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MATRI VANI]

Man Unnks he 15 the doer of lus actions, wlale actually everything 1s managed
from "There ", the connection is "There", as well as the power-house -yl people
say ¢ Tdo "How wonderful it is ! When in apite of all effort ons Filz w cateh i teadn.
does this not make it clear from where all one's movements are being diveeted
Whatever is o happen to anyone, anywhere at HH}-‘ tirmw, s all fixed by i His
aTaE cnents ane perlect,

w5 EH H LM

The Infinite is contained in the finite, and the finite in the Infinite, the Whots 1a
the part and the part in the Whole. This is so, when one has entered the Great Sirgam.

L] * * i i

(. how heantiful 1s the law of (God's creation! o yoo oot know the feeling of
delight, of deep bliss, when in o new way you experience a glimpse of Him. the
clernally noew!

E H E +

A stage exists where the distinction between dualiny and nop-duality has no place,.
He who is hound by a particular angle of vision, will speak from the stangd point that-
happens to be his at the time. But where Brahman is. the Onc-without
second.nothing else can possibly exist. You seperate duality from tmh-dualir}f b
cause you are 1deniificd with the body. which means you are i a condition ol cun:
LD WHNLILE.

1 * iz W

Bestdes, 10 bas 1o be pointed out a iGthrougl sense-preception of any kind
anything arises which ts not THAT alene .then this is due to avidya I you say
“there is only one Visnu”, when you do not behold tim everywhere _vwhat have you
wecomplished? Again swhethir you say 5abda Brahma hence Brahma,or whethicr
v call iU Visow or Siva-—these are only various manilestations, necessary along
dithient dies of wpproch, Thius all names are His oames, ull foines Fles togins. all gaal -
tics His qualities. The nameless und formless is ulso He alone. .

3 # = * i

Suppose you have modelfed a doll in butter, whichever aspect ol it you may
sieevey s shape  peculatity .o appearaace-butier it remaing. and nothing but buter.
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As bulter is one indivisible substance, by division ity integrity would be 1okt thns
divsion is impossihle.

i 1 L] wE =

very woll: you call ransient that which pever stays fixed any where.do you uut 7B
whist does not stay? Who does not stay ?who comes? Whao goes? Change wansfor
mation-—What we they? Who? Grasp the rout of all this ! Everything passes away L
is to say ,death passes away—death dies. Who goes and whither? Who comes and
whentee! This ceascless coming and going—what in essence is U7 Who? Again,
there is no guestion of action,no guestion of coming and gaing;where docs birth
come inn. Where ceath? Ponder over this!

£ * 4 3

it is yiwur nature 1o crave for he revelation of That Which IS for the Eternal for
wuth, for limittess knowhedge This is why you do not feel satislied with the evunes-
cenl. the untruc, with ignorance and limitalon. Your true nature is to yearn fox the
revelation of what you Are.

* * = *® *

‘The beauty of iLis Uit main's very nature is 10 loag 1or reality, Supreme wisdou
Divine Juv: as it is his rawre w returm home when the play is aver. The stige ol the
play is His, the play His as well, and so ate those who take part in it Friends and
fellow-beings-everything is He alone.



SHREE SHRELL MA ANANDAMAYEE PRASANGA
' —Late Amulya Kumar Dutta Gupta

[Translation-—Sanjoy Ghosh]

Date : 18 April 1946

AL about & A M. in the morning Ma along with 1laribaba and his band of
{ollowers went to Shahbap. The Jhaw trocs which had the aroma of sandal were
showry o Hababra and his disciples. All were astonished au thes happening of an
amazing phenonenon. Harbaba commented that he had scen the same species of
Jhaw tree in Punjab but those trees did not possess any such aroma, Khukuni didi
narrated that Ma had said that as a result of extensive nembirian a1 Shabbag ropether

‘with thought of divinity the fhay trees have acquired such divine aroma of chandan.

Arnulyada gquestioned why the ather rrees of Shuahbag have not undergane the same
change. Inreply Ma said thal as in case of human beings all humans are not capable
of adopung the sanwe fevel and gualivy of divinity so is the case with rees wio. That is
lhe reason why some trecs have adopted material changes while the others bave
remaired upaficcted despite being grown in the same place and sharing the same
clinate, _

From Shahbag we went to visit the tomb ot the Arab Fakir. Ma accompanied by
her devotees sat around the tomb of the said Arab Fakir. One Maulavi was present
there. As it was Thursday hic had come to offer candle and agarbati (o the Rakir. A
conversation tollowed about how Ma had seen” the Arabian saint and how She had
come o the srie ol has 1oub aud recited Namas here. The Maulavi also narrated che
hearsay about the Falar Sahib. He said that in the past this parr of the garden was
covered by forest. One day the Nawab visited this garden and saw to his surprise
bakir a strolling in the garden ou the back of a tiger. O ineeting the Nawab the Fakir,
without giving any opportanity to the Nawab to say anything. said, "Go and see whi
is thore a1 the gave of the garden”. The Nawab immediately left for the garden gate in
sulenin oboedience to the command of the Fakir. However, on reaching the gate the
Nawgh could not see anyone. On his retum e the garden be could see neither the
Fukirr or the tiger. It appeared to him that somebody was lying down in the earden
totally covered with a white sheat. The Nawah lifted the white cloth (o find no one
there. The Nawab was very much astonished at such an incident. It occured (o him
thit the place where the white cloth lay must be a mm.f::df_nz' of some meahapurush and
gecordingly raised a manument in honour. Infact neither did any Fakir in mortal fonn
ever lived in this garden nor was there any samcdhi of any Hakir.
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The Bepom Commandant of Pronseer Corps. Sri. Jamim Mohan Chatopadhyay
wils 5Tl a2 shahbae. He had secured a new employment ar Coochbehar, On hearing
the news of arrival of Sree Ma in Dacca he had stayed back at Shabbag to meel Sree
Ma. Frorn Shahhae Sree Ma went to Siddheswari. The history of Siddeswari Asheain
waw piciated 10 Hatbaba,, Haribaba was shown the ofl painting of the Saint Sumerban
Maharaj and other notable articles of his . From Siddeswari Ban Sree Ma retumed (o
lhe Ashram.

I the evening there was a performance of Rumayan song. The famous couple of
singer hrothers "B Bhai” who have accompanied Sree Ma also porformed singing,
The sard singers axc famows in Kolkata, They alse performed well here,

19146 (Friday)

Today Ma accompamed Harnbaba to Dhakeswarr bari . Haribaba was desuols
1o visit the narable places of Pacea Ciry. Far thes reason alone Ma has aceompanied
Haribaba, Ramayan (fan was again performed inthe evening. Namkirtan aceompi-
nied by peth continwed through the entire day.

The devotees who have accompanied Haribaba perto: m dramance acts lor shon
spans of (tme. This performance is known as tda. Sree Sree Ma said that no special
make 0p of costume is needead to perform the fila and also there 18 no specific tme or
place for performance of such events. Suppose Haribaba 1s going to some place ac-
companied by his devotees and being dred and exhansted has taken raefuge in the
shade of awee. The {ifg commences under the tree then and there. The sule objective
af the devutees in performing such fifa 15 to cotertain Hanbaba suitably as Hanbaha
by nature 18 4 very serious person, IF Haribaha occasiomally grins and smiles as a
resull ol soeh Hie partormance it is deemed o be a perfomance ol success by the
devolees.

Ome of such fifos commenved at 9 P.M. to night. The story ran as follows— A
Guru visited the house of one of bis disciples, Thanya'. On his armival at his disciple's
house be started w worship bis seferam:shila’ As Dhanya was a gwerla (milkoan}
by caste he knew nothing about puja performance. Fascinaed by the action of his
Liurte he also urged woperform geafa by timset! like his Gura, The Quru however
discouraged his diseiple windulge i sueh brahmanical rites net befitiing his caste.
Ax thie disciple was adamane i1 his intention the Gure gave him a piece of stone and
saed, “Accept this stone as your God. You are expected o bathe your God and offer
bhoga and afler vour God has accepted your bhoga yom will accept the same as
prasad.” The Guru left after discharging the command. Dhanya started performing
puja from the next day with great enthusidisin. He performed the bathing rites by
washing the stone with water and offered chapeairis as bioga and implored his God
w0 acoept and eat the chapairis. But his God, i.e. the piece of stone, did not accept the
r:hn;:r,rrh.ra'ﬁ a8 Hhrega. Dhanya BN very sad aehis. He said, "When my Guru olfers
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YOu Hhoga. you readily aceept it. but why are you not aceepring the same readily
new If you do not accept this then 1 will also retuse o cal." However, no TESPONSCWAS
obtained from the end of God. Then he wrapped his God. 1.e. the picee of stone, in
his turban and feft for his work. He also fasted as his God was also fast] ng. The same
wvent was repeated the tollowing day. He fasted for séven consecuive-days. God
wus impressed by the devotion and faith and revealed Himself before His devoles
Dhanys was uverjoyed. He fed Bhagwan and chatted wilh Him as a close friend. O
the assuranes that God woald perfovm all his daily work he appoduted Him wo rear bis
herd of cows and supcrvise the agricollural field. God continued 1o discharge e,
responsibilities thustupon Him by Eianya,

Some ume clapsed. Dhanya's Guru revisited his place. On meeting his Ciury
Dhunys commented. "Gury, you gave me such a Bhagwan who initially
refused 1o eat any food. For Him alone [ had (o fast for saven days." The Guru
replied. "Fool T Does God really eat ar aceopt food? His a practice (o place food at
His disposal lor some time. Bhagwan cats.or accepts. foad by this methed.” Dhanya
sanidl, "This 15 not frue. Bhagwan accepts and eats food normally tike the humans "
The more the Guradisbelived Dhanya. the more he continued Lo affirm conlidentty
what he belteved to be true. Exasperated the Guru said, "if you are able to make your
Bhagwan meel me then only ¥ would believe your story." IPhanya said, "Bhagwan
has gone with the hierd of cattles to graze them; anvway | can cail Him." He pro-
ceeded Lo call Bhagwan, Althoagh Bhagwan came He retnained invisible to the Gura,
As the Gurd was unable to visualize Bhagwan Dhanya roquested hagwan o ap
pean bulore his Garu, Bhagwan said, "Y our Goru will not.be able to visualize me in
rhis birth because he has neither taith nor devotion,” But Dhanya reuained sdamant.
He continued 10 say, "Tnless my Guru visualizes you he won't believe that 1 huve
et youl, Henee yoo must appear in frant of nly Guru”™. Bhapgwan sind, "If yon make
your gurwe sit on, Your lap then only he can visualize me”. Dlanyas complied cXactly
with the God's command. On visualization of God the Guru began to chant devo-
tional hymns and hugged Dhanya repeatedly saying,” By obuaining a disciple like
you this inferior persen is liberated fronn thie montal bondage of the mundane world
and is able lo obtain mpdki"

The Jifa lerminaced at thes point. Both Dhunya and the Guru perfotined excel-
lently. The spectaiors were cxremely pluased at the performance. Al the conversa-
trons woene in Hindi. Abhay transalated the Hindi text and expliined it 1o others.

{ta be continued) |



MOTHER AND HER PLAYFUL ROLE

—BBhaiji

W hoever has watched Mothes's bright lace ever radiant with a smile, Her child
hke simplicity, Her playul jokes flowing from a heart ever brimimng over with joy,
inust have been charmed beyond measure, In all Her words and expressions, in Her
every glance and geshie. a sweemness reigns, the like of which cannot be found
anywhere else. A divine perfume always emunutes from Her body, from Her every
wreath and from Her clothes and bedding. When She sings. drvine thoughts and ideas
wetl up from the inmost fuuntain of our hearts. _

Cownpletety free [rom all ties, She lves a life of detachments ke the serene e
sky above, lar away from the world below,yet shedding its calm serenity over the
things of this earth. and producing heavenly reflections upon lakes and tanks as wel]
as npon a small bow! of water. She envelopes all created things and draws themn
closer aud closer (o Hor heart. She recognizes the play of one absalute life in the
peoples of all races and creeds, inevery animal and plant and looking upon all beings
a5 ripples of one universal bliss She treats them with equal loves, 1o gard and sancrity.
Mo distinetion of high and low, rich and poor, colours Her vision.

Mother always xays,- There is nothing new for ing o see, hear or say” Snll we
Find that even the comnmanest tifles absorh her atention to a degree that makes one
inclined to comparte her 10 a child enchanted with a tovely doll.

There is nu end to Her playful frolics with Her devotees.On one accassion they
desired 10 see Her dressed np as Sri Krishoa as a boy and aiso as a youth on the
thershold of adelescence. The devotees combined to dress Her up. There are two
pictures showing the two diffrent roles. How striking are the expressions of Mother
in those two diffient poscs! The beanty of Her face reveals the charm of Sri Krishoa
a% u child und when srowing inwe youth: 1t is really inconceivable from what hidden
sources such a divine gluw shone forth to give 1ler looks so much tenderness, Her
forehead such a peaceful and a gracious expression, Her face such a halo of purity
ind sweetness and Her limbs sach light supplenesss., 1t is not only uncommaon but
supernatoral and beyond all precedents.

A photo of her smiling face as boy 17 Krishna is seen. In her hearty laugh every
fibie of Her being joined and danced asit were. Those who were present at the Lime
could sec the glow of & sacred lighe that illumined Her lgurs, such & purc heany
laugh could hardly be found in & human being. The photograph very impertectly
discloses only a fraction of her aciual expression. Wherever Mother goes, Her pres-
CICE CATTIES AN eXguisIe Sweetness pervading he thoughts and ideas of people flock-
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ing wround her. Whatever might be the nature of vne's thousht, one feels pleasently
surprised  find one's mind heing purified and refined by ber subtle influence. The
sight ot 511 Krishna awakened motherly atfection in Yashoda, inendly feelings in
Sridama and Sudama and seltless love 1o the hearts of the milkmuids of
Briajadham Mother's presenec too induces different phases of devotional love and
adoration.in diffrent souls.

i'rom Her vory infancy She has been playing vpon the mainspring of human lite,
Her comrades knew no joy withoot Her company . Whoever came in touch with Her,
children youth or old people.were so charmed that they would often ask when
parting, ' When shall we mest again'? Wherever She happens to be a joyous mulrinde
assemblesia wave of intoxicating deliglt stirs hundreds and thousands of inen and
winnen with a new inspiration and their souls dance, as it were. in response o her
sweel words and expressions. The moment she leaves a place it (eels empey.lt was
alzo noticed that people who, seeing Her dishevelled clotted hair, Her sloventy dress,
und careless ways, camne W look upon Her as an criatic woman and  tried to avoied
Her presence, yot ingpite of themselves could not take their eyes off her.

Countless and mumilold are the uncommon powers thal are constantby manifesr-
jng themselves through Her playful activities. When She was yuestiuned about them,
She used 1o say. " This body is always in the same mood, without any change what-
cvur, your atttude alone leads vou o consider any particular phase as ordinary o
eatravrdinary. "She added.” The universe 15 a Divine Play, you have a desire to play.
and hence  in all playful  activities of this physical body,— in its smiles and
trolics. vou interprer its wuys wccording 1o your own light. Had it assumed a grave
metionless posture, you would have stayed away from me. | earn to merge yourscll
m Divine Joy, ioall lts manifestations and you will reach the finad goal of all play.
Do you understand 2

What 1s beyond the experience of the ordinary person is called extraordinary . To
him who has dissolved all thoughts and emutions into the one absolute, supreme bliss
of Atmat, which sometimes takes on the role of an individual being, sometimes of
Lihwer or Supreme Ruler of the universe or sometimes of the Impersonal Absclute
- Brahman,—all these phases are but the casnal manifestatons of ome sell inin-
aled Divine Play Mother has no desiges, ne likes or dislikes. Sometiiues supernatural
pervers piay thedr part inarousing devolional attitude or awakening prous thought in
Her devotees. Sometimes their exiremely prayerful siiude induces corresponding
manifestation in Her simple behaviour. Mother says,"This body is like a drum; just as
you will baat iLit will produce a corresponding sound. 1 find thae there is but one
playful masier ~tune ringing through the whole universe.’

ITaken (rom Mother as Revealed to Me — Bhslljl |

*



RAM NAGAR, RISHIKESH,
SAMYAM SAPTAH

Sri ITari Bahaji's Kirtan

Ma saltty joins in the singing of -
"Chn Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya, Jal Ram, Siva Ram”. |aler Ma sings a song

ol Maha Prabhu

*Lord of compassion, Oh Merciful Gaur, You will bave o reveul Yoursel["
The Maharani of Balrampur had eurlier expressed a keen desire to Rani Sherkot

to hear Ma sing and naw their ardent wish was fuililled.

Pandit Sunder Lal, a devotee and a tearned scholar, asks, "Ma, what does one do

when one wishes o surrender oneself™?

1%

bl

To whinn does one surrendoer 7

To God. o onc's chosen deity, 1o the Guru, the alina (self) within onesclf,
Chrere is only one Brahma and no other, therefore the surrender is 1o onesell.
© Where docs the ego go?
Ma

E is absorbed inlo one's own self. You keep concentraling on the cgo, I, and
mine and Lhus court sorrow and distress in this ever changing world.

[3u when the desire for the Ultimare Reality arises, by surrendering yousell,
the salf will be revealed by following the regular routine and disciplines.

For this is the Samyarn, w discover who you arc in reality.

But your enlire encrgy and strength must be concertrared wwards the Revela-
tion of your True Self. You alone and ho other.

He Who is one's own—God aloig—Surrendering oncself 1o onesclt.

FHow docs one gei engrossed in the name of God ?

By the constant repetitton of Gos's name. As you keep on digging de::pu and
dueper. at last water spurls forth, By constant iTicuon fire appears.

During the morning meditation Ma saw Sree Mahavir( Hanumanji} lying ia the
Shav Asan, also Sree Ram, the one in two forms, Mahavir and Sree Rumand a
small child, Ma said : "Thas to the bunks of the Ganga only thosc who were
destined to come were able w come.”

18.4.59

Q.

Why have we come here for ihe Samyain Vrata?

Ma: The banks of the Ganga, and the influence of Rishikesh arc there so that the Rishikesh
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Rishikesh which is within vou may be revealed and the Ganga of Divine knowl-
edge that is within you may pour lorth.

Lakshmiji : During the meditation Iheard a pigeon's sound,

Ma :

{Laughmglv) what deep meditation! In some Puranas the atma {self} is referred
to a» a pigcon.

Anather said : 1 saw a snake,

it :

Under trees, some great soul may be found in the form of a snake.

Anothier : T saw an old man with a whize beard siting near Ma.

Ml

As long as you are absorbed in worldly matters i iy not passible 10 have visions
of divine saints and scers; as the attraction of the world declines and you prac-
use intense religious disciplines, forms of the Divine will appear and you wall
be blessed with divine insight,

© Who was the man in white 7
Ma

You vourself - One is to realisc that God alone 15 in all forms and there is no
other.

: Why is the darshan (revelation) for such a brief interlude?
Ma;

For a briclinterval of time your mind was intensely concentrated on the Divine.
God has net withdrawn Himself. The vision 15 in accordance with the intensity
of your concentration.

As one wears glasses to correct one's vision there is a stage when one's gaze 15
fixed constantly on the Divine, Samyam is for attaining chis state.

What iy there 10 {ear! _

There is no other. In all forms you alone are there.

- Il is God's wish why is all this happening?
: If you feel a cetain person has a very good job and think, "Why didn't I getit?

the reply would be that it is because he deserved it If a cnld 1s 1lF and the
mother gives it just a light scup it 13 because the mother knows he would not he
able to bear rich feod. In God's dispensation there is no partiality. He gives 4
10lt, alittle pain, to tum your mind towards the Eternal.

To think all this is mine, children, etc., is the way to death. Turn yoar thinking
to the conviction that all this is (od's and you will become immortal.

&



THE MOST GRACIOUS PRESENCE
GRI MA ANANDAMAYEE

—Bithika Mukerii
Yoi. VLI

The Coming of Paramananda

Alter the death of Bhaiji Sri Ma had "seen” the face of a young sadhu in a vision.
1 seemed (o her, "One has gone, another is coming”. She somenmes visualizeed tu-
wure cyvents in this way. In the summer of 1937 Bholanath had met Puramananda on
Hpe road i Trent of the Kisbenpue Ashran. Bholanath iecognised him as the young
sadhi he bad met previously at Utarkashi. Bholanath invited, hin 10 and ibwrodueed
him to 8o Ma. She recognised the face ol her vizion. She !\-:1](.1, "I you ever teel
inclined you may come to me wherever | am.” Paramananda acknow iedged the gra-
cious invitation but ight ihen he was not prepazed (o settle down anywhere, He weanl
huck to Uttarkashi, He fived for many vears in Gangotri (sumuner) and Uttarkashi
twinterd practising his sadhana and studying the senptures with the learned mahst-
ias. notably Pevigigji Maharay, St Ma mel him agan at Gangotr {VMay 19391
Afler ahoul sit oonths of 1his meeting Paramananda came in search of her [0
Vindyachal (January 1940) and quietly joined her corourage.

Swami Paramananda in ime became one of the managers of Sri Ma's bectic and
conlusing affwirs. It became bis operous duty to create order out of chaos, make
inprompts arrangements at odd camping sites, provide provisions and il necessry
cook large meals for the ever increasing crowds mitling round Sri Ma. He had an
uncanny knack of overcoming obstacles and making something out ol nothing,
Swamijl was alway gratefully remembered by Sii Ma's cutourage of young women
4 Lhe last resort When it came (o pucing up the mosquito net for her at the end ol a
long day and very often ina very inconvement place, us for cxample. an open Crace.
the roof of a barpe, a lawn nual a devetec's house. Swamiji would come and sonuwe
how find suppons where none were visible before,

Bhaiji in bis tune had somenmes taken the inivative and suggested modes of
truvel or courses af action w Bholanath. Unless S0 Mahad a different kheyala these
would be carried out. Now Paramananda waited en Srj Ma's kheyala never puting
himself forward for any decisions big or small. Lately Sri Ma had got into the way of
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saying, "Croand ask Paramananda. " Swamipt would listen to the proposal or contro-
versy and give his opinion (as far as he was able) trying to align it with Sri Ma's
kheyalaior or againstil. Very rately be suggesied disciptioary acton againsta few of
S Ma's wavward retinue bat she was either 100 kindhearted or i1t was not in her
svarupd 1o take offence or tind fauk, Onee she had said, "I T wore w take note of
shorteemings none of yvou would be able to s1ay here (in her vicinity). But karma
Lakes 1ty et 1ol

The Political sveme :

The decade of the lorties was cracial for India as welk as the-world, Furope sof
fered the Second Word War and India the ravages of political unrest. rions, the trun
cating ol its land and its altermaath, S0 Ma's presance on (he 03] ol India a1 the ime
excrciscd a calming and benign influence, the magnitude of its ¢ffects, no doubt, wiil
be appreciawcd by later generations.

S Ma weni back to Bengal in February. She came o Puri where a new Ashram
hael been built near the beach at Swargadwar. She also went to Kheora later in the
vear; from there she went to Siddheshwari to grace the occasion of the instaliation
cergmuony of Shivalingam it the Ashram, The "hollow”™ was now hidden completely
uqn_iﬁr the Shivalingam.

Froan the viflages of Benpal 5 Ma again came away w Raipur, Dehradun.
She visited nearby places. The Zamindar of Doonga, Chaudhury Sher Singh, was a
devoles. she visited this remote estate with a small group of people, Doonga was like
i furest rewreat for everyone. '

Indian leaders intensified their demand for freedom. All political lcadery of the
time. sooner or later, came to knew Sri Anandamayi Ma and to a lesscr or greater
degree camied away the memory of her vibrant prescnee. In retrospect, one factor
emerges distinctly with regard 1o 511 Ma's reception of politically important people.
some of her devotees had hoped that she would speak w them about national or
internanionil afFatrs. But we see that $n1 Ma never deviated from her main theme of
engaging everyone's arttention on God-remembrance, the highest calling tor man.
She listened attentively to evervone, was quick to appreciate the various aspects el a
political situation, showed care and concern tor the efforts made by patriotic men and
women, She. however, remained singularly untouched by the eddving forces of temn-
poral power. The oneness she spoke of wis not a message, it was she heresell, She
saw g other. neither as 4 person, nor a provinee nor a country : how shouid she then
address herself to a conflict situation?
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It s happened that during the war, an old gentleman asked her about it and
whether it would affect the fortanes of India (Kishenpur Ashram 1941). Sri Ma broke
out in one of her loud ringing peals of Iaughter (artahasa), She said, "Is there a war?
1t requires {wo to fight, docs it not? How cun there be a war without an enemy? Is
there more than OIne, that there should be two contestants 7 The war vou describe is a
clapping of hands by the same Persae.. Pitaji, why do you worry? Try 10 accept
whatever happens as 1 manifestation of the Divine!

The decade of the Forties saw an unprecedeated influx of young men and women
i the Ashrams being built al]l over the country by devotees for Sri Ma. Many of the
futurernseaties and nffice-hearers who were close to her came around this time. Swarup
Rhai {$wami Swarpanandaji) and Prakash Bhat (Swami Prakashanandaji) were
two friends who came to visit apd stayed on. Shailesh (Shivananda). Kosum
i irvanananda). Subodh and Bhupen, the four brothers from Allahabad, joined Sri
B’y enourage from time to time. Bharatbhai (Swamt Rhaskaranandaji} came as a
young man and stayed on. Tapan (Nirmalananda) began as a student of the Vidyapeeth.
Panuda and Mrinmayda originally came as mtors in the Vidyapeeth. They were all
followed by athers. Bibhuda and his sister Binduodi were seen in 811 Ma's company
repubarly. Bibhuda became well-known as the singer who could nearly always in-
voke S0 Ma's kheyala to sing for the congregations.

Creher names which should be recorded here are Shobhan Brahmachari and Hiru
Bruhintachan who were both fine singers.

Among St Mua's earlicst girl companions was young Buni 1o begin with. Buni
was joincd by Bilas (Udasji), Swarnalata (Billoji), Savitri ( Kshamadi) and Renu. The
younger sisters of Renu, Kawna and Bithu, were soon joined hy Chhabi. Moni,
(iind. Tara. Buba and Sati and many others. )

Allthuse sludents clustered round Sri Ma doring vacations. All visitrs pradually
bepan 10 beeome familiur with Buwi and Renu as St Ma's regular companions.

During the years 1941-42 S Ma also came in close contact with many people
who were tolally involved with their country’s affais. She displayed the same equable
acceplance of (heit tolal devotion on the one hand as in the case of Jamnalal Bajaj or
just respectful obeissance on the pant of many others, '



"YAGNOPAVITAM PARAMAM PAVITRAM"
—35.N.Sopory

[t was after a fairly long sojourn in Calcutta that towards the end of 1949 Matagi
visited Jagannath Puri for some time. The: visit, if I remember cortectly, was arranged
by Shri Bindn Niogi of Calcutta, an old devotee of Mataji. As my wife and [ weie
remaining close to Mataji those days we took permission from Her to accompay Her
tey P,

The Pur Ashram located on the sea level was merely a two roormod dwelling
thase days with simall narrow verandahs on rwa sides. No one had. gone there for a
long tme and the only inlubitunt of the Ashram was an old lady, mother of Dasuda,
whois the master of ail trades in the Sangha at present. The locality ol the Ashram is
known as Swargdwar, on the sloping sea beach. The cremation ground is jusi next to
the Ashruin. :

On denaining at Puri Station | saw a Station Wagan Taxi and immediaely a
thought arose in my mind that how nice it would be if we could take Mataji for an
outing in the Station Wagon. [ booked it immediately. On reaching the Ashram I wock:
the first opportunity to request Mataji to accompany us Lo places like Bhuvancshwar
and Sakshi Gopal and take an oating the next day. Mataji readily agrecd. This in-
volved two unusnal things, firstly [ never used to approach Mataji direct]y with any
such request and always consulied Swani Paramanandaji or Didifi, even so Mataji's
reply used ro be "Jo Ho Jai" and bardly ever a definite ¥es or No. In this instance She
said "yes” without the slightest hesitation and both Swamiji and Didiji felt surprised
und somewhat disturbed that | had taken sanction without consulting them, as ac-
cording to them Mataji needed some rest for a few days after the steain of the hectic
programme at Caleutta. However Mataji's consent given to me remained unchanged
and the next morning Swamiji, Didiji, my wife and myself started with Matuji for the
tip. There was one more person with us in the Station Wagon and that was Swarn]
Kitshaanandajt who used to do kirtan "Prem Se Hari Ka Naam Bolo". He also had
accompained Mataji 1o Puri and had been put up in a small thatched hut next to the
Ashirum. We stopped at several placed on the way and Didiji gave Yul Phal (render
pabimdraity and Dahi o Maggs. We visited Bhuvaneshwar and other places including
the Ashram of Gangadi's Guru Maharaj. it was a most wonderful and.en jovahlc tip.

On the wity Mataji wld us so many stories aboul the old days: my wile had asked
Mata)l whether the offerings made by us to Pitds {ancestors) during Shradha vte.
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reached them. and Matap had explained in some detail that it was definilely so.

Just before we were aboul o reach Puri Ashram at the end of the wip, Swani
Kiishnanandaji told Mataji that in reality this trip to Bhuvaneshwar and Sakshi Gopal
ulony with Mataji was in answer to a strong desire he had felt while comung to Puriin
go with Mataji to these places. So, the readers will see that as soon as the 1dea 100K
shape in the mind of Swami Krishnanandaji, Matajl knew aboutitand also transmit-
tedd it 10 my mind ereating an vverpowering arge to request Mataji for the trip.

Inn fact il was all to fulfill the wish of Swami Krishnanandan.

During that period Mataji's visits to Puri became guite frequent and we 100 userd
1o take Jong weekends off wy visit Puri. On one such occasion Matar asked me il [
was wearing a Yagnopavit or had discarded it. I felt rather guilty and explained thal
previcusly 1 was wearing the Yagnopavit and also used to do San dhya rcgulariy, bu
at that ime | was not wcaﬁngix, Mataji very swectly-and kindly said that some time.
at somne good holy place, T should pur it on agadn. 1 promised to do so and made
muntal note of it

Nexl woeek-enel. as usual, we were in Puri and 1 mennoncd w batigl that as
instrucied by Her 1 was going to Shei Jagannathji's Temple which was such a holy
pluce, and would put on the Yagnopavit thére. Mataji appeured 1o be happy und
approved ihe idea. She called Didiji and asked her to give me a Yagnopavit and also
to write out the Mantra for reciting before pulling it on,

After that my wife and I took a rickshaw and proceeded to Shri Jaganuuthji's
Temple. There we did the usuzl Pugja and thea 1 recreved the appropnate Mantra and
put on the Yagnopavit given by Didifi, No sooner had L pat it on thun 1 noticed one
broken string of the Yagnopavit dangling in frontof me. | was shocked and felt very
upset considering it a bad omen. 1 rushed out of the temple asking my wifc to leave
immediately. We sat quietly and without exchanging a word we reached the Ashram.
The road level near the Ashram at Swargdwar is much higher as the Ashram is al-
most at scu level. According to the daily routine Mataji used to be sitting in the sca-
vide Verandah of the Ashram at that ime aé Bhagwat Path used to 2o on then. On
that particnlar morning Martaji was standing alone in the verandah facing the road, as
it waiting for the arrival of some one. It was like a split second liming as we reached
there just Lhen, As we walked down and were near the Ashram Matayi did not say
any thing, or ask any thing, but just beckoned us by the motion of her hand to go to
her roont. She followed s and elosed the doot.

{ hurriedly wied to relite the story to Mataj., but she did not appeat to avach mach
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wpontance to what 1 thought was an ill amen. She merely ealled Didiji and asked her
il she had another Y agnopavit. Didiji said that she did bave ancther spare one as she
had prepared twa.,

Didiji went to her 1oom and brewght the Yagnopayit and tried 1w open it w give
it to me. Strangely the Yagnopavit got entangled and the more Didiji tried 1o dis-
entangle it the more it became Jike an entangled mess of a twin ball. She oot 50
Irustrated that she did not know what to do, and in a gesture of helplessness she just
threw the knoted ball in the hands of Malaji saying in Bengali "12o what you like", It
appewed that Maraji was just waiting for that thoment. She merely took the Yagnopavit
in bier hands and ever so softly, and without any obvious ctfon, just pulled the strings
which upened up nicely as if nothing had happened at all. As 1 watched in armnaze-
ment She put the Yagnopavit with her own hands over my head and accross muy
shoulder. Bowas then thiat it dawned on nie that this was what Mataji had in mind a)!
the i but Like an ignorant man I was going clicwhere to look for a holy place and
o chanl Maneras,

What Mercy | What Kindness
What Love!
What Kripa ! What Daya !
What Khyal. ... !



ABOUT PURI ASHRAM

For information of readers © My danghter Aparna completed her M.B.A 1
College of Bhovaneshwar in 1996 and about March/April my wile and son
accompanicd me w Bhuvancshwar to join her at her passing out, Being so close o
Puri we made the trip to visit this Holy City, the Jagannatchji Temple and Muaagi's
Ashram there.

From old memories of Purl we searched lor thie Ashram on the sea beaclt, We
wete however notable to locate it. Enguiry elicited that the sea has receded abowt a
kilonweier o nore lcaving the small ashram inland with o narrow lane approaching it
throuph a market place around it. So. we made our pranams al the Ashramn i the
changed scenano and carried away fresh memories of Puri.

#-------—_____-_-_-------—_-

b

b

nihatya dhdartarasiran nah ka prich syaj janardana
pdpam evd §ravedasman |hatvaitan  dtatiayinaly

In slaying the suns of Dhriardstra, O Janardana, what good
will come to us? Only sin will overtake us in slaying these,
though they be reprobates and confirmed criminals,

”
‘I'-_--—-—-‘
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SHREE SHREE MA ANANDAMAYEE

Yol ¥1
[Trunslated by a devotee)

—{Furupriva Devi

Wednesday 25 May, 1935,

Today we reeeived Shachibabu’s letter. He has returned o Kolkata ou Mouday
He has writtcn, "[had gone to Ma for rwo days. [had experienced so much joy, even
in those two days. Ma had fever duting those two days, Now She ts well " Today
Swami)i hus given diksha to two people.

Thursday 26 May. 1938 ..

Bhupaticlada bas written in 2 letier, "In the Dhaka ashram, a site is w0 be conscercted
e the momary of Bholamathji. Ma has pointed out a cerlaing place for this. an people's
insistemgee,

Tuday through Yopeshdada's letier, it waus known that Ma is well., There 15 some
pitin in Ma's hand, though. The bhandara (foast) went off well on Saturday. Ma will
probably 20 somewhere else quite soon. There 18 no other news in particular.

There has been torrential rain and very suong winds since yesterday. In spite of
this, the ladies had no prablem in coming to the ashram. Today too, they came to the
ashream o do kirtan.

There is never any obstacle for Khuki {Nagendradada's daughter) to come for
kirfan. She experiences a preat deal of yJoy duning Lirtan. Khuki, Belun and Belun's
Mother do £irtan very well. That s why onc of thom plays the harmonium and sings
the hatne and the others sing together with her. The ladies decorate Ma's photograph
wilh sandalwoeod and garlands and sing &frion in ront of it Kano Bratnnachari as
stared (0 do gfrten with the boys on Saturdays. Bach Samrday. the &irtan of "Ma
Ma™ i sung without a break for 24 hours. Kuladadada starts the prfa at the Mandir
tromn dawn. Afier reciting frorm the seriptures, and alter the havan, he goes to his
office at Lt O¥elock. Nowadays, he eats fruits and &heer. Kanu does the Shiva puju
and carries on with his own stodics, Atul Brahmachan also stacts work at davwr,
eoaking, performing puje of Ma's foorstonl. He also does the pafa al Siddeshwan.
All the work in the ashram is carried out with repularity.

Kalachanddads and his old mother have come and have been living in the asliram
for the last six months. Kalachanddada, after Iooking after his mother, cleans Ma's
cottege and [ooks after the accounts of the ashram. Brahmacharics arc forbidden
even o louch moeney, Some of the devotcees of Ma, who are householders, on
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returning from office, come (o the ashram. Fhey wash their hunds and face and si
down w0 do fape or meditation in Ma's cottage, ar in any of the small tooms, Afier the
evening araff s performed. at the end of the kiriun, on everyone’s depurture there is
an almesphere of profound serenity and purty reigning in the ashram. For one thing,
there is the importance of the place isell as well us the silence of the huge field

Friday 27 May, 1938 ...

.'i'l:_mlsmrm and the raen acg continuing relentless!y. It seems as if everything will
be swept away 1n spite of this one or two persons came to meet us, Today, there 15 no
news ol M

Saturday 28 Vay, 1938 ..

Ty is Amavasya (newmoon). According to the usual rules, wday laie at night
Knladudada perfornmed worstup of Ma in the temple. The storm and the rain have
subsided somewhat afier dusk, A few persons bave come Lo partake ot prrasadd. Shri
Hemchandra Nuag's wife and Dhicendrababu’s mother bave come 10 pertorm, puja
cven al ehis time of night. They were sitting in the verandah of the wemple, witching
the pojer and doing jepa. At ahout 12,30 midmight everybody had presed and went
home. Today in the evening we received a letier from Manik. In the ketrer dated
Jyeshtha 10th, be had wiitten, "ILis possible that Ma will go to Massourt next. Wednes-
day.” 1t 15 =add that She will stay in the Arya Samaj Dharmashala. Virendradada,
Bhupatidada, Abhay, Iasu and Ruma Devyi are accompanying Ma, T may also go
with her, Ma has sent Nishibabu and Mausiii (aunt) to Solan and Godavari to the
Sevashrarm in Haridway. In that lecter Shri Shiv Shankar Kavirag has written. "THdi. |

“am going to Dhaka today with Nidhu, There may be a dclay of 2-3 days on the way "
There 15 nu other news,

Sunday 29 May, 1938 ...

1i oeas hoped thar Shri Shiv Shankar Kaviraj would arrive today. but he did not
come. We had decided that we would leave for Kolkara tomomow, but we wanted o
know all the news about Ma from Shn Kaviraj. That ts why the jonrney was put ol

Monday 3 May, 1938 ...

Amulyadada and Charudada (the lawyer) came this morning. There was tatk
about Ma. After that, a lorof Tadies cane and Hirandich alse arnived. She 1s feeling a
Hurke upset. She does noi like being a hovscholder. Her mind is always restless She
wanls to be with Ma. She has begun observing austerities. You feel angry with the
person whom you love a great deal. You sutk and even burl blames on that person
~ reparding her food hubits and her life in generat. This has happened due to her attrac-
tion towards Ma, Shc says, "If I cannot meet Ma then I shall not be able to lead a
househiolders's life. After this, 1 will myself leave the house. Tavill pay no heed 1w any
obstactas " In the afiernoon, Yatinbabu's wife, Shri Manomohan Nivopi's wife
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Nugrndadias wife as well as the wives of Shri Varady Sen, Amulyadada, Akhilbabu,
Hoembibo, Kuladdada and Dhirendada's mother and other ladies came with their
daughiers, These ladies come evervday. They feel very happy even to meer me,
They talk abour Ma and perform kirfen. We all satin the kirtan hall. A lot of gentle-
men had also come. They satin Swami Akhandanandaji's room. Bhupatibabu's wife
is very unwell. She had come in spite of that, even though she is in such a stase.
Everybody was talking abour Ma

Anulyadada's wife said something and 1 liked # very much. | can not help noting
it down Wiale talking she said 'See, IMdi. we olten feet angry with someone we
love. That is why today | went into the pufa room and talked quite angnly o Ma. |
satd. Mo, why do You create so much restlessness i the heart, if You wre nm going
to give darshan? Since Yau have created restessness in we, give me Your darshan,
Atlcast inake me experience Your nearness. It trully, sister, there is so much restiess-
ness (0 the heart, that Teven forget abour my davghters and my husband. There is
such an emotion arising for Ma, that 1 become very restless. "1 was entranced by her
witds und by her bhave. Honesty and seratghtforwardness scem to shine forth (rom
fer. L have beard iany people saying, "We do not know what Ma has done for ns,"
i feel like telling them what | have heard just now. Nowadays many persons are
expericncing this kind of #havain greater or lesser degree. Many people are Trylng o
lead a pure life in their own houses. Some have even succeeded in doing this. Shiv
Shankar Babu has not come cven today. The day of our departure has been post
puncd. sinee we cannot leave withoul kaving news about Ma in detail from him.

Turesday 31 May, 193X ..,

Shiv Shankar Kaviryj has atrived this morning after his visit to Manikean), we
hisvi: hoeurd news about Ma from him. We have come to know from Manik's letter
that Ma has gone 1o Mussoorie, There is still pain in Her hand. Day after tomorrow,
on [9th Jyeshtha as 4 rememtbrance of the date of Ma's lcaving Dhaka. the ladics will
offer satiless Ahog. This takes place every year. 1tis Babydidi, who is most diligent in
carrying this eut. It was decided that we shall spend the day here and leave for Kolkan
the next day. (20th Jyestha, Friday) Tt was due to the people's request that we shall
say e oo the day of the dhog.

Wednesday 1 June, 1938 ..
‘There was nothing special to note down.

Thursday 2 Junc, 1938 ...

This mornieg some tadics arrived after raking hath. This-bhog is given by the
Rayastha and Vindya ladies endy. Stoce they cannot cook rice, pulses ete, for Ma,
they cook saliless vegetables and pureey and offer them 1o Ma on this day. Whether
I because they cannot always do this, or for some olher reason, a great deal of
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eagerness is seen in them on this day. Thoy arc very happy today. Afrer cooking the
food wgether, they offered it in front of Shree Ma's photo atone o' clock at imdday .
After that everybody had prasad, Prased was also distnibuted at night. About a hun-
dred and fifty people got prasad and the ladies performed kirtar 1n the even ing.

All the people were exprossing somow since they know that we are leaving w-
momrow, They werc cxperiencing a lot of love towards one another because they had
got together at Ma's teet. This attraction towards one another seemed L0 be grealer
than the auravlion vne expericnoes towards blood relations. This is wihy Ma says,
"['he spiritual relationships are stremger than those forged by binth.” In tact. s is
what I see the way the Shaktas from this place try o rendel service to us, the amooit
of trouble they experience while coming to the ashram everyday o meet us: L 1N
difficult to receive such selfless love from our own retaiions. Only the tics ol dharma
cun be s¢ beautiful, Tverything is so beautiful because it 15 Ma wha s at the root of adl
this hond. Evervone remained in the ashram G late night with us. Everybody includ-
ing the vouuger girls sat with us and told us everything that was troubling their mids.
Kuladadada's younger daughter said on leaving, "Khukunididi. do not torget us,
retyen soon, O.K. 7" [ am speschless and enchanted on sceing Ma's grace v every-
thing that is taking place. She showers Her grace in so many diflereat ways. We are
hlind, so we cannot see or understand this, Tomoreow is Shashthi pufa. Tt
15 why some people werc unhappy that they would not be sble to come and see us
oll.

Friday 3 June, 1938 ...

Hirandidi arrived very eatly this morming, She was not able to sleep at all last
night. She left all her work and arrived at dawn. Afler some time Nugendada came
with his danghter. Gancshbabu's wile has tinished her pja quiekly and came.
Manompehanbabu's wife is not in pood health, In spite oi this she has come in this
heal, somewhat out of breath. A lotof other peopte have come, including Amutyadada
anc Shiva Shankar Kaviraj, Yatinbabu's wife, as well as some other Jadies are unable
o come, They huve sent leters expressing their sadoess . We starleol on our JOUrney.
Kanu, Jatu, Makhan (Chinlaharan babu's son}, as well as some other boys case with
1 10 the stativn to help us board the truin. Hirandidi had already left before we left for
the station. We saw that Atulbabu (Bhramar's father) and Charubabu {Bhramart's
uncle) had come o meet us ut the station. Hirandidi and her davghter RBelun had
come again. 1 had noticed that Hirandidi's restlessness for va had become very areal;
since she had not met Ma, She was nor prepaied Lo let e go. Once is oot ahle to
predict the way Ma's grace works on our 1jves. Sunitididi { Babydidi's sister-in-law)
came with us uplo Narayangan).

{1ir be continued)



MEMORIES WITH PANUDA

Anandita Sen (Rinil

Wien Gunita di told me thar Panuda was no more. many memaorics came nishing
buck and Helt guite dumb. Ieould not imagine Ashram, particulagly in Varanasi, and
Kanyapecth without Panuda. 1 did not realise that it would be so difficult 1o share' my
vxperences with Panuda as | struggled to find the right words. My altempt here will
be very skeichy as I am overcome with emotion and a deep sense of loss.

My tryst with Jul Muabegan very carly in my life when 1 lost my father and ny
mother decided 10 go (o Varanasi 1o my grandparents. My mashi {Pushpa di) was
isuuraental in our coming to Varanasi. Though | could sense that somethin 2 wias
wrong, 1'was tue young to understand the change in my life but felt very secure near
L M and Kanyapeeth becams my second home. I was showered with immense
love and atfection by everyone, My mother was very keen that T ger pood education.
rnore specifically education that was imparted in English and she picaded with Jai
Mot show the way, Jui Ma entrusted Panuda with the esponsibility of finding the
flght pluce for my schooling, My tirst impression of Panuda was one of a VETY S
pecsun and | remember being very quict when he ook me 1o Smith ray School for
ucdhmssion. 1 remember W this day when he ook my hand and walked with me to the
schoal affice, Efelt cared for. Thos began my long journey with Panuda.

Ny carly fears over, I found it very easy to talk to Panuda helped by the lact thar

amuda was extremely fond of me and he would make allowances for me even thog oh
he wus known o be a strict disciplinarian. Panuda becarne my mentar and cven in
thuse eurly days irupressed upon me the importance of studying hard. My impression
of Panuda was that ol a person who was in control of any sithation and who cared for
all who depended on him. About four years later we moved to Chandannagar bt |
kept in ouch with Panuda duough leters,

Puininy one of my visits to Varanasi Lhad the oppurtnity o caich up with Panuda,
Since he was not rushed for time, he wld me about his own education and his as pita-
tions when he was young, When he met Jai Ma, he was preparing w appear fur the
Crvi] Services and the efflon cominued even after he carne to the ashram. Then one
day. Jar Ma chanced wpon him studying and asked him. "Ekheno ki icche aache
baba?" He said that at that very moment he ok a call and gave up his efforts on
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realisiing that Mawanied hio o spend his Bfe 1o a different way. He said that though
nuny o hig;;_ﬂicgc inates wenl on w become 1AS ofhcers he did not regret his
decision. Having old me this, he inspired me 1o aim for Civil Seevices and §remem-
her how happy he was when L was selected. With passage ol ume [ haven's been able
L keep in reeular touch with him but informed him of CVETY IINPOrTant event in my
bz

Panudi's passing away s o personal loss for me. [ leel oy though 1 haves Jost
sopesne who | oonld nnem woahenever | sanbed,

e
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MEMORIES OF PANUDA
—Mohua

Fremember rraces of Panada's name to my ears when 1 was stiil a child, 1 had
hitard abowt him being known as a very strict ashramite with an o plront atitude.
Instances of people avoiding to wven tread the way where he would be, would trickle
Y MUY s

Sometime later, events jed to gelting acquainted with him, thou gh not se deeply.
I happened to start writing whenever I could, for Ma. And with SONICONe's
supgestion my writings were given to be published in Amrita Yarta, the Guarlcrly
magazine ol our Sangha,

By Mua's grace they were found to be publishable. and Panuda would keep
asking me for my contriburion o the forthcoming ecition.

There would be time when | wouldn't be writing for months together. Then
whenever we would meet, Panuda would sinile and ask me o a hummorously
reprimanding tone, "Why nothing from you, you have becoms (0o bu Y NOW-a-lays.”.
W would just enquire about each other and nothing more.

He would be found siiing in the enclosed passage outside the ashram's oftice
whenever he was at Kankhal, In the initial years of knowing him when [ was younger,
1 would wonder and think that he must not be knowing me and would wry to pass by
or the sy, But he would notice me and brighton up with a smile. He would stari
asking if I have written anything new. He would always ask me w keep writing,

Knewang that he has departed is really disheartening. That he is no longer amonest
us 1% really sad. 1 was a pleasure 10 see him sitting in the verandah sametimes. in afl
white. wd other Limes going about bis work so dedicdtedly and trelessty. His stern
viice will no longer be heard piercing through a room full of people, dirccting soine-
one with sume task.

The void that the departure of Panuda as an ashramite has created will be irre-
placeable. We all will be troly and deeply missing the person that he was.



GOD A5 LOVE

—Late Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar Datta Gupia
Kaviratna, MLA,

(iod is owve, say the wise. But it may be asked ls not there also Law, the narural
antithesis of Love, which rights wrongs, decrces penalties, and upholds the mozal
arder of the werld? 8o it has been said in the (3ita that the Lord incarnates Himselt
from time to time in erder to protect the good and destroy the wicked fun the rehabili-
Lation of dharmaa. Here certainty the Lord speaks more ol Faw than of T.ove as the
raisond’ etre tor His direct personal intervention in the alfairs of tis world,

S0 here you have Ma Anandamayee come to give you the much needed spirituad
suceout. A tiny peacelul village in a remote corner of remote Bast Buneal distnet,
Tippcra {Tripura). was clected w have the glonous priviledge of first receiving Her
on its lap in the holy month of Vaishakha of the Bengali year 1303, that is, 3 ol
April 1896 AL,

jlere the reader will kindly put up with alitde digressian. The disirict of Tippera,
like most East Rengal districts, has long had a preponderatingly Mohammedar:
population. mostly descendants of converted Hindus. But when Mother was horn,
there were as yot 00 base communal fechings rampant in any pat of Bengal and little
religious, acrimony. Indeed there had been a few well known and estegmed members
of that community in the Tippera district who sang of and worshipped the poddess
Kali. Tl house where Mother was born was surrounded by houses of Mohammed-
ans, mostly illiterate peasants, and wis some years later purchased and occopicd by @
Moharmmedan family, Mother in Her childhood used frequently to visit the houses of
those Mohammedan neighbours who all loved and liked Her, as She atso had u soft
comer of Her heart for themn. No religious scruples were violated. At one tune the
reversd Ramani Mohian Chak raviti (later called Pholanath ). Mother's lae husband
wits etupluved as keeper of Shalibagh, & garden at Ramuna, Dacca, belonging to the
well known Nawab Family of that town, He had his quarters witlun the extensive
compound of the garden. Mother had alrready attracied many devotees who per-
formed Kali Puja within the garden without any ohjection raised by or on behalf of its
swners. Indeed some members of the Nawab family, both ladicy und gentemen,
soon learnt to appreciatc and respect Her, There was within (he ¢o mpound of Shabbagh
the geave of o siddha fukir suppused Lo have hailed from Arabiz. On one wecasion
Mother had the Khevala to go guite close Lo the prave and at once Fell like perforinig,



WUHL K% e . by, 2UELE MA ANANDAMATYED AMBIT VARTA 25

namaz, uttering words She knew not of what language. A Mohammedan worker in
the garden saw all this & soon a repart of the incident reached the cars of the owners.
They came tn great curiesity and the ladeis among them earnesty requesied Mother
1o repeat the performance; and though She a first' declimed, the oid feclitg cume
upon Her apain when She was taken by them 1o the vicinity of the grave. They
recognised that She was repeating portions of the Quran. Mother gave oot later th
the long. long deparied Fakir had revealed himscll to Her with a disciple in his coen-
pany at Bajirpue, the former place of Bholzrath's employment. and iuvited Hery o
come and stay in Shahbagh where later She again saw him.

Another long depairted saint, oot a Mubammedan, who also played somne, though
nat fully revealed, part in Mother's Lila, may be mentioned here. He followed Mothoer
e twe not very attractive form of a cobra at Vindhyachal (U Py and Daoccs and
lastly when She was soing in u boat glong a river in Tippera Distict. He also was
accompanicd by o dizciple. He bit a toc of Mother's foot ar Vindhyachal, and al
acca meekly aliowed her to tread on his reptile body. Ahout the bire Mather said
baler thar i Bad been no more than a caress. The saint had been interzed at a spot in
Ranina Ashram which later was chosen to be the sitc of Mother's Ashram in Dacoca,
The Sniake was given architectural commemoration and honour round the top of a
sl emple erecred over the spot where the mortal rernaing ol the saint were sup-
poscd trbave been bured. A lingam wus installed in the temple,

‘Fhe whole of East Bengal and Pacea town in particalar, falling someycars later
NG the jaws of arabid communal spirit, it is small wonder that the above ashram has
not been spared by the fanatics and this was in spite of the Fact that Motwr was beld
10 great respect not only by maity members of the Nawab family of the town but by
many uther highly respectable persons belonging o the Mobamimedan Lf)mmumty
there as well as elacwhere,

(am excerpt)



SWAML NIRVANANANDAJI MAHARAL
PRESIDENT OF SHREE SHREE MA ANANDAMAYEE
SANGHA

On the oceasion of the 62nd year of Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee Sangha on
Nth May, 202 during Shree Shree Ma's Janmatithi Pooja Swami Nirvananundaji
was cleuted wnanimously as the Presidentof the Sangha. This is the first occusion in
the Sanuha's history that an Ashranite Reahmehan Sannyasi was elected tor Lhis post.

Farlier highly capable administrators who had made their mark in the world had
heen elecied as President plus those who had saintly charactenstics like Solan's
Rajasaheb "Yogi Bhai'.

Swami Nirvananaodaji was born on March 31, 1922 in Allahabud, U.P. They
were five siblings-four brothers, all devoted (o Shree Ma. and one sisier. He lost his
mother at the tender age of 7. He is a highly qualified person with a B.S¢ from
Allahabad Gniversity and M.Sc from 51 Stephen Cojlege, Dethi U mVC‘l"‘ilt'v' _

He hid Shree Shree Ma's danhan when he was 20 yrs. of age in 1942 Since then
he devoted his life to Shree Shree Ma, Both he and his clder brother surrendered
- themselves at Shree Shree Ma's feet and never looked back. He was appointed s 4
teacher in the hays, school, Vidyapeeth, in Almora with his brother Shailesh
Brahmachari as the Principal. However, Brahrmachari Nirvanananda pretered to be
near Shice Shres Ma's holy prosence, He participated in ihe Saviti Akhunda
Mahayagna in Varanasi for 3 year period, then had the privelege t© ‘travel with Ma
and Haribaba on the South [ndia tour, Having perceived a simple and'pure spintin
Kusum (Nirvanananda} Brahmachari Shree Shree Ma selected him to be trained un-
der the expent Karma Kandin Pandit Agnisvarta Shasui (Batuda). In this way Shree
Shuee Ma changed the life of the intellectually inchned staden ol chemieal science
t that of the Chief Pujari of Shree Ma Anandamayec Sangha. In s role he per-
furmed very special Pujas of Shree Shree Ma on several occaslons — specially the
IJamaond Jubilee Birthday Celebration in Varanasi in 1936 when Shree Shree Mu
wass efiveloped in Divine Bhava and no mortal would dare to come close to Her
vibraat and charged proximity. Such Pujas took place on an annual basis on the Titht
Puja occasion and during Sharadiva Navaratei. All those who have witnessed these
Tujas Imw e felt upliticd to adifferent world alogether. Knsum Brahmachan became
one with the deity and the Puja, Shrec Ma showered him with blessings and
nwtherly allection atter be brohe his long hours of fast cach time, Pruring 1962 Purna
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Kumhbha Shree Shree Ma initated Br. Bhaskarananda, Br. Kusum and 8r. Tapan
inw Naishthik Brabmacharya for 3yrs - 4 life of dillicult Tupasya and thereafier they
were known as Br, Bhaskarananda Br. Nicvanananda and Br, Nirmalananda, Shree
Shree Ma nourished them sprrtally throughout the 3 yrs. After Shree Muktanandaji—
Shice Ma's mother, left her mortal body, in 1970, these three Brahmacharis were
s1ven L responsibility of 'giviug Diksha to Shree Ma's devotees in Sluee Sliree Ma's
Presence.

Br. Nirvatanandaji took Sannyasa. thereafter trom Mahant Shri Girdhar Narayan
Puriji a few years back and stnce then he is addressed as Swami Nirvananandajl. He
15 the seniormost saint of the Sangha,

All devotees ot Shrec Shree Ma are joyvous at the selection of Ma's heloved son
Swami Nirvananandaii as the President of the Sangha. We pray for bis good health
s long il in service of Shree Shree Ma.

f

. "Set apart a few minutes definitely each morning and
l evening for divine contemplation. Dedicate this brief time to ||
i Ged, wholly for all time to come. No thought, no action of the
world, should  encroach upon this brief span. Keep up this

pracrice long. Once the habit gers seirled in your soul, you
would feel a call from the above at the appointed time and a
mysterious flow of Divine Grace will stir up new srength in

every filre of vour being.” b

ﬂﬂfaﬁ'i Darshan (English Edition)

|
|
k& L w_.___‘-_g}’i"l




ANANDAMAYEE

—Richard Lannoy

Ry the fime | mat her Anandmayee's ‘genions’ went into her public and private
giscourses as well as her en-going meelage of innumerable sadhikay. Her laroe
fellowers included many distinguished and impressive people. Becouse they had
known her. and each other, for 4 great many vears and had witnessed many
extroordinary scences associated with Matyl there was 2 vast repository of oral
history af the disposal of anyone ltke mysalf who was interested in the anecdolal tevel
of solively a scene Ilearnt more abouat India's living spritual culture in this way than
by any other means. by own anecdotes are few: Tinglude some here 1o arnplily what
I think my photographs express more vividly.

Puring the 39h birthday celebration in Almaora , o very larre number of people
gathered diily for sasang, the ball would be absoluely packed. In the morning.
distinguised speakers gave talks wiile Anandamayee sal w0 one side listemng There
wits always a pile of recentlly olfered {lowers bestde ber on Uwe dais and T walched
her one day playing with these flowers abstractedly while someone sang bfuifani.
She selected one partivular handsome bioom, a big dark red dahdia, so dark that st was
ablmost black. She stared o smooth dossm it petals and sway from side to side, shak-
ing out her bair which had been coiled wp on top of her head. Now she went into a
wild Faave, she hesell darkened and the sirvcture of her head became aotoeably.
different. The bhava was somehow secretive, indrawa, particelarly when she began,
with accolerating speed. to pull off cach petal. one byvone, When, finalty, she had
pulled off the 1ast petal she held the dshlia by its stalk. fingered the golden centee and
then fora long tdme gazed i this with the maost rap and delicate attepion. Hod she, 1
wordd, inade tw connection betwecn what she had ust donwe and an iesident
recorded by her beloved diesciple, Bhaiji ? The ashram, after ull wus buth beside
Bhaiji's 1ast resting place, his samadhi, in 1937

"One day at the ashram, Sr1 Ma ok a flower and plucking away all irs petals.,
said to me: Many of your sansiaras [psychic races | have dropped away and many
roore will Tatl like the petals of this Qower Ll ] shall eiin as your maan prop,just
like the one stalk of this flower. Do you understand ? *Saying this, she began to
Japgh | erquired. Ma. how can [ reach that state? She replied © Tiveryday remeniber
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this once; you need not do anything else.”

- One of the morning speakers of that season in Almora was 20 errinent and pow-
erful monk who headed dhe Shankaracharya Math in Bombay, A very tail and im-
posing figure with bald head, bull-neck and ash-smeared brow he was an intirmidzat-
mg presence on his dais in the centre of the hall wlile Ananadmayee was searcd well
toone side taking no part a1 all in the proceedings. She was in a restive rovod, looking
about her, apperently not listening to what the monk was saying. He was lecturing on
Vedanta, larding his words with fommidable Sanskrit terminology in a somewhar heg.
loning tone. Playing willi the string of a flower garland, very casvally, almost in mn
absert-nunded aside, Mataji interjected a one-senlence remark addrerssing the Swami
respectiully as Pitaji { father), bud in the lightest of tones. The Swami stopped it mid-
semence, piused, iooked down and suddenly burst into tears. To EVEIYONC's #ston-
Islutnent the giant monk just crumbled before our YETY Cyes. With a word to an atten-.
dant, Mataji swept the girls of the ashram school into bhajans and everyone joined in.
The mood relaxed |, the Swarni regained his composure and was soon rattling on.
What had rouched him to the quick nobody could tell.

During satsang in Varanasi about S0tof us were gathered while Mataji listened to
soneune alking. In the background down below in the courtyard, two men were
wlking.thuir voices rising in a crescendo unzil they were bellowrng angrily at each
other. Hitherto no row had erupted in any of my stays in the ashram. The noise was
now heginning to wreck the peaceful atmosphere in the hall Mataji looked ar me,
beckoned an attendant to her side and sent him over to speak to me. Would [, he
winspered, please go and stop the argument. | had no alternative but 1o do as I was
brdden. | wint to the yard and found that the row was batween the senjor Swami and
Mutaji's brother. It suddenly dawned on me why Iin particular had becn selected to
remonstrate with the culpats. The plain fact was, [ realised, I could not speak their
tanguage nor could they mine ! Thus. are the winning ways of Anandamayes! She
knew I would not become ensnared in the karmic net of other men's disputes and that
everyone's sell- esteem wonld retuain intact. It ended with botly protagonists reduced
L helpless laughter by my finile remonstrations.

Oune drowsy aftemonn at Vindyachal there were very {ew people about; nothing
stirred. Lpon her balcony. Anundantavee was hiving her hair carélully combed by
an attendant who had just washed it A young doctor from Allahabad came o0 take
his leave "What train do you intend taking? Mataji enquired. The doclor indicated
which ane. 'And where will you change trainy 1o get the Alluhabad connection?
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Mataji persisted. The younyg man gave a seemingly reasoncd reply. bot this did not
salisfy Mataji and she questioned mm turther concerning his connection suggest-
ing—with some emphasis—that he not ke the train he had tirst proposed, but the
alternative which she was now propusing. $he was most meticulous about this, vet
the doctor just could not sce any logic in her suggeston. Matajl was not looking at
b, her head hant to e comb as it was passed throagh her hair. Selecting a long
sirand. she tancned it as she ralked. The eyes of all three of us were now fixed on the
«trand of hair, Holding it in her right hand she began, very slowly, with the most
attentive care, to wind it round Lhe (irst joint of her left index finger. She wound il
wilh such precision that it ade no more than a fine millimette-thick cireait of her
finger. She wound 1t thrice in overlapping coils without looking, up and again ad-
dressed the acurely discomfitred young man. Liverything 1 say......", and ai this she
rade 2 further turen of hait tighily round her finger, ' ... and everything Ldo has )
one mote . ... meaning’. She looked up, the man raised his hands in reaskeor,
powed, and deparled without saying anather word,

1f 1 had Lo find one word with which to describe the most owstanding character-
istie of Anandamayit's tzaching it would have to be ‘inclusivengss . But (o accouut {or
why | find this word the nearest approximation possible | would have wo make my
reply inclusive oe! 1 will attempt no more than a rough sketeh.

In the simple terms of ber life story, she had passed, level by level, through the
cntire gamut of spiritual development by the age of 30--- from childhood piety o
humb!c religicus ardour, 10 worship of gods, recitation of God's narc andd service (o
athess in the name of God, 1o visionary expencuce, o meditation, to initiations, 1o
elossolalia and prophetic uterance, © the practive of advanced yoga at the highest
leve] of perfection, to ecsialic rapture, kirtan and the dance of the bhakia. 1o saimadhi.
Tn addition, she had emerged as an exponent of contemplative esoteric, of mystical,
religion through direct cxperience and personal awarchess, where the inwurd sense
of the self is one with the feeling ol the cxternal woild,

At this latter end of thie i;l'oces:;, her teaching becume like the dela of a great river
syslein, an infinity of tributatries, each one flowing towards the unanimity of the
huern spirt, In short, she encompassed the particuluristic statcs and stages withina
mntve whole, She cared with her. as she raised awareness from one fevel to the
next, all thuse whe retained their divergent beliels. but she then reached heyond these
wurface difTetences to te wanscendental unity of all religions. It was not Just & matter
of mouthing platitudes about ‘the oneness of all relipions”, she gave detailed
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insteuctions W people of different faiths and at differcnt stages ot development which
were precisely in tune with their own particular siwation, Her tesheing cortainly did
point to the unity hidden beneath all the outer symbols, affording a glimpse intwo a
universaliistic stragosphere without departing from down -ta-eurth detail, She was al-
WEYS Precise-never vague,

She wis the pnassuming country girl from a dirt-poor vil luge home who hecame
the cynosure of all eyes. Yet still'she would say @ 'Tam dlways the same'— We don't
know that we also are where she is. There is 0o need for us (0 'become liberuwsd - we
are atready free. Most graphically she shows os how to find this out for ourselves.
The clanity of the way she does this is revelatory < 'I da nothin & ol my own volihon.!
Nothing? Surely this is a wite remark-or mediumistic? It is nothing of the sort. If we
could only relize it, she is saying, she can do nothing by her own volition and ror can
we. All action is His action.

Bhaip puts 1t thas way @ "Her life is an cve openet to us atl. She shows by her
everyday activities how we can link every minute detail of life 1o the Infinite and how
we can cultivate g new outlook in our relations with men and make this world a phace
ol new joy and hope and peace. ... She has devoted herself wholly and complctely 1o
the pood of the world. All living beings are her own kith and kin, "If you think thar
there 18 something peculiarly my own, I must 121 vou that the whole wotld is my
awn’

Herc is u strangeness, an indefinable rarity, an uncanny, ineffable quality which
womes 50 near the limits of the recopmizably human as to call for 2 revision of what
we mean by that very word "hmman’. Some would undoubtably fiwd her behaviour
very strangc, and her freedom to behave strangely both andacious and disturbing,
She was throughout her lile, in every domain, the acme of effortless perfection. Were
it ot for her life lung exertion for the good of all, this perfection would be insuffer-
uble. And 60 ycars of wtal accessibility must surely have been unendurable had
nol Anandumayi herself sustained a marvellous balance between cffor and
effortlessness "There are no athers. AN athers are like the limbs of this bady.!

Douglas Harding who met Anandamayi, told Anne Bancroft that the essence of
her lile and doctrine was o care and not ta care

"She was totally detached tram whar was going on and paradoxically totally
unitee with it. And these two are both necessary, for if ¥you have one without the
ulther-jook owt! She was iree of the world in the sense that her essence was the Source
ot the world and she was not limited by its products or involved in them, Intrinsically
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she was freedom itself that was one extremely important half of the truth. The other
half was that she was so involved in everything. You see. 1o be lotally separale from
evervthing, o be space for it, capacity foric s o beal Pardosically it one is tiec of a
thing une is {Tee to be it, She exhibited this paradox-—to be free of the world 18 w0 he
the waorld, Te be (rec of gnel 1s to be gnicf. A woman came 1o her who had lost
her son and they sat together weeping for hours and then the woman went away
comtorted. Atthe same time her teaching was totally uncompromising when it came.
o the essence ol things, very tough but absolutely gentle and penerous with peoplc's
eilurg,”

In a letwr she sent to a group of sadhikas, Anandamayi reveals her own high-
cnergy inclmation :

‘Those who ars pilgrims on the path must develop great innet strength, gncroy.
mohility and swiltness so that their lives may became beawiul, to 01 their new life
willl a pew codtent. B will nocdo o sit down and nde ina nckety, julting bullock cail.
At ull tiines. the mind must be interscly vigoreus, energetic and alert, then enly can
vou forge ahead with great speed. Remember that every person has o mould his or
her own life. Accept chearfulky' whatever He may bestow on vou or take away from

YOl



AN INDIAN SAGE
—Ethel Merston, O0.B.K.

All books und articles about people are subjective to the writers , depending upon
their atritude towards cheir corprehension of and their degree of capacily 1o contact
the person of whorn they write. Men and women are mostly xo subjective that they
can only Know others in so fur as they have found and know thﬁl‘ﬂ.‘:ﬁhﬂ:i which is.
for the greater number of us, scarcely at all:

If, then, we can so little know others who are more or less like cuiselves, subjee-
tive, cgo-nidden, desire-obsessed mortals, how much less cun we know that rare Re-
ing, the epo-less, desireless, objective Soul? To be able to recognize His or Her Greu-
ness 1% ulk that we can hope, and, even for that boon. we have much, indeed, to be
thankiul for. Bul w describe thern, to explain their actions, to postulate anything
about thet other than a love and wisdom so different in cpuality and so far surpassing
our own that they appear o us as God incarnate, is an impossibility.

Such a Being is Anandamayi Ma or Mataji as Her devotees call Her. Impossible
to describe Her with a subjeetive mind—o cach one She means something differcnt
according tohow our limited ego-minds allow us to glimpse the whole that is such un
vgu-less Being: To some She is Love personified, to others God Himself, All-power-
ful, to yer others She is Wisdom, Ajl-knowledge. 1n the stories told of Her, some sou
divine miracles and they worship Her, praving that She may exercise Her POWETs on
their behalf;, others, apain, are attracted by the radiance of Her smile and the npphng
infectious fangh, free as a child's.

What is the real purpose of the incamation of such as Mataji? Has She a mission
to fulfil towards others and the world? Or some obligation towards Herself during
the course of which those who colne into contact with Her can get in their tum. the
help they are capuable of recciving? Or is such an tncamation as purposcless as our
own tives otten appear (o be And, moreover of what concern is it to us? But what
we can say is that we feel such an atmraction to these rare Beings that we are ready to
cast all the world to the winds to be near them, to live within their radiance content
wilh a crumb of their Love and Wisdom rather than have all the riches of the earth.

In the Wesl, Loo, men and wormen have given up the world for the Bliss that is
Chrisu. and cntered monasterics and convents to spend their lives with the Bivine
Narne ontheir lips. [a the Bast, to us living, the representative of God i adored; His
ur Hur Name constantly repeated. In the West, Christ is one. although the methods
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taken to contact God thmugh Him are numerows. 5o, 1oo, in the East different ineth
ods of approaches t the 1vine have been recommendad by sages from time to time.
Be our dfigrma what it may, few, indesd, can artain without help from ene such
Great Soul. and. according o our dhurma we lind the Teacher we need to turther us
along our path.

In the world of woday, as in thacof four thousand years ago, when the Lord Krsihna
was teaching his disciple Arjuna, the way of devotion und worship is the easiest and
most seekers take it, ever searcling for an object through which they may waorship
the Divine, be the object wood, stone, a painting, or a living being.

Hence, most of the Hindu Sages of today arc surrounded by devotees, adorers,
ind somne of them, like Anandamayl Ma, apparently use this urge-to-wroship (o turn
Ltheir followers away from sclfish desires Lo selllessness and God, Through the trust
Mataji inspires, verily as a mother 1s trusted by her child, we gradually become more
sensilive to the impermanence and unreality of our cares, less identificd with then.
and 5o, moie sensitive to the immeasurability of the power of Love and of its cternal
quahiy; more gradually yet do we begin to feel that stillness and love within, which is
beyond disturbance, apait from, yet infusing, life,

_ Irorm the world over Matajl atracts seekers, French. Geriman., Aostnan, English,
American, Lutch men and wormen are to be met i Her ashrams—all are welcoimed
by Her loving radiance. How often do we come 10 Her, worried by the cares of life,
puzzied abou vurselves and others. and in Her prescoce onr problems resolve them-
sclvis, we {ind peace in the glory of Her smile and relaxed, we face life's cames
alresh, energy renewed, understanding of ourselves and others deepened.

And even when devotion is not owr dharma, and we cannot follow the marga of
worship and fapam, we tecognize the greatness of all such Beings as Mauaji, and,
alunyg with Her worshippers. but on our own path, find help and stimulation from the
forea of thatl Love which passetli understanding and which is Her Grace.



ASHRAM AND UTSAV NEWS

1. Vindhyachal Ashram

According (o helated news received from Shroe Shree My An andamayee Ashram,
Yindhyachal, the description of Lhe programome is as (ollows —

The: programme can be divided into two jrarts :

ay Daily roatine

b} Special Pooja cle.
aj Deseription of the daily routine :—

(1) Dxaily pooja of Shree Shree Ma and Narmadeshwar Shivalingam. During the
summer season the Shivalingam is bathed with continyous stream of watar.

(i1} A charitable homeopathy dispensary—-Ma Anandamayee Karuna Seva
rendenng froe service to the local penple es pecially from the backward class and the
poor was bugun 10 yrs. ago. Subsequently it is becoming more and more popular. It
is ohserved that there are alarge number of pationts on Sundays and Thursdays as on
these days three doctors and five compounders give their services. It must be men-
tiorred thal on other days a Sadhu, experienced in nomeoparhy, renders this services.
He1s provided with biscuits and toffees for distibution amon 2 children, About 3000
pitticnls were treated last year, Medicine s provided Itee of cosc and cven minor
Cliarges for reccipes are notLaken,

{ui} Weckly Satsang—

Satsang 1s organised every Sunday evering. Itis going on regularly for the last 15
years. Devotional songs, kirtan, dhyan, readings from Matri Leela. Vishnusahasra
noarm, Shiva Mahimna Stotra, Geely & Chandi recitation are dore in the satsang.

b) Special Programme ete —

1. Shree Shree Ma's Janmatitha celebrations took place on the 20th of May 2011
which included Shree Shree Ma's special puja with shodashopehar paduka ahhizhek,
havan etc. The next day innumerable devotces took prasad.

2. Gurupumima was celebrated tn the following way on the 15th of July 2011,
Special Puja with Shodashopehar was performed on Shree Ma's murt; with Paduka
Abhishek, Kumari Puja eic, Nine Kumam'r.s and one Vatuk were fod with much re-
spect and atfection. Akhanda Matri naam japa was done from sunnse together with
naam kirlan/bhajan ete. Resides, a programime of recitation of Geeta, Changll, Guru
Geota oo was performed. Distribution of Awards to school students aod college
students also wok place.
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A special menticn must be made of the eftort made to distribute awards to schoal
and college stadents from Mirzapur town on Gumu Purnima for participating in exsay
competition on Shree Shree Ma's Divine Lecla and Amnt Yani, on the vecasion of
the completion of the blith year of the Sangha. It was crganised on a grand scale.
Abuut 40 candidates tad participated, their friends and refatives, tmportant
personalites from Mirzapur and Vindhyachal were invited. The programme was
organized in the Hall and lasted [or 3 hours [rom 11 a.me. enwards. Some special
invitees who were blessed with Shree Ma's darshan or had studied Shreg Shree Ma's
litcrature vory well or had spinitual experience spoke biietly. Cash prizes were awarded
ity the top 3 positions. Other participants were given Shree Ma's photo. a printed
certilicule, pen, drary ete.. a book on Ma, Matri Vani and a packet of prasad. Special
mention must be made of & capable student whose essay was awarded a prize in
Central Competition on a larger scale. An expert dancer from Mirzapur performed
and hetd the avdience spelibound. Finully about 300 devotees participated in prasad
grahan and telt happy and satistied.

3. Geeta Jayanti — Mahashivaram Vrata Programme — Both Geeta Jayanti and
Mahastovaratrl Vrata were organised in the Ashram. Four devorees kept fast and
perfurmed the four prabura pujus with all ihe rites and rituals interspersed with Shiva
Mahimna Sttd, naan kitan etc. Finally in accordance with radition Shiva Katha
was recited and food for breaking the fast was distributed.

4.0n Vasantt Pooja this yeur Kalash Sthapana of Durga Ma was done and Puja
wis poerlormed specially on Ashtarn and Navarmm Lith, thercaller all the devoloes
parreok of anng prasad,

3, Medical Camp

On 19th February 2012 a Medical Camp was organtsed in the Ashram. 20
farnous doctors from Kashi Hinde Vishwa Vidyalaya and Mata Anendamayes Hos-
pual Yaranasi, plus 20425 public assistant wodkers parneipated in this great work.
Free medicine was distributed to the pattients, ELL(L and other special medicat
tavestigations wo were organised free of cost. More tran 1000 people panticipualed in
this camp and took advantagez ot the facilities provided. Biscuit packets were
distributed to ai] the patients in the aftemoon. More thap 200 doctors and assistanis
toolk anoi prasad in the ashrom. Finally 5 patients were selected for free operation
tacilitics in shree Shree Ma's hospital in Varanasi.

2. Vrindavan Asheam

a) We ara happy o report 0 all matri bhaktas that for the first ime o Book Stall
was Inauguraled on Mooday, 20th February, 2012 This work was done according
to Pujva Swani Bhaskaranandaji Mabarai's wishes by the rasidents of Kheda, Nadiad,
Guirat and Matrr bhakta Mahadevbhai Pate],
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b} Another horres Free Dispensary was also inangurated on the aforesaid auspi-
cious Shiva Chaturdashi tithi. This good work was done with the help of Shri Sanjit
Chattopadhyaya, Secretary and a great devotee of Shrec Ma of Ranchi Ashram,
Jharkhand. '

X Uive Duy Programme in Delhi Ashram

Due to Shrec Shree Mas great Ketpa a 5 day programme was organised (tom
March 7. 2012 till 11 March 2012 consisting of Naam Yagna Adhiwas on the 7th
and Akhanda Naan Yagna on the 8th of March. Thercafter everyone cujoyed a 3 cay
musical Ramayana Katha from March 9 to March 11, rendered by the Acharya of
Sriman Gaud Sect, Sriman Rajesh Kishoreji Maharaj of Vrindavan Dhiam.

4. 8hri 108 Swami Muktananda Giriji's Sannyasa Utsava was celebrated with
Shodashopchar ponja, special pooja and Sadhe Bhaodara in varions Ashrams like
Kankhal, Varanasi, Delhi, Aparpara, Ranchi etc, on Chaitra Sankrant, 13 April 2012,
Oa the secasion of the installation of Shree Shree Ma's statue on Akshay Tritcoya-a
VEIY auspictous tithi - special puja, bhog, arati, kirtan and partaking of prasad by al]
bhaktas in the afternoon took place on 28cth Apnl in Shree Shree Ma's Ashram in
Jamshedpur,

5. In ¥aranasi Ashram Shadashopchar Puja was offered to Ma in Ananda
Jyoticmandir on the anniversary of Shree Ma's Murti installation on the auspi-
cions necasion of Akshaya Triteetya. '

Puooju was offered 1o Ginji in Girdji's mandir. Pocja was also offered to Gopalji.
Yogmaya and Shiva on the upper floor of the temple. Throughout the pooja bhajans
amt kinans were sung. After the pooja, as per tradition estublished by Shree Ma's
khevala 28 sadhus were offered food preceded by offering of chandan mala, vastra,
dakshua cic. In Agarpara Ashram (0o, on the oceasion of Akshay Tritceva pooja
was offered very heautifully.

Poma was offcred in all the ternples in the Kankhal Ashram on the occasion of
e nstallation day of Akshay Triteeya. The murt of Adi Gurn Shankaracharya was
uitered special pooja on the occasion of Jagadgurn Shankaractiarya Jayanti on 26
At

6. On the Tirodhan Tithi {the day of the soul's departure for the Fternal Abode)
of Baba Bholanathji

On 28th April, special pooja vius offered in various Ashramas—Kankhal.
Wiranasi, Agarpara, Dehra Pun, Urtarkasli sle.

1. 30 Aprd was celebrated as the day of Shree Shree Ma's first stay in Agarpara
Aahram,

8. Shree Shree Ma's Japmotsav :
Shree Shrve Ma's 117th auspicious Janmotsav was celebrated beautifully from
May 2 titl May 9 in nearly all the ashrams like Varapasi, Agartala, Kolkata.
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Jamshedpor, Pune, Bhimpura, Raonchi. Rajgir, Raipur, Dehra Dun, Almora,
Ltarkashi, Bhopal, Vindhyachal, Purl, Naimisharanya, 'larapeeth, e1c.,

In Kinkhal speeial pooja was offered alter midnight.on May 2 on the occasion of
Shree Shree Ma's Janmatithi. From 2nd to 8th May S0 Shuatachandi path and. puja
were performed and bhog was offered, From 3rd to 7th May Raasleela was
performed. Disconrses and satsang by Mahatmas also tobk place.

On 4th May, the day ol the opening ceremony Shree 108 Swami Paramesh-
wuranandji Maharaj of Sadhana Sadan Ashram and Mahamandaleshwar Shree 1008
Swarni Vishwatmananandji Maharaj and Divya Chattanya Maharaj of Varanasi wure
present. They offered their respectful offerings at Shree Shree Ma's feet in the Torm of
heannfully worded and thoughttul discourses and satsang which made everyone
happy. On May 5 Mahamandaleshwar Shri 1008 Swami Divvanandji Mabaraj. the
head of Kailushpeeth Ashram blessed the occaswon with his presence and ofTered hig
respects at Shree Shree Ma's feet, On May § Mahwandaleshwar Shree 1008 Swam
Shyamsundardasii Maharaj of Gareebdasji Math, Shree 1008 Vishokanandj: Mahara]
Vaharnandateshwar of Sumeshvwardham of Kankhal, Mahamandaleshwar Shree 1K05
Swastu Vijayanandji Maharaj of Geeta Vigyan Ashram, all offered their respecttul
pranasm offerings at Shree Shree Ma's feet. On May 6 Buddha Purtuma, pooja of
10% Kumaris and Vatuk took place with food offerings. On May 3 special Tithi
Pouja tock place along with Kumari Ponja, havan and pushpanjali, therealier the
distribution of prasad was held beeween inidoigt aud early hours of the moming, On
May 9, 108 Sadhu Bhojan and Bhandara were held, amongst the Sadhns ascerics of
Niunjani Akhara, Mahanirvani Akhara, Udascen Bara Akhara, Kailash Astirsin
Rishikesh, Divyajecvan Sangh and Ramakrishna Mission were presert. On May 9
Adhiwas, Naam yvagna and Akhanda Naam Sankinanatook place for 24 brs. Uil 10th
evening including malsa bhog, Mahaprabhu anna bhog, cvening kunjbhung and tra-
ditional farewell ti the Mahatmas of Mahasankirtana. On the occaison of Shree Shree
Ma's Janmotsay special pujas were offered in the local chief temples and frwis weie
distributed to the patieqts in local hospitals. Poor people were fed as Dandra Narayana,

Similarly Shree Shree Ma's Janmotsay was celebrated beautifully in variows
asheamas such us Varanasi. Vindhyachal, Apartala. Kolkata, Jamshedpur, Pune
Bhimpura, Ranchi, Rajgir, Uttarkashi, Bhopal, Raipur, Dehra Dun, Pur, etc.

In Agarpara Ashram, Kolkata on the occasion of Buddha Purnima (May 6)
spucial puja was offered in Shree Shree Ananda Dhyan Peeth as the day of Ma's
statuc installation.

9. Gcanga Dushehra

Shree Shiree Glanga Puja was offered on the vccasion Ganga Dushera on 3irh
May 1o Kankhal, Varanasi and Kolkata Agarpara Ashrams. Puja was also offered 1o
pMansa v, s



OBITUARY
SriGovinda Narainji

30 Govinda Narain. bom in 1916, had a briitiant academic carser compleled in
Allahabad Un; verstty-—B.Sc, {Hons), M. Sc., LLB (Pred-all Furst Class First, He WS
asdent of Dr. Megh Nad Saha. Subsequently he joined the Indian. Civil Service i
1238, His wife Chandraji was daughter of 121, Panna ELal, 1078, an ardent devotes nf
Ma. fondly remembered for his keen intelleet and penctrating uestion answer
sessions with Shree Shree Ma, Govind Narainji bad theee drughters  Chandan,
Nandini and Vandana, all with professional trainin 2, seltled in work and good fami-
lics. The death of Nandini, working with Hindustan Times in 1981, was & devistat-
mg blow to the family.

Having been selected in the Indian Civil Service he held numerans hi gh pasts as
4 highly efficicul and honest administrator, To quote a few - Govind Narainii was
Home Seeneary. Development Commissioner in the U.P. Governiment. He also served
Jow threw yeirs as Advisor com Secretary 1o King Tribfinvan in Nepal between 1951 -
34 Lo the Govermment of Indio from 1961 he was Chairman and Managing Dircetor
ST.C. and MM T.C., Secretary Health and farmily Flanning, Home and Defence
Secretary Ul retirement in 1975, He was Governor of Karnataky from 1977 o 1953,
He was awarded Pudma Vibhushan for outstanding service to the country. He spoke
French und German Nuently and had travelled round the plobe in the true sense of the
ermn e, i the s1X major continents of the world, He sealed Gown in Vasane Vihar,
Dethn and ~erved o large number of spirtaal, scademic. social and industa al con-
Gertes. keeping brmsell fully ocenpicd. He wrotz importaut chapters in 6 prominent
books. As the author of Leclures on Imernal Threats and National Security and
Lncounters with Men and Mothers he was well received. His work as President of
Common Cause, Public Interest Legal Support and Rescarch Centre broughit him a
great deul of laudation. He was President of Shrec Shree Anandamayee Sangha till
the end i.e. April 3, 2012, He was also President of Poorna Prajna Public School,
Sunkitina Bhavan 'I*:'usl, ctc. Fou such work he will he long rememberad.

He leaves bekind children, grandehildren and great grandchildren and = tagge
rutnily of frecnds. Wih s departare (rom this earth ends a Yuga, We pray lor the
everlasting peace for this very gicat sou) who served Shree Shree Ma selflossiy and
with total dedication.

Jui Ma !

#*



Gritashree Km. Chhabi Bandyopadhyaya

(itasheee Km. Chhabi Bandyopadhyaya lefi her mortal body to become one
with her 1shta Radha Madhay Yugal Kishore on 23 May 201210 Kolkata at the very
ripe age of BG vrs.

She was a very special recepient of Shree Shree Ma's Divine Grace. There was
ne:celebration with Shree Ma at the centre 1n which she did not render musical num-
bers in her blessed voice lifting the spirit of all participants and listeners including the
vigiring saints, who would often enguire, 'Where 1s Chhabi?

She was burn in a well-lo-do faguly in 1926 and received training at home from
her parents in her childhood. Thereafter she sang for 35 Bengali films., and was a well
known.radio aniste wo. However she became fanious after she sang Vande Mataran.
tn her melodious veice in the prosence of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, Mahaima
CGandhi and many other important leaders of the Congress Party at merely r.he age ol
4 years.

uring her tenure of 13 yrs as Head of Music Department in the highly esteemed
Rabindra Bhurat University she trained her keen students in Pada Kirtan and Bhakli
Sunpeel.

in her personal life she was exemplary in ber tapasya & devotion w her ishla
through ticr titeless seva despite her over busy schedule. She set an example in
punctuadity. She was an institntion by hersell, Shree Dilip Kumar Rey the famous
sparitual leader -poet was full of praise for her style of kirtana apd so was also the wii]
ksown Thamri singer Naina Devi who praised her placing kinana style at a high
l2vel. She had been honoured with many awards like the President of [ndia's Award
and the State of West Bengal's Award and as such she paid a befitting tribute to her
highly esteerned Gurus of Dhrupad, Dhamar, Kheyal, Tappa, Thurmn and Bhajan,

rot to forget her spiriivally inclined music Gurus like Shn Dilip Kumar Roy, Shri
Siddheshwar Mukhopdhyaya, Ratneshwar Mukhopadhyaya and Navodweep
Vrajawasi. As sl she was known as the ‘Mezpaan' of Dengall music.

She lived with her brothers and sisters in an independent accommodation and
ook care of thent alter her parcnts', demise, vt she was in spiril a Lrue ashramie, She
was influenced by. Shree Shree Ma since her teens and remaned a highly respected
memmber of Shree Shree Anandumayee Sangha till the last. We can say with confi-
denec thie while Shree Shree Ma's national and internationatly situated ashrams kecp
playing her morning and evening kirtans her devetion will keep purifying the envi-
rons the world over and it the spirit of devotees to greut heights, May her spiritual
arms be (ul{illed by the Grace ol Ma.
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The fifth PRESIDENT of Shree Shree Anandamayee Sangha
Sn Govindanarainji 1.C.5.
3 May 1916 — 3 Apnl 2012
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Geetshree Kuman Chhabi Bandopadhyaya
Behind Shree Ma
October 1926 — 23 May, 2012
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D, Durgadas Sen Gupta

On 9th Febroary 2012 at 4 very ripe old age of 82 years Dr. Durgadas Sengupta
lett this world for a Divine Abade.

Dr. Durgadas Sengupta had dedicated his service 1o Shree-Shree Ma and was a
pillar of strength to Ma's devotees. From his childhood Le was blessed by Shres
Shree Ma as Shri Pankaj Sen, his father was the person respansible for facilitating
Shree Shree Ma's stay in Delhi for several years. In his service to hunanity he was
inspited by Shree Shree Ma. He was true w his medical profession and never made
any distinction amongst his patients on any grounds, nor did he allow success Lo
deviate him from his path. He was absorbed in his work as an efficient suraeon and
medical professor, Shree Shree Ma valued his medical advice and recommended her
distinguished devetees and saints like Gurnupriya Didi, Mahamahopadhyaya Gopinath
Kaviraj, Sant Hari Babaji to consult him. He obheved Shree Shree Ma and took full
care of his two sons even as a widower.

[ his last daws he was under dialysis, yet he would regularly come to the ashram
and scrve the sick after every dialysis. He lived up to Shree Shree Ma's ideal of a
doctor' 1.e. a Codly Form for all his pariems,

Shree Shree Anandamayee Sangha pays tribule to such a great soul.



