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MATRI VANI

Is there a place where there is no God? Famidly life, which is the asrama of the
househiolder, can afso take vou to His direction, providud i s accopred as an aérama.
Laveel in this spirig, 1L helps o man o progeess w wards sell-reali 2ation.

LY k] = # =k

Wiltnn the twenty-four hours of the day, some time must be delinitely dedicated
1 Godd. Hesolyve, il possible, w cngage regulardy in japa of a parucular name or man
ita while silling in a special postare, and gradually add o the time or the number of
repetitions. Thore 1s no need for a daily augmentation. Iix the rare and the interval a
which you will increase, say fortnightly or weekly. In this way try to bmd yoursellio
the Onest of Cind.

¥ E 1+ + L]

Wha can i, at what moment the flame of ilumination will blaze forth? For this
rcason, conlinue your eftons steadily without llagging graduably you will get more &
mors deeply absorbed in Him - HE and He alone will preoceupy yvour thoughts amd
feslings.

What is, IS, That doubts should arise1s nanwal. But the wonder ts, where THAT
is, ihore is pol cven room for different stands o be taken, Froblems are discussed,
surcly, for the purpose of dissolving doubts. Therefore it is useful to discuss, Who
can Lell when the veil will be lifted from vour eves? The purpose of discussion is to
remove this ordinary sight.

= # * * #

There is @ sense of play. a deep delight, and constant remembrance of the onc.
indecd, this is not the outcome of the practice of worldly obscrvances, What bas been
referred (o here i3 that which can only become revealed spontaneously of its own
aceord. This 15 why rhere is constant remembrance of the onc © Man's true natare
How o wards God alone.

e £ £ E &

In the other words, the mind s witling but the body docs not respond, and
therefure yuu do oo get the exhilaration that conmes with the aroma ol the Divimn
Presency,
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uestion ; How can we benefit spiniwally by detion?

MATAIJL : By doing work for its own sake, engaging is Karmayoga. As long as
adesire o distinguish oneself lurking. itis karmabhoga {working for one's own satis-
(nction). One does the work and enjiys its fruits, because of the sense of presiige it
brings. Whereas, by relinguishing the [ruitit becomes Karmayopa.

* * % + #

Oestion : How is it possible (0 work without desire?

MATAI ;. By doing service with the fechng that one is serving the Supreme
Being in everyone The desire for God realization 15 obviously not a desue in the
ordinary sense. 'Tam Thy insorument; design to work this Thy insrument.”

% * % E? 2

MNow is the moment to throw yourselfl onto the Mercy of the Almaghty as one
wilthout sheiter and support. Leap into His embrance and you will be relcased from
cares Remember that it is the fool who shall find God.

+ EY #* * *

The beauty of itis that man's very nature)s o long lor Reality, Supreme wisdom,
Divine Joy; as it is his nature to reium home when Lhe play 15 over. The stage of te
play is His, the play His as well, and so are those whio 1ake part in it, friends and
icliow-beings- everythang 15 He alone.



MAf ANANDAMAYELE PRASANG

—Prof. AK. l)aﬁa Gupta

[Translated by Pritanshi Viswas]

Dhaka, 3 Junc 1945
Thicl caught in Ashram _

[mmediately atter heanog about Shtn Ma's mecung, with.Gandhiji suddenly some
distuwrbances were noticed in the Ashram as someone rushing towards Ma cried loudly
that a man was beaten so severely that there was no possibility of his survival. Al that
time Jatu Bramiliachian alse reached and said that he had beaten him and thiat hoe was
ready 10 face anything for his act of that. He further said 1o Ma, "Yesterday during
Arati, the chain of some girl was taken away by someonc and (oday also in Baba
Bhodenath's Mandir someonc tried 1o snatch the ring of one girl. After hearing her
cry | rushed and caught this theif and beat him severely. This man is no one but 3
worker among othere whon ) hrought for carmying out the work of Ashram. Today
other workers, left but this man remained in Ashram 1o stcal upta this honr of night.”
Ma replied, "Is it fair 1o beal someone so bitterly, rather you should have brought him
beforc others and they would have dectded as to what is W be done.” Thercalter she
wenl owards the Ashram. Outside the Ashram the man in that state was brought
hefore Ma, she looked at him and said that nothing senious happencd while he was
scemed to be (ainted. A white thing like a picce of conon was seen tying near that
man, Ma picked up that but I could not understand what it was though T was very
close to her. Then the man was made to stand and was brought inside the Ashram
and Gopal Dada was informed about (s, Aller his aredval thal man lonching the feet
of Dada appologised. He said to the man you would be pardoned but give back all
the things that he had stolen (rom the Ashram. The man did nin accept the ac ol
stealing. At that thie seme feathers of pigeon wound 1o a small prece of wire was
seen in Ma's hand. Looking at it ] could remember that on the day Lo Tithipooja that
the while thing ptaced an the Mukut of Ma slided dows (rom its place. Ma told that
she collected it from this man’s hand when he was brought in front of her and while
picking up it I fouwd that were there somg feathers wounded in a picee of wire, which
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Lewne W Know then | drew Teathers raan 1l and- 1 foukd that 1l was wrapped m s
finger. Solexperienced difficubty in gouwing it out trom s linger until tis man raised
lis {inger so as to allow me to take it away. Ma asked s, "o you all know what for
these feathers are wsed. Then Ma hersell sad "these are vsed 1o know wherher the
nian 1s 111 sound slecp ar not by tonching these with in apy part of o ran. 11 the man
makes some movernent it is underseood that he is not in sound slecp so theif docs not
1ind safc to 1ake our anything from the body of man and if he gives no response (then
the thivil 1akes away the ornaments front his or her body.”

,lla'-;ing heard this [rom Ma [ got atnaxed because at that place I and many othars
wore present but 1o one novced these feathers. Even when Ma recovered them we
could not understand what they were and whether any purpose could be met with
them. Adter hearing her there lelt nothing o undetsiand as 1o how that man stale the
things using those feathers. Yet he kept reflusing that be stole the things, However he
wils ot releascd. Ma, when askod. how this man shomld he denlr with, asked " Would
you be able w reeover the cahin from ami. Heanng it in erder to got back the cahin,
he was taken o the middle of the gruund and he was tied by a rope encircling his
back with the Khuti of the tent.

T'hen we all started gossiping sitting inside the tent. After sometime someone
coming trom Ashram mmformed os that Ma was drossed with golden Mulat on her
head, Then we wenl inside the Ashram and saw Ma was deessed in blue san wilh
golden Mukut on her hicad, as she was dressed in the past, and that she sat in the
Blwdanath temple. Ma dressed so for the girds because tast time when she was i thas
dress no girl was preseat there, We remained there for a short time as there was want
of space, ' :

Alter some Hme Ma came ont, then we saw Ma was not in that dress. Ma went
towards the place where the theif was tied and secing him tied in that state, she asked
Why you people are harassing him in this manner?”

O Ma's say he was releused and then Ma told him to retura the charn, he ceplicd
that he dhd not steal the chain and if he was found 10 be False he should sufier [om a
dreadiul disease. He did ot even accept thiat wite with feathers wiapped atoond it, It
was tied in his finger, Finding him spéaking He in such a way, Ma asked us "Whal
vou people wanl 1o do about him?" Birendada answered that we would do what yon
Saly . A

Shree Shree Ma said that i1 he world be handed over o police vou all roay also
rza i 1o sorg kind of problem and would find aclast no peoally wasimposed upon
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him. Ma also said that when you all did not want 1o retain him in the ashram (hen you
did noL own any responsibility to comrect him and also there remains no possibility ol
his being corrected, as he is born to stea! so he would continue to sieal. Henee vou
should release him and so0 be was released, All his clothing which be had in the
ashram was given 10 ham and he left ashram thereafter.

Shree Shrec Ma came upio the muddle of the ground and talked 1o Biren Dada on
some, impottantissue. We all sleptin the tent and when we woke up it was moring.
Later on have offering our Pranam to Ma left for our houses.

(/—_. . - \l
Svajanam hi katham hatvd sukhinah sviima madhava
Therelore, it does not behove us Lo kill the sons of Dhriarasira,

our kinsmcn, for how can we be happy, OO Madhava, after kill-
ing our own kith and kin?

\ - J




MATAJI GIVES DARSHAN

I(‘.nntiﬁu ed from hetore]
—NMclita Maschman

1 saw how her cyes lit up when amongst those who fell at Her fect and touched
the eround with their foreheads, a familiar, triendly face turned up. [ believed io
notice how She sutfered from the heat. I felt Her slight resistance when She with-
draw Her foet from an importunate adorer. T observed her pleasure in puns (an ashramite
translated to me what was being said). 1 saw how She dismissed a Parsi lady [rom
Bombay who requested a miraculous cure from Her, "Fake your hushand o a goxxd
doctor apd pray to God for peace for both ol 'you.” At that maomcnl Her face had an
expression of sadness and inexorability. Talso marked how Her attide and the deep-
ening shudows in Her featutes be-trayed fatiguc before She got up and traced a pas-
sage for Hereself through the mulritude that thronged round Her.

The Chnistian painters of the early Middle Ages had a simple, yet effective device
(v express holiness by painting, was nut free to let his brush too voluble, he could
only tacitly hint at the mystery of the luminows background.

I fee! very much like those arfisis did. What is describable in Mataii is the familiar
hurman clement. For that which is beyond, for the Divine, { also have uo means of
expression. But Loould usc an expedient similar to that of thos¢ painters. Somncumes
1 belicved to sce a strearn of light raidate from Her eyes. But at such moments, I more
than ever felt pained at my blindness. I knew that, if only T were morte of a scer, 1
should have heheld Her whole [orm in this halo. Although incapablc of perceiving it,
1 was able to rogister its effect by the complete peace that filled me at cortain houts.

The myslery inits secrecy shall remair untouched, but perhaps [ may be permit-
ted 1o try and approach it by a few more steps : I felt that this divine Light must be
connected with Mataji's egolessaess. It originates from the cternal Ground of all ex-
istence-let us unbesitatingly call it 'God.' And it streams through Mataji because 1t is
nei 1mpaire:i by the opaque texture of the T-ness which, in the case of all of us, is more
or lcss dense., ’

I have yét.to mention how very thoughtful it made me that although millions ol
men knd women of all strata of socicty fell at Her foct. Icould never detect evero the
 fatntst tracc of pride;, neither alsa of humility in Mataji. Probably therc is a CONMEXION
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between this and what [ stated when T first met Her, namely that She seemed bevond
goud and evil. T musc confess that, to this day I am unable to understand this fully, 1
have satl to ponder deeply about it, for Tknow now that this statement is in kecping
with one ol the elements of Hindu teaching.

Mataji's mysicrious power lies in Her being, ool in what she does. Without a
donbt, She has for many, many years lived solely for Her fellow beings. But this may
be said of a lair number of others as well, although with them it has a very different
significance, Seen from our angle of vision. Her whole life seems w be one continu-
ous self-sactitice and couid therefore still be called "action'. Yet, when watching Mataji
lor a sufficiently long time, one cemes 1o feel that, what is esseniial in Her cxistence
docs nu longer fulfil itself by action. She is not what She is because she does good.
Here life seems a manifestation of pure, self-contained Being, perhaps I shonld say
‘Being reposing in God.' Hence she corresponds Lo our highest conception of 'good’,
but the ctchical laws ate for Her not anymiore a inaller of siruggle and daily decigion
as for us who still live fully stceped in action. The Christian apostle Paul says : “Christ
is the end of the law." He does not therehy mean the denial of ethical command-
ments, but their fulfilment as a matter of course. For Him who s “one with the Fa-
ther” (with (God}, ethical demands are no moere of the nature of commandments. He
fulfils them spontanecusly by His very Being. This also holds good for Mataji. For
one who sees Her with open eyes, nol only the beauty of God seem reflected in Her,
such as we may recognize in a flower or-more powerfully in the sea or the moun-
lains, bul also see God's Love, Moreover Her whole being is a passinnaie, indefati-
gahle, newly lormulated prociamation of sell-experienced Divine Reality, Accord-
ing to the Christian doctrine, Christ is the most perfect child of God - the Son-becausc
His Love for God and men was most periect. The ocean or a mountain cannnt téstify
Divine Love, but mar, if he is what he should be, gives evidence of God's Love.
This, is so with Mataji. Hence she is one of the important religious figurcs, as
aproclaimer and a witness.

While T was sitling al Mataji's {eet with Her other devotees nething happened
except thai we looked at Her, ] at ceriain moments, felt the presence of Divinity morc
powertully than Fhad ever before during church ceremiies. | believe, I understand .
that all (xtual ol that kind exisis only because of the wam of Divine Presencs, a a
gesture of longing and invocation of That, whichk cannot be forced to come. But
whete Divinity IS, even prayer is silenced. The ritnal action is blorted ot in the
mysicnous presence of Divine Being. A siranye experience, impossible 1o convey Lo
others-this fulness in the void or gazing. A pazing with closed cyes, and yot with eyes
wide open, Unce or twice. [ perceived what can hardly be grasped by a Western |
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bran. | do not know how Matu expericnces Her owa person, Certainly not as we
atwould express il, namely as 2 human being mowhom the divine spark enutls o spe
cially briglt light-for $he lives in Ongness. | believed to observe that She. in whom
Hodiness is embodied belore our eycs, jowmed’ us in the reverant contemplation o the
Divinity that she Herself 18, Inmy diary I find, the clumay sentence : "Some-Limes
one has the feeling as if Mawji revered Herselll Bul ber attitude is completety
superpersonal.” Later I discovered the canception of "Lila’. Docs it perbaps give the
clue? . .

Mataji's Darshan 1 have probably cxpedienced only throc or four tmes. The
numinous by which it was characterized did not lessen, but Lo my great surprisc a
fundamental change took place : My first feeling that | had It upon a dimension of
reality entirely foreign (o me was reversed o its opposite. [ now felt that Thad only
just, for the tirst time, discovered man's own true reality.

It may sound presuroptuous, but 1 should like to say it in all hurmlity @ In Mataj,
{iod allowed me to see Him with the closeness of intimacy. Ever clearer I felt, what
distinguishes me from Her is nothing essential, it lies where the brightness of a candle
is distinuguished from that of the sun. This was of course a temendous discovery
that. by the grace of God, [ should wish to justily by the trend ol my life w future.

Mataji's last evening in Kishenpur, which was also my last one, has remained i
my memory as bip fesuval. About iwo hundred people had assembled in the Ashram,
1 sce Mataji standing in the courtyard, indefatigably distibuting prasad in all direc
tions. Wolin asolemn manncr but laughingly, like a mother whose greatest happiness
is 1o satisly the hunger of her children. Sometimes She would suddentiy throw a {nat
over many heads to someone standing at a distance, who had asked for it only with
his cycs. Afterwards, for aleng while, She walked up and down be tween us, tatking
Lo a child, joking with one or the other, allowing questions to be put to Her, sitting
dewn near the musicians who were singing Kirntana, then riﬁi.ng'again L wall ance
mirc between us, [ was a if she wished to distnbute Herself, and she did this wath a
hundred hands. Never have T'meal a more beautiful buman being, or more precisely,
never have | seen the mysterious beauty of the Imperishable shine with such cffulgence
through mortal (lesh. :

}.ale, thal same evening, there was a very special moment for me. T stood behind
o trelissed window, which looked oul aver the temples. Mataji stood belwoeen them
and. Tor a short whilc, all the people who had surrounded Her receded far back, My
meo:nery shows Her to me standing there all by Herself. T raised my tolded hands to
Iid good-byc 10 Her, From my prison (behind the latliced window) my greeting wenl
out and upwards 10 Her freedom. She lifted Her folded hands in response. and simul-
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wncuusly senta veritable sorrent of joy right into the cere of my heart.

1.eave-taking usually makes me feel quite sick, This parting shoud] actually have
torn e Lo pieces. Yer there was not a singie painful moment. The instant o which
NMataji had 1ified Her hands to respond to my preeting lay vutside of time. I felt this
with every fibre of my being : here nothing was threatened with ransitoniness.

Never in my lite have | fcit so carefree, so conflidently happy as during the weeks
that followed, although [ was travelling alone, with little rmoney, and Tor the firsi ime
in & non-European country. '

During the Cuban crisis it became clearcr than ever (o me how ncull § owed to
Mataji. Just [ like everyone else ITsaw the dreadful danger of the situation, but guite
contrary o my attitude in similar crises hitherto, 1 did not feel afraid. Perhaps ! have
prasped-not with my whole being—ihat even the most cruel puter destruction docs
not touch that which we ARI! in Reality, May I 'be able 1o preserve this knowledge.

‘There is a Zen Buddhist saying : "When an Englightened one touches a dry
rwing, it begins to blossom........"

| etanna hantumicchami ghnato pi madhusudana
I api trailokyarajyasya hetoh ki nu mahikrte

0 Madhusudana, even for the sake ol the kingship of the

three worlds, T do not wish to kill these, even though they ai-
‘ tempt 10 kill me, muchless for this earth?




MATAJI'S REMAKRS "HO SAKTA HAILY
—Ajay Sopury

A) We were allending Mataji’s Janamntosava al Almora in 1964 when the news
arnved about sudkien passing away of Pandit Jawaharial Nehro, Prime Miniseer af
India, and devolee of Mataji,

Owur father Shri. N Sopory, affectionately known o other devotees of Mataji as
sopoy bhai, started a dialosue with Mataji about Pandit Nehru during onc of the
Satsangs,

The previous yeat, the day before Pandit Nebru's birthday . Matagi had organzed
lots of flowers, mala, fruits, sweets without telling in advance for wiomn it all was.
Mataji narrated how carly the next morting with an eptourage bearing all the gifts
Mataji visited Nehruji at his horne (10 bless him on his birchday).

Adthe gate the secunty was informed who had arrived and message relayed 1.
The paily was taken into the Verandah of the house. Nehrujt's sister Vyayalakshmi
Pandil came o receive them and informed "Bhai 1s in Pupa and just comang” and
prayed 1o Ma "that this vear pass well tor bhai (Nehraj). bMatap remacked that hehnjis
sister only asked [or oue year for ham.

Sopory bhai tld the story of Shri. Metilal Nehm (Pt Nchru's (ather) not having
a son only daughters, Modlal's good friend Malviyaji pleaded 1o his Garoji (who had
ere powers - siddhis) to bless Motilal with a son. The saint declared Motilal with a
son. The saint declared Motilal was not fated to have a son. However at Malviyajr's
fervent praver he Blessed Motilalji. In a few days the saint left his mortal body. Sub-
sequently Motilaljr was praced with the birth of Jawaharlalj:.

Snpur}' bhai cnguired Ma, "Is it tikely the Saint wok rehirth as Jawaharlal to
indfHE his biesings?" And Maraji replied “Ho Sakta Hai™.

Mataji remarked PL. hehru passed away as he desired, in harness. When
Tawatharlalji wias not keeping well Mataji advised bim w leave the siressful work and
rebire. however her folt he had a duty o the country to carry on and da his best for
Indii's progress.

2§ ﬂllnuu Matag and a eroup of Hler devotees were conzoule e sonee destmalion by
bulluck.carts and passed nedr she ashrom af a saint who had aclieyod prear e
apnd Tecame proud aboot i,

I owas deciced 1o visit hig. Mataji remained wi the rear ol Lhe part poing ap the
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path to the Ashram. She prompted the umbrella bearer 1o position it over 14di's head
stating 11di was not well. When they entered the verandah of the Ashram Ma kept
the other venerable Jooking ladics i white like Dudi and 1axmiji ¥ankha, to the front
and sal at the rear of the group. When the saint compleied his dbuni - Sadhana inside
and emereed and acknowledped with [olded hands the group locking at 24di sitting
in (e (ont. Then with eves opened wide he glanced lefi and rigt at the membrers of
the proup. and asked "Aap mewn Se Kun Hal Anandamayee Ma7" AL which Matap
uot up from behind laughing and enguired him "Baba, poonchna bhi padega?™

After some satsang with him the group headed down the footpath to the carls.
Suddenly a big black sanke was seem between the wheels of Mataji's Cant. The
devotees were making arrangements to gel a big stick to beat the snake away when
Mataji stopped cveryone's actions and et the spake be, After a while it lelt on its
own. Mataji declared something like "Buba ne apnese chamathkar dikhaya".

Padmahchn & Soporty bhai wera present at this event. Sopory bhai enrguisd of
Mataji, "Is it the saint who ook this form 1o comne and prostate before you to seck
your forgiveness for his pride? Mataji replied "Ho Sakta Ha",

As rclated by .M. Sopory w Ashok and Ajay Sopory

fuiN . . e e et B B BN WY BN BN B B B e Een wme kil L EEE BEE BEE BEE S
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tasran narha vyam hantum dhirtarasiran svabandhavan
svajanart  hi kathawm hatva sukhineh syama madhava

Therelore, it does not behove us 1o kill the sons of
Dhritarashira, our kinsmen, for how can we be happy, O
Midhava, aftcr kilhing our own kith and kin?

\'h_—---—_

»
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EDITORIAL

Shree Shree Anandamavee Sangh's terminal magazine "Anand Varta' was pub-
lished in 1952 during the period of publisher $ri Kamal Bhattacharya. Hindi, Bangla
and Enplish were joined in one. Reverend PanditGopinath Kaviragji was its fomnder.
Although our present publisher Sri. Panu Brabmcharji teok the whole burden of
publication, yet since 1962 this magazine is being published in three diflerent
languages.

In 1473 publication department was put under a helper unit of Shree Shree
Anandamayec Sangha. Dug 1o Shrec Shree Ma's physical absence, alter few vears of
1942 for some special reasons, publication department was in problems. For some
tme, it remaimed closed.

Due to tireless cfforts of Shri, Panu Brahmachari, magazine in a new cover, "Ma
Anandamayce Amrit Varta” began to publish in 1994, But we beg pardon for the
mistakes in serial number in the volomes of 1995 and 1996,

Since 1997, it is continuously published under the cditorial of respected Panuda.
He sent to Press, the Hindi and Bangla volumes of October 2011 isswe, ten days
before his elernal ourney.

He had a deep interest in publication wotk. He bimself checked e final proot
and uged o gi\ré printing order. Today, the editorial gronp of 'Amnt Varta'is teeling
helpless lacking the able publisher and expert editor like him.

We pray to Sri Sti Ma, that his magazine 'Amrit Varta' may become more and
mote widely read and acknowledged by the readers. It should spread the "Amnit Vani'
of Ma. following the steps of our.early publisher and versatile editor Sti. panu
Brahmachan,

This will be the tzae tribute (o Sti Panu brahmachari, our perfect editor and
publisher wha is embraced the lows feel of Ma.

Jai Ma
Editorial Group
Ma Anandmayce Amrit Varts



IN MEMORIAM : SHRI PANU BRAHMACHARI

— Sri Govind Narain, ICS (Retd.)
President
Shree Shree Anandgmayee Sangha

Baat wo kar/Ki jamane me teva nnam rahey,
Kaam wo kar/Ki pase man teri yaad rahey.

Shri Panu Brahmachari is no more with us physically, but we would always
remember him as a gret karmayogi, who dedicated his life as the lotusfeet of Ma until
his last breath. His all round personality manifested in various lfacets, pamicularly in
the field of ashram management, its reles and repulations, legal aspects, old history of
the ashrams. and last but not the least in maintaining Ma's parampara. We have
learnt s wany shings froin lum. He used o give the right dierection at difficult junc-
s, whenever there was a paramount need. He was a remurkable Sadhu who dis-
charped all the tasks with sincerity and show of authority, which he undoubiedly
posscssed.

Shri Panu Brahmachani was the matn architect and builder of Mata Anandamayce
Hospital, Varanasi which was founded wich the inspiration and blessings of Shree
shree Ma, with the principal object of rendening services to 1he suffering humanity.
VUnder his able gidance, the Hospital has shown marked progress o its working. A
nulaber of free medical camps were organized in different places argund Varanasi
and cven oulside the districl, exclusively [or the benefit of the poor and the needy,
where proper medical aid was not available. The spirit of dedication and feeling of
real concem for the sick, evinced by Br. Panuda, was very inspiring, "Tpugh the
Hospial was running a regular financial deficit, it was privileged 1o receive fiom the
UP 3tate Gowt. a recnrring grant of Rs. ¥ lacs per annum, duc to Shri Panpda's
continuous efforts. _

Br. Panuda acted as the poardian/protecter of Ma Anandamayee Kanyapecth,
Varanasi which is a prestigious cducational institution for Brahmacharini girls, repre-
senting an atlempt wo-guide the young students towards undersianding of woman's
duaties and characier, and w combine inslrruction of both modern curmiculum with the
culuvation of the ancient eals, under Gurukul system. :

He was the main pillar of Varanasi ashram which as historically witncssed a
nimber of divine leefa of Ma, and each of 1ts units 1.e. Ma Apnapurna temple, Gopal
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Mundir, Saviiri Maha Yagnashala cic., has its own heritage and significance. But
$hii Panuda worked meticulously to preserve the herithge with the moderst eta of
development. -

Pubiication 1s agother prestigious wings of the Sangha and rhe Central Publica
tion Commilltee was head-quatered at Varanasi. The Managing Hditor of 'Ma
Anandamayee Amri Varta', a quarterly House journal of the Sangha dealing mainly
with the divine life and wachings of Ma in four languages which was regularly
published from Varanasi was managed by Br. Pandua. Also, classic hooks and
litcrature was printed from Varanasi under Br. Pandua’s careful supervision and
liverary acwinen,

l-or the last several years, he used to visit 2l the Branch ashrams of Hastern India,
incloding Kheora and Adi Siddheswari ashrams in Bangladesh. Under his able
leadership, the Hindus and the Muslims of the Tocal arca came together and joined
“Ma Anandamayee movement for the welfarc of the mankind. Br. Panuda never cared
for his health and continued to render his scifless seva lill the end in an exemplificd
manner, which should be a model for any sadhak on the path of spiritualism and
Indian culture.

JATMA

Whether one takes the path of devotion where the "1" last in

the "Thou”, or the path of self - inquiry in search of the true "["
— it is He alone who is found in the "Thou" as well as in the
T
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1st January, 1925—29th October, 2011
Adedicated Soul of Shree Shree Anandamayee Sangha
Respected Shree Panu Brahmachari Maharaj
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BRAHMACHARI PANUDA—AN EXEMPLIFIED
PERSONALITY

—Dr. Debaprasad Mukhopadhyay,
{encral Secretary
5.5. Anandamayce Sanghn

Really i is catremely difficult to gauge that Brahmachari Panuda is na more. The
depth and sprcad to which he manifested himsell in the affairs of shrec Shree
Anandamayee Sangha is really difficutt (o fathom. His multi-dimensional personalily
and unique initiative and leadership make one dumb found hefore his massjve Per-
senality. Therefore, most of the people would be speechless when he would be por-
forming a job like a master craftsman. His mode of operation, nuances and tolal
prescnce were also unique and mostly uncommon to the penple around him. While
he was definitely a stalwart, his mode of operation were rather DNigue, conservative
and old {ashioned, bul he would be lending his ears 1o madem principles silently,
wheneve: required. ' .

Br. Panuda mainly manifested himself ay 5 great Ranmayogi, as if; he came to
play an intimate but diftienlt £ifa of Ma Anandamayee’s monal Lilz in all spheres.
While Ma could have milized him Tor many (acets of ashram's work wilhin Her to1a)
{.ila, She probably thought it best to restrict Br. Panuda in the arca, where he would
excel in a more coaducive and secured manner directly under ma Anandamayce's
kheved aud sight,

Whale Br. Pandua was fully aware of lis versatile capabilities and could fit into
4y module of systems, he conld not cross the barrier due to Ma's effective control
and saperviston on hin. He bad an in-bom aptitude apd tendency o negotiate only
the mast difficull ehallenges, for which he never lacked cither conf; dence or physical
courage. He wan really a dadng man! That's why he could naturally have enthused
peaple around him even under very difficult and chailenging circurnstances. The
Sengha would permanently lose such 2 man in future when challenges would arse!

Norwithstanding the above Wwughness and boldness of his character and manifes-
tton. Br Pandoa was a true symbol of penance and rigrrious life of a wue sadhu,
who would not budge an inch from the dotted lines. In recent times, he could be seen
s race sadhu of detebmination olcomunitment, whe would nid deviute at all from
Ma's pﬁ'ﬁ"t’inparu und reachings. whatsoever, | woudd not forger hien moving in Delhi
SUCCtEn it open anter rickshaw with a Hyht ebaddar on hing wmd 5 pair of Khude
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s feet dering the coldest period ol Januar v, sllE willysaeles oo bos face, Tasked hing
Lo hire ataxi but he would not agree, lest 1t would cost more expenses for the Sangha.
During Jlong and delayved train journmies, I have seen, he would not mind remaining
hungry but not wke any food al all, Maximum be could have a banana and fow sips
of tap water tfrom his typical stainless steel ghaff or mup. [ should be a matter of stnly
as to, still being in white clothes, he commanded highest respect from the world of
topmost sadhus in saffron of this counuy, who would always hesitate to refuse Br.
Panuda's call and attend 10 satsang and give pravachen at ma Anandamayee Ashram,
Kankhal, Handwar. He conld very beautifully project the teachings of Ma as to how
o respect a sadhu and attend on bim, when he was invited or, during a sadhu bhandar
or bidai. Br. Panuda was the frontal face of Ma Anandamayee ashram, and any VIP
or senior sadhus would have to ga through him to have a darshan of Ma or, holding
a "privaie” discussion with Her. Thus he developed an impeccable mannerisin and
culture, very truc e Ma's teachings and parminpara, before the outside world. He
could gather the same respect and accommodation trom very scnior adminisrators,
ministers and Rulers of the states alike. During all his visits, his attire would remain
(he same i.e., a tradilional white lung: and 3 while halfl shirt 10 wear, His subdued but
very strong presence would a]wh:-_,fs be mussing in the arena of Ma Anandamayee
Ashrams! He cxbumed confidence and personality with culinre and magnanimivy in
a very polite manner. That was Br. Pandua, an exemplified personality.

Az a karmayogi, Rr. Panduna left indelible impressions on the varions instititions
of the Sangha, some of which were very dear (o0 Ma Anandamayee. Amongst them
the foremest mention mway be made of Mata Anandamayee Hospatal, Varanas: [or
which he had received the first hand raimng and guidance from Shei Gorupriya Dads,
the great builder of Ma Anandamayee Institutions in the couniry. Thus Br. Panuda
kepttis close association and involvement with Mata Anandamayee Hospital till his
last breath. May be he could net fulfill s dream in the endeavour, but he foughi like
alone fighter in the paramparae of Ma for the improvemeni of the hospital to its goal.

~ The mention may be made of the Institute of Pauranic & Vedic Studies &
Research al Naimisharanaya, which was inspired through Ma's Divine Dlessinps.
Br. Panuda toiled very hard along with other collcagues to fulfill the dreams, but
some of his own colleagues could {‘_:I-'.’_'-I. keep pace with him, and the days of fulfilimen
are yel to be seen. But Br. Panuda again kept himsclf loyal to Ma's insliuctions to the
last.

While Shree Shree Ma Mam:_lamaym Kanyapeeth, Varanasi has becn a scif-
managed Institution by the brahmacharinis and senior girls in the strict perampara of
Ma Anandamayee and Curupriya Didi, towards his last phase of life, Br. Pandua
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stood firmly as a protector-guard (o help and protect thig Institution in totality. Today,
the Brahmachanms of Kanvapecth {eel that they have {dst a rusted and dependahle
guardian. Apart from this, Br. Pannda’s rede in developing and protecting Branch
Ashrams like Vindhyachal, Eheora, Siddheswari, Agartala and others would be wit-
ten in golden letters in the annals and the history of the Sangha.

We could see the glitters in the eyes of Br. Fanuda, when the Sangha was cel-
cbrating its Golden Jubilee in 2010-11. As nsual, he 1ook the greatest burden and
initiative and load to make it a success like a young man at the age of 85. ltappeared,
as if, Br. Pannda was celebrating his own golden jubilee with the zeal of a young
man. It was uniquc that Ma Anandamayee Herself was celebrating Br. Panuda's
Birthday every year and she used to earmark special funds to make it a success.
Really Ma hersell brought him up like Her own sen with all the love and affection,
(heteby making him a bruc soldicr to carry forward Ma's legacy for the posteritics.
Rr. Panuda fonght like a young man with all his ambitions, and in 1944 he reached
Ma Anandamayee for a darshan, but by 1947, he permanently settled down in Ma's
ashram zs a Bralunachari, surrendering his whole lifc, comfort and ambiticns at the
lotus feet of Ma.

Br. Punuda 15 no more but he has lett an idelible matk for any young aspirant to a
model life of austerity and sacrifice towards the path of becoming an ascetic. B should
be a lesson for everybady to emulate how to become a sadhu and shape one's hiein
achieving That—ithe Lotus Feet of Stwee Shree Ma.

The Supreme Father, Mother and Friend — verily, God is

all of these. Consequently, how can there be a cause or reason
far his Grace? You are His, and is whatever way he may draw
you Lo lm, it:1s for the sake of revealing himsclf 10 you,




"PANUDA"
—Christopher

Hete are noles (rom a conversation between Neeta Mehta and Panuda 1o Febm-
ary 2001 in Varanasi.

Panuda Grst met Ma in Janvary 1944, and from then on there was a gradual
increase in attraction, and he would meet her when she was in Calcutta or Varanas:.
After his post—grﬁﬂuatinn and before his results were out he was offered a provisional
jub as a lecturer at Calcuita womans college, probably beeause he was a favourite
wiih his professors. He was hardly 21 years old. Before taking up the appointment he
had an urge te pay his respects to his mother, his grandmother, his uncle and S1i Ma
- il she was available. By co-incidence Ma was in Varanasi when he dame. Within 5
minutes Ma called his uncle Kalachand and then bim. She said that Kalachand had
mentioned that he (Pamwda} was going for ajob m ﬁbalculta, However the Vidyapeeth
boys were moving to Varanasi in January 1947, and he was inclined towards teach-
ing, why nol did Pannda take charge of them. Panuda was perplexed by this request
and answered that he would think it over,

2-3 months after this Sri Ma came o Caleutta Ashrarm and he heard abnut it and
went i meet her, Didi spotted him and trealed him as someone: who had gbsconded,
ook him to 511 Ma, saying "Kalachands nephew has come”. Ma said to him in Hindi -
"Things that ase 1o be done today, dv them now!” He realised wha this fiieant, though
he had no prior intention to come to the ashram.

Mau continued in Bengali "This body is poing to Varanasi today (3" Feb 1947).
Accumpany me.” He kept quict. Didi teld him that Ma was saying to get his luggage
as they were going together, 1.ike an-instrument he was back in 2 hours. Ma bad
already arranged for a ticket for him in her compartiment, along with Didi and Buni
didi. He had nothing to say, and they arrived on 6th Feb. Ma knew he was to come
and he felt be had no option to say No. Before Ma he could not say no.

He said he was the last person to aspire for Moksha or Samad. He simply -
dedicated to Ma, and her ideals and ashramseva. He said that was his beginning, and
it would b his end aiso.

He was atiracted to Sri Ma bécause she was perfection incarnate. She taught him
everything he knew, from the lowest work. People wondered how he knew aboul
Puja, Pratishta, for example he was not a brahmin. Sri Ma taught hitu. His advice for
devolees isto [ollow what Ma has taught. What Ma asks them to do,

Yai Ma
#



"AS I KNEW HIM"

[Late Panu Brahmachari 1925-2011]
—Ramlal
(Nephew Panuda}

In Anandamayee ashram, Kashi (¥ aranasi}, there is a plague installed 1 a ground
(oor roum with this inscription oo it : "In memory of Late Kadambini Basu Roy,
sister of lare Ashwant Kumar Dutta of Bagsal, East EBengal, who lived here.” Ma held
ter hand 111l the last breath left her body in Kashi ashram in 1948/49. Panuda, as he
was known to Ma's devotess, was this lady’s grand son. Late Kalachand
Brabmacchary, one of Ma's oldest devotees trom acca and the first in-Charpe of
Kanyapith, aiso a renowncd freedom fighter in the 19205 and 1930s, was this lady's
son, and Panu Brahmachary's untcle. Panuda was also my father's first cousin. Late
Katachand intoduced my father, known as Ranada, and Panuda 1o Anandamayes
ma. Both becamne her lifelong devotees. Ashwini Kumar also engulfed Late Kalachand,
my father, Panu uncle, my grandmother and ber daughters, One of thetn, Sanmyasini
Amnitaprana. also Panuda’s cousin sister, is in Sarada Math, Calcutia for the last sixty
Vears.

Panuda was born in Kolkata on 1" Janvary, 1923, when his father was emplayed
in Ceylon. His college narne was Kanakanshu Bose. He Jost his father and brother at
a young age. His mother, 2 very affectionate person, became Ma's devotee and dicd
- in Kashi ashram in 1975. He was a meritorious stndent, completing ns MA in His-

tory with Honours from Caleutta University in lale 1940s. T heard frow my aunts that
Panu uncle, then in his twenties, led an upper class life and was fastidious about his
dress. He once told me that in his student days in Scettish Church College in Calcutta;
he was insttumental in inviting Metaji Subhas Chandra Bose to devliver a non-politi-
cal speech o the students.

On his way (o appuar for a job interview in 1947, and in his twenties, he stopped
in Kashi ashram 1o meet his uncie for whom he had a high regard, He saw Ma, and
came under her Divine spell. I changed his life completely, and he becames Ma's
devoiee and Brahmachan [or lile. he never went for that inverview! For the next
sixty vears he worked relentlessly and selflessly for the benefit of Ma's ashrams,
obeying Ma's instructions all the time. Most of the time he was with Ma making her
wavel and staying arrangements, as well as organizing the work of various funciions

‘in the ashrams all over India. Ma assigned to him all types of work - from organizing
"Annakool puja in Kashi to making travel ammangemnments lor ber trip to Agartala, Tripur,
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- shortly before her demise. 11e told me that as far as he could recall, Ma sent hiio to
Kashi for Annakoot every year since 1957; and on Ma's instructions, and the deity of
Goddess Annapumna was brought from Dacca to Varanasi one year before Dacca
was included in Fast Pakistan, The only other such deity of gold is installed in
Vishwanath temple in Varanasi. '

Making travel arrangements to Agartala for Ma was a daunting task even for him
bevause of ronbled times. Ma asked him not to (cll any ene about this mp. But, more
he thought about it_he came fa the conclasion that he could not risk itby deoing things
himself. He told me that be (el that only Mrs. ladira Gandhi, then prime minister of
India, could render help to make it a safe mip for Ma. He decided to seek Ma's [or-
giveness for breaking the secrecy Ma wanted. He travelied 1o New Delln 16 mect
Mrs. Gandhi, and phoned her office from the public phone booth in the railway
station! Promplly, a special rail cornpartment for Ma was added to a urain with arned
goards in front and rear compartments. Then, to facilitate land travel, he met the
Marxist chief minister of Tripura. Ma's trip there was, huge success,

.My Panu uncle narrated several interesting situations to me over a span of many
years. One was about Ma's birth. Ma's grandmother was very eager for her son to get
a baby boy instead of a gitl. So. shortly before Ma's birth she walked several miles
from Ma's birth place Kheora, in undivided Tripua state, to the famous Kali temple in
Agartala, which stil) exists in all its glofy, to worship Goddess Kali and make her
wish. I.ittle did she know that Ma's coming to earth was pre-ordained? S0, when the
time came to make her wish before Ibe deity, she uttered "Oh Goddess, please grant
tny wish that my son gets a baby GIRL!" She later said that some inncr voice made
her say like this! 1 heard from him the tascinating story of the founding of Kashi -
ashram and how Ma found the sput and, later, bad the vision of the signing of the
land Iecd from several hundred miles away. Ma also told devotees that six or seven
hundred years ago this plot housed a Sadhus' Akhara {Ashram}, and she had visions
of these sadhus dancing with joy when the building of the present Kashi ashram was
startcd. He told me that the exact spot of the Mahayagna beld in Kashi for 5 years in
the 1950s had a special significance according to Ma The spot has been preserved o
this day, but only Ma knew its significance. Pandit Nehru, a disciple of Ma, entrusted
the work of building (he city of Chandigarh to world famous French architect |.e
Corbusier, who, while on a boat trip on the Ganges in Varanasi, expressed his desire
to design a modern temle on the bank of huly Ganges river in Varanasi, which would
stand the tcst of Gme like the Pyramids in Egypt. 13ut, space for sGh a wemple was
almost impossible to get in congested Vuranasi, But, God granted his wish. He'de-
signed the foundation of Ma's weple adjacent to Kashi ashram (0 withstand  lew
thousand yeares! Panu uncle told me this. And in this wmple, under Panncda’s supervi-
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sion the last statue of Ma was installed a few months before Panuda's demise.

My Panu uncle also told me the astounding story of bow Gopal landed in Kashi
ashram.' Another fascinating saga is how Gopal managed to iticrease his daily bulter
ration. One of Ma's devotees residing abroad visited Kashi ashram and complained
o Panuda that Gopal's daily burteer ration is 100 small w please Gopal. Completely
surprised, he made enquiries and found that only five mpees worth of butter was
offered Lo Grpal as fixed in 1950s. At today's prices this buys a pittance. This devolce
made a sizeable donaticn and requecsted him to carmark this for Gopal. Te wld me
that it was astounding that he, sitting in Kashi, did not know about his, but, this
devotee froan aborad came to know about 18! Then, there arc the incidents of the
chost of Tehn and sadbu Muokt baba's (a Pretasiddha person) work with spirits in
burning ghats of Kasli on soine auspicious new moon gights, Panu uncle almost
accompanicd Mukti Baba on a particular night, but backed off at the last moment
because he bad ot taken Ma's permission for this venturs. That night was quite an
experience even [or this sadhu. He forced an evi) spirit of Varanast 1o do penance,
and thus liberated him!

Late Panuda was a superb organizer and administrator. One without equal, I
think. His success in revitalizing Apandamayee Hospital in Kashi 1s well known in
Kashi. He conld, and did manage all types of sitnations without using caleulators,
mobile phones, computers, etc. The only gadget he carried with him was his pocket
walch from his student days. His small room in Kashi ashram had a small cot and a
small desk and a chair. Hundreds of Ashram's documents were kept in this room.
How he could locate the one he wanted always amazed me. Even in his eighties his
memory and ability to recall narmes and incidents were phenomenal.

His ability w gel work done by others — (tom employees of Kashi hespital o
scnior burcaucrats was simply exceptional. He was at casc discussing situations with
renowned Ma's devolees like Late Pannalal #CS, Tehri roval family persons, Lawe
Yogibhai {Raja of Solan), Late Mr. Indira Gandhi, Lare P.L.. Verma, renowned
enpgineer and chairman of UPSC, respected industrialists like Late Kantibhai Munsii
Late B K. Shah etc. The Ramna Kali temple in Dacca was a famous shrine and Ma's
favotite. It was razed to ground months before Bangladesh was born. Ma sent Panu
uncle to meet Late Sheikh Mujib-Usr-Rehman, the first President of EBangladesh o
obtain the exact spot of land in Dacea wheare Ramna Kali [e:_npie once stood withthe
intention to rebuild it. 1t was not granted; but, an altemate site was offered which was
declined by Ma because the original spot had some significance known only 1o Ma.
Later, he met General Ershad, then President of Bangladesh to get improvements
done in the village where Ma was born, Kheora. This work got dane, The respect he

]I. See attached shoet
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got from such eminent personalities is hard 1o believe. If he wanted to, he could
berome the tap officer in any organization. But, due to Ma's blessings, he lived a
spiritual life and immersed himselfin selfiess work for others (thatis, Nishkam Karmna}.

Pann uncle taught for some time in Ma's Vidyapith in Almera in 1950s.
Manasorovar and Mount Katlash, the holiest of Hindu pilgrim places, was only 2
days of trekking from there in the 1950s. He L'Wi}:f: made plans to go there; but, coald
niot because he could not obtain Ma's permission in time. He told me that Parmananda
Swamijee went there twice; once without any blanket! His ideal was such an act. He
scemed to take pleasure in denying his body any comfort whatsoever; and also
undersoing severgd hardship in cveryday life. He shunned taslj, foods after entering
Ashram. When he came to our hovse for a day or two to see his mother, he would

intentionally mix the two of three items served to him 1o ruin their taste! I think that ke
wanted toconguer all desires normal to a human being, and he succecded. He would
not accept any thing from any one. He furiously objected to my gift of & shawl last
year.

Panu uncle's spiritual life began in his twengics when he visited Kashi ashram for
the first time in 1947 and became Ma's devotee immediately. Tt ended after about
sixty years when his last rites were performed in Oct 2011 at. Mamkarnika Ghat,
. Varapasi (UP). During these sixty years, he spent all his encrgy and time doing Ma's
work while living the lifc of a Brahmachary and also Shuddhacbary. From managing
Ma's hospital in Kashi; to organizing Kumbha Mela camps set up on Ma's pame; to
supervise Annakoot festival in Kashi ashram, to get a bridge built and make
electricity available in Ma's birthplace in Bangladesh, he would rush w any place il
Ma's work was invoived whatever be his physical condition. Even a fow weceks
before his death at the age of 86, he visited Ma's ashram in Kedarnath for work,
against medical advice and in spite of many health problems he suffered. Omly (o me,
that too rarely, he would confide the physical pain and ailments he suffered in his
eightics. Put, using his lremendous mental strength he would go anywhere and suffer
any hardship for Ma's work. If Ma's work was involved, absolutely nothing could
dé1Br-him from going there. Many times he would go without food prid even water to
get Ma's work done in remote places. I once asked him why he rigorously stuck to
Shuddhachary's food and water which was not avilable in many places. He replied
that since it was Ma's instructions, it must be good for him. Once, he returned from
Badonath shrine with severe kidney problems and in great pain due 1o dehydration
suffered hecause "shuddba” water was not available during his stay.

Durwardly, a slerh person and a disciplinarian like his uncle Late Kalachand; he
had a lot of affeetion for some, including inmatcs of Kanyapeeth and his relatives. He
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battled to save the lives of n}:'h:} Brahmacharinis in Kanyapeeth suffering from grave
illnesses, and was prict stricken when they died. Howéver, it was my observation
- that o lnm Ma's work ook precedence over every one!

Work was worship to him. The hours be worked daily and the number of timcs
he traveled in a year in his garb of a Brabhmachari and sometimes without food and
waler, is simply mind bogging. His life was an embodiment of selfless work in Ma's
cause and complete adherence o Ma's teachings and instructions to him. He was one
of the greatest Karpia Yogis of modem era. According to Hindn scriptores, one of
the paths 10 (God realization is being a Karma Yogi. If this'is true, surely Late Panu
Brahmachary has antained God-realization, and his Atman has merged with the Brah-
man for eternal biiss,

The story of Gopal in Kashi ashram

This was told to me by Panu uncle about five years ago.

Magf years ago the Gopal deily, now in Ma Anandamayee Ashram, Varanasi
(Kashi), was worshipped by a priest in Kashi in his home. The expensc for the puja
and arati and the priest's living expenses were regularly rernitted by a wealthy family
in East Bengal. Afier partition of India such remittances stopped. The poor priest
managed for a short time by taking personal loans. But, even this came to ap end. In
despair, this priest told the deity that he wonld drop Gopal in the Ganges River and
he himself would live by asking for alms. Atnight, he heard in his dream that Gopal
furbade him te do this. The priest found ititapossible to perform puja, "bhog”, arati,
elc without some money. Again he repeatéd to Gopal the same plan. He got the same
order.in his dream. Afler a few nighis, the priest was told ty Gopal to give him to a

-Mahatma who has recently come to Kashi and has an ashram in Kashi. The pricst
kncw no Mahatma, bul, he did know about Dr. Gopinath Kabiraj, a renowned
Sansknit schelar and Ma's devotee, The priest narrated this tw bim; and, Dr. Gopinath
Kabjraj brought him to Ma in ashram, Ma immediately ordered the deity o be brought
toéshram and held it in her lap affectonately when it arrived,

e of Ma's senior devotecs teld Ma that aghram had inadeqaate facility to install
' (:opals deity in a remple and suggested that it shonid be taken to another ashram. Ma
reptied that Gopal would make his own arrangements :ind none of her devolees need
bother aboult i, She asked 10 keep the deity in the Annapurna temple in the first floor.
In the course of time Gopal got his throne and garland of precious gems by asking
select devotees! Itis believed thar if Gopal wants something, he subtly makes it known
to his select devinee, who gets no peace untii it is gifted (o Gopal.

And, to this day Gopal is reverently worshipped in Kashi ashrarn and thousands
of develess come for its Darshan every year.

e



A VACUUM VERY DIFFICULT TO FilL.1L
" —Krishna Bancrjec

Silently active with ene-pointed dedication, fastidious and patiently persevering
for excellence in performance, frugal in speech, exemnplary in his austerely simple
living and exalied standard of service, a vigilant care-taker shouldening a wide spec-
trum of duties and responsibilities, a stern task-master yet thoroughly dependable and
full of concem for the huge tamily of ¥n Sti Ma's devotees—1hal is the image of Late
$ri Panu Brahmachanii, our revered Panuda, indelibly imprintcd on the canvas of
our memeory. For many, he was just indispensable, and his end unthinkable. T'o many,
he was the ultimate touchstone tor verification and assessment of views. Extermely
prudent and balanced in decision-making, be always invited other's opinions and
cncouraged dialogue. For over six decades, he was inextricably associated with all
the instifutions run under the holy name of 5ni Sn Ma. Whether in view of not, his
towering presence was felt everywhere within Ashram precincts. And yct he was
quitc inditferent to publicity. About a year back, he turned down the offer of publish-
ing his shon life-sketch in a renowned journal, apparent dislike for being in the timelight,
Panuda will always be remembered with revercace for baving rendered whole-hearted
service Lo the last drop of his physical strength. May his noble soulrest in peace, at the
feet of Sr Sn Ma.



DOWN THE MEMORY LANE WITH PANUDA
—Saniu}f Ghosh

We had'a honse at Luxa a1 Varanasi. Each year guring Puja vacation I along with
my family used 1o visit there. While at Varanasi, my parents wore meticulous about
two things. A must visit to Ramakrishna Mission and a mandatory visit to Ma
Anandamoyce Ashram at Bhadaini. From my childheed recollection till to day Panuda
never sectned to grow older or aged to me. To my eyes the outward appearance of his
age has remained static. Of course-as a school growing child 1did not have much
inreraction with hirm but whenever { visited Ma's Ashararn at Varanasi [ always had a
strange and queer feeling that I have come (0 a place of a close relative more akin
to'Mamarbari' This (eeling may have developed due to the fact that I was the grand-
son (daughtcrs side) of Sarojendu Nath Dutia who was a close associale to Sree Sree
Ma. 1 could feel the pulse of homely warmth and sincerity when Panuda interacted
with my parents cspecially my father {descendent of Swami Premananda} who was
mainly associated with Ramakrishna Mission and had litde connection with Sree
Ma's Ashram before mamiage with my mother {dﬂ.llghti:l'.ﬂf Sarojendra Nath Putta
also known as Sarcjbaba). To day, at this age [ realize the tremendous magnetic {orce
of Panuda's Personality even ta attract and mesmenye a person like my father who
was earlier in no way conngeted with this Ashram.

It is a nsual norm that a person of spiritual and ascetic path denounces and dlluu.*,
disciplinc in thé material world. Panuda was an exception. The return of the Ma
Anandamoyes Hospital at Varanasi to its past glory bears testimony 10 this fact. The
constructinn of Bhakia Nibas is another landmark, achievement in Panduda’s vision
o coliate close disciples of Ma. .

In this connection, I would remain ever indebted to Panuda. As mcnlmm:d catlicr
we had a hovse al Varanasl which was 30ld around the 80's decade as there was no
one o superyise (the said property. But my parents were very sad on the issue as they
had taken Varanasi as their second homeland after Kolkata. My sisier in law Sutapa
{daughter of Guruprasad Brahma) was residiﬁg at Ashram at that time. She casually
informed my wife about the project of ‘Bhaki nibas'. I remember it was Sunday. My
father immediately rang Pandu and our refuge and shelter at the Bhakia Nibas was
‘suarantced.
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On passing away of my father in 2008 my mother frequently visited and stayed at
Bhakta Nivas. My task was o escort her and ber return to Kolkata. [ used to return
(he following day. 1his was not acceptable 16 Panuda. On cvery visithe used 10 insist
that I stayed back a couple of days muore. Teould strongly feelthe definite warrith and
sincerity in his feelings. So much 50 that sometimes he used (o question me have you
become more busy lawyer than your father?’

When ever there is any talk ot Panuda I could visualize a specalacled Panuda
hemined by heaps of papers and {iles at the hospital office. The chowkee where
Panuda used (o retire in the night was even more a,maziﬁg to te. The single chowkee
over a thirg was always dumped with paper and files. | ofien wondered how a person
can retire freely during night withou dlsrurhmg those papers and files. Only possible
for a Yogi!

Panuda always kept very strict 5upervmnn and vigilance in respect of-Puja
Performance and Prasadam at Varanasi Asfirarn. He had strictly maintained che
standard, norms and procedures as laid down by Sree Sree ma and wonld not hulge
andfor deviate an inch from it and would only adhere by the rule book.

Onc amazing aspect of Panuda was his strict penance and discipline. Pandua
ofien used 1o undertake railway journey 1o varous places as he was the prme mover
in the Ashram in its various programmes and functions. He never touched the blan-
ket provided in ihe A.C. compartment and at times had to spent the night siting due
o cold!

On one occasion while retutning from Agartala coroute Varanasi ho along with.
his wides mads a brief stopover al my brother-1a-law's place at Salt Lake. Kolkala. By
his very appearance Panuda seemed 1o be very tired and thirsty. But despite repeated
requests and persuasion Panuda wonld accept nothing, even waier, to quench his
thirst! Lastly some one suggested Greeen coconut which Panuda accepted to gquench
his thirst.

On September 2011 when 1 visited Varanasi I met Pandua at Ashram to take
jeave. This was my last but memorable meeting with him. He asked me "when you
are coming next?”

- "When you will call me again’ I replied without thinking.

Panuda scanned my face for some moments but remained silent. I ser out for
Mughal Sarai to board my train for Howrah. I really lament to day that T failed w
decipher the strange silence of Panuda to my answer al that time. 't hat Panuda coutd
forsee that there will be no Turther opponunity Tor me to meet ham again.
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On the previous day to Pandudas passing away I had a feeling of restlessness the
wholc day but could not ascertain the real causc. The shiocking news of this passing
away unfold the real cause of my restless ness. Pandua 1s no more in this mortal
world but has lefi behind indelible valumes of happy memonies. It is not only a grear
loss to the Ashram bud also a personal irretricvable loss to me.

[.as(ly, to conclude I may sat say that this article is cnly a humble tribine 1o the
greal soul which 1 was so fortunate to mect and interact. I would like to post my
disclaimer that [ am an ordinary person thoroughly involved in wotldly activities.
‘Fhis article 1s a projection and glimpse of a Great Soul like Panuda in the eyes of an
ordinary man like me. [ have not attempted to highlight or discuss any malters of
spirituality or divinity,

r - )

These who, prompted by a deep yeaming for the vision of
the Supreme Being tread this long and difficult path, can do so
only by His grace. To take refuge in patience is the only accept-
able attitude of mind. One must pever lose hope. Whercver }f:f-u

may be placed and under whatever circumstances, let your think-

ng be centred in Him and in Him alone.

N - e




PANUDA — A GREAT KARMAYOGT
—Brﬂhmacharml Geeta Banerjee

Aneta; of the history of Shree Shree Anandamayee Sangha ended. From the very
day of It 's existence a Karmabeer, dutiful and a saint devoled 1o the service of man-
kind, a very very special devatee of Shree Shree Ma Panuda is no more with us. With
the passing away of Panuda on last 29th October 2011 an era of Sangha ended.

Kceping with the ideals of Shree Shree Ma intact, following the waditions of the
Ashrams without any variation, always remembering the pious feet of Shree Shree
Ma Panuda continued to be faithful to his duties alone. He never deviaied from his
set path by difficulties or ups and down. Difficultics may be innumerable but he
faced all squarely, and completed his dut.cs easily with patience devotion and
SEIICUSNESS. _

In the eyes of all Panuda was a Karmayogi. He was completely devoted to Ma. |
He never cared for praise or blame or notoriety. What is the source of this. What is the
cause. The true cause is only and only the unflinching devolion ic Ma and Lo worship
Ma. In this contex: a very interesting incident has been described in the thirteenth part
of the book "Shree Shree Ma Anandama},ree by rcspectab]e Gurupriva Didi. Didi
WSS -

"Ma is in Solan for the last twenty five: days. We are E.'I'I_]l‘_}}’ll'lg Ma will go
elsewhere within four or five days."

(One fine evening a Brahmachari of our Ashram e ta have a taik with Ma all
alone. I was studying in the nearty small room adjoinitig the room of Ma. Afier hav-
ing his private talk with Ma he went out. When I entered the room of Ma, Ma said,
"[Didi, something happened today. He was asking—-" Whom should I meditate upon?”
He is initiated by Devi Ginj) Maharaj. The Kheyal of this body was that he must be
dircoted in accordance to that. He told me what namc he was entreating just at the
‘same time [ clearly saw an image standing near the corner of the bed, who raising his
hands was trying to draw cur attention. While talking with him when I again lookcd
to words that image even then it was hinting "

Fhe direction towards which Ma ways directing a big and a small picture of Wa
was hanging. Beyond that there was the door of my room. Though Ma toed to
conceal yet Tunderstood that by indicating the pictures of Ma, that image was hinting. -
to concentrale on Ma. '

Luaughing | asked "Oh ! Was that image hinting towards the doors of my room?
Hi, was the image?" Ma replied, "He was some whai like Farthasarathi, his dress
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was like him. He was stanﬂmg erect. Do you know l-nﬁ armis were reaching up 10
knees. He was indicating stretching his long arms.”

After small pausc Ma again said, "At first there was no Kheyal, Later on came a
Kheyal that Bhagawat was there.”

Wrapped in a cloth a copy of Bhagawat was kept in that corner. An}rhm;ifl called
back the Bralmachari and told hiu. He also wid that while talking to him Ma was
looking towards that corner again and again, Fnding Ma in attentive ke also hesi-
tated to ask more quesiions. I old him that though Ma was trying io tell him Lo con-
centrate according Lo his initiation yet he liked Ma more. So Lord Krishna himsolf
was hinting to concetttrale on the image of Ma. 8¢ pow onwards vou keep this
picture of Ma with you always.

The picture under discussion was the picture in which Ma was seated on a stone.
Ydo pet remember when and where this phatograph of Ma was taken. Looking to-
wards the picture he said " A similar picture is in my room. I like this photograph very
much.” Again concealing herself Ma said "Who knows what he was indicating, the
door of your *oom 1s also on that side.” .

Hearing this Treplied jovfully, "Yes you are right f)ussibly indicating towards my
door Lord Krishna must have asked (o meditate on me."

Listcning this Ma alsa laughed. Then Ma asked the Brahmachan “Well do this
whenever you sit to meditate try to concentrate on the i tmage of [ord Krishna, as |
have asked formerly then pay respect to him,

[ater on other inhabitants also came W know zbout this incident and all were
surprised.

The Brahmachari about whom Gurupriva Didi wrote was non but Panuda, At
that time maost possibly Panuda was twenty five years old. Savitt Yagna was going
on ai Varanasi Ashramn. Being invited many pious and senior {spectal) saints came to
participate in the Yagna. By the order of Shree Shree Ma Panuda was initiated by
shree Devi Ginji Mahara). On that day he was discussing with Shree Shree Ma
about his Japa, Mediation and Sadhana He wanted to know on whom he should
concentrate. In between Shree Shree Ma said that Iord Krishna himself in the attire
of Parthasarathi was asking Panuda to meditate on Ma hinting and showing the pic
ture of Shree Shree Ma, because Panuda liked Ma. Bt Ma  directed him that he
should meditate on Shree Krishna for somelime, pay respect to Him and then he
should start meditaticsi. At the evening time in ﬁ:mnE‘ 1 read that portion from the
hook of Gurapniya Didi and asked Panuda if he had that phﬂtu of Shree Shree Ma
wilh mm? Panuda nodded with a smile.
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Thus Yogeshwar Shree Krishna himself directed a #pecial Karmayogi of modern
age 1o meditale on Ma. We always found Panuda to aﬁsenat dawn by 3 O'clock in the
morning and sat 1o meditate. Later on he arose by 4 o'clock. Never he vitiated.

How Panuda was-given a new name is described in the fifteenth volume of the
book Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee by Gurupnya Didi.

"26" may 1955- Ma's Kheyal was that il a few mMOTC Persons are iven now
names in that day it would be good. Opening the Panchang it was found that, that day
wis very auspicious. So Brahmachar Kusum was christened as Shukadevananda,
Brahmachari Panu as Gambhirananda. A boy named Narmada Shankar Vyas came
fram Gujrat, he was given the rame Dattatreyananda. As per Ma's Kheyal bath Kusum
and Panu were observing silence since inorring. A Bhandara was organized on this
occasion.” The name given by Ma was Gambhirnanda, so he did everything with
patience, seriousness and devonion, |

Panudz was born at Koikata on 1* Jannary 1925, His name was Kanakanshu
Bosc. Father Sri Sudhanshu Bose was a Diwan at state of Maharaja of Dinajpur.
Formerly he was in service at Ceylone (Moderm Srilanka). The childhood days of
Panuda were spent at Ceylone, Mother Smit. Satindra Mohini Devi, who was knawn
as Mashima in the Ashram, was a very religious minded lady. Along with Pamsda
she also uscid to reside at the Ashram. In 1975 at the hospital of Shrec Shree Ma
Anandamavee she breathied her Jast and got shelter in the lotus feet of Shree Shree
~ Ma forever. Panuda bad an elder brother Deeptanshu Bosc, who-died at an carly age.

Panuda was educated at Scottish Church College, Kolkata up to intermediate
standard. Since his student life be was a versatile wriler. He won many prizes in
cssay competitions. As a student once he met Sri Subhash Chandra Bose along with
his colleagues and very earnestly pleaded i 1o deliver a speech in a college
funcuon and he succeeded.

Punwda appearcd 1n the B.A. cxamination at Dinajpur. There. his father 5n
Sudhansu Bosc left for his heavenly abode in 1943, He got an M. A, Degree in His-
tory from Kolkatla University. He was a geniug student of the Wniversity.

The grandmother of Panuda Smi. Kedambini Prisis Roy was the sister ol very
respectuble and patriot leader of Barishial S0 Ashwini Kumar Dua Her youngest
som 8 Kalachand Brahmachari juined she freedom fighters following the toolsieps
 his mater il uncle. He went w jail for many times on his own occord. 1e spent
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twenty-eight years of his life in the jail. He was imprisened in the fort of Chunar for
10 years, In 1942 S0 Kalachand Brabmehari met Shree Shree Ma for the first time ar
Dhaca. Later on he mel Ma at Vindhyachal and Varanasi too. Meeting Ma he felt so
happy that he stayed away from serving the motheriand and iouk shelier a1 the foet of
Shree Shree Ma.

Once Panuda came to Varapasi along with his uncle. It was in 1944, Karapatriji
was conducting a Yagna at Assi Ghat. Shree Shree Ma was invited and she went,
There Panuda got a glimpse of Shree Shree Mz and he was deeply impressed. Fol-
lowing the footsteps of his uncle he offered his whoie life at the Lotus Feet of Shree
Shree Ma forever. Then Kanyapeeth was running at a rented house at Debnathpura,
under the guidance of Sn Kalachand Brahmachari. Panida also stayed there for some-
tirne and served the Kanyapeeth by purchasing goods and vegetables from the mar-
ket. Whatcver hE did, he u:hd it with the best of his ability. He was a Karmayogi by
barth.

Afier 1947 LC.S. examinations were stopped. [ndian adménistrative Service, LA.S.
¢ame into existence. Panuda desired to appear in the exanunau-an But due to the
inspiration of Shree Shree Ma he left the idea.

On &" ['ebruary 1947, Pannda along with his mother came to Ashiani to live here
permanently. Sine then he never Jooked back, and never went home. He didn't keep
any contact with his relatives. Only his nephew Sri Ramlatda was in touch with him.
That also due to the fact Ramlalda was rebom by grace of Shree Shree Ma. The
details can be found in the book of Gurupriya didi. Panudd, stuck to the ideals of a
true Brahmchari up to the end of his life.

Atthattime "Akhanda Savitd Yagna” was being conducted al Varanasi Ashram,
Pamda got himself attached to the service as a helper.

Atter the Yagna since 1949-1957 Panuda got himsel( involved in teaching the
young Brahmchans in Vidhyapeeth at Almora. He tavght Fuglish. He inspired the
boys 1o lead a healthy life by taking part in the pames with them and by taking carc bl
them. There was a tree of Toon at Almora Ashram. Shree Shree Ma (old that respect-
able Panpda and reverend Bhaiji had relations with that Toon tree.

Panuda teld us a story or incident when he was ar Vidyapeeth.

It was 1935 Ma was at the Ashram of Patal devi. All the child Brahmcharis wer
alsir there, One day at (he dawn hearing the exited voice of a boy Panuda scolded him
and struck him on the cheek. Shrec Shree Ma was lying in her room_ Suddenly Panuda
was called into her room. Geing there he found Ma was lying on her right side. As
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s00n as he entered the room Ma showed him her righe cheek and said, "Look what
happened. Some one saikingme went out, ™ Rewildered Pamuda saw that there werc
very cluar five finger prints on the cheek of Ma. Panuda was strack dumb. It was
beyond imagination. A few minutes ago he had struck the boy on his right cheek.
Since (hen he ncver beat anyone.

In the divine Kheyal: ol Shree Shree Ma Narmdeshwar Shiva Lingams was
getling installed in the mandir of Bhaiji at Almora. In accordance to the direciion of
Shree Shree Ma Panuda visited Varanasi (o colicet Shiva Linga, the image of Parvat
and Nandi along with other articles of Pooja and installation. Shree Shree Ma herself
put ali the articles in two boxes and closed the lids and bandead them over 10 Panuda.
At Kathgodam Panuda alighied from the irain and took the bus for Almora. In spite
ihe objection of the bus conductor Panuda put the boxes in the bus and ot on the
roof of the bus. While crossing a bridge near Ranikhet, the steering system of the
bus failed and bus began to fall into the deap valley near about cwenty feet bejow. It
struck against the branch of a tree, tumed turtle and hanged there. All the, luggage
kept on the toof of the bus fell into river overly 100 [i. below. But the boxcs contain-
ing Shiva and articles of worship remained in tact. Hearing the ery of the bus passen-
gers Lhe passers by looked down and understood the sitvatien. Then with the help of
a government crane the bus was lifted. OF course anyhow Panuda came out of the
bus by catching the branches of a tree. He came upon the road. More or less all the
huis passengers were injurcd bul Panuda was all ight. Thus by the grace of Ma Panuda's
lifc was saved. At the rght time Shivalinga wasg installed-in the tempie of Bhaiji av
Almora Ashram in the holy presence of Ma: All the passengers of the bus aiso real-
izcd that their life was saved by the prace of Shree Shree Ma. So on the day of
installation of Shiva all came to the Ashram. Later on ihe passengers also built a
Shiva temple on the site where bus accident took place.

Shrec Shree Anandamayee Sangha was established in 1950 at Varanasi Ashram.
Panuda got attached with the Sangha on the very day of its establishment. Duning the
month of June 1958 Panuda ook over the charge of Sangha from Sri Kamal
Brahmachari {Virajanandaji). He was appointed as the joint scerctary and later on
first hielper of the scoretary. Aftera slight change in the censtitution of the Sangha he
was up graded as the 3encral Secretary. Since January 1965-1972 he was the
General Secrelary of the Sangha. AL present (at the nme of his demise) he was the
vice president.

"Samyam "h.l{JLdlld Mahavrata” is a very important rfiwwal orgamzcd and arranged
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by Sangha Jirst Samyam Saptaha was held at Varanasi®Ashram i 1952 Since 1952-
2010 Panudsd took part in dvery Samyam Saptaha an as ideal ritualist. Every "Satnyam
Saptaha”™ was organized in an arranged ina very fine and nice manner by Panuda. Lo
honour the saints according to the tradition of the Ashram of Ma was the charactetis-

s of Panuda. This time alsa he told doctor Bajpayiji "Make me fit to mn 1 have to

attend "Samyam Saptaha" Panuda bad a ticket for Kankhal on 29" of October. On
that very day he got shelter at the lotus feetl of Shree Shree Ma forever. The birthday
of Ma uscd 10 be celebrated under the guidance of Panuda. '

The guarterly magarzine "Ananda-Varta” of S5n S0 Anandamayee Sangh began
10 pubthsh since 1952 Since its inception Panuda was allached with it {or years. He
edited the magaxine under pseudoname of K. Bose, His writing ability was
astonishing. He could writd on any svbject in a fine descriptive manner. (e could
write with ease in Hindi, Bengali and English. His hand writing was very beautifui.
The pubiication of “Ma Anandamnayee Amrit Varta was the result of creative power.
Throughout his life he remained the officiating Managing editor of Amrit Varta. '

He had remendons capacity to work. To hand over the 1and for Anandamayee
hospital to the Ashram was due o the efforts of Panuda. The consuucton of the
haspital and later on to form the Charitable Society and to bring both of them under
the constittion of Anandamayee Sangha and to give both of them the modern
appearance is simply due to the tirless efforts of Panuda. It is an example ol his
dutifulness alse. To achieve this, 1o go and mect ibe manisters of Government of
India, to get the special invitees or influentials agree ta visit the Ashram and 10 prescor
them before the image of Ma and influence them are the hest examples ol his
devouon Lo Ma. A skilled and active person can recognize and sclect other dutiful
persons. Eate Indira Gandhi had great respect for Gurupriya Pidi and Panuda was
the second. While coming 10 meet Ma she always asked for Brahunachanji, Then
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi wnaugurated Mata Anandamayee Hospital al Varanas
m 1968 and Ma Anandamayes Pawranic and Vedic study and reseaich centre in
1931 i the presence of Ma. At the root of all these achievernents was the presenee of
Mz and unilinching devotion of Panuda for Ma brought suecess und completion.
Whether it was the constaction of Ashram of Ma at Kedarnath, ot Ashram at Jakhan
at Dehradun of Vardhaman-Kunj at Vrindaban, Bangladesh or Agartala Panuda had
o manage every where. That is why Nitaida of the Ashram remarked "Paini's skit]
wits wojrarallet there is no comparison of his intelligence. troe insight and cupacity of
administration. He had the abiiiy to do all the jobs done by a traneel EAA S 5 Anex
stodoent of Vidyapeeth S0 Subhash Bhattachary remarked. "Panuda was ull 1 alt
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{Rindu men sindhu) Panuda was very tnithful intelligent and a scholar. He called and
wileomed everyone and never disappoined or Jelt anyope.”

Panuda did every thang ina very discrplined manner. He liked discipline. Whelher
it1s a Sadhu Bhandara or Kuman Pooja or ordinary Bhandara what and how items of
(ood should be served Panuda used (o tell. He conducted very gracefully and equaliy
the annual function of Kanyapeath or Sanskrit-Divas. Rajiv Sarcen who visited Ashram
since childhood opined that Panuda never did anything for himself all he did, be did
was Tor the Sangha. .

Adter retiring- from the post of General Secretary he (ully devoled himself 1w the
daily service of Ma. All the travel plains of Shree Shree Ma were chalked out by
Panuda. If any one asked Ma, Ma always replied to consult Panuda. This unscliish
service of Panuda is vnparaile. He never cared for the poest or prestige. Nobody saw
Fanuda scated infront of Ma. He always wlked standing. One should leave pride
betfore joining this path, he told to a devotes of Ma, "Listen once Gurupriyvadidi told
me that a farchful dog sits a1 the door of its master and abways looks at lim. in the
siune way offer evervthing you have ar the feet of Ma and always be there.

After Ma lefl for her eternal abode Pantda took over all the liabilities withoutl any
hesitation. Panuda used to arrange and manage everything ar the Kumbha Mela ac
Prayag. In the Varanast Ashram sitting in his room he took care of every activity
whether ponja is done properly or Yagna is held in the Yagnashala. He was very
alert that all the acuivities, poeja, installation of idols and other poojas were conducted
with full feals. Many scholars of Karmakand felt surpdsced at the knowledge of
Panuda. His knowledge shout medicime or others aspeets of troatment was no less
then a doctor, “

Panuda liked to do everything punctoally. By nine {)'clock in the morning he
used ta sit an the chair of his office al the hospital. We don't need to consult the waich
Panuda's departure for the hospital memt it was 9 O'clock. Hewok his lunch by 1:30
PM. He: used to open his door by four O'clock in the afterncon and seated on a chair
bogan w work His memary was very sharp,

Ma named Panuda Gambhirananda He was sertous and talked less, he was affeq-
tionale. During childhood he called me "Geeta Pandecttaperecorder”. 1uring child-
hood whenever Lread a story or heard in Matri-Satsang or learnt from the speeches of
saints Lused wovell other girls. Paneda often saw this scene that T was seated on a desk
and girls arc listening the story sining on the {1oor. That is why Panuda renamed me.
Korowing (hat 1 write diary he used to present me a diary every vear on 31 Decen-
buer, None can count the number of pens he gave to me. Ones we were Joumeying by
the train with Panoda. At that time Panuda ased w journey i ihe sleeper coach along
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with us. Hearing (hat a gir] among us liked mango Panda remnarked, "Bet how many
mangoces you can ¢cat.” That girl was euting mangoes one after ancther and Panuda
was buying mangoes continnously. Sometitnes Panuda used to 121} us the stories
about ghosts, somelimes stones relating 1o Shree Shree Ma or sometimes be told
jokes. Matold to Panuda "Those gils who will study the cousse for Shastti or Acharya
you must accompany them to Kedarnath and Badrinath." So Panuda vsed o take
such grown up girls to Kedar and Badri in accordance to the direction of Shree Shree
Ma. This year also we accompanicd Panuda (o Kedar and Badri since 16 Seplember
to 25" September. Panuda managed my pilgrimage to Kailash along with Jayadi
within three days. Whenever he ook us he showed cvery remarkable places in a
planned way, and explained to us their importance. Panuda taught me proof reading.
Paying homage to Pannda his disciple Shree Subhash Battacharya talcs, "Geetadi
rernember the thymes of Hitopadesh-"Vipadi---—- "

It means a person who has paticnce in difficulties, pardons others when he is
gaining powerrm say not 1o have pride while one is gaining power butloves all; loves
to have fame not wo desire a sinful life; 10 have faith in Shastras - always Likes 1o study
and meditate upon thosc 1dcas - these are the qualities which are usually found in
saints. All these qualities were found in Panuda. In fact he was a preat soul. Today
we are paying respect W that great soul.

Above all these he was altached with Shree Shree Ma in his inner soul, That is
why when the disciple of reverend Swami Chidanandji Maharaj asked hirm, "What is
the aim of life?” Inmmediately Panwda replied "'T'o know Himsell and to ateain Him-
self,"

Karmayog: Panuda is resting ac the [eet of Shree Shree Ma lorever afler
completing and [nishing all his worldly dubies. We pay homage Lo this passive and
toncly Karmayogi.



"KARMAYOG IS BETTER RESOURCE FOR PURIFICA-
TION OF MIND"

Karmayogi Panuda Brahmchariji
—8ri 'adma Kant Frivedi

Shri Shri Anandmayee Sangha has suffered a lot of biows during the last two
years i.¢. 2010 and 201 1. Puring 1hese two years Sangha has lost many high souled
Mahatmas, They are Swami Vijayanand, Swami Bhaskaranandii, Swami Shivanand)
and recently on 29-10-201 1 Shri Panu Brehmchariji,

In Indian philosophy it is asaying that "Karmayog, is better resource for purifica-
tion of mind. This was really lived by Shri Panu Brahmacharijt. He was wvolved in
s meny activides of Sho Anandmayee Sangh. His active suppornt and major contri-
bution towards varions activities such as 'Kanyapeeth', Hospital, publication of quartery
‘Amrit Varta' and also literature of Shri Shri Ma was marvellous. Over and above
this. his contribution for administration in respect of "Puran Mandir' of Naimisharanya,
‘Siddheshwari Mandir' of Dhaka and Ashram of Kheoda was extraordinary. From
the bevining of his fule e pol shelter at the holy feet of Shui Ma and temained there ul
his last breath and gained permanent peace.

Shri Paneda was eeal ‘Karma Yogi', He believed in "Karma' wathont expecting
truits. Such a soul wili always get peace m this as well in the other world. Herce. Shn
Panuda has paincd eternal peace.

fis dcpdrtu:n: has given us a groat sheok. We pray almighty Grod-5hn Mato give
us that much sirength (o bear this irreparable loss,

Jai Ma.



ASHRAM ACTIVITIES

1. Shree Shree Kali Puja and Anmakoot ;

On last 26th October 2011, Shree Shree Kali Poja was held magnificiently in
Ma's varous ashrams situated in Kankhal, Varanasi, Agarpara, Agartalia, Ranchi,
Ultar Kash, Delhi etc. In Varanasi Ashram, though Panuda was admitted in the
hospital due tohis illness, yet Kali Puja was very well performed. On the last 27th
Cictober, 'Annakoot Puja’ was also beauufully held in different ashrams of Ma. [n
Varanasi ashram also, like every year, it was celobrated with special festive.

2. Samyam Sapthaha Mahavrata :

‘samyam Sapthaha Mahavrata' was staried in Varanasi ashram in 1952 with the
Divine incentive of Shree Shre Ma and keen interest of Raja Sahib, Yogi Bhai [IDurga
Singhji] of Solan. In every year, Panuda remained present since 1952 to 2010 and
guided the whole activity petfectly as a true vratee. This year alse his ticket of Kankhal
for attending "Samyam’ was ready. But surprisingly, by the grace of God, he left this
mortal world for the lotus feet of Ma as a true devotee and vratee. This year also by
Mau's grace, even in the absence of Br. Panuda, "Samyam Sapthaha has been oh-
served successfully in the ashram of Ma in Kankhal.

‘The number of vratees has rapidly increased. this year also (like the last year) at
the time of opening ceremony, distinghuished saints were present. Al the saints of-
[cred flowers of homage on the picture of Panuda and showed concern towards Sri
Debu Prasad Mukhopadhya, the General Secretary of Shree Shree Anandamyace
Sangha. From the next day 'Sanyam Sapthah' started as uswall. On this coccasion.
silence observation, meditation, preachings of saints, Bhajan, Kirtan and discussicn
ol Ma's divine life were performed. Last day, meditation of Mahanisha', on 10"
November, 'Sadhu Bhandara® and "Nam yogeya Adhiwas' were held. On L lth Nov.
with 'Malsa Bhog' and in the evening "Sanyam Sapthahignded with "Nan: Yaggya'.

It was a rare coincidence that Panwda who was so desply related to ‘Sanyam
Sapthah’ and he himself looked after 'Sadbu Bhandara' on the'day of Ras Puraima’,
Lh1s year on the same day, the ceremony of Panuda's Last rites® was performed with
full tradition in Yaranasi Ashram.

1nx the hut of Swami Chidanandfi, in hospital premiscs, Panuda's last rites’ were
rightly served. Brahunacharinies of Kanya Peeth did Kinan. 'Geeta Path' was donc.
Panuda's photo was put inside and owtside was beautifully decorated. On this ocea-
sion, many devolees were present coming from Vindhyachal, Mirzapur, Kolkata and
(rujrdd. They offered llowers on the photw of Br. Panuda in recard. 51 Brahmins and
ncarly 300 people were properly fed ¢n this occasion. Brahmachari Partho's cf; furu.

tenmakae 10 successiul 1s aghly appreciable.



dt) MA AMANDAMAYEE AMEIT VARTA VO XVE Nodl, banmary 3012

CGita Jayantec: 4

From 3 Bec. to 6" Dew. 'Gila Jayaniee' was celebrated in different ashrams of
AMa. In Varanasi ashram. Brahmacharinics of 'Kanya Pith' did "(ita Path” and ex-
plained it. On Fkadashi', 18 chapters ol 'Gita’ were done, 18 lamps were lighted, 18
fruites and swouts and 18 bowls of 'Kheer were offcred in Bhog to 5o Partha Sarthi.

Makar Sankranti :

On 15" Jan. Makar Sankranti was organized in various ashrams ol Ma with spe
cial function. 'Akhand Savitti Mahavapes' was started on this auspicions day of Makar
Sankranti in 1947 in Varanasi axluam. It ended on the same day in 1950, Every year,
on this day "Mahanam Sankirtan” is ohserved fram sunrise 1o sunset in this ashram.

‘I'his year also, “Akhand Nam Sankirtan” special worship of "Ma Gayatre”

© 'Gayalri Yaggyashala' and 1008 ‘Ahuti’ was done in Havankund." With Pujaof 'Ma

Annapurna and 'Khichan Bhog' the puja fimished. :

After the chanting of morning hymn, partkrama was done of "Yaggyashala',
Annpuma temple and (Gopal temple with 'Mahanam Kinan'.

In the evening agaiu, 'pari krama' was performed. Param Punys Dham Varanasi
Ashram Pranami,’ composed by Shailesh da, was sung and Nam Yaggya' was
completed. .

T'he ceremony was finished finally with "Arati' of 'Yagna Devta and chanting of
'Pranarn ManiTa'.

Bhimpura Ashram
All might not be knowing that Shri Anandmayi Ma arrived i Gujaral for the first

“time on 19-10-1937, $he came from Haridwar to Vadodara {Cmjarat) by Dehradun

kixpress. The day she stepped into Gujaral it was a day of [ull moon of month
* Aashwin® i.e. "Sharad Purnima”. From Pratapnagar Station (Vadodara) to Chanod.
she travelled by narrowgage train. In Chandoed, she resided in "Trikamji Mandir”
{Vishnu Temple). Because of "Sharad Pumima” day, Shi Ma asked 1o armange
"NMahalaxmi Pooja” which was dong by Shr Bholanathji. Shri Ma stayed there for
about (wo months during which period she visited all the holy places situated at the
hank of Narmada rdver, such ay —-Vyas, Anusuya, Shukdev, Kamali, Tilkvada ewe.
Marcover she visited Vadodara, Dakor, Ahmedabad ete.

During the winter season of 1938, Shri Ma sgain visited Chandod. “This time
most of the period she spentin Vyas, While iravelling from Vyas to Chandod by boat
she selected  place in Bhimpura with remark thal this has remained & region of
refigious austerity (Tapoboomi) since years before. T heretore, with the efforts of
Swami Akhandanandji, Shei Shri Ma's first Ashram in iujaral was established in
Rhimpura. :

Kince Shri Ma's firse arrival in Gujarat has entered intothe 75" year, the Ashram
Commribtee decided 10 celebrate this voar as Platinum Jubilee vear. First eeichration



VO AV Mo, Famaary, 2012 M4 ANANDAMAYEE AMEIT VARTA 41

was made by Shri Mahalaxmi Pooja in Trikamji Mandir, Chandod an 11-10-20] 1
wilh "Bhandara” in the night, '

By the grace of Shri Shri Ma and encouragement of Swami Shr Bhaskaranaudji.
we decided in 2007 o complete chanting of 1.25 crore "Vishru Shhastra Nam "
This was started from 21-7 -2010 and 1oe much response was recelived from
devotees. its completion ceremony is fixed with "Vishnu Yog" on Gita Jayanti Day
Le.on 6-12-2011. All devotees are requested to attend the programmes at Bhimpura
Asluam. .

Future Frogrammes for Bhimpura Ashram ;
1) Bhagvat Saptah :

In the memory of Brahmlin Swami Bhaskaranandji, a Bhagwat week is arangedl
from 2-1-2012 o 9-1-20172. _

Pt. Ashok Baba Kulkarni, Shr Ma's best devotee will sit on high seat.
2} 14" Sanyam Saptah

~Peniod : From 1o 7-2012

3} Baraswati Poojz ;

on 28-1-2012
4) Maha Shivratri:

Four Prabiars' Pooja on 20-2-2012

E
INFORMATION

Shry Shri Ma Anandamayee’s most favoured; president of Shri Shri Ma
Anandamayee Kanyapeeth; Retired Professor of Philosophy department of Kashi
Hindu University, Dr. Bithika Mukhegjee left for heavenly abode at the holy [eet of
Shri Shri Ma forever, in early morning at 4'clock on 10® Jan., Tuesday 2012, at her
residence 3} George-Town, Allahabad.

She has wrote many hooks in English on the life and preachings of Shri Shri Ma,
Lz imake aware many of the spiritually anxious men of letiers of the wéstern world
and these publicatigns earned coough popularity there. Till Lier last moments of life,
she kept hindrances (ar from her this service of Shrd Shri Ma. She got eternity wriling
the 1Yvine and immonal lifc of Ma, '

Shic hold the highest post in the editotial group of 'Asoril Vana', In the voiume of
Aprilat] the tnbatery armicles will be included. Any reader who has atachment or
comtact with honourable Bithikaji, kindly send hisfher memorial for magariine, The
Last dale for submmission of acticle is 29% Feh, 2012,

sk
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To,

The Board of Lditors.

Ma Anandamayee Amril Varta,
Mata Anandamayee Ashram,
Bhadaini, Varanasi - 221 001.

JAIMA to fellow devotees in Service of Ma.

We received the sad news that respected Shri. Panu
Brahmachari Suffered a stroke and brain haemorrhage and breathed
his lasi. At his venerable age he has been taken by Mataji 1o Her spln-
tual abode. May Mal.a]l Bless him with peacs evermore.

The Snpnry family send sincere condolences 1o members of
{le: Sangha, the publication Division, the Varanasi Ashram, Kanyapecth
and the Apandamayee Hospital, who have lost a sialwart at their helm.

With JAI MA
From

Ashok Sopory. Maya {Sopory} Razdan, Ajay Sopory

Wi
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Rey. Shambha Math Ji,

Ii was indeed a great shock to hear the sad news "Panu I¥4 no more™!

Ile was a grcat soul, who had love and affection for every body in his heart. He had
served Ashram for all these years with complete dedication, devotion and sincercity.
He was steadfast and very devoied, in so far as service to Ma Anandamayce is
concerned. He would like to do everything at his command, despite of his ill-health.
He was indeed, a near and dear one, for all of us.

Of late, he was not keeping good health. His sudden passing away from this materi-
alistic world is, no doubt, a Nirwan for him. But it leaves a great void and renders all
of us helpless, We sincerely pray o Ma Anandmayee to give us enough courage to
bear this irceparable loss.

May Ma Anandmayee keep on guding afl of us in path of cruthfulness and in-per-
forming our duty to the best of our ability!

May Fanu Da's Sacred Soul rest in Peace!

Goefly siricken

Yours singerely,

G 161
(O.P.GUPTA}
Rev. Shambhu Nath Ji
Mata Anandamayee Ashram,
B-2/94, Bhudaim
Varanasi-ULP.
{Tel. No, (0542-2319954} Fax : 0342-2310180



APPEAL

This 15 to make a sincere and an urgent appeal to all the devolees of Ma that Mata
Anandamayee Hospilal at Shivala, Varanast, which has already estabhshed its place
of appreciation amongst one ofxghr.: modern Hospitals in the area, nced subsiantial
infusion of funds and insprovement of facilities, as dreamt by Late Br. Panuda, its
ardent prosmoter and well-wisher, who is no more with us, Some of the projeets which
weTe dream projocts of him could not be finished up to its conclusion c.g. setling up
and medically equipping ICU uaits, providing modem equipments o various depart-
menis, and general improvement of Kitchen area, central laundry and cleanliness to
maintain the desired standard. As the hespital has preat potential and central location,
and happens to be a project of imspiration and blessings of Ma Anandamayee, ils
further development into a really modern Hospital 1s obvicus. Also, the econamic
backward classes are looking forward to the hospital for charitable participation too,
which is not possible without infusion of sufficient funds. Therefore, it 1s sincerely
appealed 1o the good and willing devotees of Ma Anandamayee 10 come forward and
help with their generous support and contribution in ushering an era of development
for this historic and 42 yrs. old hospital in the name of Ma Anandamayce, Crossed
Adc payee cheyoes or drafts should be sent in favour ol 'Mata Anandamayec
Haospital — Modernisation Fund™ for which 80-(G receipts will be issued.

I, D.P. Mukhopadhyay
Cicneral Secretary
Shree Shree Anandamayee Sangha



