desires — while that (continues) death exists. The great
death is self-illumination (realisation).

{tobe c:c-ntinur:d}



GREAT SADHUS AND BHAKTAS — ASHRAMS
GROW UP IN VARIOUS PLACES

(From Ma Anandamyee Lila)
{continued)

—TLate Sri Hari Bam Joshi

The Ashram at Kishenpur has expanded considerably during the last 25 years.
Sri 3. K. Ghosh (Sachida), As&.iat&nt Income Tax Commissioner, Bengal, purchased
eleven bighas Gf land on Rajpur Road, less than half a mile above the Kishenpur
Ahram . [tis now a garden full of fruit trees and ﬂawerm g shrubs and has been called
“Kalyanvan” by Mataji. A small shrine for 8iva was consecrated there together with
the temples of the man Ashram in 1959 and a temple for Rama, Sita, Lakshman and
Hanuman in 1964. Six cottages have been built in Kalyanvan. For the last so many
years $ri Haribabaji and his party nsed i¢ stay there almost every summer for about
two months. )

Sri Haribabaii was not an ordinary s@dine He was a saint ﬂf a very high order. He
was horn in Hoshiarpur on Philgun Holikd Purnamdisi, the birthday of Chaitanya
aahaprabhu. Haribabaiji was a a grear devotee of Chaitanya Mahaprabhn and, with
a group of disciples, used to perform Afrtana regulartly three times a day with intense
fervour and concentration. Ahout forty vears ago, he, without any government help,
got a large dam about eighteen miles.long construcied in the district of Badaun, 10
proteet the villages of that arca from the ravages of the recurring devastating floods.
Sni Haribahaji himsclf wonld recite Riama Nama together with the villagers while he
and evervone ¢lse carried baskets full of carth on their heads for building the dam.
This extensive dam was thus constructed by shrama dana (offering of labour) through
the whole-hearted efforts of this extraordinary saint. S Haribabji had thousands of
disciples both in the U.P. and Punjab. He never looked at the face of any woman.
During the last twenty-five years of his life.” he spent much time in Mataji’s
company, mostly in Vrindban and Dehradun. Mataji often used to adjust
Her propramme 1o soit his convenience. His  devolion and veneration for Mataji
were quite outstanding. Although older than Mataji, he never hesitated to pay
respectful homage to Her on every occasion. In Decernber 1935, Sri Haribahaji was

¥ 8r1 Haribabaji took Mahasamadhi in Japuary 1970 in Varanasi in Mataji's presence.
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dangerously ill and was operated upen in Dr. Scn’s Nursing Home at New Delhi on
the advice of Mataji. One day, when his condition was precariovs, Mataji came to the
Nursing Home. At the door of Sri Haribaba’s room his Guradeva appeared to Her
and requested Her to save his life. Mataji then entered Sri Haribsbuji's room. By
Mataji's grace he passed the crisis,

S1i Triveni Puri Maharaj of Khanna (Punjab), another rematkable sage, had the
privilege of Mataji's visit on two occasions. He was intimalely known to Haribababji.
Sri Krishnananda Avadhutaji was an ardent devotee of his. Triveni Puriji was a
great Vedantist. He once told me that all those who could come in contact with Mataji
were very fortunate as it was not easy to get an oppottunity 1o mest such a
Divine Persomnality,

Al Jullunder (Punjab), there was a great devotee and disciple of Mataji, Sardar
Sadhu Singh, a retired teacher. He bad four sons whom Mataji named Rama,
Lakshman, Bharat and Satrughna. One of them died a few years after meeting Mataji.
The eidest son, Rama, a bachelar, has retired as a teacher and is now the Manager of
aGul's College established by him in Martaji’s name. The second son Lakshman is
known zs ‘Sant Gulab Singh® and has an Ashram at Chandigarh. Before settling
there he stayed much in the company of Mataji. In his meditation he sometimes would
remuin in samAdfi for hours together in the presence of Mataji. The third son of
Sardar Sadhu Singh is a practising Doctor in Jullunder.

In the year 1943 Mataji visited Lucknow twice on Her way to Varanasi. On the
first occasion She stayed in A.P. Sen Road in a newly built bungalow near the
Charbagh station, and on the second occasion in z dharamsals on the bank of the
Gomati near the iron bridge of Daliganj. From threre She went to Sitapur where I
was then posted. She put up in a newly built room in the compound of S1i Pal Singh,
the Secretary of the District Board, in whose bungalow [ was living at that time.
Many inhabitants of Sitapur became Mataji's devotess, specially Sri Prayag Narain
Saigai, who is a great philanthropist yet very unassuming, He maintains “*Sada Vrata”,
a centre for feeding the poor in Naimisharanya Kshetra, about 20 miles from Sitapur
on the Balamau motor road.

Naimisharanya, where the sage Vyasa is said to have compiled the eighteen
Puranas thousands of years ago, is considered one of the most sacred places in India.
Recently one of Mataji’s devolees from Gujarat has had & Purdpa Mandir
constructed there in Mataji's name by a devotee from Calcuita and a Satsang Halt
trom contributions made by some other devotees, A temple of Purdna Purusa has
been consecrated in 1965. Mataji now pays frequent visits to this Ashram. After
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staying in Sitapur for two days in 1943, Mataii came back to Lucknow and then
proceeded to Varanasi.

Dr. Panna Lal, LC.S., Adviser to the Governor of the U.P.. met Matuji for the
first time in February 1942, when She visited Lucknow before proceeding to Wardba.
He met Her again in 1943, Dr. Panna Lal becamne a great devotee of Mataji and until
his death in 1967 tried his level best to pass his old age in the constant recitation ot his
mantra and in the remembrance of God. Whenever he came to stay with Mataji. he
lived a very simple life and would mostly sleep o the floor. His son as well ag his
three danghters and their hushands are alse greatly attached to Mataji. His eldest
son-in-law, Sri Rameshwar Sahai, Chief Conservator of Forests, has setled in
Lucknow after retireraent, and in his newly built house has got a suite of rooms
resarved for Mataji's exclusive nse. She has stayved there on several oceasions for a
day or so. His only son had all the makings of 4 great scientist and was considered a
genius. He died suddently under mysterious circumstances while conducting research
in atomic energy in Paris. It is most creditable for Sri Rameshwar and his wife Leilaji
that both of them, by Mataji’s grace, could bear the shock of this irrepairable 1oss in
such a composed manner. Like Dr. Panna Lal, they are trying to pass their time
mostly in the constant remembrance of their Istadeva.

Dr. Panna Lal was a great devotee of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Cnce when meet-
ing Mataji in Lucknow in 1943, Dr. PannaLal hecame totally engrossed in narrating
some story from the life of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. At that moment Mataji in her
bhavatold Dr. Panna Lal in a low voice, which I could hear, that he too had been
with Chaitnya Mahaprabhu, when he had appeared in this world in Nadia. Dr. Panna
Lal did not hear whit Mataji had said and so I drew his attention to it. Dr. Panna Eal
afterwards requested Matagi to disclose to him his identity of that time. But Mataji
only replied that at that moment She had no £feydla 10 say anylhing more oo the
subject. She asked him to see Her early the next morning in Her room when
Dr. Panna Lal had a private interview with Her. From what he told me the fellowing
day, it appeared that he was greatly satisfied as he had received specific directions for
his sadhamifrom Mataji. Dr. Panna Lal got irmages of Nityananda and Mahaprabhu
sculptured of ashéadharm metal costing about Rs. 4,000 installed in a temple built at
his initiative in Sri Anandamayi Ashram, Vrindaban,

{to be continued)



MATRI SATSANG IN VRINDABAN

—Samaym Mahuvrata,
November 23rd, 1969, 10 p.m.

Question : In order to find God, is it necessary to inflict suffering on the body ?

Mara)i : Under no circumstancees is it justified to inflict suffering on the body.
There is no need Lo make the body suffer.

Questivn : Can God be realized without suffering? How?

Mataji : To realize God is & different matter. One has no right to make the body
suffer under any conditions. Why not ? There is a reason for this. To whom does the
bexly belong? HE whose body it is, who has created the body, who has manifested in
that shape, has given it to you that you nway do service. The body is God's dwelling-
plice. Keep your body clean, ktep it purc, kecp it undefiled. This is what you have to
do. God resides in the body, itis His abode. Try to live in His presence, yearn for his
revelation. You have n¢ right to inflict suffering on the hody. Why not? Because
everything belongs 1o God. God resides in the body. Regard the body as a temple of
Ciod. Everything is God's creation, nothing exists outside of Him. With form and
without formn all is God. However, seen from a certain position there is a veil of
- ignorance, a screen that hides Him. In order to remove that screen, you have to scrub
the temple clean, punify it. The practice (kriya) which will cleanse the body, that is
your duty.

" But the person who is addicted 1o sense enjoyment (which is poison — stow
poison and provides him with a "return ticket™), so long as he is in that condition, itis
like this : when he craves for the plcasures of the senses and does not get what he
wants or the way he wants'it so that he may remain engrossed in enjoying these
expenences, he feals miscrable. When someone yearns for the pleasures and com-
forts of this world and his desires arc frustrated or not tulfilled in the manner he
would have liked it, this is painfuol for him. What happens to the man who is beni on
scnsc enjoyment? It acts as slow poison : step by step it takes him wowards death and
he leaves with areturn ticket te come back to this world. Why? According to what he
thinks at the time of death he is born again so as 1o fulfil his longings. Secn from this
angle. indulgence i the pleasures of the sénses nay be likened to death by drinking
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poison : Tn small doses he has taken poison until he finally dies. Wherte death is, there
the revelation of immaortality is not; and consequently one has to be born again. One
obtains 2 new body in order to fulfil one's desires for sense objects. One appears in a
body, and thus embodied, what happens? God has made certain laws : 50 long as you
go on pursuing the objects of the senses you can never be released from the wheel of
birth and death.

(to be continued)



THE UNIQUE MOTHER

{(Persomal Reminiscences)

(Continueed)
—Miranjani

14.9,63 .

Ma had arrived in Raipur Ashram on 11.9.63. Preparations for the forthcoming
Bhagwat Saptah were going on. Lakshmiji (Tankha) was busy discussing the datails
with Ma. In between Ma commented on the silver throne for Thakur and said, “This
is permanent and so is Thakur permanent too™ She also advised Lakshmiji to take
any expenditure incurred by her for the Bhagwat Saptah from those organizing it.
"Debt is also expenditure. Why should it be anyone else's ? When one has to do
work, then one should do it completely and take the full benefit of it.”

In a conversational mood 5ri Deoban (a forest officer} said, "Ma, the mad man
down the road talked guite sensibly yesterday™ ‘Ma said, "He was an engineer and
learned, why should he net talk sense 7 Then like this. ....... " indicating that
somcthing went wrong, Then.Sri Deoban remarked casuall ¥.” Everything is alright;
only one thing seems bad.” In the samie mood Ma caught him and asked, "What
thing?” All quickly picked up Ma's witty question and langhed. Pushpadi and
Jamunadi sang Ahajans. Ma enquired about Srimati Lalita Deoban,” How is Ma
tuday?” Deoban promptly replied,” Ma, you didn’t enquire vesterday, so she was not
well; today you asked so she has become atright “All understood the light humour
angd laughed. Actually Ma has been keeping a close watch on Lalitaji’s health and
advising her on her diet Like a true Mother, '

17.9.63;

In a particular family young gitls were very fond of making fleral garlands of
vatious types of flowers and ¢olourful combinations and offering them to Ma with
much sfiraddha; love and happiness. Ma oo would respond with Divine Grace,
Love and affection. It was an ongoing /3. The specially beautiful cnes She would
sometimes offer on the Bhagwat or to the pandit. On other occasions She would
either caress them and keep them beside Her or give them to special devotees like the
boy Gopal Dikshit with whom Ma held mysterious conversations on “Light and
Darkness”. He was a yogi in his past life. Sometimes She would even ignore the
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garlands. Ma was very keen that people should listen to Bhagwat Saptak Fath
repularly. In the spiritual atmosphers that was generated by Pandit Srinathji of
Vrindavan on several ocesions Sri Ma was seen showering Her Grace subtly on
Pranis (beings) and drawing them towards God. Ma was known o keep Her physi-
cal distamce from people, but on spiritual necasions She crossed the boundary and
Herself came physically close to the deserving ones giving them Her Spiritual Touch
specially 1o the voung souls in an endearing way, yet very subily, like between Mother
and son or daughter. Sri Ma’s “Touch” was far from anything worldly. On cccasions
by gazing into Her Eyes, one. found Fathomless Infinite Space.

Aftar the Bhagwart She began to walk in the verandah. Her pace was very fast,
vet when She slowed down, very graccful — TSR 3a WA It was a spiritual
experience to watch Ma walking very freely and seli-inconseionsly, covered grace-
fully frorn head to foet. In the light of sunset, the outline of the temple and the noise
of birds roosting created a dream-like atmosphere. It was picturesque indeed, taken
out of the pages.of same ancient poet-saint, as it were. '

18.9.63:

[t was 3p.m. Pandit Srinathji came punctually and sat on the dsar. Ma came from
another direction. Her bhiiva was strange. Her eyes were lnminous yer heavy with
spiritual bhdva, The corners of the eyes were streiched a litte. Ar once we felt we
were 1n front of something Great. It seemed as if the whole universe could be seen in
those two.gyes, Her hair was open. It was a dilemma whether to absorb 511 Ma's
Spiritual Presence or 1o pay attention to Bhagwat. We tried to take in both. Ma
enquered about those not present, Then all of a sudden She smilingly said to me, "(If
you). Come early, (you’ll) get a place in front.” As usual it had a deeper meaning too.
Whenever anyone tried to cut across worldly shackles to come 10 Ma, Ma would
respond 1n an egqually or more inspiring way and show Her All-knowing Nature and
suppurl [rom the Divine, So much Grace would be showered that some of it woutd
flow away unwittingly, regretfnlly but much would, by Her Ahetuki Kripa, cause-
less Grace, enter the bag of the seeker. Ma loosened age old bondages of her devo-
tees and opened their eyes, enabled them to see the Divine Trth or at least have
shimpses of it and come closer to it The divine Mother gave away Harself-Love and
Morherly care. Words are not encugh.

25963 :

As per Ma's direction Bhagwat Saptah and the ensuing kirtan were attended
regularly by most devotees, Ma thereafter was in Her true form and did not kcave the
opportunity to draw the ffvas towards Him some willing, some half willing, some

-unwilling, yet all equal in the eyes of (God. Sometimes She chose to demonstrate Her
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closeness with some and at other times She would encouragingly utter, "Try, Try",
Yet at other dimes She would say, "You must come, you must come.” She would
urge and coax so that the devotee should not miss a spiritually important occasion,
rare in one's life time. Again at other time She would cast a fleeting glance, just at the
right moment, that conveyed secrets and Truths. She had innumerable ways of subtly
conversing and expressing. She would even unhesitatingly dircctly address people
concerned and clear alk cobwebs making the future clean and clear for the health of
all concerned beings.

After akhanda kirtantoo Ma - wouldbeina special bhava, devotees present were
formnare to receive spirirual vibrations directly from Ma and definitely through Harr
loot, when Ma would shower bhataska-(sugar concentrates) ou them all this took
place. Ma's Leela was worth experiecning. It was a joyous occasion #s usnal, She
would dispel {ears, demonsirale the power of gooodness, do special Grace, overal]
vplift the soul to higher levels. Thus ended the Bhagwat Saptah at Raipur Ashram.

{to be cuntinued)



THE DISTINCT CHARACTER OF SHREE MA’S ASHRAM
AT RAIPUR, DEHRA DUN

—Br. Geeta
{rontinued from the Previous issue)

Devi Kanya Komari with Ma

On Her tour in the South Ma had also visited Kanya Kumari. Eveyrone had told
Ma that Devi had worshipped Lord Shiva in the form of a maiden or Kumarn, Many
years later one day Ma was lying down in the verandah in Raipur Ashram. It was
evening. The sun’s rays were touching Ma’s bedy. At that moment Devi Kanya
Kumari came to Ma. There were no clothes or omaments on the Devi's holy statue,
When Ma had gone to Kanya Kurmnari then the Pandas had arranged for the darshan
of this form to Ma, before bathing the Devi. In this context Ma said — “In the veran-
dah of Raipur Ashram of a sudden I saw the same form in black stone as of a small
girl who came and sat. She was sitting just'in an crdinary sans, not is padimdsana or
siddhasana™ She pulled Ma on her lap and sat there. On her face and on her whole
body there was that one word manoa. Ma teo was in the same bbavainternally. n
that oneness Ma sat in the same posture. Who is Shiva? Who is  Shakti Kuman?
Their play they only know:.

That day at that moment a book was lying on Bholanathji’s bed. Bholarathji had
gone for a walk. Ma used to look through books for pictures, just like small 'girls. As
She picked up the book and turned the pages that same One Word Mantra manitested
in front of Ma in the form of light. The book was of Bija Mantra or Original Mantras.
It was a thin book. Bholanathji often used o go through this book. Ma had never
twrned the pages of this book in this manner. Ovtwardly Ma did pot know what was
in the book. Ma only knows Her Lifa

Ma und Ma Kali

In 1942 for the first time Durga Puja, Lakshmi Puoja and Kali Puja were
organized in Raipur Ashram, A special incident teok place on the day of Kali Puja.
Pujawas being performed in the room below Ma's room. Ma was sitting with every-
one in the hall The next d:—lj:’ Ma old everyone that during the Puja at night Ma saw
Kali rourti in the formn of & small girl and that Ma K&l was moving around in the hall.
Kili's colour was blue, Later it was known that Mahad actually seen Herin the same
form in which the Pusarf had meditated on Her.
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Jhoolan 1ltsav was also celebrated in Shree Shree Ma's presence in a speical.
Sathering in 1963,

Matr Satssmg— (sptritual sessions with Ma)

(zirls of Ma Anandamayes Karyapeeth stayed.in this lonety Raipur Ahsram for a
few monthis-in 1942, A this-time many. sadbys aad makatmas were with Ma. Meki -
Matiaraj, Prabuddbanandati; Dharteshanandaji, Umeshanandaji; Paramanandaji ete.
were there, Tiiey too were fond of sa ¢a11g_ In Ma's presence. much satsang used 1o -
take place.

i Yamwralal Bajaj with-Ma ;.

Sri Yansaraial Bajaj, whio was totaily: and singularly dedicated in service 1o the
Fatherof the Nation Mabaima Ganrdhiji and was-his follower came to this very Raipur
Ashramy.im: August 1944. and itook special audience. with Maand received. Her
blessings. He was se impressed with Ma's darsiian thathe resatved 1o buy-land near:
the Raipwr Askiram and ‘make a small hut' and to spend the rest of his life ar Ma's feer,
The Land was: baught too but as destiny woald bave it Yarmmalat -Bajag ji's wish
could motbe fulfilted. Heléft his-body before he conld realise tis wisin:

Tapatays:

Thie 1And swhich wan boughit near thie: Ahram for the purpose of permanet stay of
Iamuralat Bajaj was offered after his-death by his family at Ma's feer: Ma's-singie .
mirded devotes Pandit Farashuramebunilt o Geawiful howse for Shree Shirea Ma's stay-
on that:1and Tt -was named-Tapalaya. Skree Shree Maentered this. l:lml&ng *um:h-
sadhug forthe first time in the month of May, 1948,

Mbun Mandir --Temple of silénce 1

It was-vencrated Bhati's-wish that a Maun Mandisbe hmltm tap of this hail.
Ot hoaring abownt this desire-of Bhaiji, Parashsramii built-a Maus-Rooss on top of
Tapalaya: Ii-was-inaegurated. certmontously. in Shree. Stires Ma's: presence onr-
August 14; 1953: @nseveral occasions. Ma spent time in seclusion in this room,

(to be continized)



SRI SRI RAMTHAKUR
~-M.M. Pt. Gopinath Kaviraj, Padma Vibhushan

(FROM MANISHI KIL.OK YATRA)

(The Savant's Journey in the World)

(Translated from Hindi) |
{continued}

Thakur Mahashaya's personal life-story is quite extraordinary. He used to say
that in the ddhyatmika world, there are only three states, il described in the gross
way—one is Advaita, the second is Chaifanya, and the third is Nityananda. Actually
thesa three states are the three Adi-Purushas (307 T09) of the Chaitanya Sarnpradaya.
Tn this Chaitanya Maharabhu is the middlc one, on one side is the Advaitacharya —
Advait and on the other side is his great devotee Prabhupada Nityananda. Thakur
Mahashaya meant that to enter the Paramdrtia {Highest Good) world, it was neces-
sary 1o enter the advaitabhdva. Amongst the Vaishnava Pilgrimages, this points to
Iagannathipuri, Therc, there are no distinctions regarding caste (=t) or religion
(STfT) when accepting Mahdiprasdda. This is the real indicator of Advastabliava,
After that there is Chaitanya; in Puri Chaitanya shines forth. Kashidham is the
symbol of that. This is the great burning ghat (A, Anandapuri. On living herc,
the body after death turns to ashes for an infinite amount of time. The aéma resides in
the Chaitanya Swarcop. This is the place uf Liberation {inoksha). After that there 18
Nitvananda, that is Vrindavandham. This is the place of Nitya (Unénding) L& L he
bound soul cannot enter this place. Only after getring mokshz (liberation) in Kashi
can a being obtain a body which is not gross—which is Nityadeha, and take part in
this L7, This is the Ananda Rajva(Kingdom of Bliss). Jagannathpurt is the place of
advaita. This is Sar (). Kashi is the state of liberation {mokshadhama). This is
chit. Shree Vrindavan is the place of Bhagawan's Nitya Lifd (eternal play) This Is
Anandadhim (state of Ananda).

Thakur Mahashaya's own life was extruordinary. This has been mentioned by his
devotees in several books. There were a lot of signs of an exceptional being in his
persenality from a very young age itsclf. His birth, his achievements and his tircbhava
idisappearance) bespeak pornarva (perfection). Al the age of twelve, he used to
disappear now and then after meeting with his Guru. Then to the eves of the werld,
he used to stay concealed with him fhis Guru). This period lasted for almost thirty
five years from 1872 to 1907. He became rencwned only after this. Sometimes even
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when he had concealed himself from 'the world, he gave darshan 1o some people, at
times, at some places. This ditl not ceeur during the time he spent amongst people.

I once met a devotee of his-in Puri, who was also his disciple. He described an
theident regarding Thakur Mahashaya In those days that devotee nsed to stay there,
but belure that, he used w stay in Ranchi, where he worked. This is the stary -

At that time a Sadhubabaji had come to Ranchi. He was very famous and was
arrogant. He used to say that he could rouse the Kupdalind by mere touch. Those who
used to come in contact with him were very influenced by him. Amongst these there
was o man who was also known o him (the man who was in Puri later). He used to
sav that just by the touch of thiat Mahatma his Kundading had becn awakened and that
he was able tn get darshans of various Glods and Goddesses, as alza of planats and
constellations, He was also able to see a huge sea of light. Due to this he was very
proud of his Guru's phenomenal powers. Ram Thakur Mahashaya's disciple, whom
I have already spoken about, nn hearing of that man's extraordinary experlences, felt
worricd that his Guru had not shown him anything of this sort. In those days Thakur
Mahashaya was in Bast Bengal in Noakhali. Without giving his Guru any previous
neotice, the shishiya lelt for Noakhalti. On his arrival, after bis Guim had asked him
ahout his well heing, he senthim to bathe, He (the shisfhya) said—"I will not have a
hath, I have come with a guestion. You have given me a manira, showed me the way,
but I have not gained anything. Thereis a mahatma in Ranchi, who Just by atouchis
able 1o awaken the kundalinf, Inspite of being so close 1o your revered feet, T have
not gained any experience of this sort. You have not given me anything.” "That is all
the play of the spirits. Do not pay any attention to it", said Ram Thakur, But the
devotee was not satisfied with that. Bven aftcr a lot of coaxing he refused to have
hath or to have any fond. Thakur Mahashaya on seeing that his distress was growing
satid=="5il down befor: me un uan Zvan " The devoetee obeyed him Thakur Mahashaya
himself sat down on an Fsan before him and teld him to face Thakur Mahashaya. He
then touched the disciple, whio felt something like a lightning mnning theough him.
He wis unconseious for one and a half hours. Gumdeva then felt that his body was
not réady, he was unable to bear the fyvoli (energy). He then withdrew the energy.
The siisiya then opened his eyes and said, "I saw a totally new from of light.”
Thakur Mahashaya said, "T have the power to give but you do not have the capacity
Lo receive. This is an internal thing. Yoeu can only experience this with your inner
being. When it happens it will happen for all ime and in its own time: Before this do
it [al] into the trap of spirits, due to the desire to experience this." Thakur Mahashaya
had obtained the siddhamantra (an empowered and awakened mantra) when he was
achild. When he reached the age of twelve, he met Gury Anangadeva at Kamakhya.
{urudeva was Videha, he did not have a body of flesh and blood. At that time itself
he disappeared with his Guru. As it hds been mentioned earlier, this state went on for
thirtyfive years. The incidents which took place during this time were not known to
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any outsiders, Durieg this periad he spent a lot of time in the' Himalayas, with bis
‘Gurudeva and his Gur brothers. He travelled 1o Kanshik Ashram duting this time
+with his Gurudsva.md shisfiyas. Like Inanaganj. this is a great cenwre for Solbyvauna

sifdband in the Hinxalayas. It was here that Thakar Mahashaya had the darshan ofa
Mahgpurusha with a very tall body  He stayed on in his service for three months ‘He

then went to the- Vasishtha Ashram. Onthe way,; hehad the darshan of Hara-CGaurd

(Shiva:Parvati}in the form of 4 boy and a gifl . He spent tho night in Fheircave. After
-that, ke wag separated: fromy his Guro and his (Crmbhdis, oow he was complately

alene.The Gurn had imentionally performed Hs J83; in ooder 1o ket hizrs 7The next
_day-he: travelted with an- old: man, svho! had 2 red. sandalwoed: (753 (mark: on: the
-forehean), and was wearing z red hibiscus garland.:He-shovwed hism (Rasn i TFhakar)
‘the-way by which he reached Vasishtha Ashram: in a-second. Therc he-was: very
- happy tomest his Guorubrothers.
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CULTIVATE AND INTENSIFY THE SPIRIT OF ONENESS

—8ri Swami Sivananda

There is nowadays, everywhere, a ery for peace and sbundance, for union and
brotherhood, fot cultural revival, social welfate and world-uplift. The world has cx-
pericnced several crises, tried many a methed for peace, used the best resources of its
mtelitgence, but has not yet succeeeded in achieving its ends, The reason may be :
either it is itself not clear about the nagure Of 1ts aims and their implementation, or its
instruments of action are not strong encugh and capable of action, or s methods of
procedure are not very wisely chosen. And, above all, there is that conspicuous ab-
sence of the pivot of all endeavours—God.

Our young men-and women aie led away by the venteer of a spurious civilisation
and blinded by the glamour of material prosperity. They are unable to understand
what actually is meant by God and religion. God is the never-dying and the never-
 diseased Being, That iy the support of this ever-dying and ever-diseased shallow
world! How can this constantly changing universe have ever any value except on the
assumption of a permanent unchanging Substance? How do you aceount for his
veaseless aspiration in man for perfection, if that perfection does not exist? The
transient nature of the world and all bodies and the unceasing inner aspiration for
perfection and peace show that there must be that unending perfection which is Peace
and Joy, and which must be underlying this perishable, objective world. This Eternal
Conscions Perfection 13 God, and the method of reaching Him is through self-purifi-
cation and spiritua) perfection. Hatred for religion is nothing but pure puerility rooted .
inignorance and lack of proper sense: _

The true meaning of God and religion should be infused into the hearts of all who
have got mistaken notions about them. Peeple should abandon the idea of thinking
that Ged is some big anthropomeorphic being sitting on a throne in a far-off heaven
above the clouds, and that religion is praying to Him for personal gains or for punish-
ing the enemy or bowing to'hs fmages in temples. A universal joy-infusing power of
absolute religion should take possession of the hearts of ull in its real and essential
meaning, There is no other purposein life if it is not to attain this absolute Perfection,
this absolute Peace and this absolute Joy of the Eternal Being, which all, directly or
inditectly, seek, and which can be possible only when people understand that all
conceptions of God and aspects of the One Supreme, Immaontal, Infinite, Fternal,
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Divine Presance, and that all forms of religion arc the aspects of the Gateway to that
One Truth. The proper knowledge of this fact shall correct all errors of I fe and shnw
the method of bringing peace to the world, of making humanity perfect.

The solution for world-peace lies in complete spiritualisation of the outlock of
mankind. The art of approaching this perfected condtion does not lie merely in
talking or acting through the body. It lies in self-purifiction, earnest aspiration,
faith, sincerity, neverfailing perseverance, broad toleranice, moral power, ‘truth,
renunciation of selfishness and subjugation of the inner passions. Without these
requisites, all endeavours shall end in frustration and failure. Any effort for a sustain-
ing peace ather than this, however mighty it may be, is sure to be attended upon with
failure, Peace derived through finite means can only be limited. The means must
therefore be infinite,

Spiritutal conscicusness is eternal, It is the only permanent trait in marl, hnwev ET
subconscious 1t may be. This dormant trait raust be made to manifest in every bumuan
'I::Emg through vigorous campaign on a mass scale. The initiative must come from the
public bodies and from philanthropic-minded individuals with sufficient economic
resources. This education must be all-inclusive and compulsory, meant for E:'\-‘E'.r}f’ﬂﬂﬂ
There is no other way,

Behold the Self in all, Here lies the solution. For, one new considers uthars as a
part of himself. He who knows that the same life that throbs in the innermost recess of
his heart indwells in others toe, can dare not harm anybody. For, if he dees harm
anybody he harms but himself. He will not look down upon others with mntémpt or
with hatred, for no one likes himself te be belittled or hated: This spirit of oneness
must be cultivated and intensified in every human being. Let us not call oyrselves
even brothers, as this conception is uet yuite enough. The only ideal must be homo-
geneous oneness. In a fray one might injure his borhter, but under no circumstances -
would one wish to hurt himselt. When 2 person out on to 2 robbery feels thatheisto -
rob his own hard-carned wealth; when one assigned to kill another person belonging
to 2 rival community fegls that he is but to kill himsclf; when a nation set out t.attack
another nation feels that it is actually exploiting and slaughteting its own people; only
then will the inner vall o desist from these vile, savage and inhuman acts {;ump This
sense of oneness must become part and parcel of one's charactf:r

Develop universal love. This will surely help you to live peacefully with 3il men
and all creatuies. Love and peace are inseparable. Where thera is love, thcpq 15 peace,
and where there is peace, there is love.

Beholding the Self of all beings in one’s: own self, the indivigual-becomes
fearless. Objects of the senses do not delude him; misery and suffering do not afflict
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him, He becomes an inseparable part of the whole creation and the absolute
conscéonsness. He has neither enemy nor friend to call so in the worldiy sense; his

microcesmic personality merges in the niacrocosmic oneness, He perceives unity in

diversity, harmony in disharmony agil concord in conflict, He cannot bear to see the
sufferings of the afflicted, and is, thereforc, nccessarily a humaniturian and 2 selfless
servant of humanity. He does not dare o accumulate unlimited weath, as his con-
science would ot allow thar, ashe knows that thercby he is keeping other manites-
tations of his own self in want and poverty, He dare not become a totalitarian and
suppress the fundamental fredoms, for he knows that thereby he is choking his own
“voice, his own varied expressions and is outraging his own liberty, the very process
of cvolution, If peace is to be achieved, at least this should be the ideal of every
individual, every society and every nation. The course of action should be through
1ndi viduals, because it is they who have the power and who form the. comm unity,
society and nation. _

Idealism shouid not be allowed to overwhelm practical courses of action or self
effort. Practse you must. For, without practice tere idealism and harping over a
glorious heritage will only weaken one’s self-effort (Purushartha), and will-power
shall take leave of him. Therefore, the ideal of oneness must be transiated into action
in day-to-day life. .

May unity be our centre, ideal and goal! May we all attempt to secure an imnor-
tal lif¢ of supreme joy in the unity of consciousness! May that Brahman, the om nipo-
tent, omnipresent and omniscient God, guide us and enlighten the path of unity, and
remove the cbstacies in the path of our realisatdon of the oneness. May the blessings
of the Almighty Lord be upon us ail! May we all earnestly endeavour to bring about
unity amongst mankingd!

Curtesey — Prof, NF. Shukla, Scerstary, Drivya Jivan Sangh, Ahmedabad,



ASHRAM NEWS
From the Editnt:’s Desk

Dear Anandaswarup Brothers and Sisters,

In this quarter of the year there are very important lunctions which take place.
The most impottant of course is Shree Shree Ma's Janmotsava culminating with Tidhf
Pujiwhich was for a long period this year from 3 May to 20 May. We shall make an
atternpt to give you a close look of at least a few of these.

Shree Shree Anandamayce Sangha, Vindhyachal
(April 2012—March 2013)

{A) Regular Activitles — _

{i) Daily pujas of Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee and Narmadeshwar Shiva were
perfomed.

(i) Charitable homeopathic dlspensary was run with the help of two doctors and
- one "Sannyasi’ regnlarly while another doctor occasionally treated the patieats. Five
compounders helped in distributing medicines. During the year, 7464 patients were
treated free of cost. '

(iii) Almost every Sunday, Safsang was conducted.

(B) Occasional Activities —

() On 89" May 2012, Shree Shree Ma's Fanmatithi was celebrated with
Shodashopachar pufa, pﬂduk.-: abhishek, Homa eic. Anna-prasadwas distributed to
the devotees.

(ii} On 3 July, 2012, Guru-Purnima Utsav was performed with shorashopachar
puii of Shree Shree Ma, paduka abhishek, Knméari Pujfa, fecding of 9 Kumaris and
Vatuks, Homa etc. Akhanda Matri-nama fapa was conducted from sunrise and
Namakirtan, Chandipath and Geeta-pathetc, were also preformed. Annaprasadwas
distributed to a large number of devotees.

(iii) On the occasion of Sharad Navaratri (from 16 to 23% Oct. 2012) puja of
Shree Shree Chandi Devi was performed duly and every day Chadipath was
conducted according to Shastric norms,

(iv} Geeta-Jayanti was duly performed on 23rd December, 2012, A number of
devotees took part in chanting the Gieeta from the be gmmngm the end.
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{v) Maha Shivaratri (10" March™13) was celebrated in a befittisng manner, Many
vafis performed  puja throughout the whole night (four praflar times). Bhagwat
bhajan was performed and Shiva-Mahimna Stotra and other Shiva-Stotras were read
with due devotion throughout the whole nmight.

Muktansnda Giriji's Sannyasa ltsav

On the 14" of April the Sannyasa Utsav of Muktananda Giriji was celebrated
with great love and respect with puja, bhajan, kirtanetc, in the Ashrams at Kankhal,
Kolkata, Ranc:h1 Delhi and Varanasi,

Vasanti Pu Ja-\’ﬂmnul

Askiltnd artiste Banshi Pal was selected to make the statues of Durga, Lakshmi,
Ganesh, Karlikeys and Sarswati with Their vehicles. He no doubt did his job
superbly with the holy soil from G'mcra The Divine Presence was equally well
miused into Them by the expert and experienced Pujari Abhijit under Jayadi's
direciion. The dhak players had no smaller a role te play, The asheam vibrated with
the holy Presence of Durga and Her family. Everyone whether young or olg was
fully involved. Tt was a new experience for many. It drew a crowd from Kolkate, Ma
Durga's murty (statue) came alive. Ma's dityana before Shodashopackdr pujd, was
memorable; many devotces felt Ma's powerful Presence, which sent vibrations of joy
through them. Tn the evening there was a cultural programme everyday, started by
Kanyapecth music teacher Ratna Rai's proup of voung girls who danced to a siutifor
Ma Saraswati. 1t was followed by a beautifully ce-ordinated song and dance
programme on Jai Jai he Mahishasurameardini’. Then Kanyapeeth girls presented
group songs, stuti and solo to Ma Durga, Last of all three expert classical singers
trom Bangiya Samaj, all ladies, sany praises to the Devi, each one in their own
mclodious style based on ragss.

Une day three devotees came from the ashram of Balanandajt and his disciple
Muohananandaji and did Ajrean. Kanyapeeth girls worked hard to serve bhogto the
Devi. Prasgd was distributed daily and received with great devotion by all. On the
Dashami (10" day of Navratri} the Devi was given a tearfud send off, Some of course
felt the presence of Ma Durga in their hearts forever. In this way Vasant Navarfitri
Utsav was cocluded with devotion and love for Ma Durga,

Mecanwhile Aunapurna Puji on Mahashtami was performed with equal love
and dedication.

Shree Shree Ma's Jayanti Utsay _
Qur heloved Mother Shree Shree Ma's Jayanti Utsav culminating with Tithi Puja
was celebrated in all the ashrams of the Sangha, hut more eluborately in Kankhal.
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Haridwar. The common features were (Chandf £Fth, Kumari pujd and vatok puja,
sadhu bhojan (feeding of sadhus), phandird, name yajna and, 10 top the list,
Shodashopachar pujZof Shree Shree Ma. Tt goes without saying that atthe Sarnadhi
temple. Ananda Jyvoti Peetham at Kankhal, celebrations were menticulousty prepared
and cxecured. Devorees and Ashramites specially gave their heast and soul to make it
a memorable cvent which would fill the hearts of all participants. All brahmacharinis,
brahmacharis and Sadhus worked seltlessly {or Ma. All their efforts culminared in a
befitting manner with surrender at Ma's feet. Shree ShreeMa too manifested Herself
in many ways. Overall the feeling was of closeness to our Divine Mother. Rencwned
Sadhn Mahatmas were invited who gdve theirbestin their speeches. Another special
feature at Kankhal was the traditional Rasa Lia performance initially inaugurated by
Sri Hari Baba. It was performed between 23 May and 27" May.

Other Celebrations :

A special programme held ar the Kishanpur Ashram "Kalvapvan”at Jehradun
was the Shodashopachar puja of Sri Rama Darbar on Rama Navarni.

At the Uttarkashi Ashram, on the occasion of Shree Shree Ma's Tithi Puja,
special puji was offered to Ma Kali installed by Baba Bholanathji and Ma Herself.

Tn all the temples of the ashrams statuc installation day was celebrated on Akshay
Tritiya. Akshay Tritiya was celebrated specially at Varanasi Ashram with special
pujfa of Gopalji, Shivaji and Y ogamaya, Bhandara was given to 24 sudlws. Shankar
Tayanti was celcbrated specially in Kankbal. On the Janmatithi of Baba Bhotanath,
special puja was offered at local temples; distribution of fraits in hospitals and food
distribution to the poor were done by all ashrams, Nirvan Tithi of Bholanathiji was
celcbrated on May 18, Special Kumari Puja was done on the occasion of Buddha
Purnima.

On June 1% all ashraras locatad on the banks of Holy Mother Ganga offered senti
and speical puja after the holy dip of Ganga Dashahara. "

JAIMA
The Editorial Board.
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Br. Tanmayananda, Agarpara Ashram



OBITUARY

Ma's devotee Br. Tanmayanandaji (Hirooda) who had surrendered uncondition-
ally at Ma's feet is no longer with us. He became one with Ma on the 4th of May,
2012 at a ripe age of 97-98 yrs. Br. Hiroo was the only son of a rich Zamindar of
Saam Grarmn of Kumilla District in East Bengal/Bangla Desh. He was in the fourth
year of his studies in a Medical College in Chittagong when his destiny made him £0
to Narayana temple in the same district whete he had bis first darshanof Ma. A preat
Love fur Lhe Divie Mother rose in bis heart and he desired o forego worldly plea-
sares and wealth and become a mendicant. He took shelter at Shrec Shree Ma's feet
in the first half of the 4™ decade of the 20th century. Ma accepted him i the Ashram.
Hiroo da was the first mantra Shishya of 108 Muktananda Giriji Maharaj. He had
given his service at many Ashrams like Ballygunj (Kolkata) and Kishenpur
{Dehradun). He uscd to perform pufa at the Shiva temple and Matri Mandir in.
Kishenpur. Not only this, he had performed a uniyue function as pujari during Ma's
Janmotsav in 1959. When Ma, instcad of lying down i Bhéva as vsoal, was seen
walking, the pufari continued to perform his doty and completed the Aratl. His sister
Iyoti was in Kanypeeth and eamed niame and fame for herself. Later she joined
Grihasth { house-holder's) Ashram. He took the name of Tanmayananda after he com-
pleted Naishthik Brahmacharf Vrarz. We all remermber his single minded devotion
towards kirfan, e gave himself totally to whatcver he sang and transported his lis-
teners (0 a higher world. After Brahmanandaji {Vibhuda), Tanmayanandaji was given
the responsibility of singing 'Hey Bhagwin' during Samyam Mahavrata which be
carried out very efficiently. No one who visited Agarpara Ashram can cver forget his
dedicated enthusiastic reminders about Ma's Lilg, Shree Ma's sayings and teachings.
He regaled children with stories of Ma. Thus he brought cheer to all,

His last journey too was beautiful. His last wish was fulfilled by the Grace of Ma
and the farsight of Her devotees. Though he was admitted in the ICU and was on
ventilator, insightful and caring devotees bronght him out of the ICU on the 3rd of
May and took him to Agarpara Ashram. Therc was kirtan the whole night. All the
pujas und BhAog next day and Bhandara went obstacle-free, smocthly. Only after
everything was over, even so that he was given Ma's prasada (made to touch his
mouth) digd he finally leave his mortal body for a Divine Abode at Ma's feet, Gur
frandmato such a fine soul.



