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MATRI VANI

(od alone is Truth, Happiness, Bliss. Do not set your hopes un anything
except Supreme Beatiwde, The Bliss of the seif. Nothing else exist. What seems (o
exist outside of it is merely illusion. Try 10 find yourself T All this clamoring 15 but
nalurzd o man. He ories oul again and again in the endeavoor oo get of this sense of
CTILHILESS,

HE Exd EES - L3

It i5 the pure undefiled tlower that [inds a place at the feet of the Lord and
nowhere alse. Take great care to spend your life in spotless purily, worthy 10 be
dedicared in worship w the Lord, Speak about Him, meditate on His glory, try to sce
Him in everyone, Him who is the self the breath of your life, the beart of your heart....
vou [eel Tonely but very truth you are not alone. Does the Supreme Friend ever lor-
suke His friends.

s £ #* & ik

Your mother may not display her affection outwardly, yet she is and always
remains your real mother. ven theough you may want W push the mother aside, she
will never leave vou, Are you not Her offspring? A mather does what 15 good and
benelicial for the child. She gives wo ket child exactly what is needod, notmore and
not lesy. Her forgiveness knows no limits, this is why she called "Mother”.

¥ ’ Ld *® *

The more one advances wwards the 1ivine that less prouinent the action that
cause anguish and disteess.... remember (his! worldly undertakings do give tempo-
rary happincss with agomzing sorrow sneaking behind like a shadow. Because a
pilgrim on the path to sell realizaton.

* = e * *

Truth itsell protects cruth, A hundred activities, a hundred obstacles, not paying
heed 1o be compietely tuthful. ro notice need to be taken of who has said whai by
thase who are vowned to rrath. A person who speaks the wwuth, performs good deeds
and lives-in an aumosphere of the wuiy -— God Himself become his protecior.

= Ed ] +* *
INCGUIRER - Tty all 1o Crod's hands,
MATAN : Exactly ! Always bear this in mind : Bvery thing 15 in God's hands.
and you are His tool to be grasp the significance of "all is His", and you will immedi-
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alcly feel free from all burdens., What will be the result of your surmender o Him?
Mome will seem alien, all will be your very vwa, yourself,

P & o ¥ %

"Thou art mother, Thou art Iather, Thou art Friend and Thou are Master Lruly,

‘Thow are all in all. Every name is Thy Name, Every quality Thy Quality, Every form
Thy Form indeed.



MAA ANANDAMAYEE PRASANG

—Prof. AK. Datta-Gupla

[Continued {rom before|

Dhaka, 379 June 1945

Today 18 the day of grand festival, Alter reaching ashram I found chat
Commissioner of Dhaka Mr. Lariken Sahib alongwith his wife came to see Shri Shri
Maa Lariken Sahib asked in Hnglish 1o Ma why did not she stay in Dhaka. Ma
replied " am in Drhaka' : :

Mr. Lariken said, why we do not see vou? Shri Shri Ma tobd with smile that you
people did not have the spectacic w sco mc.

Cin Ma's thas reply all who were present theie also smiled.

Mr. Lanken too smilingly told Ma that be present here physically not spiritually
s0thal we could sce you und remain obhged, Shri Shri Ma told that 1 am in Dhaka
physically and it is fou (is that reason some people see mie in Dhaka even when
where 1 am away. Besides, now when Lam in Dhaka only those who want 10 see me
are seeing mc physically.

Mrs. Lariken told, the girls of Bengal do not know to render services. In other
countries girls, participating in the activities ot Red Cross are pursuing the cnlt of
service but the girls of Bengal du not act so. I you advise them to join Red cross then
many of them wounld do so.

Shrt Shri Ma replied. It is not true the girls of Bengal do not know how to serve.
They render services in the best manner to their Father, Mother, Brother and Sister
and this is how serving them they discharge their dutics honestly. But they are not
uscd o serving others outside the fanily. Because 1o thern even seeing the outsiders
s not good. Because they are not available for outside warks, But boys are already
nvolved into such kind of activities, Mr, Larken replied, they are doing it to eam
money. Shri Shri Ma said, itis troe but (o serve others for service-sake should be the
wheal.

Adter such type of dehberation for some time, Mr. & Mrs. Lariken ¢t with a
request to Ma to come to Dhaka. Shri Shri Ma replicd with smile that | am a baby so
when you call me then only I could come. As Ma used the English word baby so she
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said casually o all of us that now you ase convinced that T could speak English also.
Weall srmled.

Is it moral to pray to Guru for any worldly gain 7

Shrijukta Pramath Rasn was wailing to ask one guestion to Ma. He put tos
question. after departure of commissioner sahib, that could we make praver before
auru for the fultillment of any Kind o worldly gain,

Shiri Shiri Ma replicd why cant? Many prayer is tobe made it mustbe done before
Guru only because no one clse cxcept Gunu is the proper persen. Bot it Gurn does
not like your such prayer, he will not give heed to this an you may fee] disturbed. But
if Garu wishes he may make efforts w convince you as to why he has not aceeded
VOUL prayer.

Pramath Baho seemed 1o be satisiied bearing Ma's answer to his query. Mean-
while the arrangements are being mide for the grand eclebration.

Manmohan Babu Bhupati Babu, Nivavan Babu all of them were looking aier
thve works related o lunetion and Sachin Babu was doing Kirtan, which was quite
appealing. At about 1-2 O clock atnoon Sl Shri Ma was observing [rom Anpapurna
winple the persons who were providing [ood. who were cooking and who were
muking the people cheerlul. People were offering theis prayers by tacking the name
of $hri Shri Anandamayee Ma and Baha Bholanath very frequently. Sho Shri Ma
saw all this lor some time then went inside Aneapurna Mandir [or luking fest.

Frasad distribution caminued froog 3 PM oo 8 PM. In the mean time [ went back
(o my home alier taking prasad:

Mahatma (zandhi and Shri Shri Maa

At ahowt 9 a'flack in the night Manotagyan Babu alongwith Jatin reached Ashram.
He saw that prasad disinbution was oser and all workers sat to get prasad while Shri
Shri Ma was engaged In talkmé te SOME METSONS in privite about some Impoltant
ITRINET,

At about 11 o'clock in the night Ma sat on the ground, we also sat near her.
Bhupender Babu asked Ma we came to know that you met Mabatma Gandhi. We
wish to know abour your this mecting with hizm Shri Shri Ma said (hat I did oot wan!
ro tetl it by myself. You please listen it [rom Hariram and Abhay who were presenl
there,

Bhupen Bubu said we desire w hear it ffom you Ma. Ma saiéd let therrstart it in
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the mean time I feel to tel then T wotld join them. Ma then asked Abhay to tell and he
staried: ' '

Mahatma Gandhi heard much about Ma from Kamla Nehru, Hence he sent
Jarnunalal Bajaj-to mect Ma. Bajaj Baho went there to stay for Lhree days in Ma's
Ashranm, but he desired o stay more in the company of Ma. As a resilt he sent
weleprams one alter another for extension of his leave and remained in Raipur ashram
for more days. That is how his period of stay increased from 3 days to 15 days. Yer
he wished to stay more. He went to Ma o advise him as to whether he should send
telegran to Mahatmaji for further extension of leave, then Ma said Mahatma Ji may
grant further extension but as be sent i telegram for going back, yvou should then act.
accordingly.

Abhay teld this much and then Ma started speaking thar Raba (Rajaj Mahashay)
desimed 1 talk with me 1in povate tur abowt half an hour. During that period he satin
silence and some time he put his head in the lap of my body. This was his way of
talking withme in loneliness.

With a desire to have my company he sought permission o purchuse a piece of
land in Raipur to construct a hoase, Ma replied yon conld purchase land hit do not
wish anyihing else. Adter getting pecmmission he purchased land. Ma also advised hin
there is no certainty of continuity of breatb in this lile, hence it is kigh time thal you
shoudd detach yourself from worldly affaics and he abided by fully. After rcaching
Ahmedabud be tefl his mansion and buill an ashram in which arrangement was made
for providing residential facilities to unmarried gitls and for serving the cows. There-
after Shri Shri Ma asked Abhay o continpe,

Abhay told that it was an inlense desire of Bajaj ji thae Mahatna Gandhi should
have company of Shri Shri Ma, It was for this reason that atter reaching Ahmedabagd
he sent telegrams o Ma one afier another, for coming there and staned making an
arrangement so big that had never been made for any leader in any part of India. But
Ma did not feel (o go there, As aresult Ma could not meet Mahatma Ii during the life
time of Bajaj j1.

Few days after when Ma was travelling she carne 10 know through his son that
Bajaj ji had passed away. He, whao ‘was hereaved, also reguested repeatedly to Ma
that once she must come 10 Ahmcdabad, so that my bercaved woold get peace of
mind. Sha Shri Ma consoled him, saying that do not be sad (o1 your (ather as he 18
here itself. He is near me ia the same dress as he wore when he was alive, with top
on his head.
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Al that point to time Ma was travelling on the same road thal was leading Lo
Ahmedabad and then she thought o 2o to Ahmcedabad. So she reached the ashram of
Jamanala! Bajaj ji alongwith us. On the arrival of Ma, people al that place had a
feeling of jubilation. During that period Mahatma Gandhi was alse present in
Sevagram. He was busy with somc important political issue with other leaders.
Hence it was not possible for him w mect Ma at her place of stay. S0 he sent mes-
sapes again and again to Ma for coming to Scvagram. However Ma did not feel
apprapriate e go there. Meanwhilc a gentlemen told her that if she could not go (o
Sevagram then old Mahatmaji had to comme here which could be troublesome to him,

Hearing this Ma immediately decided to leave for Sevagram.
| At the evening Ma rcached Gandhiji's Ashram when he was present in his cot-
tage wogether with other leaders of the nation. As soon as Shei Shri Ma's vehicle
reached Sevagram Gandhiji's sinilingly invited her (o come inside. Ma rushed to-
wards Gandhiji who embraced ber by saving that T beard from Kamala that you are
her guru. Ma replied T had no disciples.

Now, Ma again spoke that Gandhi ji tld me di you know who sent Bajaj Lo you,
it was [ Mahatmaji said he totd me I felt & divine peace within theee days in the
company of Ma, which 1 could not feel in (ilteen yoars of your company, Gandhiji
{ Babu) insisted her to stay for that night, but she did not agree to this. Then he looking
at all other Jeaders said if you would not accept my request — what all of them who
abide by my advice would think about me., | told hin: thar my father (Mabatma ji} do
not mind ihis. Then he told that you arc a very stubborn daughter. Itold her that [ am
your daughter hence I should imitate the traits of my father.

Thereafter again Abhay continued that how both of them kept on their dialogue.
He {urther said that both of them were very solt-spoken and so their conversation
was so soothing and appealing that it can't be expressed in words.

Ma again spoke that 1 1old Gandhiji one day 1 would enter in your cottage
silently. Then Gandhiji replied this is how thieves and dacoits enter. T told him I
would steal everything and if time permits T would also take you with me.

At the request of Gandhiji Ma stayed that night in Sevagram.

*



MATAJI GIVES DARSHAN
—Mgelita Maschmann
[Translated from German]

Towards the end of the summicr of 1962, I visited India for few weeks. My knowl-
edge of Indian religion and philosophy was almost nil, which was duc o the fact that
1 had been unable to prepare myself for the tmp. In the very [irst days, 'chance’ (if
there is such a thing) led me o a lamous saint. Subsequently, Thelieve that a centre of
- karmayora tas to be seen in his Ashram, and it would surely be pre-sumptuons if [
dared to give an opinion. But at that time was disapporled. Probably I noticed only
the surface. . _

However, after this expenence 1 decided to keep away from the living saints of
India and 1o 12t the-past speak o me Lhrowgh 1ts temples. Bul ‘chance’ hrought me
straight to Ma Anandamayi at Kankhal. While waitiog for her in the small courtyard
of the Ashrar, T was angry with myscll, what a waste of GUme : could T expect any-
thing but new - disappointment ? If someone had told me that 1 would a few hours
Fater kneel before a human being, 1 should have laughed. My religious upbringing
forbids such a gesture, except in specially solemn moments of divine worship.

About 15 people had beep waiting logether with me. At dusk we were ke to a
roci-garden. When later Mataji appeaced, 1 bad no choice o decide whether it would
be against my convinctions to, kneel before a humn being, Tt sitnply threw me on ty
kpees, What | expenienced in the nexi few seconds cannot be conveyed to a person
who has never known anything sinwlar. | can only relate outer signs and speak in
metaphors. Just imagine that a mee- a heantiful, strong, old heech for instance-
approahces you with calm steps, What would you feel? "Have | gone crazy? yvou
would ask yourself. "or perbiaps 1 am dreaming?” Finally you would have 1o concede
that you had entered a new dimension of reality of which you had hitherto been
ignorant. This exactly was my position.

S0 far a5 we know, iLis part of the nature of a tree to be rooted into the ground, is
it not? According to western thinking, 2 human being is characterized by his 'T'. In his
existence as ‘persona’ christians recognize the mystery of his immornality, Here | was
suddenly confronced with 2 human being of whom I felt that she had no T anymore,
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Expressed in non-medical language, it may be said of certain mentally deranged pa-
tients thal their T is disjoined or diffuscd and that they have thereby lost the special
guality which is the distinctive mark of & human buing, I have come across such
patienis. The profound senselessncss of their existence called forth a similar horror as
I fell at the sight of a forest in the mountaing after 2 heavy stormi: the old pine-trees
stood with their crowns piercing the canh and their roots sericking up towards the
sky.

However, here now is Mataji-a huinan beiag that has no more T and just becausc
of this, is not less but morc than all other men Ehave ever met.

Later I read much about this and learnt that egolessness is ane of the characteris-
lics of a jivan mukti. But at that time I did nol know anything aboul 11 except what 1
saw with riy own eyes. That I did not deceive myself is testified by a letter written 1o
friends. which marks an inarticulate attempl w express what 1 had expenenced. |
wrole : ... She seems to be a human being without an T, belonging to the caicgory

“of Mata Ganga o Pit Himalaya, Looking at Her, onc fecls that she must have
reanscended good and evil." (These considerations crowded upon me, while I felt
that I did not understand their significance.) Something similar [ also said a few days
later (o one of the ashramites who replied ;"o net imaging it is your merit that you
have been able o recognize her so instantancously. IL depends entirely on Mataji
howw ruch she allows anyane {o see of Her™ T gladly agreed to this statement, Bvery-
thing great in our lifc is a gifi, o as the Chostians say-Grace,

Whilc writing all this T realize that T urm tatking much, becavse 1 haven't the cour-
age o say something about Mataji Hereself, and even less to describe Her. [n
iy uaveldiary there are a fow groping scntences @ "Mataji has the superpersonal
personality that speaks to us when we stand at the scashare or at the foot of a mighty
mountain, But what is i1 (hat speaks to us in those moments? Sutely not the sea,
whom men have named as one names a child. The child is then its name. Mataj also
must have been given a name when She was born. But what is the significance of
Hor existance grasped under that name? Anyone who would address Her by that
narnc 0ay be compared to a man who wants e attach a label to the Indian Ocean......

"TFor about ten minutes Mataji slowly walked wp and down along the far side of
the roof-parden. Somctimes She stopped and gazed at the sky. She did not seem to
notice us. The evening clouds were reflected in her eyes. What I perceived there is
quite bevond the ken of Tational thinking. The clouds, the wodls, the moantain range
of the Himalayas dived into (hat gaze as if it wore their own home. When the moen is
mitrored in a puddle of rain-water, it becomes tiny and pale. But Malaji's eyes
reflected the sky as only the oceun can ; sisterly, out of the same erder of creafion.
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"While watching Mataji, my whole bady was trembling. What confounded and
perplexed me so greatly was that this 'phenomenon Anandamayi Ma' did nat firinte
any placc of my scheme of the world. Just gs the tree that staris walking cannot be
Mtled in anywhere and therefore threatens to blow up the habitual order.

"lLater Matayi sat down on a couch kept ready for Her, and converscd with the
people. The sirange, bewildering clement of Her being receded into the background,
but never for a moment entirely disappeared. One counld endeavour te forget it. Then.
a woman clad in a white sari-I shouold have estaimated her abont 50-whose hair [ell
lossely over her shoulders and back, sat there between the cushions, Gracefully
and at the same lime with vigour, She was engaged in a lively conversation.
Occastonally She broke out into laughter, then agaio scerned absorbed in some deep
conlemplation; off and on affecticnate mockery could be detected in the corners of
Her eyes. While she discussed some theological problern with a distingmished old
Indian dressed in European style, She weminded mwe of my teacher of mathematics
who was a great philosopher and cvery likely searched for a mathematical formula
by which 10 define God. At one moment a wattered old peasant woman who was
almost blind and gave off an indescribable smell, came and squatted en the floor
close to Mataji. Mataji bent down low (o her. For several minutes their heads almest
seemed to touch and onae could hear a soft murmuring. Mataji lisrened with Her whole
heing. A kindness was expressed in this, which represented something human Lo
pertection..."

That exening | madc up my mind o drop ali other plans and t¢ procecd o Dehradon
where Mataji was expected wathin the next few days, Inthe meanwhile | attempted in
vain 1o gain clarity about what 1 had scen and felt. Finally 1 decided to postpone this
for later and first of all to take in with all my senses, fn Kishenpur Mataji would
appear twice dailv, usualiy for about two hours, and was then mostly - subjected to
the onrush of Her devolees and admirers. Except for a very few hours of slecp, She
had privates’ foe the rest of the days and nights.

Several imes She Hereself saw to 1t that | could sit very near to Her in spite of the
crowd. [ felt like an enthusiastic fover of music © while opeing himsell, hearl and
soul, to the enchantment of the music, he al the same time obscrves the way the
instruments are played. Mawap's presence filied me with an irresistible mystenous
lascination, such as [ had never before experienced. And yei I way simultaneousty
clearly aware of the specific human element in Her. .
{ Will continge in next volume )



THOUGHT POWER
"Mouther As Revealed to me™ —- Bhaiji

Hvery single thought of Mother is the outcome of Supreme Beatitude;” on closer
scrutiny you will find every fibre of her Being vibrant with Divine Bliss.

In order (o play her Ananda §.cela with ber Children she has taken on a bodily
form, instinct with all the joys of the Divine. It is but natural thar for the good of all
human beings, the best ideas on life and spiral culture should find expression,
develop and, as it were, take shape theough Her and finally vanishinto the unknown.

1f one studies Her closely once will find that she unfolds Herself in two ways (1)
The beauty of her outward behavior wowards al! peoplc (2) and the grace of Her inner
life. The perfectly calm, sweet and natural manner which she manifests with all classes
of people, with the most pious as well as the most sinful, with little children and
restless }rul.il..hs ag well as with old people bent down by age and infirmitics, reveals a
wonderful grace, exquisite beauty and dignity which at once captivate all hearts. Her
other mode of tife deals with the forecs and powers of the invisible world, those
heavenly agents, incorporeal beings, thiat bring bappincss and misery, blcasings and
curses on mankind.

The interplay of these two aspects of Her lite is wonderfully coherent and close.

During her younger days as well as after coming w Dhaka, Mother spent much
of Her time lying on a bed. We came to know that She lost Herself for hours together
in Divine ecstasy, which no words can express. In this candition She passed
sometimes several days at a stretch in deep self-absorption, and during Kirtan songs
apd dances Her body took on various poscs all indicating a state of Supreme Bliss.

In 1332 B.E. (1926}, there was a kirtan party in the Shah-bag garden cn the
nccasion of Uttarayan Sankranti. It was the first public kirtan celebration in Mosher's
presence. About this ime Sri Shashibhushan Das Gupta came from Chittagong. At
the first sight of Mother. his heart was filled with a spirit of deep devotion. There was
qiite a msh of people at the time; he was gazing al Mother's face and tears sireamed
down his checks. He said 1o me, — "1 find before me what L have never seen in my
whole life. She appears to mc to be the visible embodiment of the Mother of the
Umverse.”

Kirsan started at 10 AM while Mother was putting vermilion on ths foreheads of
the assembled ladies. Suddenly, the vermilion case dropped from her hand. Her body
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sank down flat 1o the ground and began to roll on it; then She slowly rose and stood
vit the two big toes of Her feet. Buth hands were raised straight np, Her head slighty
tiired ra one side and a little backwards, and Her radiant eyes stared with a steady
gaze towards the far end of the sky. _

A litdle later, She began to move in that postare. Her body appeared o be filled
with a heavenly presence. She paid no heed 1o Her clothes banging lIoosely on Her
Persond. No one had the power or the inclination to stop Her, Her whole body danced
on with measured beats in a most delicate way and rcached the place where &irtan
was going on; Her body then noiselessly melted down as it were, upon the floor, Tt
ralied on, led by some mysterious power, like the dry leaves ol a tree moved slowly
by a gentle breeze.

Adter some time, while still lying on the tloor, very solt, sweet musical sirains
carne [tomm Hec lips "S#i Krishing Govind”. Tears rolled down Her cheeks in an un-
brokcn stream. Aftet some hours She recovered Her narmal condition.

Her glowing face, Her sweet ineflable ooks, Her soft, tender voics brimming
over with emotion, all reminded the people assernbled of the images of Shri Chaitanya
Deva, as described in his biopraphics. Ali the physicat changes observed in his biog-
raphies. All the physical chanpes observed long ago in ford Gouranga manifested
themselves again in Her persona on that occasion.

Al dusk when Muther eniered the &frran hall, all the symptoms of the midday
trance re-appearcd. Afler a lapse of some time, she uttered words with such clear, soft
accents and swcets of divine emotion that the andience were speechless with
heaveanly bliss,

After the distribution of sweets at the end of the Kirtan Mother Herself distrib-
uted prasad with so much grace and elegance and there was such an expression of
divine moherliness in Her manner, that the people feli Mother Lakshmi must be
incarnate in Her body. Shashi Babu and others present realised that day that Mother's
body was but a vehicle for the infinite Grace of God.

About that time, Niranjan came to Dhaka as Assistant Commissioner of Income
Tax. One cvening [ went to Shahbag with him, when New-Moon Kirfan songs were
being sung. As the Kirtan proressed many changes became visible in Mother. She sat
up very straight, then-her head gradually bent backwards till it tovched Her back;
hands and foet twisted and twined tili the whole body (elt flat on the floor,

In coneord with Her breath, Her body was thrown into rhythmic surges like waves
and with Her limbs stratehed out it rolled on the pround in time to the music. Just as
the [allen lcaves of a tree roll on lightly, blown by the wind, so light and delicate were
Her movements. No human being, inspite of his best efforts could have imitated
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them. Everybody present felt that Mother was dancing under the impact of heavenly
forces which moved Her whole being in wave-like thrills. Many tried to stop Her
without any success. Atlast Her thovernent ceased and she remained motionless like
a lurup of clay. She appeared 1o be steaped in all perrneating, all per van ding Bliss.
Her countenance was a glow with a heavenly light, Her whole body everflowing
wilh TYivine Ananda.

Niranjan stood dumb, warching the sight for the first time in his life and was
reciting a hymn in praise of the goddess of the universe. "To day” he exclaimed, "I
have seen areal goddess.”



SAMYAM SAPTAH AT AHMEDABAD

(Taken lrom "1 am KEver with you™)
Matri 1 cela Vol 2.
A tammanand Ji

Mataji wenl o Bombay ar the special reguest of H.H. Rajmata suheba of Gwalior
whir had avvanged for a Bhagavara Saptah [or the benefit of the soul of her deccased
hushand, the fate Maharaja Scindia of Gwahoi, who died abour 2 year ago. Mataji
reached Bombay on November | 7th and for three days, she allended the Sapuah for
severul hours daily . Mataji stayed for three nights in a $hiva wemple inside the con-
pourtd of the Grwalior Palace, just on the sea side in Warli, Rombay. The Rajmaa
Sahcha's spint ol service and attention  even the minmest details is rather unigue.
On the 21" eventng She Jelt for Ahmedabad where the 4% Samvyarn Mahavrata was
held from Novemchr 239 260

As & rule this yearly function is observed in a place of pilgrimape. This
time, bowever, Ahmedabad was chosen 1o Tullil the special wish of Late Slui
Kantilal Musshaw, an ardent and very active devotes of many year's standing, who
unioriunately passed away suddenly aboul four vears ago. Shortly before ke died, he
had begged of Malan the privilege wo arrangs: for a Samyain Saplah in bis own resi-
dence in Ahmedabad. Hyver sinee then his family was anxiously wailing for an oppor-
tunity to fullil his wisl.

Allarrangements were excclicnt and carelully thought out o he sninutest detatl :
A dainty and artisticall y decorated liwle house builtof ashestos and matting for Mataji's
personal use and & laree and clogant pandal equipped with fans, light and loudspeak-
ety were erecled in the compound of the wesidence of e Mushaw family. Many
devotees. who have made it a point 1o take parl in the Samyam Vrata every vear
withoul fal, had come front considerble distances and the hhaktas of Bombay and
Oujarat naturally atwnded in numbers. Among the vratls were dlso two Wesiem gucsts
who had come to India for the sele purpose of spending some time with Mauai,
namely, Sho Durga Marta of the Self Realization Fellowship, who arrived siraight
frenn Los Angeles and Melita Maschmann, the well-known Gertoan novelist whosc
artrche : "Mt gives Darshan’ appeared in the fast August issue of 'Ananda Varta, "

Mataji showed us how to [ace calamities
The hardships and inconvenicnces of camp Jife that the vratis had to contend with
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on former accasions in places like Naimisharanya, Sukhtal, Rishikesh and so forth,
wore [his bme conspicous by thewr absence. The vratis were accomadated in private
hinses in the noishbourhood and those wha stayed at a distance of half a mile or
more were regularly laken backwards and forwards by cars. As if to makc up for this
lack of austerity a quite unnmely and very severe thunder storm broke out on the third
day of the function, just a fow minutes after the collective marning meditation had
started. Torrential rain began to batler the canvas rool of the pandal and, where it
gathered, it burst throvgh the canvas with the vehemence of waterfalls. The fury of
the storm seemed to threaten moest of all the platforms on which Mataji and the Ma-
hatmas had their seats. A large piece of waterproof had to be held above Mataji's
hcad by iwo tall men w protect Her frem water leaking through the roof and, when
after a littie while the roof was in danger of talling right down over head, a larger after
was brought to support the canvas. Big vessels arrived from the kitchen to catch the
rain that had began e form little pools in several places of the pandal, but the vessels
filled up in no ime and had e be cmpticd again and again with the help of buckets.
All this activity was carried on in complete silence. Mataji herselt sat like & statue
until the meditation hour was vver. Many vratis followed her exale and remained in
their places without budging, continuing their japa and dhyana, notwithstanding their
drenched clothes, others were forced W move from their seats and 1o stand up, but
perfect calm and gquict was mainained by evervone. Sixleen veiling fans and many
tube lights had been fixed in the roof of the tent and one can easily imagine what
might have happened it even a pad of the rool had collapsed and crashed down on
the vrans. When the short kirtan that always follows the meditation had beep sung,
the announcer requested the congregation 10 vacate the pandal without delay, as Matajs
woulil not leave the tent uniil the last person was in safety. As suon as the last vratis
left the pandal and Mataji also came oul, the huge pandal collapsed in the twinkling
of an eye. 1 was indeed a miracle that no ene was hurt. We could not help remember-
ing Lhe legend in which Sha Knshna is supposed te have held mount Govardhana
aver the cowherds to protect therm from torrential rains. Here also it seemed obvious
that anly Divine Grace was 1esponsible tor saving the situation.

The vratis were then asked 1o collect on the verandah and in the spacious draw-
ing-room of the house, while Mataji. who never enlers the bouse of a grihastha, sat
under the porch. The programime proceeded as scheduled, there was no intcrruption
at all. In the evening we were infommed that a new pandal was under construction
and would he ready by 4 am._ the next morning. 1.0 and behold, the pandal was
actually ready for use with lights and loudspeakers, and Mataji amived punciually al
that early hour and stayed throughoul the kirtan, blessing the newly built structure
with her presence.
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Thus, what might ordinarily have resulied in panic and caused even a serious
cidarity, became on the other hand & source of inspiration. The whole incident seemed
o have been turned inwe an object lesson of how difficulties and emergencies should
be met. A sadhuka must regard every difficulty ‘or trouble as an opportunity to
develop initiative, courage and powers, as in incentive to make him proceed on his
chosen path with even greater determination and vigour.

When, with the crection of a new pandal within 16 hours, a serious obstacie had
been overcome, the spirit of the funciion seemed 1o rise perceptibly. Mataji attended
the sarsang from longer hours; some eminent Mahatmas amved and entlightened the
audience by their brilliam and highly interosting discourse. Chhabi Banerjs, the radio
artist from Calculta was among the vratis and there was more mnsic this ame than on
former occasion. Mataji Herself sang almost daily for a short while to the delight of
CVErYORE Present.

N sponer had the Satnyam Saptah been successfully accomplished, than Matagi
beean o foliow invitations o the houses of devotecs. The daily satsang was now
held in various places of Ahmadabad. Mataji also visited a few schoals. One early
morning, she pave an hour and a ball w Sarada Vidya Mandir, & school in which all
the pupils join into a refigious gathering cvery morning even on sundays. A few
sungs, exercises and fifteen minute of silent meditarion 10 very soft istmamental music
formed their routine starting cvery single day.



" THE MOST GRACIOUS PRESENCE
-SRI MA ANANDAMAYEFR

Srt Ma Anamdarmayn continued 1o (ravel, tn retrospect the, (ravels appear as a
harmonious flow of action, a seamnless weaving of many variables. After leaving
IJhaka in 1932, Sri Ma bad travetled with Bholanath, Bhaiji, Didi, Akhandananda
(Didi's facher) and a few ather very close assoviates. They were mostly Bongalis,
Afier the passing away of Bholanath & major change which came to the fore by
unperceptible degrees was the gradual disinegration of the ¢lose-knit Family tvpe set-
up. 5rt Ma wandering among sirangers acguited a retinge of Kashmiris, Punjabis,
umd hitb-folk from surrcunding moutain regions. ‘the word "stranger”, howeyer, is
not right. Nobody was cver a stranger to S5 Ma. Al neweomers bocame as if famity
from day one. The pewcomers dict not ask questions, abowl her early life. They
accepted her as they found her-a miracle in horself (as stated by Mahalakshmiji), a
radiant tainiless being, whose loving planee of welcome and accoptance catled forth
an attegriance at onee nndemanding and futfidling,

Sri Mu acconpanied by only Ruma 1evi and Abhaya went up 1o Simla in July
1939 1o atlend the annual event of the nama-yaina. Siee St Ma was wathout her
retinue of lopg-time cotapanions she seemed more aceessible ta logal people who
row had the privilege of looking o her simple reguiremnents. They could mix more
frecky with het and found it Lo be a charming experience. This happened 1n all the
places she visited such as Moradabad. Barcilly, Lucknow, Faizabad ang Burdwan,

In the beginning of Augost 193% 50 Ma came to Kolkara. She went first to the
nouse of Jatish Guha (Bumidi's lather). She stood outside the closed gates and with
the help of Abhava sang a fow lines of Kirtan, in the tnanner of stfeet signers.
‘The Family recognizing Sr1 Ma's voice tumbled out of the honse in great joy and
gxcitement, Accompanicd by this group 511 Ma wenl on 1o other houses o0 announee
her arcival in the city i this endearing way. The welcome news spread tw all con-
cerned tike wild fire, Within a short time. Birla Mandir, where Sri Ma had put up,
was weming with a happy crowd of men, women and children.

Adter a Few days in Kolkata, Sri Ma travelled to Dhaka. Outwardly many things
had changed round her. The absence of Bhotanath was felt keenly by such devotees
it» had known himn for as leng as they had known Sl Ma. But they alse realized that



ViR RY ot Dheponor, 2001 MA ANAMDARAYEDL ANMRIT YARTN )

S13 Ma's luminous personatity wis her very own and that she was cotirely sutficient
mite herselt,

Surroaded by a targe conbrgent from Kotkata and Dhaka, Sri Ma proceeded 1o
Kheora. the village where she was horn pearly 43 vears ggo. Even in these remole
viltages, peopie haud beard about "Sr Anandamay: Ma" who used to be their little
Nirmala, a weli-beloved ship of a girt; so endearingly charming oward one and al).

Peopte from nearby viltages came to Kbeora t great amd weleome the vitlage girl
whao had become so lamous, St Ma accompanicd by her relinue paid visits o all the
Farmles who hag krown her in her childhood. She recalied many incidents of Lhose
carty days. The village folk were delightod to be rememberod so well, Summing up
the gengral impression S Ma's childhood friend and namesake Nirmala Pev
exclamicd in wonder, "Why, you haven't changed at abl.”

I £act Sti Ma was now middle-aged! Her social status had changed from that of
a marned woman to widowhood; far and wide she had bevn recougnized as ateacher
who spoke Itom & pusition of authosity; yot the spontanecus remark highlighted the
csscnliial amekessness of this most 2racious presence.

Lukshmikanta Bhattacharya had donated ko the devotees a proce of land in Kheora.
A small building had been conswructed on it O 2%k August, 1939, it was tnaugu-
rated as an Ashrare. Al devorees were pleased to bave a wmple in Kheora 1o he
cherished as an Unpottant siw for future pilgrimages. Frosa Kheora Sri Ma travelled
to Sultanpur and ather nearby villages. Accompanied by an ever swelling crowd of
compantons she travelled leisurely in small boats, threading their way through the
shallow watcrways atound cee-Lields, halting occasionally when the sun becarne 0o
hot under the pverhanging branches of big trecs. bn this fashion she arived at Vidyakut
on Scpiember 10, Sri Ma had spent much of her childhood at Vidyakut, cspecially
allet her marriage and belore she went wo stay at Revau Mohan's, her eldest hrother-
in-kaw . Al the clders of the village grected her affectionately and lovingly, address-
ing her in the famitiar second person {tui) and then becamc a licle self-conscious
wondering il the devotees from Koty and Dhaka would take it amiss.

In 4 couple of days, a changu came over the people of, Vidyakut. They were in a
quandary. They could not keep up the toae of familiarity although Sri Ma did nothing
to dissuade them. Speaking diffidently, they sought her gutdance wn spiritaal matters.
<ven the elders asked her to say someching to them S Ma was guick 1o respond o
the changed mood of the peeple. She spoke to them abowt the samyam vrata of ong
dary, her usual response to large groups of people cager to make abegning in sadfhan,
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The samyam vrata of one day : :

Sri Ma said, 'If possible make resolve o dedicate ong day in one week (or one
month} © the spiritual quest. The day should be devoted w japa, path {reading of
seriplures) dhyana and kirtan (if one is so inclined ). On the day. cat sparingly. speak
only when necessary, Walch your own actons and words Lo aveid the least wrong-
doing: or incorrect statement. Emetions should be under control. onc should look
upon children as child-manifestations of the Divine. (bal-Gopala), one’s husband or
wife, not only as an object of love but reverence as well. Try to render service 1o all
memboers of the family including servants, in a spint ol huminity (seva-bhava). Even
if theit should be pocastons for anger or othee provocations, one should respond with
calmness and not be jolted aut of a tranquil frarme ol mind. There will be failures in
the beginsing but one should persevere 6l the goal of perfect samyam {control) in
thought, speech and action is achieved, Lven if one member of the family pracrices
this vrata the entire family will fell the calming effect of that one day.”

Alter a pause. St Ma added amidst laughter, "May be some naughty children
would seek o take advantage of you, butil will pass. Tt you fcel confident you may
increase it to twice a week of cven more, The aim is for it 1o become a way of life,
rather than & special occasion. On this day, give maximum time to the study of sacred
literarure, practise a little meditation and also nama-japa. You can draw up a schedule
which suits you best, This Samyama vrata will heip you to tum inward, to be in tunge
with the rhythim of vour own life-breath which links you to the cosmic breath
{visvaprana). 1o this way you may hope 1o realize your own Self because who knows
at what auspicious moment you may not get caught up in that nniversal rhythm of
Perfect Harmony "

After this delightful interlude with the villagers of rural Bengal So Ma left this
part of the counury altogether and came to the foothills of the Himalayas. She visited
Solan for a while and from there she travellad o Suket, another hill state about a
hundred and fifty miles fron Pathankot. The Raja of Suket had heen very pressing in
his requests for Sri Ma o visit his state. He was one of those rulers who had the
welfare of his people closest o his heart. 1 was his belief that lhe presence of Sn
Anandamayi Ma in his state would sanctily it and be of immense benefit forits people.

Sri Mu's companions were impressed by (the 1avish arrangements for ceremoniat
receplions as soon as they crossed over into the state of Sukel. The Raja, who was
himsell driving Sri Ma's car, would stop at key points to enable his subjects to gather

+ round and pay their respeets to the guest of honour,
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S Ma's room inside the palace grounds had been prepared with as much care,
concern and splendour as il it were the temple of the presiding deity of the state. Aller
a few davs of joyous activities which characterized Sri Ma's prescnce anywhere, it
was time to leave. On the day of departure the Raja placed before S0 Ma a heap of
costly farewell gifts. Sn Ma looking upon the rich and glittering collection said to
Thim gently. "These things that you have presented to me are now mine, 5o Lshould
be free 10 bestow them on anybody | choose? 1 shall entrust them (o worthy people
who will take good carc ol them on my behalf”. Saying so S1i Ma started distnbuting
the gifts to the distinguished company assembled in her room (o bid her farewell. She
did not discriminate between the mesnbers of the Raja's family, important officers of
the court and the group of palace servanls who also had assembled (o pay their re-
spects (o her. The heap of costly ornaments, gold and silver coins, silks, brocades,
cle, vanished in moments. The Raja of Suket, an exiraordinary devotee that be was
remained totally obedient to $ri Ma's expressed kheyvala about his princely gifts as
ahour everything else.

Sri Ma at timnes described herself as an uda pakhi, that is a bird on the wing, a bird
which perches on a random branch for a while and then {hes ofl te alight on apother.
Afterlcaving Suket Sri Ma passed through Baijnath and Amritsar. She made & short
stay at Bareilly on her way to Almora. The well-educated, sophisticated and aflluent
ladies of Bareilly had their own special way of celebrating Sei Ma's presence in their
midst. AL Almora, the scene was dificrent. The simple highland women clustered
found her singing and dancing to the twne of "ambe gaurl waiya", A group of eight of
these women were known as Sri Ma's asta-Sakhbis (the eight friends). From the vil-
lages of Bengal, Lo the palaces of ruling princes, to the intcrior of Himalayan hill-
towns. the perches of the "hird on the wing" were indeed many and varied.

Sri Ma came away [ront the high mountains to the hillop ashram of Vindhyachal
on November 4, 1930, The war had been declared. Althowgh India was not
dircetly involved, it-felt the impact in rmany ways. The pelitical struggle for indepen
dence gathered strength, The Indian leaders said, in effect, that a free India would
join the allies hut the British Government had ne moral nght to deploy Indian roops
to dilferent theatres of war without the consent of an Indian Government, Al chis
was brushed aside by the War Cabinct. [l was not yet time for the "liquidation of the
Empire.”

From Vindhyachal S Ma went 1o Kolkata in response to many requests from
anxious devotees for her presence. She made a prolonged stay in the city over the
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Chnstmas holidays of 1939, The political turmadl augmented by news of the war
receded 1o insignificance when 5n Ma was near. Her serene mign bad calming effect
o all agiiation.

The devotess of Kolkata soon had cause [or cal worry and concom. 50 Ma
heresell bepan o show stgns of ill-health, ¢ mouch so, that many sooght her
permission o call m doctors. 3 Ma, ever amenable to the suggestions of hor
companions, acuguissced, saving ™Now I shall have the darshan of many doctor pitaMs
amd kavira) prlagis"

A Tow cminent doctoss of the town as well as well-known Kavirajas (practi-
tieners of indian medicine) came lor consuitations and ucatment. After a few days of
examinatons of their extraordinary "patient” they scknowledged that they were heffled
by the sudden appearance and disappearance of symptoms. How should they pre-
sciibe inedicines whoen there was nothing w preseribe for ; They appealed to 31 Ma
W cure hercsclt by, her own, kheyala, Sri Ma gow had acquired a new group of
devorees namely the medieal pracitioners of Eastern and Western medicines. One
day she spoke o them. “The Tact of the matter is that thic body does not always
{idlirw Lhe usnat rules ol gaod health, Somelimes, due to a lack of kheyala the body
tends weward guictude, Atsuch ines iCil is obliped Lo take in Toud, dien e food may
wch is un impediment. So you may see symptoms of liver or stomach disorder. But-
since they are not diseases as such, they disappear when my kheyala is engaged
wward a normal health condition. This is why you are unable 10 diagnose a disease
oF prescribe a treatment.”

The doctors bad comne w e same conclusien aleeady so they had no difficulty o
understanding what she was saying. Sri Ma added rather mischizvously. "You may
have given rise 0 a new probiem. People have seen so many doctors and kavirajas
vistting me. they will tunk that Ma 1s sulfering from some terribie disease, but her
compamaony are rying Lo keep it secrel lrom the public.”

Sl Ma howwever, in respouse (o the appeal by ber new devolees, inade a swill
recovery by hersell, The cloud of despondency was dispelled and all wis joy agadn.
It may he recalled here that a year earlier she had been i1l in Hardwar at Dr. Pant's
house and had recovered by vogic krivas after her host had prayed to her 1o do so.

While Sri Ma was ill, 1Mdi had wriien to ali devotees to pray for ber recovery. In
respotae o this letter, Birendra C. Mukerjee (Didi's eldest brother) had written back
giving a very scholarly and penetraling cxegesis on Sri Ma's "illngss", He had
rerinded Didi very gently not to Torect that Sri Ma's body was not an ordinary onc.
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The composition of elemenis of this particular advent was beyond the grasp of hu-
man intelligence. 1t was for Sri Ma's attcndants Lo abide by the kheyilda, be it for what
may look illness, Sri Ma was not limited by her surroundings. Who could tel] if she
were not responding to events 1aking place elsewhere and taking upon hereself the
suffering of people we know rothing about, "To us her illness may seam odd or
ecratic byt we may be sure it had a good reason and was effectively beneficial for
humanity.” Obviously Birendra Chandra had related Sii Ma's physical disorder with
disastrous events taking place elesewhere in the world.

Didi was & bil consoled by this letter but for ber not to be disturbed by Sri Ma's
palpable discomfort was scarcely possible. Throughout the ensuing many years

8r Ma was often seen as il (o right herself by yogic knyas. While her body was

assuming yogic poslures she would pronounce mantras o strings of words in San-
skril. These manifestations were isolated events and did not interfere with her usual
way of life. As always the yogic kriyas scomced 1o happen to her, a spontaneous
shythm activated a series of movements beautiful to behold. Her face wouid be lumi-
nous with an inner light and yet she would be guite her normal self. These were not
bhavavasthas i.e, not Jike the states which her companions had seen in Dhaka in the
easly days of her public appearance. As always the supra-normal and the normal
were so intermingled in her that all that was exiraordinary seemed commonplace. Sri
Ma returned to Vindhyachala in January, 1940.



MATRI KRIPA AT PURI (ABOUT 1950-51)

{As related by Smi. SN Sapory 10 her younger son Ajay Sopory.)

Cur [ather Shn. 5.N. Sopory and mother Padma were affectzonately known among
Matajis’ devotees as Suporybhai and Padmabehn.

On enc of their several long weekend trips to be with Malaji in the Puri Ashram,
late on saturday night Soporybhai and Padmabehn offered pranams to Ma and, as
usual, informed Ma of their intention 1o depart early next moming from Puri to Calcuna,
by train on which they had reservations,

On this occasion Mataji sweetly remarked to them that it was very pleasant in
Puri und in Her presence, so wh_l,} were they leaving? Soporybhai cxplained he was
going to attened his office in Calcutia on Monday. Mataji still very benignly enquired
"You ate the chief of your office? Soporvbhai remarked he was indeed the Calcutta
Branch Manager of his company and felt he could take some Hberty with casual
leave frown Lis office. So, be und Padmabehn, in deference o Mataji's expressed
upinion, slayed on another day at Puri in Mataji's divine presence. [t was delayed to
get their reservation canceled so the rail tickets werc allowed to lapse.

They had a surprise the next morning when they got the news that the train they
had w0 rravel et to a major accident. It dawned on them that it was Mataji's Kripa on
Her devotees.

Mataji's devotees should recollect Bhaiji's "Twelve Special Directions to
Devotees of Ma" (tanslated into English by Soporybhai and approved by Pt. Gopinath
Kavirajji, published in 1979 in its ITIrd edition, English - Hindi, in a booklet named
'IDwadesh Pradeep'). Dhirection Number six is "As a result of some good acts per-
farmed i the past, one sometimes gets some positive guidanee from Ma. Then one
should follew the instructions unhesitatingly and without questioning, Under no
circumnsiances should one try to match one's own wishes with those of Ma". Part of
direction nnmber eleven is "Whatevor utterance Falls from Her Sacred lips never goes
in Vain".

Hence Devotees should understand cthat every word of Ma has subtle meaning
for our guidance.

In this reference I am reminded of another personal incident related to Shri. HD.
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Vasudeva was devotee of Matap and were friends of my parents.

Al one of Mataji's visits to Pune Ashram Shri Vasudeva went on a samrday night
1o offer his Pranams and informn Matagi of his programme to leave early Sunday morning
by his car from Pune to Bombay.

Mataji asked him in perplexity why he was leaving when it was so pleasant in
Pune and She Herself was staying on in Pune Ashram? Shri Vasudeva explamed he
had a Board Meeting at Bombay on Sunday. Mataji then sweetly enquired frem
him., ¥You do own the Company? Shei 11D Vasudeva, Chairman and Managing
Direetor of Pressure Cookers and Appliances 1.td., admitted to Ma that "he did own
the company", but stated that il was necessary to be present at this meeting. Mataji
spoke no more on the matter.

Farly next moming Shri Vasudeva left by Pune his car with his dover. On the
winding steep downhill ghat road, suddenly a cyclist appeared in front of the carand
met an accident in which the cyelist died. Since it was a serious ¢ase the police were
informed and the driver and car were held in custody . Shri Vasudeva, after and nther
arTangements he was waiting for another car to take him to Bombay and reflected in
a belated realizaton on the underlying meaning of Mataji's words to him. He was
neither gble to attend the board meeting nor be in the divine prescnce of Ma at Pune.

*



GREAT MINDS WITH A SINGLE THOUGHT--1

{Extract From : Sacred Places of Kashmir,
By - A Devotee Section an - Kshir Bhawani)

We are told thar when Swimi Vivekgnanda visited the sacred shrine of Kshir
Bhawani during his stay in Kashmir, his heart became full of sormow at the sight of
the borken temples and images all around the place. He thought within himseif, “Had
I been living at that time, 1 would have never alowed the ruffians to destroy the
iemples and desecrale the shrines. I would have protecied them at the cost of my life.”
When he was thinking thus he heard a heavenly voice saying; "Son, if the followers
of another faith enter my shrine and desecrate it, what does it maeter? What is that to
you? Am I preotecting you Gr aré you protecting me?" Yivekananda pondered within
himself, "If only I could build a nice temple here!™ Again he heard the same heavenly
voice : "Son, 1 wish I can create innumerable temples and towers. At this very
momnent a seven-storeyed golden temple iy be cosntructed, so you need not worry.”
After this incident Vivekananda's outlook on {Hc underwent a thorough change and
from that day he felt as if he were a chiid in the lap of the divine Mother.*
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[} Rhawani! Thou art my refuge, thou art my refuge thon alone art my refuge,
and not my father, not my mother, not my friend, neither gramdsen, nor sow, nor
daughter, nor servant, nor husband, nor wife, neigther leaming, nor profession.

*

* Sco Punyaslirtha Bharal by Swami Divyiimananda.
#%  Bhawanyusshtakion by Shankaricharya, yeose - |,



GREAT MINDS WITH A SINGLE THOUGHT-—II
(Extract From Article "Mother Anandamayee™)

By Padma Vibhushan Mahamahopadhyaya Pt. Gopinath Kavirag, MA., DLIT.
Principal, Government Sanskeit College, Varanast.

Leamed Pt. Gopinath Kavira) wriles "It was on a fine antumn nmung in 1928
that I first came to know the rame of Mother Anandamayee”.

Gopinathji describes his first darshan of Mataji as “with all others | felt a sort of
Magnetic Charm e Mothers' Personality”.

He explores the various opinions cencerning the precise status of Mother, "Some
held that she was a Goddess in human form - Kalt according 10 some, Purga o
others, Saraswati or Radha according 1o others stiti. Others emenaine:d the view that
she wis an Icarnation of the Divine come down to the earth to relieve its sufierings,
some identified her with Shei Krishna himself”.

Giopinathii was allowed to be present in a private talk by Swami Dayanand, of
the Bharat Pharma Mahamandal, who came to see Mother and put questions to Her.

Swamiji — "Mother what are you in fact? People hold different views regarding
you and ne Agreement SCems (o exist, What have you to say of yousself?"

Mother — "You want Lo know what 1 amn well, I am what you consider me to be
- not morg or less™

Ciopinathii expressed his feelings at his darshan of Mother. "A few days of Mather's
stay in Benaras sufficed 1 convince me of Her personality and the unusval sanctity
of Her Lifc".

At the request of friends Gopinathji briefly discusses the most prominent features
of her life and character. He writes It is welt known Ma claims to be neither a Gurg
nor a Sisya". He goes on to observe "She was not like Pratyek Buddha, not as Vedic
literature Rishis, nor of Yoga sysiems. Nor 2 Swayam Sidha Sant." Nor does he
accept Mother's personatity as a case of Avatara.

He quotes mother as saying "That alt Her activities are really spontancous and
not prompeed by will or purpose, nor influenced and colotred by desires. Willpower
is not the spring of Her actions. She has said time without number that Her body is
not like that of an ordinary person gonerated through Prapahdha Karma ™

"Her movements are guided neither by the peedisposition of the past noe by any
comsiderations of the future. Fhey are confined o the present and they rest there as in
the heart of Eternity. Her sysiem is like a sminged insurument giving out notes, not of
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ils ownimbative buln response (0 shocks or vibrations received from outside.™

Gopinathji further states "Will-power being really absent, the absence of Karma
as a moral force become intelligible, There being ne previous Karma the oripin of
Her body 1s Lo be explained by the play of the Suprcme Power, either in itself or as
regcting w3 the colleclive aspitations of Humaiity. As w why the Supreme Power
should have expressed ilself in a particular body is a guestion to which an ordinary
man 1s ot in a position to reply”.

“The true ideal of Samadhi which Mother has held cut before Her admirers is
intended to show hat She does nol attach unduc importance to the Static Brahman
reahization as to the Dynamic one. :

‘There 15 a tendency in somc quaiters (o conmdr::r Mother as belonging to the
category of a Devta It 1s the inlensity of a Bhaku in a worshipper which visvaliscs its
object in a concrete form. :

It is therefore a very difficult task 1o ry 1o described Mother as She really is,
She has appeared differently to different persons and even if these differences are
contradictory we can quietly accept them, knowing full well that ia a higher synthesis
even contradictories may meet 1ogether. She is toe near (¢ ws (0 be seen Her in proper
perspective.

What 15 really nceded is to feel that she is Mother and we are Her children and
that as mere children we cannot be expected 10 know Her as She is but only as She
shows Hereself to us in response to our cravings. It really becomes us to behave as
infants crying out in the night and invoking Mothcr with an inarticulate language for
Her actual descent and benediction.”



Notit:e

Sri Panu Brahmachariji Maharaj was one of the
main pitlars of Sri Sri Anandmayeé Sangh and speciaily
blessed by Sri Sri Ma expired on 28th October, 2011 at
Varanasi to join Sri Sri Ma in her heavenly abode. The
January 2012 issue of the Amrit Varta will be dedicated to
the sacred memory of Sri Panu Da.

On 1st January 2013 on 88" Birthday of Sri Panu Da
a commemaoration volume on Sri Panu Da will also be
published. _

In this context, all the saints and persons related to
Late Panu Da may kindly send their memoirs,
experiences and views about him in Hindi, English,.
Bangali ¢r Gujarati accerding to their convenience. |If
some photographs of Sri Panu Da are tying with them

they may kindly senhd it at the following address.
' Editor

Address:

Editor, "Ma Anandamayee Amrit Varta"
Mata Anandamayee Ashrani

Bhadaini, Varanasi- 221 001




